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PREFACE. 




r is a fact often observed, and readily acknowledged 
by Christian parents and teachers, that no "stories" 
are rar>re attractive for intelligent young children 
than those of Scripture. The histories of Joseph, of Daniel, 
of David — who has not felt or witnessed their charm for 
the little group gathered round a parent's knee ? The 
Book of God was written for all mankind ; it speaks to 
the heart, the imagination, the conscience — in childhood as 
truly as in advanced age. 

But when our children begin to read for themselves, the 
smaU type of most Bibles, and the interruption of chapters 
and verses, are often serious hinderances to enjoyment. 

It has been thought that to print the beautiful narratives 
of the Old Testament in large type and in a connected 
form would be to confer a boon alike on parents and 
children. If the " fine gold '' of Scripture, drawn from 
the mine in the shape of collected "promises," &c., has 
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been often found a blessing by advanced believers, wiiy 
should not the golden " stories " be equally attractive and 
useful for the young ? 

This has been accordingly done in the volume now 
offered to the public. A few details have in some cases 
been omitted ; but the words of Scripture alone are rigidly 
adhered to throughout. 

3. 
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IN THE BEGINNING. 

IN the beginning God created the heaven and the eartL And the 
earth was without form, and void ; and darkness was upon the face 
of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 
And God said, Let there be light : and there was light. And God saw 
the light, that it was good : and God divided the light from the 
darkness. And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. 

And Grod said. Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, 
and let it divide the waters from the waters. And God made the 
firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament 
from the waters which were above the firmament : and it was so. And 
God called the firmament Heaven. 

And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together 
unto one place, and let the dry land appear : and it was so. And God 
called the dry land Earth ; and the gathering together of the waters 
called he Seas : and God saw that it was good. And God said. Let the 
earth bring forth grass, the herb jdelding seed, and the fruit tree yield- 
ing fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth : and it 
was so. And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after 
his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his 
kind : and God saw that it was good. 

And God madd two great lights ; the greater light to rule the day, 
and the lesser light to rule the night : he made the stars also. And 
GxkI set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the 
earth, and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the 
light from the darkness : and God saw that it was good. 

And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, 
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which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every 
winged 'fowl after his kind : and God saw that it was good. And God 
blessed them, saying. Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in 
the seas, and let fowl multiply in the eai'th. 

And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after 
their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind : 
and God saw that it was good. 

And God said. Let us make man in our image, after our likeness : and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God created he him ; male and female created he 
them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it : and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every 
living thing that moveth upon the earth. 

And God said. Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, 
which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree,* in the which is 
the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. And to 
every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing 
that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every 
green herb for meat: and it was so. And God saw every thing that he 
had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the 
morning were the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of 
them. And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; 
and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. 
And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it 
he had rested from all his work which God created and made. 

These are the generations of the heavens A^d of the earth when they 
were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the 
heavens, and every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and 
every herb of the field before it grew: for the Lord God had not caused 
it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to tiU the ground. 
But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of 
the ground. And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a 
living souL 
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THE BEAUTIFUL GARDEN. 

AND the Lord God planted a garden eajstward in Eden; and there 
he put the man whom he had formed And out of the ground 
made the Lord Gk>d to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and 
good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree 
of knowledge of good and eviL And a river went out of Eden to water 
the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became into four heads. 
The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth the whole 
land of Havilah, where there is gold; and the gold of that land is good: 
there is bdellium and the onyx stone. And the name of the second 
river is Gihon: the same is it that compasseth the whole land of 
Ethiopia. And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it 
which goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is 
Euphrates. 

And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden 
to dress it and to keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, 
saying. Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in 
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

And the Lord God said. It is not good that the man should be alone; 
I will make him an help meet for him. And out of the ground the 
Lord God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; 
and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and 
whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name 
thereof. And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, 
and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an 
help meet for him. And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon 
Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh 
instead thereof; and the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, 
made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. And Adam said. 
This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh : she shall be called 
Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man leave 
his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall 
be one flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and 
were not ashamed. 

Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the 
Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman. Yea, hath God 
said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden ? And the woman said 
unto the serpent. We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 
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but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God 
hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall je touch it^ lest ye die. 
And the serpent said unto the woman. Ye shall not surely die: for God 
doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil 

And when the womsgi saw that the tree was good for food, and that 
it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, 
she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband 
with her; and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were op^ied, and 
they knew that they were naked; and they sewed ^ leaves together, 
and made themselves aprons. 

And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. And the 
Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou ? And 
he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked; and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast 
naked ? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that 
thou shouldest not eat ? And the man said, The woman whom thou 
gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 

And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast 
done ? And the woman said. The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 
And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because tliou hast done this, 
thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon 
thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: and 
I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heeL Unto 
the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy concep- 
tion; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be 
to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. And unto Adam he said, 
Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten 
of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: 
cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the 
days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and 
thou shalt eat the herb of the field; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou 
eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: 
for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. And Adam called 
his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living. Unto 
Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and 
clothed them. 

And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to 
know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also 
of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: therefore the Lord God 
sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence 
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he was taken. So he drove out the man; and he pktoed at the east of 
the garden of Eden Chembims, and a flaming sword which turned every 
way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 
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AND Eve his wife bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the 
Lord. And she again bare his brother AbeL And Abel was n 
keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. And in process of 
time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offer- 
ing unto the Lord. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock 
and of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his 
offering: but unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain 
was very wroth, and his countenance felL And the Lord said unto 
Cain, Why art thou wroth ? and why is thy countenance fallen ? If 
thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted ? and if thou doest not well, 
sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt 
rule over him. 

And Cain talked with Abel his brother : and it came to pass, when 
they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and 
slew him. 

And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother ? And he 
said, I know not: Am I my brother's keeper ? And he said, What hast 
thou done ? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the 
ground. And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened 
her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand; when thou 
tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a 
fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth. And Cain said unto 
the Lord, My punishment is greater than I can bear. Behold, thou hast 
driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face 
shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; 
and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay me. 
And the Lord said unto him. Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, 
vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the Lord set a maik 
upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him. 

And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his 
own likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth: and the days 
of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years: and he 
begat sons and daughters: and all the days that Adam lived were nine 
hundred and thirty years: and he died. 
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THE FLOOD. 

AND it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the 
earth, and daughters were bom unto them, that the sons of God saw 
the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all 
which they chose. And the Lord said. My spirit shall not always strive 
with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred 
and twenty years. There were giants in the earth in those days. 

And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil con- 
tinually. And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, 
and it grieved him at his heart And the Lord said, I will destroy man 
whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, 
and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me 
that I have made them. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord. 

These are the generations of Noah : Noah was a just man and perfect 
in his generations, and Noah walked with God. And Noah begat three 
sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. The earth also was corrupt before God, 
and the earth was filled with violence. And God looked upon the earth, 
and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon 
the earth. And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before 
me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I 
will destroy them with the earth. 

Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, 
and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. And this is Hie fashion 
which thou shalt make it of : The length of the ark shall be three hun- 
dred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty 
cubits. A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou 
finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side tliereof ; 
with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it. And, behold, 
I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, 
wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that 
is in the earth shall die. But with thee will I establish my covenant; 
and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and 
thy sons' wives with thee. And of every living thing of all flesh, two 
of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; 
they shall be male and female. Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle 
after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two 
of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive. And take thou 
unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; and 
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it shall be for food for thee, and for them. Thus did Noah; according 
to all that God commanded him, so did he. 

And the Lord said unto Noah, Ck>me thou and all thy house into the 
ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation. Of 
every dean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his 
female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his female. 
Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed 
alive upon the face of all the earth. For yet seven days, and I wiU cause 
it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every living 
substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the earth. 
And Noah did according unto all that the Lord commanded him. And 
Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the 
earth. 

And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with 
him, into the ark, because of the waters of the flood. Of clean beasts, 
and of beasts that are not dean, and of fowls, and of every thing that 
creepeth upon the earth, there went in two and two unto Noah into the 
ark, the male and the female, as Gkxi had commanded Noah. And it 
came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon 
the earth. 

In the ax hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the 
seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of 
the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 
And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. In the 
selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons 
of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, 
into the ark; they, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle 
after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth 
after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort. 
And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, 
wherein is the breath of life. And they that went in, went in male and 
female of all flesh, as God had commanded him: and the Lord shut him 
in. And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters in- 
creased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth. And 
the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and 
the ark went upon the face of the waters. And the waters prevailed 
exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under the 
whole heaven, were covered. Fifteen cubits upward did the waters 
prevail; and the mountains were covered. And all flesh died that moved 
upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man: all in 
whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, 
died. And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the 

face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and 
(«r6) 2 



18 THE FLOODl 

the fowl of the heaven; and they weie destrojed £ram the earth: and 
Xoah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the aik 
And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fiffy 
days. 

And God remembered Xoah, and every living thing, and aU the cattle 
that was with him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the 
earth, and the waters asswaged; the fountains also ol the deep and the 
windows of heaven were 8t<^^ped, and the rain from heaven was re- 
strained; and the waters returned from off the earth continnalfy: and 
after the end of the bondred and fifty days the waters were abated. 
And the ark rested in the seventh mcxLth, <xl the seventeoith day of the 
month, upon the mountains of Ararat. And the waters decreased ochi- 
tinually until the tenth month: in the tenth month, on the first day of 
the month, were the tops of the mountains seen. 

And it came to pass at the end ol forty days, that Noah opened the 
window of the ark which he had made: and he sent forth a raven, which 
went forth to and fro, imtil the waters were dried up from off the earth. 
Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated 
from off the face of the ground; but the dove found no rest for the sole 
of her foot, and she returned unto him into the ark, for the waters were 
on the face of the whole earth: then he put forth his hand, and took 
her, and pulled her in unto him into the ark. And he stayed yet oth» 
seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark; and the 
dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive 
leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the 
earth. And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the dove; 
which returned not again unto him any more. 

And it came to pass in the sax hundredth and first year, in the first 
month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from off the 
earth: and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and, be- 
hold, the face of the ground was dry. And in the second month, on the 
seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth dried. 

And God spake unto Noah,*saying, €rO forth of the ark, thou, and thy 
wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives with thee. Bring forth with 
thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh. And Noah went 
forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him : every 
beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever creepeth 
upon the earth, after their kinds, went forth out of the ark. 

And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord; and took of every dean 
beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 
And the Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said in his heart, 
[ will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the ima- 
gination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite 
finy more every thing living, as X l^ave done. While the earth ^ii^d;^et;h, 
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seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and 
day and night shall not cease. 

And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth. And the fear of you and the 
dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl 
of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes 
of the sea; into your hand are they delivered. Every moving thing 
that liveth shall be meat for you ; even as the green herb have I given 
you all things. But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood 
thereof, shall ye not eat. And surely your blood of your lives will I 
require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of 
man: at the hand of every man's brother will I require the life of man. 
Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the 
image of Grod made he man. 

And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, sa3ring. And I, 
behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you; 
and with every living creature that is with you. And I will establish 
my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut ofl* any more by the 
waters of a flood ; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the 
earth. 

And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make be- 
tween me and you and every living creature that is with you, for per- 
petual generations : I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a 
token of a covenant between me and the earth. And it shall come to 
pass, when I bring a doud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in 
the doud : and I will remember my covenant, which is between me 
and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no 
more become a flood to destroy all flesh. 

And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were Shem, and 
Ham, and Japheth: and Ham is the father of Canaan. These are the 
three sons of Noah: and of them was the whole earth overspread. And 
Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard: and he 
drank of the wine, and was drunken ; and he was uncovered within his 
tent. And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, 
and told his two brethren without. And Shem and Japheth took a 
garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went backward, and 
covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were backward, 
and they saw not their father's nakedness. And Noah awoke from his 
wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto him. And he said. 
Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren. 
And he said. Blessed be the Lord God of Shem; and Canaan shall be 
his servant. God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents 
of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant, 
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And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years. And 
all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years: and he 
died. 

And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. And 
it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain 
in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said one to 
another. Go to, let us make brick, and bum them throughly. And they 
had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. And they said, Go 
to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; 
and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of 
the whole earth. 

And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the 
children of men builded. And the Lord said. Behold, the people is one, 
and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now 
nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to da 
Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may 
not understand one another's speech. So the Lord scattered them abroad 
from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the 
city. Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the Lord did 
there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the 
Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the eartL 
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THEEE was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that 
man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed 
evil. And there were bom unto him seven sons and three daughters. 
His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, 
and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very 
great household; so that this man waa the greatest of all the men of Uie 
east. 

And his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one his day; and 
sent and called for their three Bisters to eat and to drink with them. 
And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that 
Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and 
offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all: for Job 
said. It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their 
hearts. Thus did Job continually. 

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present them- 
selves before the Lord, and Satan came also among them. And the 
Lord said unto Satan, Whence comest tbPH ? Then Satan answered the 
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Lord, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking 
up and down in it. And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou con- 
sidered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a per- 
fect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? 
Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth Job fear God for 
nought ? Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, 
and about all that he hath on every side ? thou hast blessed the work of 
his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. But put forth 
thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy 
face. And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy 
power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went 
forth from the presence of the Lord. 

And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and 
drinking wine in their eldest brother's house : and there came a messenger 
unto Job, and said. The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding besidit 
them: and the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they 
have slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am 
escaped alone to tell thee. While he was yet speaking, there came also 
another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned 
up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am 
escaped alone to tell thee. While he was yet speaking, there came also 
another, and said. The Chaldeans made out three bauds, and fell upon the 
camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the 
edge of the sword; and I only am escaped aJone to tell thee. While he 
was yet speaking, there came also another, and said. Thy sons and thy 
daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: 
and, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the 
four comers of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are 
dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 

Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell 
down upon the ground, and worshipped, and said, Naked came I out of 
my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. In 
all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 

Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present them- 
selves before the Lord, and Satan came also among them to present 
himself before the Lord. And the Lord said unto Satan, From whence 
comest thou ? And Satan answered the Lord, and said, From going to 
and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. And the 
Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is 
none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth 
€rod, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although 
thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. And Satan 
answered the Lord, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will 
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he give for his life. But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone 
and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. And the Lord said 
unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand ; but save his life. 

So went Satan forth from the presence of the Lord, and smote Job 
with sore boils ffom the sole of his foot unto his crown. And he took 
him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down among the 
ashes. 

Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? 
Curse Grod, and die. But he said unto her. Thou speakest as one of tJie 
foolish women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of 
God, and shall we not receive evil ? In all this did not Job sin with his 
lips. 

Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that was come upon 
him, they came every one from his own place ; Eliphaz the Temanite, 
and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite: for they had 
made an appointment together to come to mourn with him and to com- 
fort him. And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him 
not, they lifted up their voice, and wept ; and they rent every one his 
mantle, and sprinkled dust upon their heads toward heaven. So they 
sat down with him upon the ground seven days and seven nights, 
and none spake a word imto him : for they saw that his grief was very 

great. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The Lord turned the captivity of Job : also the Lord gave Job twice 
as much as he had before. Then came there unto him all his brethren, 
and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his acquaintance be- 
fore, and did eat bread with him in his house : and they bemoaned him, 
and comforted him over all the evil that the Lord had brought upon 
him : every man also gave him a piece of money, and every one an ear- 
ring of gold. 

So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning : 
for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a 
thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses. He had also seven 
sons and three daughters. And he called the name of the first, Jemima ; 
and the name of the second, Kezia ; and the name of the third, Keren- 
happuch. And in all the land were no women found so fair as the 
daughters of Job : and their father gave them inheritance among their 
brethren. 

After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, 
and his sons' sons, even four generations. So Job died, being old and 
full of days. 
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ABRAHAM, THE FRIEND OP GOD. 

NOW these are the generations of Terah : Terah begat Abram, Nahor, 
and Haran ; and Haran begat Lot And Haran died before his father 
Terah in the land of his nativity, in Ur of the Ohaldees. And Abram 
and Nahor took them wives : the name of Abram's wife was Sarai ; and 
the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran. But Sarai 
was barren ; she had no child. And Terah took Abram his son, and 
Ix>t the son of Haran his son's son, and Sarai his daughter in law, his 
son Abram's wife; and they went forth with them from Ur of the 
Ohaldees, to go into the land of Canaan ; and they came unto Haran, 
and dwelt there. And the days of Terah were two hundred and five 
years : and Terah died in Haran. 

Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I 
will shew thee : and I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless 
thee, and make thy name great ; and thou shalt be a blessing : and I 
will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee : and in 
thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 

So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him ; and Lot 
went with him : and Abram was seventy and five years old when he 
departed out of Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the 
souls that they had gotten in Haran ; and they went forth to go into 
the land of Canaan ; and into the land of Canaan they came. 

And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto 
the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land. And 
the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said. Unto thy seed will I give 
this land : and there builded he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared 
unto him. And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east 
of Beth-el, and pitched his tent, having Beth-el on the west, and Hai 
on the east : and there he builded an altar unto the Lord, and called 
upon the name of the Lord. And Abram journeyed, going on still 
toward the south. 

And there was a famine in the land : and Abram went down into 
Egypt to sojourn there ; for the famine was grievous in the land. 

And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he 
had, and Lot with him, into the south. And Abram was very rich in 
cattle, in silver, and in gold. And he went on his journeys from the 
south even to Beth-el, unto the place where his tent had been at the 
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beginning, between Beth-el and Hal ; nnto the place of the altar, which 
he had made there at the first : and there Abram called on the name of 
the Lord. 

And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and 
tents. And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell 
together : for their sabstance was great, so that they could not dwell 
together. And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram's 
cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle : and the Canaanite and the 
Perizzite dwelled then in the land. And Abram said unto Lot, Let 
there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my 
herdmen and thy herdmen ; for we be brethren. Is not the whole land 
before thee ? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me : if thou wilt take 
the left hand, then I will go to the right ; or if thou depart to the right 
hand, then I will go to the left And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld 
all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every where, before the 
Lord destroyed Sodom and Gromorrah, even as the garden of the Lord, 
like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar. Then Lot chose him 
all the plain of Jordan ; and Lot journeyed east : and they separated 
themselves the one from the other. Abram dwelled in the land of 
Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent 
toward Sodom. But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before 
the Lord exceedingly. 

And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from 
him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art 
northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward : for all the 
land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. 
And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth : so that if a man can 
number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. 
Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth 
of it ; for I will give it unto thee. Then Abram removed his tent, 
and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and 
built there an altar unto the Lord. 
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AND it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch 
king of EUasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of na- 
tions; that these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king 
of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and 
the king of Zoar. All these were joined together in the vale of Siddim, 
which is the salt sea. Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in 
the thirteenth year they rebelled. And in the fourteenth year came 
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CHedorlaomer, and the kings that were with him, and smote the Be- 
phaims in Ashteroth Kamaim, and the Zuzims in Ham, and the Emims 
in Shaveh Kiriathaim, and the Horites in their mount Seir, unto £1- 
paran, which is by the wilderness. And they returned, and came to 
En-mishpat, which is Kadesh, and smote all the country of the Ama- 
lekites, and also the Amorites, that dwelt in Hazezon-tamar. 

And there went out the king of Sodom, and the king of Gromorrah, 
and the king of Admah, and the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Zoar; 
and they joined battle with them in the vale of Siddim; four kings with 
five. And the vale of Siddim was full of slimepits; and the kings of 
Sodom and Gromorrah fled, and fell there; and they that remained fled 
to the mountain. And they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and all their victuals, and went their way. And they took Lot, Abram's 
brother's son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed. 

And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; 
for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and 
brother of Aner: and -these were confederate with Abram. And when 
Abram heard that his brother' was taken captive, he armed his trained 
servants, bom in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pur- 
sued them unto Dan. And he divided himself against them, he and 
his servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah, 
which is on the left hand of Damascus. And he brought back all the 
goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the 
women also, and the people. 

And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from 
the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were with him, at 
the valley of Shaveh, which is the king's dale. And Melchizedek king 
of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the 
most high God. And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of 
the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: and blessed be the 
most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. 
And he gave him tithes of all. And the king of Sodom said imto 
Abram, Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself. And 
Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand imto the 
Lord, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth, that I will 
not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take 
any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram 
rich: save only that which the young men have eaten, and the portion 
of the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre ; let them 
take their portion. 

After these things the word of- the Lord came unto Abram in a 
vision, saying. Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding 
great reward. And Abram said, Lord God, what wilt thou give me, 
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seeing I go childless, and the steward of my hoose is this Eliezer of 
Damascus? And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast giv«[i no seed: 
and, lo, one bom in my house is mine heir. And, behold, the word of 
the Lord came unto him, saying. This shall not be thine heir; but be 
that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. And 
he brought him forth abroad, and said. Look now toward heaven, and 
tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So 
dhall thy seed be. And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to 
him for righteousness. And he said unto h\vn^ I am the Lord that 
brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit 
it. And he said. Lord €rOD, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit 
it? And he said unto him. Take me an heifer of three years old, and a 
she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtle- 
dove, and a young pigeon. And he took unto him all these, and divided 
them in the midst, and laid each piece one against another: but the 
birds divided he not. And when the fowls came down upon the car- 
cases, Abram drove them away. 

And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; 
and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon hun. And he said unto 
Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land 
that is not theirs, and sh^ serve them; and they shall aflUct them four 
hundred years ; and also that nation, whom they shall serve, will ' I 
judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance. And 
thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old 
age. But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the 
iniquity of the Amorites is not yet fulL And it came to pass, that, 
when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, 
and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces. Li the same day 
the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I 
given this laud, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river 
Euphrates. 
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NOW Sarai, Abram's wife, bare him no children: and she had an hand- 
maid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar. And Sarai said unto 
Abram, Behold now, the Lord hath restrained me from bearing. And 
Sarai took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten 
years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be' 
his wife. 

And when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised 
in her eyes. And Sarai said imto Abram, My wrong be upon thee: I 
have given my maid into thy bosom; and when she saw that she had 
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conceived, I was despised in her eyes: the Lord judge between me and 
thee. ButAbram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thy hand; do 
to her as it pleaseth thee. And when Sarai dealt hardly with her, she 
fled from her face. 

And the angel of the Lord found her by a fountain of water in the 
wilderness, by the fountain in the way to Shur. And he said, Hagar, 
Sarai's maid, whence earnest thou? and whither wilt thou go? And she 
said, I flee from the face of my mistress SaraL And the angel of the 
Lord said unto her, Eetum to thy mistress, and submit thyself under 
her hands. And the angel of the Lord said unto her, I will multiply 
thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for multitude. 
And the angel of the Lord said unto her. Behold, thou art with child, 
and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; because the Lord 
hath heard thy affliction. And he will be a wild man; his hand will 
be against every man, and every man's hand against him; and he shall 
dwell in the presence of all his brethren. And she called the name of 
the Lord that spake unto her. Thou God seest me: for she said. Have I 
also here looked after him that seeth me? 

And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called his son's name 
IshmaeL And Abram was fourscore and six years old when Hagar bare 
Ishmael. 

And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared 
to Abram, and said imto him, I am the Almighty Grod; walk before me, 
and be thou perfect. And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with 
him, saying. As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou 
shalt be a father of many nations. Neither shall thy name any more be 
called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many 
nations have I made thee. And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, 
and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. 
And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed 
after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God 
unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. And I will give unto thee, and 
to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land 
of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God. 

And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant there- 
fore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations. This is my 
covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after 
thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised. And he that 
is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in 
your generations, he that is bom in the house, or bought with money of 
any rtianger, ^hich is not of thy seed. 

And God said imto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not 
call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. And I will bless 
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her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bleas her, and she shall 
be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her. 

Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, 
Shall a child be bom unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall 
Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? And Abraham said unto God, O 
chat Ishmael might live before thee ! And Grod said, Sarah thy wife 
shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I 
will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and 
with his seed after him. And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: be- 
hold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply 
him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a 
great nation. But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which 
Sarah shall bear imto thee at this set time in the next year. And he 
left off talking with him, and Grod went up from Abraham. 

And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that were bom in his 
house, and all that were bought with his money, every male among the 
men of Abraham's house, and circumcised in the selfsame day, as God 
had said unto him. And Abraham was ninety years old and nine when 
he was circumcised. And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when 
he was circumcised. In the selfsame day was Abraham circumcised 
and Ishmael his son. And all the men of his house, bom in the house, 
and bought with money of the stranger, were circumcised with him. 
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AND the Lord appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat 
in the tent door in the heat of the day. And he lift up his eyes and 
looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he 
ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the 
ground, and said. My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, 
pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant: let a little water, I pray 
you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree: 
and I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after 
that ye shall pass on: for therefore are ye come to your servant. And 
they said, So do, as thou hast said. 

And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said. Make ready 
quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the 
hearth. And Abraham ran imto the herd, and fetcht a calf tender and 
good, and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress it. And he 
took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it be- 
them; and he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat. 
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And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, 
Behold, in the tent. And he said, I will certainly return unto thee 
according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. 
And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was behind him. Now 
Abraham and Sarah were well stricken in age; therefore Sarah laughed 
within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my 
lord being old also ? 

And the Lord said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, say- 
ing. Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old ? Is any thing too 
hard for the Lord? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, 
according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son. Then Sarah 
denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said. Nay; 
but thou didst laugh. 

And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and 
Abraham went with them to bring them on the way. And the Lord 
said. Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; seeing that 
Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the 
nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? For I know him, that he 
will command his children and his household after him, and they shall 
keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord 
may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him. And the 
Lord said. Because the cry of Sodom and Gromorrah is great, and 
because their sin is very grievous ; I will go down now, and see whethef 
they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come 
unto me ; and if not, I will know. And the men turned their faces 
from thence, and went toward Sodom : but Abraham stood yet before 
the Lord. 

And Abraham drew near, and said. Wilt thou also destroy the right- 
eous with the wicked? Peradventure there be fifty righteous within 
the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty 
righteous that are therein? That be far from thee to do after this 
manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked, and that the righteous 
should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: shall not the Judge of 
all the earth do right? And the Lord said, If I find in Sodom fifty 
righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes. 
And Abraham answered and said. Behold now, I have taken upon me 
to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes: peradventure 
there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all the city 
for lack of five? And he said. If I find there forty and five, I will not 
destroy it. And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure 
there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it for 
forty's sake. And he said unto him. Oh let not the Lord be angry, and 
} will speal^: Pey^veuture there shall thirty be fou^d there. And he 
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said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there. And he said, Behold now, 
I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord : Peradventure there shall 
be twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for twenty's 
sake. And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet 
but this once : Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he said, I 
will not destroy it for ten's sake. And the Lord went his way, as soon 
as he had left communing with Abraham : and Abraham returned unto 
tiis place. 

And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the 
gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he 
bowed himself with his face toward the ground; and he said, Behold 
now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house, and tarry 
aU night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your 
ways. And they said. Nay; but we will abide in the street all night. 
And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and 
entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake un- 
leavened bread, and they did eat 

And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides ? son in law, 
and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, 
bring them out of this place : for we will destroy this place, because the 
cry of them is waxen great before the face of the Lord ; and the Lord 
hath sent us to destroy it. And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons 
in law, which married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this 
place ; for the Lord will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that 
mocked imto his sons in law. 

And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying 
Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here ; lest thou 
be consumed in the iniquity of the city. And while he lingered, the 
men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon 
the hand of his two daughters ; the Lord being merciful unto him : and 
they brought him forth, and set him without the city. 

And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that 
he said, Escape for thy life ; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in 
all the plain ; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. And Lot 
said unto them, Oh, not so, niy Lord : behold now, thy servant hath 
found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which 
thou hast shewed unto me in saving my life ; and I cannot escape to the 
mountain, lest some evil take me, and I die : behold now, this city is 
near to flee imto, and it is a little one : oh, let me escape thither, (is it 
not a little one ?) and my soul shall live. And he said unto him, See, I 
have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow 
this city, for the which thou hast spoken. Haste thee, escape thither ; 
for I cannot do any thing till thou be come thither. Therefore the name 
of the city was called Zoar. 
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The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar. Then 
the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gromorrah brimstone and fire 
from the Lord out of heaven ; and he overthrew those cities, and all the 
plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon 
the ground. 

But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of 

salt. 

And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where he 
stood before the Lord : and he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of 
the country went up as the smoke of a furnace. 

And it came to i>ass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that 
God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the over- 
throw, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt. And 
XiOt went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two 
daughters with him ; for he feared to dwell in Zoar : and he dwelt in 
a cave, he and his two daughters. 
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AND the Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did unto 
Sarah as he had spoken. For Sarah bare Abraham a son in his old 
age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him. And Abraham called 
the name of his son that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, 
Isaac. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days old, as 
God had commanded him. And Abraham was an hundred years old 
when his son Isaac was bom unto him. And the child grew, and was 
weaned : and Abraham made a great feast the same day that Isaac was 
weaned. 

, And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had bom 
unto Abraham, mocking. Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast but 
this bondwoman and her son : for the son of this bondwomaji shall not 
be heir with my son, even with Isaac. And the thing was very grievous 
in Abraham's sight, because of his son. 

And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight 
because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman ; in all that Sarah 
hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice ; for in Isaac shall thy seed 
be called. And also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a nation, 
because he is thy seed. And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and 
took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on 
her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away : and she departed, and 
pandered iu t^e wilderness of Beer-sheba, And the water -was spent 
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in tho bottle, and she cast the child under one of the ahmbs. AnH ahe 
went, and sat her down over against him a good way off, as it were a 
bowshot : for she said, Let me not see the death of the child. And she 
sat over against him, and lift up her voice, and wept. And €rod heard 
the voice of the lad; and the angel of Ood called to Hagar out of heaven, 
and said unto her. What aileth thee, Hagar ? fear not ; for €rod hath 
heard the voice of the lad where he is. Arise, lift up the lad, and hold 
him in thine hand; for I will make him a great nation. And God 
opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water ; and she went, and filled 
the bottle with water, and gave the lad drink. And Grod was with the 
lad ; and he grew, and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer. 
And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran : and his mother took him a 
wife out of the land of Egypt. 
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AND it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, 
and said unto him, Abraham : and he said. Behold, here I auL And 
he said. Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and 
get thee into the land of Moriah ; and offer him there for a burnt offering 
upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 

And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and 
took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and dave the 
wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of 
which God had told hun. Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his 
eyes, and saw the place afar off. And Abraham said unto his young 
men. Abide ye here with the ass ; and I and the lad will go yonder and 
worship, and come again to you. And Abraham took the wood of the 
burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son ; and he took the fire in his 
hand, and a knife ; and they went both of them together. And Isaac 
spake unto Abraham his father, and said. My father : and he said. Here 
am I, my son. And he said. Behold the fire and the wood : but where 
is the lamb for a burnt offering ? And Abraham said. My son, God will 
provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering : so they went both of them 
together. And they came to the place which Gk>d had told him of ; and 
Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound 
Isaac his son, and laid him on the aJtar upon the wood. And Abraham 
stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. And the 
angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, 
Abraham : and he said. Here am I. And he said. Lay not thine hand 
upon the lad, neither do thou any thing imto him : for now I know that 
thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son 
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from me. And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold 
behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns : and Abraham went 
and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of 
his son. And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh : as 
it is said to this day, In the mount of the Lord it shall be seen. 

And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the 
second time, and said. By m3naelf have I sworn, saith the Lord, for 
because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine 
only son : that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will 
multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is 
upon the sea shore ; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his eneitiies ; 
and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ; because 
thou hast obeyed my voice. So Abraham returned unto bis young men, 
and they rose up and went together to Beer-sheba ; and Abraham dwelt 
at Beer-sheba. 
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AND Sarah was an hundred and seven and twenty years old. And 
Sarah died in Hebron in the land of Canaan : and Abraham 
came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her. 

And Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spake unto the sons 
of Heth, saying, I am a stranger and a sojourner with you : give me a 
possession of a buryingplace with you, that I may bury my dead out of 
my sight 

And the children of Heth answered Abraham, saying unto him. Hear 
us, my lord : thou art a mighty prince among us : in the choice of our 
sepulchres bury thy dead ; none of us shall withhold from thee his 
sepulchre, but that thou mayest bury thy dead. 

And Abraham stood up, and bowed himself to the people of the land, 
even to the children of Heth. And he commimed with them, saying, If 
it be your mind that I should bury my dead out of my sight ; hear me, 
and intreat for me to Ephron the son of Zohar, that he may give me the 
cave of Machpelah, which he hath, which is in the end of his field ; for 
as much money as it is worth he shall give it me for a possession of a 
buryingplace amongst you. 

And Ephron dwelt among the children of Heth : and Ephron the 
Hittite answered Abraham in the audience of the children of Heth, 
even of all that went in at the gate of his city, saying, Nay, my lord, 
hear me : the field give I thee, and the cave that is therein, I give it 
thee ; in the presence of the sons of my people give I it thee : bury thy 
dead. 

And Abraham bowed down himself before the people of the land. 
(276) 3 
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And he spake unto Ephron in the audience of the people of the land, 
saying, But if thou wilt give it, I pray thee, hear me : I will give thee 
money for the field ; take it of me, and I will bury my dead there. 

And Ephron answered Abraham, saying unto him, My lord, hearken 
unto me ; the land is worth four hundred shekels of silver ; what is that 
betwixt me and thee ? bury therefore thy dead. 

And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron ; and Abraham weighed to 
Ephron the silver, which he had named in the audience of the sons of 
Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, current money with the merchant 
And the field of Ephron, which was before Mamre, the field, and the 
cave* which was therein, and all the trees that were in the field, that 
were in all the borders round about, were made sure unto Abraham for 
a possession in the presence of the children of Heth, before all that went 
in at the gate of his city. And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his 
wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah before Mamre : the same is 
Hebron in the land of Canaan. And the field, and the cave that is 
therein, were made sure unto Abraham for a possession of a burying- 
place by the sons of Heth. 
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AND Abraham was old, and well stricken in age : and the Lord had 
blessed Abraham in all things. And Abraham said unto his eldest 
servant of his house, that ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy 
hand under my thigh : and I will make thee swear by the Lord, the 
God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife 
unto my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell : 
but thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife 
unto my son Isaac. And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the 
woman will not be willing to follow me unto this land : must I needs 
bring thy son again unto the land from whence thou camest? And 
Abraham said unto him. Beware thou that thou bring not my son thither 
again. The Lord God of heaven, which took me from my father's house, 
and from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that 
sware unto me, saying. Unto thy seed will I give this land ; he shall 
send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from 
thence. And if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, then thou 
shalt be clear from this my oath : only bring not my son thither again. 
And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, 
and sware to him concerning that matter. 

And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and de- 
parted ; for all the goods of his master were in his hand : aiid he arose, 
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and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor. And he made his 
camels to kneel down without the city by a well of water at the time of 
the evening, even the time that women go out to draw water. And he 
said, O Lord Grod of my master Abraham, I pray thee, send me good speed 
this day, and shew kindness unto my master AbrahauL Behold, I stand 
here by the well of water ; and the daughters of the men of the city come 
out to draw water : and let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I 
shall say. Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink ; and she 
shall say. Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also : let the same be 
she that thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac ; and thereby shall I 
know that thou hast shewed kindness unto my master. 

And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, Bebekah 
came out, who was bom to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, 
Abraham's brother, with her pitcher upon her shoulder. Aud the damsel 
was very fair to look upon, a virgin : and she went down to the well, 
and filled her pitcher, and came up. 

And the servant ran to meet her, and said, Let me, I pray thee, drink 
a little water of thy pitcher. And she said. Drink, my lord : and she 
hasted, and let down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink. 
And when she had done giving him drink, she said, I will draw water 
for thy camels also, until they have done drinking. And she hasted, 
and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again unto the well to 
draw water, and drew for all his. camels. And the man wondering at 
her held his peace, to wit whether the Lord had made his journey pros- 
]>erous or not. 

And it came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, that the man 
took a golden earring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her 
hands of ten shekels weight of gold ; and said, Whose daughter art thou ? 
tell me, I pray thee : is there room in thy father's house for us to lodge in ? 

And she said unto him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of 
Milcah, which she bare unto Nahor. She said moreover unto him. We 
have both straw and provender enough, and room to lodge in. And the 
man bowed down his head, and worshipped the Lord. And he said, 
Blessed be the Lord Grod of my master Abraham, who hath not left 
destitute my master of his mercy and his truth : I being in the way, the 
Lord led me to the house of my master's brethren. And the damsel 
ran,' and told them of her mother's hou^ ^ these things. 

And Bebekah had a brother, and his name was Laban : and Laban 
ran out unto the man, unto the well. And it came to pass, when he saw 
the earring and bracelets upon his sister's hands, and when he heard the 
words of Bebekah his sister, saying, Thus spake the man unto me ; that 
he came unto the man ; and, behold, he stood by the caniels at the well. 
And he said. Come in, thou blessed of the Lord ; wherefore standest 
thou without ? for I have prepared the house, and room for the camels. 
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And the man came into the house : and he ungirded his camels, and 
gave straw and provender for the camels, and water to wash his feet, and 
the men's feet that were with him. And there was set meat before him 
to eat : but he said, I will not eat, imtil I have told mine errand. And 
he said. Speak on. 

And he said, I am Abraham's servant. And the Lord hath blessed 
my master greatly ; and he is become great : and he bath given him 
flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, and menservants, and maid- 
servants, and camels, and asses. And Sarah my master's wife bare a son 
to my master when she was old : and unto him hath he given all that he 
hath. And my master made me swear, saying. Thou shalt not take a wife 
to my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell : but 
thou shaJt go imto my father's house, and to my kindred, and take a wife 
unto my son. And I said unto my master, Peradventure the woman 
will not follow me. And he said unto me. The Lord, before whom I 
walk, will send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way ; and thou 
shalt take a wife for my son of my kindred, and of my father's house : 
then shalt thou be clear from this my oath, when thou comest to my 
kindred ; and if they give not thee one, thou shalt be clear from my oath. 
And I came this day unto the well, and said, O Lord Grod of my master 
Abraham, if now thou do prosper my way which I go : behold, I stand 
by the weU of water ; and it shall come to pass, that when the virgin 
Cometh forth to draw water, and I say to her. Give me, I pray thee, a 
little water of thy pitcher to drink ; and she say to me. Both drink thou, 
and I will also draw for thy camels : let the same be the woman whomi 
the Lord hath appointed out for my master's son. And before I had 
done speaking in mine heart, behold, Eebekah came forth with her 
pitcher on her shoulder ; and she went down unto the well, and drew 
water : and I said unto her, Let me drink, I pray thee. And she made 
haste, and let down her pitcher from her shoulder, and said. Drink, and 
I will give thy camels drink also : so I drank, and she made the camels 
drink also. And I asked her, and said, Whose daughter art thou ? And 
she said. The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bare unto 
him : and I put the earring upon her face, and the 'bracelets upon her 
hands. And I bowed down my head, and worshipped the Lord, and 
blessed the Lord God of my master Abraham, which had led me in the 
right way to take my master's brother's daughter unto his son. And 
now if ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me : and if 
not, tell me ; that I may turn to the right hand, or to the left 

Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said. The thing proceedeth 
from the Lord : we cannot speak unto thee bad or good. Behold, Ee- 
bekah is before thee, take her, and go, and let her be. thy master's son's 
wife, as the Lord hath spoken. 

And it came to pass, that, when Abraham's servant heard their words, 
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he worshipped the Lord, bowing himself to the earth. And the servant 
brought forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave 
them to Bebekah : he gave also to her brother and to her mother pre- 
cious things. And they did eat and drink, he and the men that were 
with him, and tarried all night ; and they rose up in the morning, and 
he said, Send me away unto my master. And her brother and her mother 
said, Let the damsel abide with us a few days, at the least ten ; after 
that she shall go. And he said imto them, Hinder me not, seeing the 
Lord hath prospered my way ; send me away that I may go to my 
master. And they said. We will call the damsel, and inquire at her 
mouth. And they called Eebekah, and said unto her. Wilt thou go with 
this man ? And she said, I will go. And they sent away Eebekah their 
sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men. And they 
blessed Eebekah, and said unto her. Thou art our sister, be thou the 
mother of thousands of millions, and let thy seed possess the gate of those 
which hate them. 

And Eebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode upon the camels, 
and followed the man : and the servant took Eebekah, and went his 
way. And Isaac came from the way of the well Lahai-roi ; for he dwelt 
in the south coimtry. And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the 
eventide : and he lifted up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels 
were coming. And Eebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, 
she lighted off the camel. For she had said unto the servant, What man 
is this that walketh in the field to meet us 1 And the servant had said. 
It is my master : therefore she took a vail, and covered herself. And 
the servant told Isaac all things that he had done. And Isaac brought 
her into his mother Sarah's tent, and took Eebekah, and she became his 
wife ; and he loved her : and Isaac was comforted after his mother's 
death. And Abraham gave all that he had unto Isaac. 

And these are the days of Abraham's life which he lived, an hundred 
threescore and fifteen years. Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died 
in a good old age, an old man, and full of years ; and was gathered to 
his people. And his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of 
Machpelah, which is before Mamre; the field which Abraham purchased 
of the sons of Heth : there was Abraham buried, and Sarah his wife. 



ESAU^S GREAT MISTAKE. 

AND it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his 
son Isaac ; and Isaac dwelt by the well Lahai-roi. 
And Isaac was forty years old when he took Eebekah to wife. And 
Isaac intreated the Lord for his wife, because she was barren : and the 
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Lord was intreated of him. And when her days were fulfilled, l)ehold, 
there were twins, — Esau and Jacob : and Isaac was threescore years old 
when she bare them. 

And the boys grew : and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the 
field ; and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents. And Isaac loTed 
Esau, because he did eat of his venison : but Bebekah loved Jacob. 

And Jacob sod pottage : and Esau came from the field, and he was 
faint : and Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red 
pottage ; for I am faint. And Jacob said. Sell me this day thy birth- 
right. And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die : and what profit 
shall this birthright do to me ? And Jacob said. Swear to me this day ; 
and he sware imto him : and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. Then 
Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles > and he did eat and drink, 
and rose up, and went his way : thus Esau despised his birthright. 
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AND it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, 
so that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and said unto 
him. My son: and he said unto him, Behold, here am I. And he said. 
Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my death: now therefore 
take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, aud go out to 
the field, and take me some venison ; and make me savoury meat, such 
as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat ; that my soul may bless 
thee before I die. And Eebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his 
son. And Esau went to the field to himt for venison, and to bring it. 

And Eebekah spake imto Jacob her son, saying, Behold, I heard thy 
father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying. Bring me venison, and make 
me savoury meat, that I may eat, and bless thee before the Lord before 
my death. Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that 
which I command thee. Go now to the fibck, and fetch me from thence 
two good kids of the goats ; and I will make them savoury meat for thy 
father, such as he loveth : and thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he 
may eat, and that he may bless thee before his death. And Jacob said 
to Eebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I 
am a smooth man: my father peradventure will feel me, and I shall 
seem to him as a deceiver ; and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a 
blessing. And his mother said unto him. Upon me be thy curse, my 
son : only obey my voice, and go fetch me them. And he went, and 
fetched, and brought them to his mother : and his mother made savoury 
meat, such as his father loved. And Eebekah took goodly raiment of 
her eldest son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them 
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upon Jacob her younger son : and she put the skins of the kids of the 
goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth of his neck : and she gave 
the savoury meat and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand 
of her son Jacob. 

And he came unto his father, and said, My father : and he said, Here 
am I ; who art thou, my son ? And Jacob said unto his father, I am 
Esau thy firstborn ; I have done according as thou badest me : arise, I 
pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me. And 
Isaac said unto his son. How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, my 
son ? And he said. Because the Lord thy Grod brought it to me. And 
Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my 
son, whether thou be my very son Esau or not. And Jacob went near 
imto Isaac his father ; and he felt him, and said. The voice is Jacob's 
voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau. And he discerned him not, 
because his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau's hands : so he blessed 
him. And he said. Art thou my very son Esau? And he said, I am. 
And he said, Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son's venison, that 
my sold may bless thee. And he brought it near to him, and he did 
eat: and he brought him wine, and he drank. And his father Isaac 
said unto him. Come near now, and kiss me, my son. And he came near, 
and kissed him : and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed 
him, and said. See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which 
the Lord hath blessed : therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, 
and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of com and wine : let people 
serve thee, and nations bow down to thee : be lord over thy brethren, 
and let thy mother's sons bow down to thee ; cursed be every one that 
curseth thee, and blessed be he that blesseth thee. 

And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end of blessing 
Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the presence of Isaac his 
father, that Esau his brother came in from his himting. And he also 
had made savoury meat, and brought it unto his father, and said unto 
bis father. Let my father arise, and eat of his son's venison, that thy soul 
may bless me. And Isaac his father said unto him. Who art thou? 
And he said, I am thy son, thy firstborn, Esau. And Isaac trembled 
very exceedingly, and said. Who? where is he that hath taken venison, 
and brought it me, and I have eaten of all before thou camest, and have 
blessed him? yea, and he shall be blessed. 

And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with a great 
and exceeding bitter ciy, and said imto his father, Bless me, even me 
also, O my father. And he said. Thy brother came with subtilty, and 
hath taken away thy blessing. And he said, Is not he rightly named 
Jacob? for he hath supplanted me these two times: he took away my 
birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing. And 
he said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me? And Isaac answered 



40 Jacob's life ik uarax. 



and sud unto Emu BehokJL I have nude liim thy lofd, and all bis 
brethren hav« I giT«n to him for aerranta; and with oom and wine 
have I sustained him : and what shall I do now onto thee, my aont 
And Eaaa said unto his ftther. Hast thoa bat one bleflsing, my fiitherl 
bleas me, even me also. O my ftther. And Esau lifted np his Yoioe, and 
wept. And Isaac his ftther answered and said onto him. Behold, thy 
dwelling shall be the fatneas of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from 
above ; and by thy sword shah thoa live, and shalt serve thy brother; 
and it shadl come to pass when thoa shalt have the dominicm, that thou 
ehalt break his voke from oS thv neck. 

And Esau bated Jacob because of the Uessing wherewith his Either 
blessed him : and Esaa said in his heart. Hie days ol mourning for my 
father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob. And these 
words of Esau her elder son were told to Bebekah : and she sent and 
called Jacob her younger sou, and said unto him. Behold, thy brother 
Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort himself, purposing to kill thee. 
Now therefore, my son, obey my voice ; and arise, flee thou to Laban my 
brother to Haran ; and tarry with him a few days, until thy brother's 
fury turn away ; until thy brother's anger turn away from thee, and he 
forget that which thou hast done to him : then I will send, and fetch thee 
from thence : why should I be deprived also of you both in one day? 

And Eebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life because of the 
daughters of Heth : if Jacob take a wife of the daughters of Heth, such 
as these which are of the daughters of the land, what good shall my life 
do me ? And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife Judith the 
daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Bashemath the daughter of Elon the 
Hittite : which were a grief of mind unto Isaac and to Bebekah. 
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ND Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said 
. unto him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. 
^Vrise, go to Padan-aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father ; 
and take thee a wife from thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's 
brother. And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and 
multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multitude of people ; and give thee 
the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with thee ; that thou 
mayest inherit the land wherein thou art a stranger, which God gave 
unto Abraham. And Isaac sent away Jacob : and he went to Padan- 
aram unto Laban, son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Bebekah, 
Jacob's and Esau's mother. 
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And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward EEaran. And 
he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the 
sun was set ; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his 
pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed, and 
behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven : 
and behold the angels of Grod ascending and descendiug on it And, 
behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord Grod of Abra- 
ham thy father, and the Grod of Isaac : the land whereon thou liest, to 
thee will I give it, and to thy seed ; and thy seed shall be as the dust of 
the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and 
to the north, and to the south : and in thee and in thy seed shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed. And, behold, I am with thee, and will 
keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into 
this land ; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have 
spoken to thee of. 

And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the Lord is 
in this place ; and I knew it not. And he was afraid, and said, How 
dreadful is this place ! this is none other but the house of God, and tins 
is the gate of heaven. And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and 
took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, 
and poured oil upon the top of it. And he called the name of that place 
Beth-el : but the name of that city was called Luz at the first. And 
Jacob vowed a vow, saying. If Grod will be with me, and will keep me in 
this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, 
so that I come again to my father's house in peace ; then shall the Lord 
be my Gk)d : and this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be Grod's 
house : and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth 
unto thee. 

Then Jacob went on his journey, and came intio the land of the people 
of the east. And he looked, and behold a well in the field, and, lo, there 
were three fiocks of sheep lying by it ; for out of that well they watered 
the flocks : and a great stone was upon the well's mouth. And thither 
were all the flocks gathered : and they rolled the stone from the well's 
mouth, and watered the sheep, and put the stone again upon the well's 
mouth in his place. And Jacob said unto them. My brethren, whence 
be ye ? And they said. Of Haran are we. And he said unto them. 
Know ye Laban the son of Nahor? And they said. We know him. 
And he said imto them. Is he well ? And they said. He is well : and, 
behold, Bachel his daughter cometh with the sheep. And he said, Lo, 
it is yet high day, neither is it time that the cattle should be gathered 
together : water ye the sheep, and go and feed them. And they said. 
We cannot, until all the flocks be gathered together, and tiU they roll the 
stone from the well's mouth ; then we water the sheep. 



42 JACOB'S LIFE IN HARAN. 

And while he yet spake with them, Eachel came with her father's 
sheep : for she kept them. And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Bachel 
the daughter of Laban his mother's brother, and the sheep of Laban his 
mother's brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone from the 
well's mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother's brother. And 
Jac<jb kissed Eachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept. And Jacob told 
Bachel that he was her father's brother, and that he was Bebekah's son: 
and she ran and told her father. And it came to pass, when Laban 
heard the tidings of Jacob his sister's son, that he ran to meet biTn^ and 
embraced him, and kissed him, and brought him to his house. And he 
told Laban all these things. And Laban said to him. Surely thou art 
my bone and my flesh. And he abode with him the space of a montL 

And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest 
thou therefore serve me for nought 1 tell me, what shall thy wages be ? 
And Laban had two daughters : the name of the elder was Leah, and 
the name of the younger was BacheL Leah was tender eyed; but 
Bachel was beautiful and well favoured. And Jacob loved Bachel ; and 
said, I will serve thee seven years for Bachel thy younger daughter. And 
Laban said. It is better that I give her to thee, than that I should give 
her to another man : abide with me. And Jacob served seven years for 
Bachel ; and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had 
to her. 

And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife, for my days are ful- 
filled. And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made 
a feast. And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his 
daughter, and brought her to him. And Laban gave unto his daughter 
Leah Zilpah his maid for an handmaid. And in the morning, behold, it 
was Leah : and he said to Laban, What is this thou hast done unto me ? 
did not I serve with thee for Bachel 1 wherefore then hast thou beguiled 
me ? And Laban said. It must not be so done in our country, to give 
the younger before the firstborn. Fulfil her week, and we will give thee 
this also for the service which thou shalt serve with me yet seven other 
years. And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he gave him 
Bachel his daughter to wife also. And Laban gave to Bachel his daughter 
Bilhah his handmaid to be her maid. And he loved also Bachel more 
than Leah, and served with him yet seven other years 

And the Lord said unto Jacob, Betum unto the land of thy fathers 
and to thy kindred j and I will be with thee. 

Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his wives upon camels ; and 
he carried away all his cattle, and all his goods which he had gotten, for 
to go to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan. 

And Jacob stole away imawares to Laban the Syrian, in that he told 
him not that he fled So he fled with all that he had ; and he rose Up^ 
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and passed over the river, and set his face toward the mount Gilead. 
And it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob was fled. And he 
took his brethren with him, and pursued after him seven days' journey ; 
and they overtook him in the mount Gilead. And Ckxl came to Laban 
the Syrian in a dream by night, and said unto him, Take heed that thou 
speak not to Jacob either good or bad. 

Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the 
mount : and Laban with his brethren pitched in the mount of Gilead 

And Laban answered and said unto Jacob Now therefore come 

thou, let us make a covenant, I and thou ; and let it be for a witness 
between me and thee. And Jacob took a stone, and set it up for 
a •pillar. And Jacob said unto his brethren. Gather stones ; and they 
took stones, and made an heap : and they did eat there upon the 
heap. And Laban called it Jegar-gahadutha : but Jacob called it 
Galeed. And Laban said. This heap is a witness between me and thee 
this day. Therefore was the name of it called Galeed ; and Mizpah ; 
for he said, The Lord watch between me and thee, when we are absent 
one from another. If thou shalt afflict my daughters, or if thou shalt 
take other wives beside my daughters, no man is with us ; see, Grod is 
witness betwixt me and thee. And Laban Baid to Jacob, Behold this 
heap, and behold this pillar, which I have cast betwixt me and thee ; 
this heap be witness, and this pillar be witness, that I will not pass over 
this heap to thee, and that thou shalt not pass over this heap and this 
pillar unto me, for harm. The God of Abraham, and the Grod of Nahor, 
the Grod of their father, judge betwixt us. And Jacob sware by the fear 
of his father Isaac. Then Jacob offered sacrifice upon the mount, and 
called his brethren to eat bread : and they did eat bread, and tarried all 
night in the mount. And early in the morning Laban rose up, and 
kissed his sons and his daughters, and blessed them : and Labau 
departed, and returned unto his place. 
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AND Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. And 
when Jacob saw them, he said. This is Grod's host : and he called 
the name of that place Mahanaim. 

And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother, unto the 
land of Seir, the country of Edom. And he commanded them, saying. 
Thus shall ye speak unto my lord Esau ; Thy servant Jacob saith thus, 
I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed there imtil now : and I have 
oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants, and womeiiservaDts : and t 
have sent to tell my lord, that 1 may find grace in thy sight 
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And the messengera returned to Jacob, saying, We came to thy brother 
Esau, and also he cometh to meet thee, and four hundred men with him. 
Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed : and h€^ divided the 
people that was with him, and the flocks, and herds, and the na-niAlg^ into 
two bands ; and said, If Esau come to the one company, and smite it, 
then the other company which is left shall escape. 

And Jacob said, O Ckxi of my father Abraham, and God of my father 
Isaac, the Lord which saidst unto me, Betum unto thy country, and to 
thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee : I am not worthy of the 
least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto 
thy servant ; for with my staff I passed over this Jordan, and now I 
am become two bands. Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my 
brother, from the hand of Esau : for I fear him, lest he will come and 
smite me, and the mother with the children. And thou saidst, I will 
surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the sand of the sea, which 
cannot be numbered for multitude. 

And he lodged there that same night ; and took of that which came 
to his hand a present for Esau his brother ; two hundred she goats, and 
twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, and twenty rams, thirty milch 
camels with their colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, twenty she asses, and 
ten foals. Ajid he delivered them into the hand of his servants, every 
drove by themselves ; and said unto his servants, Pass over before me, 
and put a space betwixt drove and drove. And he commanded the fore- 
most, saying, When Esau my brother meeteth thee, and asketh thee, 
saying, Whose art thou ? and whither goest thou ? and whose are these 
before thee 1 then thou shalt say, They be thy servant Jacob's ; it is a 
present sent imto my lord Esau : and, behold, also he is behind us. And 
so commanded he the second, and the third, and all that followed the 
droves, saying, On this manner shall ye speak unto Esau, when ye find 
him. And say ye moreover, Behold, thy servant Jacob is behkid ua. 
For he said, I will appease him with the present that goeth before me, and 
afterward I will see his face ; peradventure he will accept of me. So went 
the present over before him : and himself lodged that night in the company. 
And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two women- 
servants, and his eleven sons, and passed over the ford Jabbok. And he 
took them, and sent them over the brook, and sent over that he had. 

And Jacob was left alone ; and there wrestled a man with him until 
the breaking of the day. And when he saw that he prevailed not 
against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh ; and the hollow of 
Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. And he said. 
Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except 
thou bless me. And he said unto him, What is thy name ? And he 
said, Jacob. And he said. Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but 
Israel : for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and 
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hast prevailed. And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, 
thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my 
name ? And he blessed him there. And Jacob called the name of the 
place Peniel : for I have seen Gkxi face to face, and my life is preserved. 

And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, 
and with him four hundred . men. And he divided the children unto 
Leah, and unto Bachel, and unto the two handmaids. And he put the 
handmaids and their children foremost, and Leah and her children after, 
and Bachel and Joseph hindermost And he passed over before them, 
and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his 
brother. And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on 
his neck, and kissed him : and they wept. And he lifted up his eyes, 
and saw the women and the children ; and said. Who are those with 
thee ? And he said. The children which Grod hath graciously given thy 
servant. Then the handmaidens came near, they and their children, and 
they bowed themselvea And Leah also with her children came near, and 
bowed themselves : and after came Joseph near and Bachel, and they 
bowed themselves. And he said, What meanest thou by all this drove 
which I met ? And he said. These are to find grace in the sight of my 
lord. And Esau said, I have enough, my brother ; keep that thou hast 
unto thyself. And Jacob said. Nay, I pray thee, if now I have foimd 
grace in thy sight, then receive my present at my hand : for therefore I 
have seen thy face, as though I had seen the face of God, and thou wast 
pleased with me. Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to 
chee ; because God hath dealt graciously with me, and because I have 
enough. And he urged him, and he took it. And he said, Let us take 
our journey, and let us go, and I will go before thee. And he said imto 
him. My lord knoweth that the children are tender, and the flocks and 
herds with young are with me : and if men should overdrive them one 
day, all the flock will die. Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over before his 
servant : and I will lead on softly, according as the cattle that goeth before 
me and the children be able to endure, until I come unto my lord unto Seir. 

And Esau said. Let me now leave with thee some of the folk that are 
with me. And he said. What needeth it ? let me find grace in the sight 
of my lord. 

So Esau returned that day on his way unto Seir. And Jacob 
journeyed to Succoth, and built him an house, and made booths for his 
cattle : therefore the name of the place is called Succoth. 

And Jacob came to Shalem, a city of Shechem, which is in the land 
of Canaan, when he came from Padan-aram ; and pitched his tent be- 
fore the city. And he bought a parcel of a field, where he had spread 
his tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor, Shechem's father, for 
an hundred pieces of money. And he erected there an altar, and called 
it El-elohe-Israel 
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AND God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Beth-el, and dwell there: and 
make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou 
fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. Then Jacob said imto his 
household, and to all that were with him. Put away the strange gods 
that are among you, and be clean, and change your garments : and let 
us arise, and go up to Beth-el ; and I will make there an altar imto God, 
who answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way 
which I went. And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which 
were in their hand, and aU their earrings which were in their ears ; and 
Jacob hid them under the oak which was by Shechem. And they jour- 
neyed : and the terror of Grod was upon the cities that were round about 
them, and they did not pursue after the sons of Jacob. 

So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan, that is, Beth-el, 
he and all the people that were with him. And he built there an altar, 
and called the place El-beth-el : because there GU>d appeared unto him, 
when he fled from the face of his brother. But Deborah Bebekah's 
nurse died, and she was buried beneath Beth-el, under an oak : and the 
name of it was called Allon-bachuth. 

And they journeyed from Beth-el ; and there was but a little way to 
come to Ephrath : and Bachel travailed, and she had hard labour. And 
it came to pass, when she was in hard labour, that the midwife said unto 
her. Fear not ; thou shalt have this son also. And it came to pass, as 
her soul was in departing (for she died) that she called his name Ben-oni: 
but his father called him Benjamin. And Eachel died, and was buried 
in the way to Ephrath, which is Beth-lehem. And Jacob set a pillai 
upon her grave : that is the pillar of BacheFs grave imto this day. 

And Jacob came unto Isaac his father, unto the city of Hebron, where 
Abraham and Isaac sojourned. And the days of Isaac were an hundred 
and fourscore years. And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was 
gathered unto his people, being old and full of days : and his sons Esau 
and Jacob buried him. 

And Esau took his wives, and his sons, and his daughters, and all the 
persons of his house, and his cattle, and all his beasts, and all his sub- 
stance, which he had got in the land of Canaan ; and went into the coun- 
try from the face of his brother Jacob. For their riches were more than 
that they might dwell together; and the land wherein they were 
strangers could not bear them because of their cattle. Thus dwdt Esau 
in mount Seir. 
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AND Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was a stranger, in 
the land of Canaan. 

These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years 
old, was feeding the flock with his brethren ; and the lad was with the 
sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives: and 
Joseph brought unto his father their evil report Now Israel loved 
Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age : 
and he made him a coat of many colours. And when his brethren saw 
that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, 
and cotdd not speak peaceably unto him. 

And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren : and they 
hated him yet the more. And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this 
dream which I have dreamed : for, behold, we were binding sheaves in 
the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright ; and, behold, 
your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf. And 
his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us ? or shalt thou 
indeed have dominion over us 1 And they hated him yet the more for 
his dreams, and for his words. 

And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, 
Behold, I have dreamed a dream more ; and, behold, the sun and the 
moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. And he told it to his 
father, and to his brethren : and his father rebuked him, and said unto 
him. What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy 
mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to 
the earth ? And his brethren envied him ; but his father observed the 
saying. 

And his brethren went to feed their father's flock in Shechem. And 
Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in Shechem? 
come, and I will send thee unto them. And he said to him. Here am I. 
And he said to him. Go, I pray thee, see whether it be well with thy 
brethren, and well with the flocks ; and bring me word again. So he 
sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 

And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was wandering in the 
fleld : and the man asked him, saying. What seekest thou ? And he said, 
I seek my brethren : tell me, I pray thee, where they feed their flocks. 
And the man said. They are departed hence ; for I heard them say. Let 
us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after his brethren, and found them 
in Dothan. And when they saw him afar oflf, even before he came near 
unto them, they conspired against him to slay him. And they said one 
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to another, Behold, this dreamer cometh. Come now therefore, and let 
us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we will say, Some evil beast 
hath devoured him : and we shall see what will become of his dreams. 
And Eeuben heard it, and he delivered hiTn out of their hands ; and said, 
Let us not kill him. And Eeuben said unto them, Shed no blood, but 
cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon 
him ; that he might rid him out of their hands, to deliver him to his 
father again. 

And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, that 
they stript Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many colours that was on 
him ; and they took him, and cast him into a pit : and the pit was 
empty, there was no water in it. And they sat down to eat bread : and 
they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, behold, a company of Ish- 
meelites came from GUead with their camels bearing spicery and balm 
and mjrrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt And Judah said unto his 
brethren, What profit is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood ? 
Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and let not our hand be 
upon him ; for he is our brother and our flesh. And his brethren were 
content. Then there passed by Midianites, merchantmen; and they drew 
and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites 
for twenty pieces of silver : and they brought Joseph into Egypt. 

And Eeuben returned unto the pit ; and, behold, Joseph was not in 
the pit ; and he rent his clothes. And he returned unto his brethren, 
and said. The child is not ; and I, whither shall I go ? And they took 
Joseph's coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the coat in the 
blood ; and they sent the coat of many colours, and they brought it to 
their father ; and said. This have we found : know now whether it be 
thy son's coat or no. And he knew it, and said. It is my son's coat ; an 
evil beast hath devoured him ; Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces. 
And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his loins, and 
mourned for his son many days. And all his sons and all his daughters 
rose up to comfort him ; but he refused to be comforted ; and he said. 
For I will go down into the grave unto my son mourning. Thus his 
father wept for him. And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto 
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh's, and captain of the guard. 

And Joseph was brought down to Egypt ; and Potiphar, an officer of 
Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of 
the Ishmeelites, which had brought him down thither. And the Lord 
was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man ; and he was in the house 
of his master the Egyptian. And his master saw that the Lord was with 
him, and that the Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand. 
And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him : and he made 
him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand. 
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And it came to pass from the time that he had made him overseer in his 
honse, and over all that he had, that the Lord blessed the Egyptian's 
house for Joseph's sake ; and the blessing of the Lord was upon all that 
he had in the house, and in the field And he left all that he had in 
Joseph's hand ; and he knew not ought he had, save the bread which he 
did eat. And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured 

And Joseph's master took him, and put him {on false acciutatwn) into 
the prison, a place where the king's prisoners were bound : and he was 
there in the prison. 

But the Lord was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him 
favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison. And the keeper of the 
prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners that were in the 
prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it. The 
keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that was under his hand ; 
because the Lord was with him, and that which he did, the Lord made 
it to prosper. 

And it came to pass after these things, that the butler of the king of 
Egypt and his baker had offended their lord the king of Egypt. And 
Pharaoh was wroth against two of his officers, against the chief of the 
butlers, and against the chief of the bakers. And he put them in ward 
in the house of the captain of the guard, into the prison, the place where 
Joseph was bound And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with 
them, and he served them : and they continued a season in ward 

And they dreamed a dream both of them, each man his dream in one 
night, each man according to the interpretation of his dream, the butler 
and the baker of the king of Egypt, which were bound in the prison. 
And Joseph came in unto them in the morning, and looked upon them, 
and, behold, they were sad. And he asked Pharaoh's officers that were 
with him in the ward of his lord's house, saying, Wherefore look ye so 
sadly to day 1 And they said unto him. We have dreamed a dream, and 
there is no interpreter of it. And Joseph said unto them, Do not inter- 
pretations belong to God ? tell me them, I pray you. And the chief 
butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, In my dream, behold, 
a vine was before me ; and in the vine were three branches : and it was 
as though it budded, and her blossoms shot forth; and the clusters 
thereof brought forth ripe grapes : and Pharaoh's cup was in my hand : 
and I took the grapes, and pressed tliem into Pharaoh's cup, and I gave 
the cup into Pharaoh's hand. And Joseph said unto him. This is the 
interpretation of it : The three branches are three days : yet within three 
days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore thee unto thy place : 
and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand, after the former 
manner when thou wast his butler. But think on me when it shall be 
well with thee, and shew kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make 
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mtiutidL of nif iinu* Fbanali,aiid Inngme outof this house : for indeed 
I WM^ scuAth kwuy c»ut cf the Imd ci Hie Hebrews : and here also have I 
til lilt- xinthiiig that ther fihciiild pot me into the dongeon. When the 
chiti liftker nw that the iuteiTiretatkiii was good, he said unto Joseph, I 
jilxt'intf in mv draoii, and, behold, I had three white baskets on my head: 
und in tht- uppermoRt basket there was of aU manner of bakemeats for 
PlmnuiL : and tiie Itirdf did eat them out of the basket upon my head. 
And Joseph anFwered and said, lliis is the interpretation thereof : The 
iLiVf liaftkeUi art- three days : yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift 
uji thy hejkd from ciff thee, and shall hang thee on a tree ; and the birds 
shall e.at thv flesh from off thee. 

And it cnme to pass the third day, whidi was Pharaoh's birthday, 
that Lf made a feast unto all his servants : and he lifted up the head of 
the chief butler and of the chief baker among his servants. And he 
iv:$t<»ivd the chief butler unto his butlership again ; and he gave the cap 
uiU* Phara4:>h 8 hand : but he hanged the chief baker : as Joseph had 
iiitrq>ret'ed to them. Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, 
but forgSiX him. 

And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh 
drKtmed : and, behold, he stood by the river. And, behold, there came 
up out of the river fieven well favoured kine and fatfleshed ; and they 
fed in a meadow. And, behold, seven other kine came up after them 
out of the river, ill favoured and leanfleshed ; and stood by the other 
kine upon the brink of the river. And the ill favoured and leanfleshed 
kine did eat up the seven well favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh 
awoke. And he slept and dreamed the second time: and, behdd, 
seven ears of com came up upon one stalk, rank and good. And, behold, 
seven thin ears and blasted with the east wind sprung up after them. 
And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and full ears. And 
Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a dream. And it came to pass in 
the momiiig that his spirit was troubled ; and he sent and called for all 
tlie magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof : and Pharaoh told 
til em his dream ; but there was none that could interpret them unto 
Pharaoh. 

Then wpake the chief butler imto Pharaoh, saying, I do remember my 
faultH this (lay : Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me in 
ward ill the captain of the guard's house, both me and the chief baker: 
and wo dreamed a dream in one night, I and he ; we dreamed each man 
ai'foi'diiig to the interpretation of his dream. And there was there with 
\iN a yo\uig man, an Hebrew, servant to the captain of the guard ; and we 
told hint, and ho iuteq>reted to us our dreams ; to each man according to 
bin divaui \w iliil intorpn^t* And it came to pass, as he interpreted to 
UH, HO it w«H ; mo ho i^ostored unto mine office, and him he hanged. 
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Tlien Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him hastily 
out of the dungeon : and he shaved himself, and changed his raiment, 
and came in unto Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have 
dreamed a dream, and there is none that can interpret it ; and I have 
heard say of thee, that thou canst understand a dream to interpret it. 
And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying. It is not in me : God shall give 
Pharaoh an answer of peace. And Pharaoh said imto Joseph, In my 
dream, behold, I stood upon the bank of the river : and, behold, there 
came up out of the river seven kine, fatfleshed and well favoured ; and 
they fed in a meadow : and, behold, seven other kine came up after 
them, poor and very ill favoured and leanfleshed, such as I never saw in 
all the land of Egypt for badness : and the lean and the ill favoured 
kine did eat up the first seven fat kine : and when they had eaten them 
up, it could not be known that they had eaten them ; but they were 
still ill favoured, as at the beginning. So I awoke. And I saw in my 
dream, and, behold, seven ears came up in one stalk, full and good : and, 
behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted with the east wind, 
sprung up after them : and the thin ears devoured the seven good ears : 
and, I told this unto the magicians; but there was none that could de- 
clare it to me. 

And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh is one: God 
hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about to do. The seven good kine are 
seven years ; and the seven good ears are seven years : the dream is one. 
And the seven thin and illfavoured kine that came up after them are 
seven years ; and the seven empty ears blasted with the east wind shall 
be seven years of famine. This is the thing which I have spoken unto 
Pharaoh : What God is about to do he sheweth unto Pharaoh. Behold, 
there come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt : 
and there shall arise after them seven years of famine ; and all the 
plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt ; and the famine shall 
consume the land ; and the plenty shall not be known in the land by 
reason of that famine following ; for it shall be very grievous. And for 
that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice; it is because the 
thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass. Now 
therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and wise, and set him over 
the land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers 
over the land, and take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the 
seven plenteous years. And let them gather all the food of those good 
years tiiat come, and lay up com under the hand of Pharaoh, and let 
them keep food in the cities. And that food shall be for store to the 
land against the seven years of famine, which shall be in the land of 
Egypt ; that the land perish not through the famine. 

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all 
bis servauts. And Pharaoh said unto his servants. Can we find such a 
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one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is ? And Pharaoh said 
unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, there is none 
so discreet and wise as thou art: thou shalt be over my houae, and 
according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled : only in the throne 
will I be greater than thou. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have 
set thee over all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh took off his ring from 
his hiind, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures of 
fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck ; and he made him to 
ride in the second chaiiot which he had ; and they cried before him, 
Bow the knee : and he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. And 
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man 
lift up his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh called 
Joseph's name Zaphnath-paaneah ; and he gave him to wife Asenath, 
tlie daughter of Poti-pherah priest of On. And Joseph went out over 
all the land of Egypt. 

And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king 
of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and 
went throughout all the land of Egypt. And in the seven plenteous 
years the earth brought forth by handfuls. And he gathered up all the 
food of the seven years, which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up 
the food in the cities : the food of the field, which was round about every 
city, laid he up in the same. And Joseph gathered com as the sand of 
the sea, very much, until he left numbering ; for it was without number. 
And unto Joseph were born two sons before the years of famine came, 
which Asenath, the daughter of Poti-pherah priest of On, bare unto him. 
And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh : For God, said 
he, hath made me forget all my toil, and all my father's house. And 
the name of the second called he Ephraim : For God hath caused me to 
be fruitful in the land of my affliction. 

And the seven years of plenteousness, that was in the land of Egypt, 
were ended. And the seven years of dearth began to come, accordiDg 
as Joseph had said : and the dearth was in all lands; but in all the land 
of Egypt there was bread. And when all the land of Egypt was 
famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread : and Pharaoh said unto 
all the Egyptians, Go unto Joseph ; what he saith to you, do. And 
the famine was over all the face of the earth : and Joseph opened all 
the storehouses, and sold unto the Egyptians ; and the famine waxed 
sore in the land of Egypt. And all countries came into Egypt to 
Joseph for to buy com ; because that the famine was so sore in all lands. 

Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob said unto 
his sons. Why do ye look one upon another ? And he said. Behold, I 
have heard that there is com in Egypt : get you down thither, and buy 
for us from thence; that we may live, and not die. 

And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy com in Egypt. But 
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Benjamin, Joseph's broUier, Jacob sent not with his brethren ; for he 
said, Lest peradventure mischief befall him. And the sons of Israel 
came to buy com among those that came : for tlie famine was in the 
land of Canaan. And Joseph was the governor over the land, and he it 
was that sold to all the people of the land : and Joseph's brethren came, 
and bowed down themselves before him with their faces to the earth. 
And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made himself 
strange unto them, and spake roughly unto them ; and lie said unto 
them, Whence come ye ? And they said. From the land of Canaan, t^j 
buy food. And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not him. 
And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and 
said unto them. Ye are spies ; to see the nakedness of the land ye ai-e 
come. 

And they said unto him. Nay, my lord, but to buy food ai-e thy ser- 
vants come. "We are all one man's sons ; we are true men, thy servants 
are no spies. And he said unto them, Nay, but to see the nakedness of 
the land ye are come. 

And they said. Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one man 
in the land of Canaan ; and, behold, the youngest is this day with our 
father, and one is not. 

And Joseph said unto them, That is it that I spake unto yon, saying, 
Ye are spies. Hereby ye shall be proved : By the life of Pharaoh ye 
shall not go forth hence, except your youngest brother come hither. 
Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother, and ye shall be kept in 
prison, that your words may be proved, whether there be any truth in 
you : or else, by the life of Pharaoh surely ye are spies. And he put 
them all together into ward three days. And Joseph said unto them the 
third day. This do, and live ; for I fear Gk)d : If ye be true men, let one 
of your brethren be bound in the house of your prison : go ye, cany 
com for the famine of your houses : but bring your youngest brother 
unto me ; so shall your words be verified, and ye shall not die. And 
they did so. 

And they said one to another, We are verily guilty concerning our 
brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, 
and we would not hear ; therefore is this distress come upon us. And 
Beuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto you, saying, Do not 
sin against the child; and ye would not hear? therefore, behold, also hLs 
blood is required. And they knew not that Joseph understood them ; 
for he spake unto them by an interpreter. And he turned himself about 
from them, and wept ; and returned to them again, and communed with 
them, and took from them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes. 

Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with com, and to restore 
every man's money into his sack, and to give them provision for the 
way: and thus did he unto them. And they laded their asses with the 
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com, and departed thence. And as one of them opened his sack to give 
his ass provender in the inn, he espied his money; for, behold, it was in 
his sack's mouth. And he said unto his brethren. My money is restored; 
and, lo, it is even in my sack: and their heart failed them, and they 
were afraid, saying one to another, What is this that God hath done 
unto us i 

And they came unto Jacob their father, unto the land of Canaan, and 
told him all that befell unto them; saying. The man, who is the lord of 
the land, spake roughly to us, and took us for spies of the country. And 
we said unto him. We are true men r we are no spies: we be twelve 
brethren, sons of our father; one is not, and the youngest is this day 
with our father in the land of Canaan. And the man, the lord of the 
country, said unto us. Hereby shall I know that ye are true men; leave 
one of your brethren here with me, and take food for the famine of your 
households, and be gone: and bring your youngest brother unto me: 
then shall I know that ye are no spies, but that ye are true men: so will 
I deliver you your brother, and ye shall traffick in the land. 

And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, behold, every 
man's bundle of money was in his sack: and when both they and their 
father saw the bundles of money, they were afraid. And Jacob their 
father said unto them, Me have ye bereaved of my children: Joseph is 
not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all these things 
are against me. And Beuben spalse unto his father, saying. Slay my 
two sons, if I bring him not to thee: deliver him into my hand, and I 
will biing him to thee again. And he said. My son shall not go down 
with you; for his brother is dead, and he is left alone: if mischief befall 
him by the way in the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray 
haii^ with sorrow to the grave. 

And the famine was sore in the land. And it came to pass, when 
they had eaten up the com which they had brought out of Egypt, their 
father said unto them. Go again, buy us a little food. And Judah 
spake unto him, saying. The man did solemnly protest unto us, saying, 
Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with you. If thou wilt 
send our brother with us, we will go down and buy thee food: but if 
thou wilt not send him, we will not go down: for the man said unto us, 
Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with you. And Israel 
said. Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as to tell the man whether ye 
had yet a brother ? And they said, The man asked us straitly of our 
state, and of our kindred, saying. Is your father yet alive? have ye 
another brother ? and we told him according to the tenor of these words: 
could we certainly know that he would say. Bring your brother down ? 

And Judah said unto Israel his father. Send the lad with me, and we 
will arise and go; that we may live, and not die, both we, and thou, and 
also our little ones. I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou 
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require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, thou 
let me bear the blame for ever: for except we had lingered, surely now 
we had returned this second time. 

And their father Israel said unto them. If it must be so now, do this; 
take of the best fruits in the land in your vessels, and carry down the 
man a present, a little balm, and a little honey, spices, and myrrh, nuts, 
and almonds: and take double money in your hand; and the money that 
was brought again in the mouth of your sacks, carry it again in your 
hand; peradventure it was an oversight. Take also your brother, and 
arise, go again unto the man: and Gk>d Almighty give you mercy before 
the man, that he may send away your other brother, and Benjamin. If 
I be bereaved of my children, I am bereaved. 

And the men took that present, and they took double money in their 
hand, and Benjamin; and rose up, and went down to Egypt, and stood 
before Joseph. And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to 
the ruler of his house, Bring these men home, and slay, and make ready; 
for these men shall dine with me at noon. And the man did as Joseph 
bade; and the man brought the men into Joseph's house. And the men 
were afraid, because they were brought into Joseph's house ; and they said, 
Because of the money that was returned in our sacks at the first time are 
we brought in; that he may seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, 
and take us for bondmen, and our asses. And they came near to the 
steward of Joseph's house, and they communed with him at the door 
of the house, and said, O sir, we came indeed down at the first time to 
buy food: and it came to pass, when we came to the inn, that we opened 
our sacks, and, behold, every man's money was in the mouth of his sack, 
our money in full weight: and we have brought it again in our hand. 
And other money have we brought down in our hands to buy food: we 
cannot tell who put our money in our sacks. And he said. Peace be to 
you, fear not: your God, and the God of your father, hath given you 
treasure in your sacks: I had your money. And he brought Simeon 
out unto them. And the man brought the men into Joseph's house, 
and gave them water, and they washed their feet; and he gave their 
asses provender. And they made ready the present against Joseph 
came at noon: for they heard that they should eat bread there. 

And when Joseph came home, they brought him the present which 
was in their hand into the house, and bowed themselves to him to the 
earth. And he asked them of their welfare, and said, Is your father 
well, the old man of whom ye spake ? Is he yet alive ? 

And they answered. Thy servant our father is in good health, he is 
yet alive. And they bowed down their heads, and made obeisance. 
And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother's 
son, and said, Is this your younger brother, of whom ye spake unto me? 
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And he said, God be gracioos onto thee, my son. And Joseph made 
haste; for his bowels did yearn upon his brother: and he sought where to 
weep; and he entered into his chamber, and wept there. And he 
washed his face, and went out, and refrained himself, and said. Set on 
bread. And they set on for him by himself, and for them by them- 
selves, and for the Egyptians, which did eat with him, by themselves: 
because the Egyptians might not eat bread with the Hebrews; for that 
is an abomination unto the Egyptians. And they sat before him, the 
firstborn according to his birthright, and the youngest according to his 
youth: and the men marvelled one at another. And he took and sent 
messes unto them from before him: but Benjamin's mess was five times 
so much as any of theirs. And they drank, and were merry with him. 

And be commanded the steward of his house, saying. Fill the men's 
sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put every man's money 
in his sack's mouth. And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack's 
mouth of the youngest, and his com money. And he did according to 
the word that Joseph had spoken. As soon as the morning was light, 
the men were sent away, they and their asses. And when they were 
gone out of the city, and not yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward. 
Up, follow after the men; and when thou dost overtake them, say unto 
them, Wherefoi*e have ye rewarded evil for good ? Is not this it in 
which my lord drinketh, and whereby indeed he divineth? ye have done 
evil in so doing. 

And he overtook them, and he spake unto them these same words. 
And they said unto him, Wherefore saith my lord these words ? God 
forbid that thy servants should do according to this thing. Behold, the 
money, which we found in our sacks' mouths, we brought again unto 
thee out of the land of Canaan: how then should we steal out of thy 
lord's house silver or gold? With whomsoever of thy servants it be 
found, both let him die, and we also will be my lord's bondmen. And 
he said, Now also let it be according unto your words: he with whom it 
is found shall be my servant; and ye shall be blameless. Then they 
speedily took down every man his sack to the ground, and opened 
every man his sack. And he searched, and began at the eldest, and left 
at the youngest: and the cup was found in Benjamin's sack. Then 
they rent their clothes, and ladetl every man his ass, and returned to 
the city. 

And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's house; for he was yet 
there: and they fell before him on the ground. And Joseph said unto 
them, What deed is this that ye have done ? wot ye not that such a man 
as I can certainly divine ? 

And Judah said, What shall we say unto my lord ? what shall we 
speak? or how shall we clear ourselves? God hath found out the 
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iniquity of thy servants: behold, we are my lord's servants, both we, 
and he also with whom the cup is found. 

And he said, Ck)d forbid that I should do so: but the man in whose 
hand the cup is found, he shall be my servant; and aa for you, get you 
up in peace unto your father. 

Then Judah came near unto him, and said. Oh my lord, let thy 
servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not thine 
anger bum against thy servant: for thou art even as Pharaoh. My 
lord asked his servants, saying. Have ye a father, or a brother ? And 
we said unto my lord. We have a father, an old man, and a child of his 
old age, a little one; and his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his 
mother, and his father loveth him. , And thou saidst unto thy servantH, 
Bring him down unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon him. And we 
said unto my lord. The lad cannot leave his father : for if he should leave 
his father, his father would die. And thou saidst unto thy servants, 
Except your youngest brother come down with you, ye shall see my face 
no more. And it came to pass when we came up unto thy servant my father, 
we told him the words of my lord. And our father said, Go again, and buy 
us a little food. And we said. We cannot go down : if our youngest broth er 
be with us, then will we go down: for we may not see the man's face, 
except our youngest brother be with us. And thy servant my father 
said unto us. Ye know that my wife bare me two sons: and the one 
went out from me, and I said. Surely he is torn in pieces; and I saw 
him not since: and if ye take this a^lso from me, and mischief befall him, 
ye shall bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. Now 
therefore when I come to thy servant my father, and the lad be not 
with us; seeing that his life is bound up in the lad's life; it shall come 
to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with us, that he will die: and 
thy servants shall bring down the gray hairs of thy servant our father 
with sorrow to the grave. For thy servant became surety for the lad 
unto my father, saying. If I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear 
the blame to my father for ever. Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy 
servant abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let the lad 
go up with his brethren. For how shall I go up to my father, and the 
lad be not with me ? lest peradventure I see the evil that shall come on 
my father. 

Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them tliat stood by 
him; and he cried. Cause every man to go out from me. And there 
stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his 
brethren. And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house of 
Pharaoh heard. 

And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet 
live ? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled 
at his presence. And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to 
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me, I pray jou. And thej came near. And he said, I am Joseph your 
brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now therefore be not grieved, nor 
angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for €rod did send me before 
you to preserve life. For these two years hath the famine been in the 
land: and yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither be 
earing nor harvest And €rod sent me before you to preserve you a 
posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So 
now it was not you that sent me hither, but Gk)d: and he hath made me 
a father to Phsuraoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout 
all the land of Egypt. Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto 
him. Thus saith thy son Joseph, €rod hath made me lord of all Egypt: 
come down unto me, tarry not: and thou shalt dwell in the land of 
Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and 
thy children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and aU that thou 
hast: and there will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years of 
famine; lest thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast, come to 
poverty. And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother 
Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh unto you. And ye shall 
tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; 
and ye shall haste and bring down my father hither. And he fell upon 
his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his 
neck. Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and 
after that his brethren talked with him. 

And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, Joseph's 
brethren are come: and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants. And 
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren. This do ye; lade your 
beasts, and go, get you unto the land of Canaan; and take your father and 
your households, and come unto me: and I will give you the good of 
the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land. Now thou art 
commanded, this do ye; take you wago/is out of the land of Egypt for 
your little ones, and for your wives, and bring your father, and come. 
Also regard not your stuflf ; for the good of all the land of Egypt is youra 
And the children of Israel did so: and Joseph gave them wagons, 
according to the commandment of Pharaoh, and gave them provision for 
the way. To all of them he gave each man changes of raiment; but to 
Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver, and five changes of 
raiment. And to his father he sent after this manner; ten asses laden 
with the good things of Egypt, and ten she asses laden with corn and bread 
and meat for his father by the way. So he sent his brethren away, and 
they departed: and he said unto them. See that ye fall not out by the way. 

And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan 
unto Jacob their father, and told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and 
he is governor over all the land, of Egypt And Jacob's heart fainted, 
for he believed them not. And they told him all the words of Joseph, 
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which he had said unto them: and when he saw the wagons which 
Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived: 
and Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go and 
see him before I die. 

And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beer- 
sheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God of his father Isaac. And Gkxi 
spake imto Israel in the visions of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. 
And he said, Here am I. And he said, I am God, the God of thy 
father: fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a 
great nation. I will go down with thee into Egypt ; and I will also surely 
bring thee up again : and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes. And 
Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba: and the sons of Israel carried Jacob 
their father, and their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons which 
Pharaoh had sent to carry him. And they took their cattle, and their 
goods, which they had gotten in the land of Canaan, and came into 
Egypt, Jacob, and all his seed with him: his sons, and his sons' sons 
with him, his daughters, and his sons' daughters, and all his seed 
brought he with him into Egypt. 

And these are the names of the children of Israel, which came into 
Egypt, Jacob and his sons: Eeuben, and Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, 
and Issachar, and Zebulun, and Gad, and Asher, and Joseph, and Ben- 
jamin, and Dan, and Naphtali And unto Joseph in the land of Egypt 
were bom Manasseh and Ephraim, which Asenath, the daughter of Poti- 
pherah priest of On, bare unto him. All the souls that came with Jacob 
into Egypt, besides Jacob's sons' wives, were threescore and ten. 

And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct his face unto 
Goshen; and they came into the land of Goshen. And Joseph made 
ready his chariot, and went up to meet Israel his father, to Goshen, and 
presented himself unto him; and he fell on his neck, and wept on his 
neck a good while. 

And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy 
face, because thou art yet alive. And Joseph said unto his brethren, 
and unto his father's house, I will go up, and shew Pharaoh, and say 
unto him. My brethren, and my father's house, which were in the land 
of Canaan, are come unto me; and the men are shepherds, for their 
trade hath been to feed cattle; and they have brought their flocks, and 
their herds, and all that they have. And it shall come to pass, when 
Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say, "What is your occupation ? that 
ye shall say. Thy servants' trade hath been about cattle from our youth 
even until now, both we, and also our fathers: that ye may dwell in the 
land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination unto the Egyptians. 

Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said. My father and my 
brethren, and their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have, are 
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come out of the land of Canaan; and, behold, they are in the land of 
GoHhen. And he took some of his brethren, even five men, and {resented 
them unto Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said unto his br^hren. What is 
your occupation ? And they said unto Pharaoh, Thy servants are shep- 
herds, both we, and also our fathers. They said moreover unto Pharaoh, 
For to sojourn in the land are we come; for thy servants have no pas- 
ture for their flocks; for the famine is sore in the land of Canaan : now 
therefore, we pray thee, let thy servants dwell in the land of GrosheiL 
And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, Thy father and thy brethren 
are come unto thee: the land of Egypt is before thee; in the best of the 
land make thy father and brethren to dwell; in the land of Goshen let 
them dwell: and if thou knowest any men of activity among them, then 
make them rulers over my cattle. And Joseph brought in Jacob his 
father, and set him before Pharaoh: and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How old art thou ? And Jacob said 
uuto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred 
and thirty years: few and evil have the days of the years of my life 
been, and have not attained unto the days of the years of the life of my 
fathers in the days of their pilgrimage. And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, 
and went out from before Pharaoh. 

And Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and gave them a pos- 
session in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land <^ 
Bameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. And Joseph nourished his father, 
and his brethren, and all his father's household, with bread, according 
to their families. 
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AND Israel dwelt iu the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen; 
and they had possessions therein, and grew, and multiplied ex- 
ceedingly. And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years: so 
the whole age of Jacob was an hundred forty and seven years. And 
the time drew nigh that Israel must die: and he called his son Joseph, 
and said unto him. If now I have found grace in thy sight, put, I pray 
thee, thy hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me; 
bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt: but I will lie with my fathers, and 
thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and bury me in their buryingplace. 
And he said, I will do as thou hast said. And he said. Swear unto me. 
And he sware unto him. And Israel bowed himself upon the bed's 
head. 

And it came to pass after these things, that one told Joseph, Behold, 
thy father is sick: and he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and 
Ephraim. And one told Jacob, and said, Behold, thy son Joseph cometh 
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unto thee: and Israel strengthened himself, and sat upon t)ie bed. And 
Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto me at Luz in the 
land of Canaan, and blessed me, and said unto me. Behold, I will make 
thee fruitful, and multiply thee, and I will make of thee a multitude of 
people; and will give this land to thy seed after thee for an everlasting 
possession. 

Ajid now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which were bom imto 
thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine; 
as Beuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. And thy issue, which thou 
begettest after them, shall be thine, and shall be called after the name 
of their brethren in their inheritance. And as for me, when I came 
from Padan, Bachel died by me in the land of Canaan in the way, when 
yet there was but a Httle way to come unto Ephrath: and I buried her 
there in the way of Ephrath; the same is Beth-lehem. And Israel be- 
held Joseph's sons, and said. Who are these ? And Joseph said unto Iur 
father, They are my sons, whom God hath given me in this place. And 
he said. Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will bless theuL Now 
the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he could not see. And he 
brought them near unto him; and he kissed them, and embraced them. 
And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought to see thy face: and, lo, 
Grod hath shewed me also thy seed. And -Joseph brought them out 
from between his knees, and he bowed himself with his face to the eartlu 
And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward IsraeFs 
left hand, and Maiiaaseh in his left hand toward IsraeFs right liand, and 
brought them near unto him. And Israel stretched out his right hand, 
and laid it upon Ephraim's head, who was the younger, and his left 
hand upon Manasseh's head, guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh 
was the firstborn. 

And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers Abra- 
ham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life long unto 
this day, the Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and 
let my name be named on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth. 
And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand upon the head 
of Ephraim, it displeased him: and he held up his father's hand, to re- 
move it from Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's head. And Joseph said 
unto his father. Not so, my father: for this is the firstborn; put thy right 
hand upon his head. And his father refused, and said, I know it, my 
son, I know it: he also shall become a people, and he also shall be great: 
but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his seed shall 
become a multitude of nations. And he blessed them that day, saying. 
In thee shall Israel bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and as 
Manasseh: and he set Ephraim before Manasseh. And Israel said unto 
Joseph, Behold, I die: but GU)d shall be with you, and bring you again 
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unto the land of your fathers. Moreover I have given to thee one 
portion above thy brethren, which I took out of the hand of the Amorite 
with my sword and with my bow. 

And Jacob called imto his sons, and said, Grather yourselves together, 
and hear, ye sons of Jacob; and hearken imto Israel your father. And 
he charged them, and said unto them, I am to be gathered unto my 
people : bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of 
Ephron the Hittite, in the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which 
is before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with 
the field of Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a buryingplace. There 
they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and 
Bebekah his wife; and there I buried Leah. The purchase of the field 
and of the cave that is therein was from the children of Heth. And 
when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up 
his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was gathered nnto 
his people. 

And Joseph fell upon his father's face, and wept upon him, and kissed 
him. And Joseph conmianded his servants the physicians to embalm 
his father: and the physicians embalmed Israel. And forty days were 
fulfilled for him ; for so are fulfilled the days of those which are 
embalmed : and the Egyptians mourned for him threescore and ten 
days. 

And when the days of his mourning were past, Joseph spake unto 
the house of Pharaoh, saying. If now I have found grace in your eyes, 
speak, I pray you, in the ears of Pharaoh, saying. My father made me 
swear, saying, Lo, I die: in my grave which I have digged for me in the 
land of Canaan, there shalt thou bury me. Now therefore let me go up, 
I pray thee, and bury my father, and I will come again. And Pharaoh 
said. Go up, and bury thy father, according as he made thee swear. 

And Joseph went up to bury his father: and with him went up all 
the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders of 
the land of Egypt, and all the house of Joseph, and his brethren, and 
his father's house: only their little ones, and their fiocks, and their herds, 
they left in the land of Goshen. And there went up with him both 
chariots and horsemen: and it was a very great company. And they 
came to the threshing-floor of Atad, which is beyond Jordan, and there 
they mourned with a great and very sore lamentation: and he made a 
mourning for his father seven days. And when the inhabitants of the 
land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they said. 
This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians: wherefore the name of 
it was called Abel-mizraim, which is beyond Jordan. And his sons did 
unto hiTYi according as he commanded them : for his sons carried him 
into the land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the field of 
Machpelah, 
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And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his brethren, and all that 
went up with him to bury his father, after he had buned his father. 

And when Joseph's brethren saw that their father was dead, they 
said, Joseph will peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all 
the evil which we did unto him. And they sent a messenger unto 
Joseph, saying. Thy father did command before he died, saying. So shall 
ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass of thy 
brethren, and their sin; for they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray 
thee, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of thy father. And 
Joseph wept when they spake unto him. And his brethren also went 
and fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be thy servants. 
And Joseph said unto them. Fear not: for am I 'in the place of Grod ? 
But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto 
good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. Now 
therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And 
he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them. 

And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father's house: and Joseph 
lived an hundred and ten years. And Joseph saw Ephraim's children 
of the third generation: the children also of Machir the son of Manasseh 
were brought up upon Joseph's knees. And Joseph said unto his 
brethren, I die: and God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this 
land unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, Grod will 
surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence. So Joseph 
died, being an hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed him, and 
he was put in a cofi&n in Egypt. 
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AND the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, 
and multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and the land was 
filled with them. Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew 
not Joseph. And he said unto his people. Behold, the people of the child- 
ren of Israel are more and mightier than we : come, let us deal wisely with 
them; lest they multiply, and it come to pass, that, when there falleth 
out any war, they join also unto our enemies, and fight against us, and 
so get them up out of the land. Therefore they did set over them task- 
masters to afflict them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh 
treasure cities, Pithom and Eaamses. But the more they afflicted them, 
the more they multiplied and grew. And they were grieved because of 
the children of Israel. And the Egyptians made the children of Israel 
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to serve with rigour : and they made their lives bitter with hard bond- 
age, in morter, and in brick, and in all manner of service in the field: 
all their service, wherein they made them serve, was with rigour. 

And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, of which the 
name of the one was Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah: and he 
said. If it be a son, ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, she shall 
live. But the midwives feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt 
commanded them, but saved the men children alive. Therefore God 
dealt well with the midwives: and the people multiplied, and liraxed 
very mighty. And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son 
that is bom ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save 
alive. 

And there went a man of the ho\ise of Levi, and took to wife a 
daughter of Levi. And the woman bare a son: and when she saw that 
he was a goodly child, she hid him three montha And when she coidd 
not longer hide liim, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed 
it with slime and with pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid it 
in the flags by the river's brink. And his sister stood afar off, to wit 
what would be done tx) him. 

And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river ; 
and her maidens walked along by the river's side; and when she saw the 
ark among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it. And when she had 
opened it, she saw the child: and, behold, the babe wept. And she had 
compassion on him, and said. This is one of the Hebrews' children. 
Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daughter. Shall I go and call to thee a 
nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee? 
And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, GU). And the maid went and 
called the child's mother. And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her. Take 
this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy wage& 
And the woman took the child, and nursed it. And the chUd grew, 
and she brought him unto Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. 
And she called his name Moses: and she said, Because I drew him out 
of the water. 

And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he 
wont out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he spied 
an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren. And he looked 
this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he 
slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. 

And when he went out the second day, behold, two men of the 
Hebrews strove together: and he said to him that did the wrong. 
Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow ? And he said, "Who made thee a 
prince and a Judge over ns? inteudest thou to kill me, as thou killedst 
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the Egyptian? And Mosee feared, and said. Surely this thing is 
known. 

Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But 
Moses fled from ike face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: 
and he sat down by a well. 

Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters: and they came and 
drew water, and filled the troughs to water their father's flock. And 
the shepherds came and drove them away: but Moses stood up and 
helped them, and watered their flock. And when they came to Beuel 
their father, he said, How is it that ye are come so soon to-day ? And 
they said. An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds, 
and also drew water enough for us, and watered the flock. And he said 
unto his daughters. And where is he? why is it that ye have left the 
man? caU him, that he may eat bread. And Moses was content to 
dwell with the man: and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter. And 
she bare a son, and he called his name Gershom: for he said, I have 
been a stranger in a strange land. 

And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: 
and the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they 
cried, and their cry came up unto Qod by reason of the bondage. And 
God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with 
Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. And God looked upon the 
children of Israel, and God had respect unto them. 

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of 
Midian : and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to 
the mountain of God, even to Horeb. And the angel of the Lord ap- 
peared unto him in a flame of Are out of the midst of a bush: and he 
looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not 
consumed. And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great 
sight, why the bush is not burnt. And when the Lord saw that he 
turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, 
and said, Moses, Moses. And he said. Here am I. And he said. Draw 
not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy groimd. Moreover he said, I am the God of thy 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 
And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. 

And the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people 
which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their task- 
masters; for I know their sorrows; and I am come down to deliver 
them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of 
that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk 
and honey. Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that 
thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt 

(276) 5 
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And Moees said unto Grod, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, 
and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt ? And 
he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto 
thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people 
out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain. And Moses 
said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and 
shall say unto them. The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; 
and they shall say to me. What is his name? what shall I say unto 
them? And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, 
Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me 
unto you. Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto 
them. The Lord God of your Others, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and 
of Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, I have surely visited you, and seen 
that which is done to you in Egypt: and I have said, I will bring you 
up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the Canaanites, and 
the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites, unto a land flowing with milk and honey. And they 
shall hearken to thy voice: and thou shalt come, thou and the elders of 
Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and ye shall say unto him, The Lord 
God of the Hebrews hath met with us: and now let us go, we beseech 
thee, three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to 
the Lord our God. 

And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by 
a mighty hand. And I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with 
all my wonders which I will do in the midst thereof: and after that he 
will let you go. And I will give this people favoiur in the sight of the 
Egyptians: and it shall come to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go 
empty: but every woman shall borrow of her neighbour, and of her that 
sojoumeth in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: 
and ye shall put them upon your sons, and upon your daughters; and 
ye shall spoil the Egyptians. And Moses answered and said. But, be- 
hold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will 
say. The Lord hath not appeared unto thee. And the Lord said unto 
him. What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod. And he said, 
Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a 
serpent; and Moses fled from before it. And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth his 
hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand: that they may 
believe that the Lord God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee. 

And the Lord said furthermore unto him. Put now thine hand into thy 
bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out, 
behold, his hand was leprous as snow. And he said. Put thine hand 
into thy bosom again. And he put his hand i^to his bosom again ; and 
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plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his 
other flesh. And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, 
neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they will believe the 
voice of the latter i^ign. And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe 
also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take 
of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water 
which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land 

And Moses said unto the Lord, my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither 
heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow 
of speech, and of a slow tongue. And the Lord said unto him, Who 
hath made man's mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the 
seeing, or the blind? have not I the Lord? Now therefore go, and I 
will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say. And he 
said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt 
send. And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses, and he 
said. Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak 
welL And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and when he 
seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. And thou shalt speak unto him, 
and put words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with 
his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do. And he shall be thy 
spokesman unto the people: and ^e shall be, even he shall be to thee 
instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of Gk>d. And thou 
shalt take this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs. 

And Moses went and returned to Jethro his father in law, and said 
unto him. Let me go, I pray thee, and return unto my brethren which 
are in Egypt, and see whether they be yet alive. And Jethro said to 
Moses, Go in peace. And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set 
them upon an ass, and he returned to the land of Egypt : and Moses 
took the rod of Grod in his hand. And the Lord said unto Moses, 
When thou goest to return into Egypt, see that thou do all those 
wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand: but I will 
harden his heart, that he shall not let the people go. And thou shalt 
say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord, Israel is my son, even my first- 
bom: and I say unto thee. Let my son go, that he may serve me: and if 
thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy firstborn. 

And the Lord said to Aaron, Go into the wilderness to meet Moses. 
And he went, and met him in the mount of God, and kissed him. And 
Moses told Aaron all the words of the Lord who had sent him, and all 
the signs which he had commanded him. 

And Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of 
the children of Israel: and Aaron spake all the words which the Lord 
had spoken unto Moses, and did the signs in the sight of the people. 
And the people believed; and when they heard that the Lo|ip ha4 
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visited the children of Israel, and that he had looked upon their afflic- 
tion, then they bowed their heads and worshipped. 

And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus 
saith the Lord Grod of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a 
feast unto me in the wilderness. And Pharaoh said. Who is the Lord, 
that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the Lord, 
neither will I let Israel go. And they said, The God of the Hebrews 
hath met with us: let us go, we pray thee, three days' journey into the 
desert, and sacrifice unto the Lord our God ; lest he fall upon us with 
pestilence, or with the sword. And the king of Egypt said unto them, 
Wherefore do ye, Moses and Aaron, let the people from their works? 
get you unto your burdena And Pharaoh said. Behold, the people of 
the land now are many, and ye make them rest from their burdens. 
And Pharaoh commanded the same day the taskmasters of the people, 
and their officers, saying. Ye shall no more give the people straw to 
make brick, as heretofore: let them go and gather straw for themselves. 
And the tale of the bricks, which they did make heretofore, ye shall lay 
upon them; ye shall not diminish ought thereof: for they be idle; there- 
fore they cry, saying. Let us go and sacrifice to our God. Let there 
more work be laid upon the men, that they may laboiur therein; and let 
them not regard vain worda 

And the taskmasters of the people went out, and their officers, and 
they spake to the people, saying. Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not give 
you straw. Pto ye, get you straw where ye can find it: yet not ought of 
your work shall be diminished. So the people were scattered abroad 
throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble instead of straw. 
And the taskmasters hasted them, sajdng, Fulfil your works, your daily 
tasks, as when there was straw. And the officers of the children of 
Israel, which Pharaoh's taskmasters had set over them, were beaten, 
and demanded, Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your tadk in making 
brick both yesterday and to day, as heretofore? 

Then the. officers of the children of Israel came and cried unto 
Pharaoh, saying, Wherefore dealest thou thus with thy servants? There 
is no straw given unto thy servants, and they say to us, Make brick: 
and, behold, thy servants are beaten; but the fault is in thine own 
people. But he said. Ye are idle, ye are idle: therefore ye say, Let us 
go and do sacrifice to the Lord. Go therefore now, and work; for there 
shall no straw be given you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of bricks. 
And the officers of the children of Israel did see that they were in evil 
case, after it was said. Ye shall not minish ought from your bricks of 
your daily task. 

And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, as they came 
forth from Pharaoh: and they said unto them, The Lord look upon 
you, and judge; because ye have made, our savour to be abhorred in the 
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eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants, to put a sword in their 
hand to slay us. And Moses returned unto the Lord, and said. Lord, 
wherefore hast thou so evil entreated this people? why is it that thou 
hast sent me? For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, ho 
hath done evil to this people; neither hast thou delivered thy people at alL 

Then the Lord said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will do to 
Pharaoh: for with a strong hand shall he let them go, and with a 
strong hand shall he drive them out of his land. Wherefore say 
unto, the children of Israel, I am the Lord, and I will bring you 
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out 
of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and 
with great judgments : and I will take you to me for a people, and 
I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the Lord your 
Gk)d, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear 
to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for 
an heritage: I am the Lord. 

And Moses spake so unto the children of Israel : but they hearkened 
not imto Moses for anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage. And the 
Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak thou unto Pharaoh king of Egypt 
all that I say unto thee. And Moses said before the Lord, Behold, I 
am of uncircumcised lips, and how shall Pharaoh hearken unto me? 

And the Lord said unto Moses, See, I have made thee a god to 
Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet. Tliou shalt 
speak all that I command thee: and Aaron thy brother shall speak unto 
Pharaoh, that he send the children of Israel out of his land. And I will 
harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply my signs and my wonders in the 
land of Egypt. But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that I may 
lay my hand upon Egypt, and bring forth mine armies, and my people 
the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great judgments. 
And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I stretch forth 
mine hand upon Egypt, and bring out the children of Israel from among 
them. And Moses and Aaron did as the Lord commanded them, so did 
they. And Moses was fourscore years old, and Aaron fourscore and 
three years old, when they spake unto Pharaoh. 
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AND the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, When 
Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying, Shew a miracle for you: 
then thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and cast it before 
Pharaoh, and it shall become a serpent. 
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And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so as the 
Lord had commanded: and Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, 
and before his servants, and it became a serpent. Then Pharaoh also 
called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, 
they also did in like manner with their enchantments. For they cast 
down every man his rod, and they became serpents : but Aaron's rod 
swallowed up their rods. And he hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he 
hearkened not unto them; as the Lord had said. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Pharaoh's heart is hardened, he 
refuseth to let the people go. Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning; 
lo, he goeth out unto the water; and thou shalt stand by the river's 
brink against he come; and the rod which was turned to a serpent shalt 
thou take in thine hand. And thou shalt say unto him, The Lord God 
of the Hebrews hath sent me imto thee, saying, Let my people go, that 
they may serve me in the wilderness : and, behold, hitherto thou wouldest 
not hear. Thus saith the Lord, Li this thou shalt know that I am the 
Lord: behold, I will smite with the rod that is in mine hand upon the 
waters which are in the river, and they shall be turned to blood. And 
the fish that is in the river shall die, and the river shall stink; and the 
Egyptians shall lothe to drink of the water of the river. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and 
stretch out thine hand upon the waters of Egypt, upon their streams, 
upon their rivers, and upon their ponds, and upon all their pools of water, 
that they may become blood; and that there may be blood throughout 
all the land of Egypt, both in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone. 
And Moses and Aaron did so, as the Lord commanded; and he lifted 
up the rod, and smote the waters that were in the river, in the sight of 
Pharaoh, and in the sight of his servants; and all the waters that were 
in the river were turned to blood. And the fish that was in the river 
died; and the river stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the 
water of the river; and there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. 
And the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments: and 
Pharaoh's heart was hardened, neither did he hearken unto them; as 
the Lord had said. And Pharaoh turned and went into his house, 
neither did he set his heart to this also. And all the Egyptians digged 
round about the river for water to drink; for they could not drink of 
the water of the river. And seven days were fulfilled, after that the 
Lord had smitten the river. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say imto him, 
Thus saith the Lord, Let my people go, that they may serve me. And 
if thou refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite all thy borders with 
frogs: and the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which shall go 
up and come into thine house, and into thy bedchamber, and upon thy 
bed, and into the house of thy servants, and upon thy people, and into 
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thine ovens, and into thy kneadingtroughs: and the frogs shall come up 
both on thee, and upon thy people, and upon all thy servants. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch forth thine 
hand with thy rod over the streams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, 
and cause frogs to come up upon the land of Egypt. And Aaron 
stretched out his hand over the waters of Eg3rpt; and Hie frogs came up, 
and covered the land of Egypt. And the magicians did so with their 
enchantments, and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt. 

Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, Intreat the 
Lord, that he may take away the frogs from me, and from my people ; 
and I will let the people go, that they may do sacrifice unto the Lord. 
And Moses said unto Pharaoh, Glory over me: when shall I intreat 
for thee, and for thy servants, and for thy people, to destroy the frogs 
from thee and thy houses, that they may remain in the river only? 
And he said, To morrow. And he said. Be it according to thy word : 
that thou mayest know that there is none like unto the Lord our God. 
And the frogs shall depart from thee, and from thy houses, and from 
thy servants, and from thy people ; they shall remain in the river only. 
And Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh: and Moses cried unto 
the Lord because of the frogs which he had brought against Pharaoh. 
And the Lord did according to the word of Moses; and the frogs died 
out of the houses, out of the villages, and out of the fields. And they 
gathered them together upon heaps: and the land stank. But when 
Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his heart, and 
hearkened not unto them ; as the Lord had said. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, and 
smite the dust of the land, that it may become lice throughout all the land 
of Egypt And they did so ; for Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, 
and smote the dust of the earth, and it became lice in man, and in beast; 
all the dust of the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt. And 
the magicians did so with their enchantments to bring forth lice, but they 
could not: so there were lice upon man, and upon beast. Then the magi- 
cians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger of God: and Pharaoh's heart 
was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as the Lord had said. 

And the, Lord said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and 
stand before Pharaoh; lo, he cometh forth to the water; and say unto 
him, Thus saith the Lord, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 
Else, if thou wilt not let my people go, behold, I will send swarms of 
flies upon thee, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people, and into 
thy houses: and the houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of 
flies, and also the ground whereon they are. And I will sever in that 
day the land of Goshen, in which my people dwell, that no swarms of 
flies shall be there; to the end thou mayest know that I am the Lord 
in the midst of the earth. And I will put a division between my people 
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and thy people: to morrow shall this sign be. And the Lord did so; 
and there came a grievous swarm of flies into the house of Pharaoh, and 
into his servants' houses, and into all the land of Egypt: the land was 
corrupted by reason of the swarm of flies. 

And Pharaoh called for Moses and for Aaron, and s^d, Go ye, sacri- 
fice to your God in the land. And Moses said, It is not meet so to do; 
for we shall sacinfice the abomination of the Egyptians to the Lord our 
God: lo, shall we sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians before their 
eyes, and will they not stone us? We will go three days' journey into 
the wilderness, and sacrifice to the Lord our God, aa he shall command 
us. And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that ye may sacrifice to the 
Lord your God in the wilderness; only ye shall not go very far away: 
intreat for me. And Moses said. Behold, I go out from thee, and I will 
intreat the Lord that the swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, from 
his servants, and from his people, to morrow: but let not Pharaoh deal 
deceitfully any more in not letting the people go to sacrifice to the Lord. 
And Moses went out from Pharaoh, and intreated the Lord. And the 
Lord did according to the word of Moses; and he removed the swarms 
of flies from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people; there re- 
mained not one. And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also, 
neither would he let the people go. 

Then the Lord said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh, and tell him, 
Thus saith the Lord God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that 
they may serve me. For if thou refuse to let them go, and wilt hold 
them still, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thy cattle which is in 
the field, upon the horses, upon the asses, upon the camels, upon the 
oxen, and upon the sheep: there shall be a very grievous murrain. And 
the Lord shall sever between the cattle of Israel and the cattle of Egypt: 
and there shall nothing die of all that is the children's of Israel And 
the Lord appointed a set time, saying. To morrow the Lord shall do this 
thing in the land. And the Lord did that thing on the morrow, and 
all the cattle of Egjrpt died: but of the cattle of the children of Israel 
died not one. And Pharaoh sent, and, behold, there was not one of the 
cattle of the Israelites dead. And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, 
and he did not let the people go. 

And the Lord said unto Moses and unto Aaron, Take to you handfuls of 
ashes of the furnace, and let Moses sprinkle it toward the heaven in the 
sight of Pharaoh. And it shall become small dust in all the land of 
Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking forth with blains upon man, and 
upon beast, throughout all the land of Egypt. And they took ashes of 
the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses sprinkled it up to- 
ward heaven; and it became a boil breaking forth with blains upon man, 
and upon beast. And the magicians could not stand before Moses be- 
cause of the boils; for the boil was upon the magicians, and upon all the 
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Egyptians. And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he 
hearkened not unto them; as the Lord had spoken unto Moses. 

Ajid the Lord said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and 
stand before Pharaoh, and say unto him,.Thus saith the Lord God of 
the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve me. For I will at 
this time send all my plagues upon thine heart, and upon thy servants, and 
upon thy people; that thou may est know that there is none like me in 
all the earth. For now I will stretch out my hand, that I may smite 
thee and thy people with pestilence; and thou shalt be cut off from the 
earth. And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to 
shew in thee my power; and that my name may be declared throughout 
all the earth. As yet exaltest thou thyself against my people, that thou 
wilt not let them go? Behold, to morrow about this time I will cause 
it to rain a very grievous hail, such as hath not been in Egypt since the 
foundation thereof even until now. Send therefore now, and gather thy 
cattle, and all that thou hast in the field; for upon every man and beast 
which shall be found in the field, and shall not be brought home, the 
hail shall come down upon them, and they shall die. He that feared the 
word of the Lord among the servants of Pharaoh made his servants and 
his cattle flee into the houses: and he that regarded not the word of the 
Lord left his servants and his cattle in the field. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch forth thine hand toward 
heaven, that there may be hail in all the land of Egypt, upon man, and 
upon beast, and upon every herb of the field, throughout the land of 
Egypt And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven: and the 
Lord sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground; and 
the Lord rained hail upon the land of Egypt. So there was hail, and 
fire mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as there was none like it 
in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. And the hail smote 
throughout all the land of Egypt all that was in the field, both man and 
beast; and the hail smote every herb of the field, and brake every tree 
of the field. Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of Israel 
were, was there no hail. 

Ajid Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto 
them, I have sinned this time: the Lord is righteous, and I and my 
people are wicked. Litreat the Lord (for it is enough) that there be no 
more mighty thunderings and hail; and I will let you go, and ye shall 
stay no longer. And Moses said unto him. As soon as I am gone out of 
the city, I will spread abroad my hands unto the Lord; and the thunder 
shall cease, neither shall there be any more hail; that thou may est know 
how that the earth is the Lord's. But as for thee and thy servants, I 
know that ye will not yet fear the Lord God. And the flax and the 
barley was smitten: for the barley was in the ear, and the flax was 
boiled. But the wheat and the rie were not smitten: for they were not 
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grown up. And Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh, and spread 
abroad his hands unto the Lord: and the thunders and hail ceased, and 
the rain was not poured upon the earth. And when Pharaoh saw that 
the rain and the hail and the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, 
and hardened his heart, he and his servants. And the heart of 
Pharaoh was hardened, neither would he let the children of Israel go; 
as the Lord had spoken by Moses. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh: for I have 
liardened his heart, and the heart of his servants, that I might shew 
these my signs before him: and that thou mayest tell in the ears of thy 
son, and of thy son's son, what things I have wrought in Egypt, and my 
signs which I have done among them; that ye may know how that I am 
the Lord. And Moses and Aaron came in unto Pharaoh, and said unto 
him. Thus saith the Lord God of the Hebrews, How long wilt thou re- 
fuse to himible thyself before me? let my people go, that they may serve 
me. Else, if thou refuse to let my people go, behold, to morrow will I 
bring the locusts into thy coast: and they shall cover the face of the 
earth, that one cannot be able to see the earth: and they shall eat the 
residue of that which is escaped, which remaineth unto you from the hail, 
and shall eat every tree which groweth for you out of ttie field: and they 
shall fill thy houses, and the houses of all thy servants, and the houses of 
all the Egyptians; which neither thy fathers, nor thy fathers' fathers 
have seen, since the day that they were upon the earth unto this day. 
And he turned himself, and went out from Pharaoh. 

Ajad Pharaoh's servants said unto him. How long shall this man 
be a snare unto us? let the men go, that they may serve the Lord their 
God: knowest thou not yet that Egypt is destroyed? And Moses and 
Aaron were brought again unto Pharaoh: and he said unto them. Go, 
serve the Lord your God: but who are they that shall go? And Moses 
said. We will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and 
with our daughters, with our flocks and with our herds will we go; for 
we must hold a feast unto the Lord. And he said imto them. Let the 
Lord be so with you, as I will let you go, and your little ones: look to 
it; for evil is before you. Not so: go now ye that are men, and serve 
the Lord; for that ye did desire. And they were driven out from 
Pharaoh's presence. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the land 
of Egypt for the locusts, that they may come up upon the land of Egypt, 
and eat every herb of the land, even all that the hail hath left And 
Moses stretched forth his rod over the land of Egypt, and the Lord 
brought an east wind upon the land all that day, and all that night; and 
when it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts. And the 
locusts went up over all the land of Egypt, and rested in all the coasts 
of Egypt: very grievous were they; before them there were no such 
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locusts as they, neither after them shall be such. For they covered the 
face of the whole earth, so that the land was darkened; ;uid they did eat 
eveiy herb of the land, and all the fruit of the treeH which the hail hail 
left: and there remained not any green thing in the trees, or in the herlw 
of the field, through all the land of Egypt 

Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste; and he said, I 
have sinned against the Lord your Grod, and against you. Now there- 
fore forgive, I pray thee, my sin only this once, and intreat the Lord 
your God, that he may take away from me this death only. And he 
went out from Pharaoh, and intreated the Lord. And the Lord 
turned a mighty strong west wind, which took away the locuHts, and 
cast them into the Bed sea; there remained not one locust in all the 
coasts of Egypt. But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he 
would not let the children of Israel go. 

Ajid the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand towaid 
heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even dark- 
ness which may be felt. And Moses stretched forth his hand toward 
heaven; and there was a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three 
days: they saw not one another, neither rose any from his place for 
three days: but all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings. 

Ajid Pharaoh called unto Moses, and said. Go ye, serve the Lord ; 
only let your flocks and your herds be stayed: let your little ones also 
go with you. And Moses said. Thou must give us also sacrifices and 
burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice unto the Lord our God. Our 
cattle also shall go with us; there shall not an hoof be left behind; for 
thereof must we take to serve the Lord our God; and we know not 
with what we must serve the Lord, until we come thither. 

But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let them 
go. And Pharaoh said unto him. Get thee from me, take heed to thy- 
self, see my face no more; for in that day thou seest my face thou shalt die. 
And Moses said, Thou hast spoken well, I will see thy face again no more. 
And the Lord said unto Moses, Yet wiU I bring one plague more 
upon Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence: 
when he shall let you go, he shall surely thrust you out hence altogether. 
Speak now in the ears of the people, and let every man borrow of his 
neighbour, and every woman of her neighbour, jewels of silver, and 
jewels of gold. And the Lord gave the people favour in the sight of 
the Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses was very great in the land of 
Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh's servants, and in the sight of the people. 
And Moses said, Thus saith the Lord, About midnight will I go out 
into the midst of Egypt: and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall 
die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even 
unto the firstborn of the maidservant that is behind the mill; and all 
the firstborn of beasts. And there shall be a great cry throughout all 
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the land of Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it 
any more. But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog 
move his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know how that the 
Lord doth put a difference between the Egyptians and IsraeL And all 
these thy servants shall come down unto me, and bow down themselves 
unto me saying, Get thee out, and all the people that follow thee: and 
after that I will go out. And he went out from Pharaoh in a great anger. 
And the Lord said unto Moses, Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you; 
that my wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt. And Moses 
and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh : and the Lord 
hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let the children of Israel 
go out of his land. 



THE FIRST PASSOVER 

AND the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 
sajdng, This month shall be unto you the beginning of months : it 
shall be the first month of the year to you. 

Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying. In the tenth day 
of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to 
the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house; and if the household be 
too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house 
take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to 
his eating shall make your count for the lamb. Your lamb shall be 
without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the 
sheep, or from the goats: and ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth 
day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation 
of Israel shall kill it in the evening. And they shall take of the blood, 
and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the 
houses, wherein they shall eat it. And they shall eat the flesh in that 
night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs 
they shall eat it. Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but 
roast with fire; his head with his legs, and with the purtenance thereof. 
And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which 
remaineth of it until the morning ye shall bum with fire. 

And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your 
feet, and your stafiP in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the 
Lord's passover. For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, 
and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and 
beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am 
the Lord. And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses 
where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the 
plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of 



THE FIBST PASSOVEB. 77 

Egypt. And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall 
keep it a feast to the Lord throughout your generations; ye shall keep 
it a feast by an ordinance for ever. Seven days shall ye eat unleavened 
bread; and ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this 
selfsame day have I brought your armies out of the land of Egypt : there- 
fore sball ye observe this day in your generations by an ordinance for ever. 

Then Moses called for all tlie elders of Israel, and said unto them, 
Draw out and take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the 
passover. And ye shall take a bimch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood 
that is in the bason, and strike the lintel and the two side posts with 
the blood that is in the bason; and none of you shall go out at the door 
of his house until the morning. For the Lord will pass through to 
smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and 
on the two side posts, the Lord will pass over the door, and will not 
suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you. And ye 
shall observe this thing for an ordinance to thee and to thy sons for 
ever. And it shall come to pass, when ye be come to the land which 
the Lord will give you, according as he hath promised, that ye shall 
keep this service. And it shall come to pass, when your children shall 
say imto you. What mean ye by this service? that ye shall say. It is the 
sacrifice of the Lord's passover, who passed over the houses of the 
children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered 
our houses. And the people bowed the head and worshipped. And 
the children of Israel went away, and did as the Lord had commanded 
Moses and Aaron, so did they. 

And it came to pass, that at midnight the Lord smote all the first- 
bom in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on 
his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon; 
and all the firstborn of cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, 
and all his servants, and all the Egyptians^ and there was a great cry 
in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead. 

And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and 
get you forth from among my people, botJi ye and the children of Israel; 
and go, serve the Lord, as ye have said. Also take your flocks and 
your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me also. 

And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might 
send them out of the land in haste; for they said, We be all dead men. 
And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneading- 
troughs being boimd up in their clothes upon their shoulders. And the 
children of Israel did according to the word of Hoses; and they bor- 
rowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: 
and the Lord gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so 
that they lent unto them such things as they required. And they 
spoiled the Egyptians. 
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AND the children of Israel journeyed from Barneses to Sucooth, about 
six hundred thousand on foot thai were men, beside children. And 
a mixed multitude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even 
very much cattle. And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough 
which they brought forth out of Egypt, for it was not leavened; because 
they were thrust out of Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they 
prepared for themselves any victual 

(Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, 
was four hundred and thirty years. And it came to pass at the end 
of the four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came 
to pass, that all the hosts of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt. 
It is a night to be much observed unto the Lord for bringing them out 
of the land of Egypt: this is that night of the Lord to be observed of 
all the children of Israel in their generations.) 

And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God 
led them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, althou^ 
that was near; for Ood said, Lest perad venture the people repent when 
they see war, and they return to Egypt: but Qod led tiie people about, 
through the way of the wilderness of the Eed sea: and the children of 
Israel went up harnessed out of the land of Egypt And Moses took 
the bones of Joseph with him: for he had straitly sworn the children of 
Israel, sa3dng, Grod will surely visit you; and ye shall carry up my bones 
away hence with you. 

And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, 
in the edge of the wilderness. And the Lord went before them by day 
in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of 
fire, to give them light; to go by day and night: he took not away the 
pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before 
the people. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. Speak unto the children of 
Israel, that they turn and encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol 
and the sea, over against Baal-zephon: before it shall ye encamp by the 
sea. For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, Tliey are entangled 
in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in. And I will harden 
Pharaoh's heart, that he shall follow after them; and I will be honoured 
upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that the Egyptians niay know 
that I am the Lord. And they did so. 

And it was told the king.of Egypt that the people fled: and the heart 
of Pharaoh and of bis servants was turned against the people, ^d they 
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said, Why have we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving 
us? And he made ready his chariot, and took his people with him: 
and he took six hundred chosen chariots, and all the chariots of Eg3rpt, 
and captains over every one of them. And the Lord hardened the 
heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of 
Israel: and the children of Israel went out with an high hand. But the 
Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, 
and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping by the 
sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, before Baal-zephon. 

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their 
eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were 
sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the Lord. And 
they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou 
taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus 
with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? Is not this the word that we 
did tell thee in Egypt, saying. Let us alone, that we may serve the 
Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Eg3rptians, than 
that we should die in the wilderness. 

And Moses said unto the people. Fear ye not ; stand still, and see the 
salvation of the Lord, which he wiU shew to you to day : for the Egyp- 
tians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for 
ever. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me ? speak 
unto the children of Israel, that they go forward : but lift thou up thy 
rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it : and the 
children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea. 
And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall 
follow them : and I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his 
host, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. And the Egyptians 
shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gotten me honour upon 
Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. 

And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed 

and went behind them ; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their 

face, and stood behind them: and it came between the camp of the 

■Egyptians and the camp of Israel ; and it was a cloud and darkness to 

them, but it gave light by night to these : so that the one came not near 

the other all the night. And Moses stretched out his hand over the 

&ea ; and the Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all 

that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 

-^jid the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry 

^ound : and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and 

On their left. 

And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to the midst of 
the sea, even a^ Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. And 
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it came to pttm, that in the momiiig watdi the Lord kicked unto the host 
of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the doud, and troubled 
the host of the Egyptians, and took off their chariot wheels, that they 
drave them heavily : so that the Egyptians said. Let us flee from the 
face of Israel ; for the Lord fighteth for them against the Egyptians. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, 
that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, 
and upon their horsemen. And Moses stretdied forth his hand over the 
sea, and the sea returned to his strength when the morning appeared ; 
and the Egyptians fled against it ; and the Lord overdirew the Egyp- 
tians in the midst of the sea. And the waters returned, and covered 
the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came 
into the sea after them ; there remained not so much as one of Ihem. 
But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the 
sea ; and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on 
their left Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of the 
Egyptians ; and Israel saw the Egyptians d^ui upon the sea shore. 
And Israel saw that great work which the Lord did upon the Egyp- 
tians : and the peo{4e feared the Lord, and believed the Lord, and his 
servant Moses. 

Then sang Moses and the children of Israel unto the Lord, and spake, 
Haying, 

I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously : 
The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and song, — ^and he is become my salvation : 
He is my Grod, and I will prepare him an habitation ; 
My father's God, and I will exalt hiuL 

The Lord is a man of war : the Lord is his name. 
Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea : 
His chosen captains also are drowned in the Bed sea. 
The depths have covered them : — they sank into the bottom as a stone. 
Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious in power : 
Thy right hand, Lord, hath dashed in pieces the enemy. 
And in the greatness of thine excellency thou hast overthrown them 

that rose up against thee : 
Thou sentest forth thy wrath, which consumed them as stubble. 
And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were gathered together, 
The floods stood upright as an heap. 
And the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea. 
The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, 
I will divide the spoil ; my lust shall be satisfied upon them ; 
I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them. 
Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them : 
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They sank as lead in the mighty waters. 

Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods ? 

Who is like thee, glorious in holiness,— fearful in praises, doing wonders? 

Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, the earth swallowed them. 

Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast redeemed: 

Thou hast guided them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation. 

And Min'fl.Tn the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her 
band ; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with 
dances. And Miriam answered them. 

Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously ; 
The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 

So Moses brought Israel from the Bed sea, and they went out into 
the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, 
and found no water. 

And when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of 
Marah, for they were bitter : therefore the name of it was called Marah. 
And the people murmured against Moses, saying. What shall we drink ? 
And he cried unto the Lord ; and the Lord shewed him a tree, which 
when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet : there 
he made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them, 
and said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy 
Grod, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to 
his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these 
diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians : for I am 
the Lord that healeth thee. 

And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water, and three- 
score and ten palm trees : and they encamped there by the waters. 
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SMITTEN ROCK. 

AND they took their journey from Elim, and aU the congregation of 
the children of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is 
between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after 
their departing out of the land of Egypt. And the whole congregation 
of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness : and the children of Israel said unto them. Would to Grod 
we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat 
by the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full ; for ye have 
brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this ^hole assembly with 
hunger. 

(sre) Q 
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Theu said the Lord unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven 
for you ; and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate eveiy day, 
that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or na And 
it shall come to pass, that on the sixth day they shall prepare that which 
they bring in ; and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily. 
And Moees and Aaron said unto all the children of Israel, At even, then 
ye shall know that the Lord hath brought you out from the land of 
Egypt : and in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the Lord ; 
for that he heareth your murmurings against the Lord : and what are 
we, that ye murmur against us ? And Moees said. This shall be, when 
the Lord shall give you in the evening flesh to eat, and in the morning 
bread to the full ; for that the Lord heareth your murmurings which 
ye murmur against him : and what are we ? your murmurings are not 
against us, but against the Lord. 

And Moses spake unto Aaron, Say unto all the congr^;ation of the 
children of Israel, Come near before the Lord : for he hath heard your 
murmurings. And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole 
congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked toward the 
wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in the doud. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, I have heard the murmur- 
ings of the children of Israel : speak unto tiiem, saying. At even ye shall 
eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled witii bread ; and ye shall 
know that I am the Lord your Grod. And it came to pass, that at even 
the quails came up, and covered the camp : and in the morning the dew 
lay round about the host And when the dew that lay was gone up, 
behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as 
small as the hoar frost on the ground. And when the children of Israel 
saw it, they said one to another. It is manna : for they wist not what it 
was. And Moses said unto them. This is the bread which the Lord 
hath given you to eat. This is the thing which the Lord hath com- 
manded, Gkither of it every man according to his eating, an omer for 
every man, according to the number of your persons ; take ye every man 
for them which are in his tents. And the children of Israel did so, and 
gathered, some more, some less. And when they did mete it wiih an 
omer, he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered 
little had no lack ; they gathered every man according to his eating. 
And Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the morning. Notwith- 
standing they hearkened not unto Moses ; but some of them left of it 
until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank : and Moses was wroth 
with them. And they gathered it every morning, every man according 
to his eating : and when the sun waxed hot, it melted. 

And it came to pass, that on the sixth day they gathered twice as 
much bread, two omers for one man : and all the rulers of the congre- 
gation came and told Moses, And he said unto them, This is that 
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which the Lord hath said, To morrow ib the rest of the holy sabbath 
onto the Lord : bake that which ye will bake to day, and seethe that ye 
will seethe ; and that which remaineth over lay up for you to be kept 
until the morning. And they laid it up till the morning, an Moses 
bade : and it did not stink, neither was there any worm therein. And 
Moses said, Eat that to day ; for to day is a sabbath imto tlie Ijokd ; to 
day ye shall not find it in the field. Six days ye shall gather it ; but on 
the seventh day, which is the sabbath, in it there sliall be none. 

And it came to pass, that there went out some of the people on the 
seventh day for to gather, and they found none. And the Lord said 
unto Moses, How long refuse ye to keep my commandments and my 
laws 1 See, for that the Lord hath given you the sabbath, therefore he 
giveth you on the sixth day the bread of two days ; abide ye every man 
in his place, let no man go out of his place on the seventh day. So the 
people rested on the seventh day. And the house of Israel called the 
name thereof Manna : and it was like coriander seed, white ; and the 
taste of it was like wafers made with honey. 

And Moses said. This is the thing which the Lord commandeth, Fill 
an omer of it to be kept for your generations ; that they may see the 
bread wherewith I have fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you 
forth from the land of Egypt. And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot, 
and put an omer full of manna therein, and lay it up before the Lord, 
to be kept for your generations. As the Lord commanded Moses, so 
Aaron laid it up before the Testimony, to be kept And the children of 
Israel did eat manna forty years, until they came to a land inhabited ; 
they did eat manna, until they came unto the borders of the land of 
Canaan. 

And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the 
wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, according to the commandment 
of the Lord, and pitched in Bephidim : and there was no water for the 
people to drink. Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said. 
Give us water that we may drink. And Moses said unto them. Why 
chide ye with me ? wherefore do ye tempt the Lord ? And the people 
thirsted there for water ; and the people murmured against Moses, and 
said, Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to 
kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst ? And Moses cried 
unto the JjORD, saying. What shall I do unto this people? they be almost 
ready to stone me. And the Lord said unto Moses, Go on before the 
people, and take with thee of the elders of Israel ; and thy rod, where- 
with thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go. Behold, I will 
stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb ; and thou shalt smite 
the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. 
And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel And he called the 
name of the place Massah, and Mcribah, because of the chiding of the 
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children of Israel, and because they tempted the Lord, saying, Is the 
Lord among us, or not ? 

Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Bephidim. And Moses 
said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek : 
to morrow I will stand on* the top of the hill with the rod of God in 
mine hand. So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with 
Amalek : and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hilL 
And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed : 
and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. But Moees* hands 
were heavy ; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat 
thereon ; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one 
side, and the other on the other side ; and his hands were steady until 
the going down of the sim. And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his 
people with the edge of the sword. And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of 
Joshua : for I will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from 
under heaven. And Moses built an altar, and cailed the name of it 
Jehovah-nissi. 
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WHEN Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father in law, heard of 
all that Grod had done for Moses, and for Israel his people, and 
that the Lord had brought Israel out of Egypt ; then Jethro, Moses' 
father in law, took Zipporah, Moses' wife, after he had sent her back^ 
and her two sons ;— of which the name of the one was Gershom ; for he 
said, I have been an alien in a strange land : and ihe name of the other 
was Eliezer ; for the God of my father, said he, was mine help, and 
delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh: — ^And Jethro, Moses' father iiu 
law, came with his sons and his wife unto Moses into the wilderness, where^ 
he encamped at the mount of God : and he said unto Moses, I thy fether-'' 
in law Jethro am come unto thee, and thy wife, and her two sons with — 
her. 

And Moses went out to meet his father in law, and did obeisance, and - 
kissed him ; and they asked each other of their welfare ; and tiiey came-^ 
into the tent. And Moses told his father in law ail that the Lord had^ 
done unto Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel's sake, and ail the^^ 
travail that had come upon them by the way, and how the Lord de — 
livered them. And Jethro rejoiced for ail the goodness which the Lord^ 
had done to Israel, whom he had delivered out of the hand of the^ 
Egyptians. And Jethro said, Blessed be the Lord, who hath delivered- 
you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh ^ 
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who hath delivered the people from under the hand of the Egyptians. 
Now I know that the Lord is greater than all gods : for in the thing 
wherein they dealt proudly he was above them. And Jethro, Moses* 
father in law, took a burnt offering and sacrifices for God : and Aaron 
came, and all the elders of Israel, to eat bread with Moses' father in law 
before Crod. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to judge the people : 
and the people stood by Moses from the morning unto the evening. And 
when Moses' father in law saw aU that he did to the people, he said. 
What is this thing that thou doest to the people 1 why sittest thou thy- 
self alone, and all the people stand by thee from morning unto even ] 
And Moees said unto his father in law. Because the people come unto 
me to inquire of God : when they have a matter, they come unto me ; 
and I judge between one and another, and I do make them know the 
fstatntes of God, and his laws. And Moses* father in law said unto him, 
The thing that thou doest is not good. Thou wilt surely wear away, 
both thou, and this people that is with thee : for this thing is too heavy 
for thee ; thou art not able to perform it thyself alone. Hearken now 
unto my voice, I will give thee coxmsel, and (rod shall be with thee : Be 
thou for the people to (rod-ward, that thou mayest bring the causes unto 
God : and thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt shew 
them the way wherein they must walk, and the work that they must do. 
Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear 
God, men of truth, hating covetousness ; and place such over them, to 
be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers 
of tens : and let them judge the people at all seasons : and it shall be, 
that eveiy great matter they shall bring unto thee, but every small 
matter they shall judge : so shall it be easier for thyself, and they shall 
bear the burden with thee. If thou shalt do this thing, and God com- 
mand thee so, then thou shalt be able to endure, and all Ihis people 
shall also go to their place in peace. 

So Moees hearkened to the voice of his father in law, and did all that 
he had said. And Moees chose able men out of all Israel, and made 
them heads over the people, mlers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, 
rulers of fifties, and rulers of ten& And they judged the people at all 
aeaaoDB : the hard causes tiiey brought unto Moses, but every small 
matter they judged tiiemselves. 

And Moees let his father in law depart ; and he went his way into his 
own land. 
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IN the third month, when the children of Israel were gone forUi out 
of the land of Egypt, ihe same day came they into the wilderness of 
Sinai. For they were departed from Bephidim, and were come to the 
desert of Sinai, and had pitched in the wilderness ; and there Israel 
camped before the mount And Moses went up unto Qod, and the Lord 
called unto him out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt tiiou say to the 
house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel ; Ye have seen what I did 
unto ihe Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought 
you unto myself. Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and 
keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure imto me above all 
people : for all the earth is mine : and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of 
priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak 
unto the children of Israel 

And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid be- 
fore their faces all these words which the Lord commanded him. And 
all the people answered together, and said, All that the Lord hath spoken 
we will do. And Moses returned the words of the people unto the 
Lord. And the Lord said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick 
cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and believe thee 
for ever. And Moses told the words of the people imto the Lord. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them 
to day and to morrow, and let them wash their clothes, and be ready 
against the third day : for the third day the Lord will come down in 
the sight of all the people upon moimt Sinai And thou shalt set bounds 
unto the people round about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go 
not up into the mount, or touch the border of it : whosoever toucheth 
the mount shall be surely put to death. There shall not an hand touch 
it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through ; whether it be beast 
or man, it shall not live : — ^wheii the trumpet soundeth long, they shall 
come up to the mount. 

And Moses went down from the mount unto the people, and sanctified 
the people ; and they washed their clothes. And he said unto the 
people. Be ready against the third day. 

And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were 
thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the 
voice of the trumpet exceeding loud ; so that all the people that was in 
the camp trembled. And Moses brought forth the people out of the 
camp to meet with God ; and they stood at the nether part of the mount 
And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the Tx)RD de- 
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ecended upon it in fire : and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of 
SL furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly. And when the voice 
of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, Moses 
spake, and God answered him by a voice. 

And the Lord came down upon mount Sinai, on the top of the mount : 
and the Lord called Moses up to the top of the mount ; and Moses went 
up. And the Lord said unto Moses, Go down, charge the people, lest 
they break through unto the Lord to gaze, and many of them perish. 
And let the priests also, which come near to the Lord, sanctify them- 
selves, lest the Lord break forth upon them. And Moses said unto the 
Lord, The people cannot come up to mount Sinai ; for thou chargedst us, 
saying. Set bounds about the mount, and sanctify it And the Lord 
said unto him. Away, get thee down, and thou shalt come up, thou, and 
Aaron with thee : but let not the priests and the people break through 
to come up unto the Lord, lest he break forth upon them. So Moses 
went down unto the people, and spake unto them. 

And Gk>d spake all these words, saying, I am the Lord thy God, which 
Iiave brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 
Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of 
any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that 
is in the water under the earth : thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor serve them : for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate me ; and shewing mercy unto thou- 
sands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain ; for the 
IjORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

Bemember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou 

labour, and do all thy work : but the seventh day is the sabbath of the 

^Ix>rd thy God : in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor 

"tihy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor 

'toy stranger that is within thy gates : for in six days the Lord made 

heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the 

seventh day : wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and 

hallowed it. 

Honour thy father and thy mother : that thy days may be long upon 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 
Thou shalt not kilL 
Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy 
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neighboor's wife, nor his manaervant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, 
nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour'a 

And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the 
noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking : and when the people 
saw it, they removed, and stood afar off. And they said unto Moses, 
Speak thou with us, and we will hear : but let not God speak with us, 
lest we die. And Moses said unto the people, Fear not : for Qod is 
come to prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that ye 
sin not And the people stood afar off, and Moees drew near unto the 
thick darkness where (rod was. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Thus thou shalt say unto the children 
of Israel, Ye have seen that I have talked with you from heaven. Ye 
shall not make with me gods of silver, neither shall ye make unto you 
gods of gold An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt 
sacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, 
and thine oxen : in all places where I record my name I will come unto 
thee, and I will bless thee. 

And he said unto Moses, Come up unto the ix)RD, thou, and Aaron, 
Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel ; and worship 
ye afar off. And Moses alone shall come near the Lord : but they shall 
not come nigh ; neither shall the people go up with him. 

And Moses came and told the people aJl the words of the Lord, and 
all the judgments : and all the people answered with one voice, and said, 
All the words which the Lord hath said will we do. And Moses wrote 
all the words of the Lord, and rose up early in the morning, and builded 
an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes 
of Israel. And he sent young men of the children of Israel, which 
offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen unto the 
Lord. And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in basons ; and 
half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. And he &ok the book of 
the covenant, and read in the audience of the people : and they said. All 
that the Lord hath said vnll we do, and be obedient And Moses took 
the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said. Behold the blood of 
the covenant, which the Lord hath made with you concerning all these 
words. 

Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of 
the elders of Israel : and they saw the Grod of Israel : and there was 
under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were 
the body of heaven in his clearness. And upon the nobles of the children 
of Israel he laid not his hand : also they saw GU)d, and did eat and 
drink. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and 
be there : and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and command- 
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nients which I have written ; that thou mayest teach them. And Moees 
rose up, and his minister Joehna : and Moses went up into the mount of 
God. And he said unto the elders, Tany ye here for us, until we come 
agam unto you : and, behold, Aaron and Hur are with you : if any man 
have any matters to do, let him come unto them. And Moses went up 
into the mount, and a cloud covered the mount And the glory of the 
Lord abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days : and 
the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 

And he gave unto Moses, when he had made an end of communing 
with him upon mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of stone, 
written with the finger of Grod. 
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AND when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of 
the mount, ihe people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, 
and said unto him. Up, make us gods, which shall go before us ; for as 
for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, 
we wot not what is become of him. And Aaron said unto them, Break 
off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, 
and of your daughters, and bring them unto me. And all the people 
brake off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought 
them unto Aaron. And he received them at their hand, and fashioned 
it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf : and they 
said. These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land 
of Egypt And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it ; and 
Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the Lord. 
And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and 
brought peace offerings ; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, 
and rose up to play. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go, get thee down ; for thy people, 
which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted them- 
selves : they have turned aside quickly out of the way which I com- 
manded them : they have made them a molten calf, and have worshipped 
it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy gods, O Israel, 
which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And the Lord 
said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked 
people : now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against 
them, and that I may consume them : and I will make of thee a great 
nation. And Moses besought the Lord his Grod, and said. Lord, why 
doth thy wrath wax hot against thy people, which thou hast brought 
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forth out of the land of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty 
hand 1 Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief 
did he bring them out, to slay them in the mountains, and to consume 
them from the face of the earth ? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and 
repent of this evil against thy people. Bemember Abraham, Isaac, and 
Israel, thy servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst 
unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this 
land that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall 
inherit it for ever. And the Lord repented of the evil which he thought 
to do unto his people. 

And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two 
tables of the testimony were in his hand : the tables were written on 
both their sides ; on the one side and on the other were they written. 
And the tables were the work of God, and the writing was the writing 
of God, graven upon the tables. And when Joshua heard the noise of 
the people as they shouted, he said unto Moses, There is a noise of war 
in the camp. And he said. It is not the voice ol them that shout for 
mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry for being overcome : 
but the noise of them that sing do I hear. 

And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he 
saw the calf, and the dancing : and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast 
the tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount. And 
he took the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and 
ground it to powder, and strawed it upon the water, and made the 
children of Israel drink of it. And Moses said unto Aaron, What did 
this people unto thee, that thou hast brought so great a sin upon them ? 
And Aaron said. Let not the anger of my lord wax hot : thou knowest 
the people, that they are set on mischief. For they said unto me. Make 
us gods, which shall go before us : for as for this Moses, the man that 
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of 
hiTn. And I said unto them. Whosoever hath any gold, let them break 
it off. So they gave it me : then I cast it into the fire, and there came 
out this calf. 

And when Moses saw that the people were nak6d ; (for Aaron had 
made them naked unto their shame among their enemies :) then Moses 
stood in the gate of the camp, and said. Who is on the Lord's side ? let 
In'm come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves 
together unto him. And he said unto them. Thus saith the Lord (rod 
of Israel, Put every man his sword by his side, and go in and out from 
gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every man his brother, and 
every man his companion, and every man his neighbour. And the 
children of Levi did according to the word of Moses : and there fell of 
the people that day about three thousand men. For Moses had said. 
Consecrate yourselves to day to the Lord, even every man upon his son. 
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and upon his brother ; that he may bestow upon you a blessing this 
day. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said unto the people, 
Te have sinned a great sin ; and now I will go up unto the Lord ; per- 
adventure I shall make an atonement for your sin. And Moses returned 
unto the Lord, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and 
have made them gods of gold Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin — ; 
and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written. 
And the Lord said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, 
him will I blot out of my book. Therefore now go, lead the people unto 
the place of which I have spoken unto thee : behold, mine Angel shall 
go before thee : nevertheless in the day when I visit I will visit their 
sin upon them. And the Lord plagued the people, because they made 
the calf, which Aaron made. 

And the Lord said imto Moses, Depart, and go up hence, thou and the 
people which thou hast brought up out of the land of Egypt, unto the 
land which I sware unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying. Unto 
thy seed will I give it : and I will send an angel before thee ; and I will 
drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, 
the Hivite, and the Jebusite : unto a land flowing with milk and honey: 
for I will not go up in the midst of thee ; for thou art a stiffhecked 
people : lest I consume thee in the way. 

And when the people heard these evil tidings, they mourned : and no 
man did put on him his ornaments. For the Lord had said unto Moses, 
Say unto the children of Israel, Ye are a stiflhecked people : I will come 
up into the midst of thee in a moment, and consume thee : therefore now 
put off thy ornaments from thee, that I may know what to do unto thee. 
And the children of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments by 
the mount Horeb. And Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched it 
without the camp, afar off from the camp, and called it the Tabernacle 
of the congregation. And it came to pass, that every one which sought 
the Lord went out unto the tabernacle of the congregaftion, which was 
without the camp. And it came to pass, when Moses went out \mto the 
tabernacle, that all the people rose up, and stood every man at his tent 
door, and looked after Moses, imtil he was gone into the tabernacle. And 
it came to pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar 
descended, and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the Lord talked 
with Moses. And all the people saw the cloudy pillar stand at the taber- 
nacle door : and all the people rose up and worshipped, every man in his 
tent door. And the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh 
unto his friend. And he turned again into the camp : but his servant 
Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, departed not out of the tabernacle. 

And Moses said unto the Lord, See, thou sayest unto me. Bring up 
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this people : and thoa hast not let me know whom thon wilt send with 
me. Yet thon hast said, I know thee bj name, and thon hast also found 
grace in my sight. Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in 
thy sight, shew me now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may find 
grace in thy sight : and consider that this nation is thy people. And he 
said. My presence shall go with thee, and I will give tliee rest. And he 
said unto him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence. 
For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found 
grace in thy sight ? is it not in that thou goest with us ? so shall we be 
separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are upon the face 
of the earth. And the Lord said unto Moses, I will do this thing also 
that t^ou hast spoken : for thou hast found grace in my sight, and I 
know thee by name. And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy gloiy. 
And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will 
proclaim the name of the Lord before thee ; and Will be gracious to 
whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew 
mercy. And he said. Thou canst not see my face : for there shall no 
man see me, and live. And the Lord said, Behold, there is a place by 
me, and thou slialt stand upon a rock : and it shall come to pass, while 
my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a dift of the rock, and will 
cover thee with my hand wlule I pass by : and I will take away mine 
hand, and t^ou shalt see my back parts : but my face shall not be seen. 
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AND the Lord said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of stone like 
unto the first : and I will write upon these tables the words that 
were in the first tables, which thou brakest. And be ready in the 
morning, and come up in the morning unto mount Sinai, and present 
thyself there to me in the top of the mount And no man shall come 
up with thee, neither let any man be seen throughout all the mount ; 
neither let the flocks nor herds feed before that mount. 

And he hewed two tables of stone like imto the first ; and Moses rose 
up early in the morning, and went up unto mount Sinai, as the Lord 
had commanded him, and took in his hand the two tables of stone. And 
the Lord descended in the cloud, and stood with bim there, and pro- 
claimed the name of the Lord. And the Lord passed by before him, 
and proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord Grod, merciful and gracious, long- 
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by 
no means clear the guilty ; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the 
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fourth generation. And Mo^es made haste, and bowed his head toward 
the earth, and worshipped. And he aaid, If now I have found grace iu 
thj sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray thee, go among us ; for it is a 
stiffiiecked people ; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for 

thine inheritance 

And he was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights ; he did 
neither eat bread nor drink water. And he wrote upon the tables the 
words of the coTenant, the ten commandments. 

And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai with 
the two tables of testimony in Moses^ hand, when he came down from 
the mount, that Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone while he 
talked with him. And when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw 
Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone ; and they were afraid to come 
ni^ him. And Moses called unto them ; and Aaron and all the rulers 
of the congregation returned unto him : and Moses talked with them. 
And afterward all the children of Israel came nigh : and he gave them 
in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him in mount 
SinaL And till Moses had done speaking with them, he put a vail 
on his face. But when Moses went in before the Lord to speak with 
him, he took the vail off, until he came out. And he came out, and 
spake unto the children of Israel that which he was commanded. And 
the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face 
shone : and Moses put the vail upon his face again, until he went in to 
speak with him. 
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AND Moses said unto the children of Israel, See, the Lord hath 
called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the 
tribe of Judah ; and he hath filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, 
in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship ; 
and to devise curious works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, 
and in the cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of wood, to 
make any manner of cunning work. And he hath put in his heart that 
he may teach, both he, and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe 
of Dan. Them hath he filled with wisdom of heart, to work all manner 
of work, of the engraver, and of the cunning workman, and of the em- 
broiderer, in blue, and in purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen, and of the 
weaver, even of them that do any work, and of those that devise cun- 
ning work. 

Then wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, in 
whom the Lord put wisdom and understanding to know how to work 
all manner of work for the service of the sanctuary, according to all that 
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the Lord had commanded. And Moses called Bezaleel and Aholiab, 
and every wise hearted man, in whose heart the Lord had put wisdom, 
even every one whose heart stirred hiwi up to come unto the work to do 
it : and they received of Moses all the offering, which the children of 
Israel had brought for the work of the service of the sanctuary, to make 
it withal. And they brought yet unto him free offerings every morning. 
And all the wise men, that wrought all the work of the sanctuary, came 
every man from his work which they made. 

And they spake unto Moses, saying. The people bring much more than 
enough for the service of the work, which the Lord commanded to 
make. And Moses gave commandment, and they caused it to be pro- 
claimed throughout the camp, saying. Let neither man nor woman make 
any more work for the offering of the sanctuary. So the people were 
restrained from bringing. For the stuff they had was sufficient for all 
the work to make it, and too much. 

And every wise hearted man among them that wrought the work of 
the tabernacle made ten curtains of fine twined linen, and blue, and 
purple, and scarlet : with cherubims of cunning work made he theuL 

And it came to pass in the first month in the second year, on the first 
day of the month, that the tabernacle was reared up. And Moses reared 
up the tabernacle, and fastened his sockets, and set up the boards thereof, 
and put in the bars thereof, and reared up his pillars. And he spread 
abroad the tent over the tabernacle, and put the covering of the tent 
above upon it ; as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And he took and put the testimony into the ark, and set the staves on 
the ark, and put the mercy seat above upon the ark : and he brought 
the ark into the tabernacle, and set up the vail of the covering, and 
covered the ark of the testimony ; as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And he put the table in the tent of the congregation, upon the side of 
the tabernacle northward, without the vail. And he set the bread in 
order upon it before the Lord ; as the Lord had commanded Moses. 

And he put the candlestick in the tent of the congregation, over 
against the table, on the side of the tabernacle southward. And he 
lighted the lamps before the Lord; as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And he put the golden altar in the tent of the congregation before the 
vail: and he burnt sweet incense thereon; as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And he set up the hanging at the door of the tabernacle. 

And he put the altar of burnt offering by the door of the tabernacle 
of the tent of the congregation, and offered upon it the burnt ofiTeiing 
and the meat offering ; as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And he set the laver between the tent of the congregation and the 
altar, and put water there, to wash withal. And Moses and Aaron and 
his sons washed their hands and their feet thereat : whQU they went into 
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the tent of the congregation, and when tlwf came near unto the altar, 
they washed; as the Lord commanded Moeee. And he reared up the 
court round about the tabernacle and the altar, and set up the hanging 
of the court gate. So Moees finished the work. 

Then a cloud coTered the tent of the congregation, and the gloiy of 
the Lord filled the tabernacle. And Moees was not able to enter into 
the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the 
gloiy of the Lord filled the tabemade. And when the cloud was taken 
up from over the tabemade, the children of Israel went onward in all 
their journeys : but if the cloud were not taken up, then they journeyed 
not till the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of the Lord was 
upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of 
all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys. 
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AND it came to pass that Moees called Aaron and his sons, and the 
elders of Israel; and he said imto Aaron, Take thee a young calf 
for a sin oflfering, and a ram for a burnt offering, without blemish, and 
offer them before the Lord. And unto the children of Israel thou shalt 
speak, saying. Take ye a kid of the goats for a sin offering ; and a calf and 
a lamb, both of the first year, without blemish, for a burnt offering ; also 
a bullock and a ram for peace offerings, to sacrifice before the Lord; and 
a meat offering mingled with oil: for to day the Lord will appear unto you. 

And they brought that which Moses commanded before the taber- 
nacle of the congregation: and all the congregation drew near and stood 
before the Lord. And Moses said, This is the thing which the Lord 
commanded that ye should do : and the glory of the Lord shall appear 
unto you. And Moses said unto Aaron, Go unto the altar, and offer 
thy sin offering, and thy burnt offering, and make an atonement for 
thyself, and for the people : and offer the offering of the people, and 
make an atonement for them ; as the Lord commanded. 

Aaron therefore went unto the altar, and slew the calf of the sin offer- 
ing, which was for himself. And the sons of Aaron brought the blood 
unto him : and he dipped his finger in the blood, and put it upon the 
horns of the altar, and poured out the blood at the bottom of the altar: 
but the fat, and the kidneys, and the caul above the liver of the sin 
offering, he burnt upon the altar; as the Lord commanded Moses. And 
the flesh and the hide he burnt with fire without the camp. And he 
slew the burnt offering; and Aaron's sons presented unto him the blood, 
which he sprinkled round about upon the altar. And they presented 
the burnt offering unto him, with the pieces thereof, and the head : and 
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he burnt them upon the altar. And he did wash the inwards and the 
legs, and burnt them upon the burnt offering on the altar. 

And he brought the people's offering, and took the goat, which was 
the sin offering for the people, and slew it, and offered it for sin, as the 
first. And he brought the burnt offering, and offered it according to 
the manner. And he brought the meat offering, and took an handful 
thereof, and burnt it upon the altar, beside the burnt sacrifice of the 
morning. He slew also the bullock and the ram for a sacrifice of peace 
offerings, which was for the people: and Aaron's sons presented unto 
him the blood, which he sprinkled upon the altar round about ; and the 
fat of the bullock and of the ram, the rump, and that which covereth 
the inwards, and the kidneys, and the caul above the liver : and they 
put the fat upon the breasts, and he burnt the fat upon the altar : and 
the breasts and the right shoulder Aaron waved for a wave offering 
before the Lord; as Moses commanded. And Aaron lifted up his hand 
toward the people, and blessed them, and came down from offering of 
the sin offering, and the burnt offering, and peace offerings. And 
Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle of the congregation, and 
came out, and blessed the people : and the glory of the Lord appeared 
unto all the people. And there came a fire out from before the Lord, 
and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which 
when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces. 

And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his 
censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange 
fire before the Lord, which he commanded them not. And there went 
out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, and they died before the 
Lord. Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the Lord spake, 
saying, I will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before all 
the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace. 

And Moses called JV^hael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel the uncle 
of Aaron, and said unto them, Come near ; carry your brethren from 
before the sanctuary out of the camp. So they went near, and carried 
them in their coats out of the camp ; as Moses had said. And Moses 
said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons, Uncover 
not your heads, neither rend your clothes ; lest ye die, and lest wrath 
come upon all the people : but let your brethren, the whole house of 
Israel, bewail the burning which the Lord hath kindled. And ye shall 
not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye 
die: for the anointing oil of the Lord is upon you. And they did 
according to the word of Moses. 

And the Lord spake imto Aaron, saying. Do not drink wine nor strong 
drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of 
the congregation, lest ye die : it shall be a statute for ever throughout 
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your generations : and that ye may put difference between holy and un- 
holy, and between unclean and clean; and that ye may teach the 
children of Israel all the statutes which the Lord hath spoken unto 
them by the hand of Moses. 

And on the day that the tabernacle was reared up the cloud covered 
the tabernacle, namely, the tent of the testimony : and at even there was 
upon the tabernacle as it were the appearance of fire, until the morning. 
So it was alway : the cloud covered it by day, and the appearance of fire 
by night. And when the cloud was taken up from the tabernacle, then 
after that the children of Israel journeyed : and in the place where the 
cloud abode, there the children of Israel pitched their tents. At the 
commandment of the Lord the children of Israel journeyed, and at the 
commandment of the Lord they pitched : as long as the cloud abode 
upon the tabernacle they rested in their tenta And when the cloud 
tarried long upon the tabernacle many days, then the children of Israel 
kept the charge of the Lord, and journeyed not. And so it was, when 
the cloud was a few days upon the tabernacle ; according to the com- 
mandment of the Lord they abode in their tents, and according to the 
commandment of the Lord they journeyed. And so it was, when the 
doud abode from even unto the morning, and that the cloud was taken 
up in the morning, then they journeyed : whether it was by day or by 
night that the cloud was taken up, they journeyed. Or whether it were 
two days, or a month, or a year, that the cloud tairied upon the taber- 
nacle, remaining thereon, the children of Israel abode in their tents, and 
journeyed not; but when it was taken up, they journeyed. 
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AND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. Make thee two trumpets 
of silver; of a whole piece shalt thou make them: that thou 
mayest use them for the calling of the assembly, and for the journeying 
of the camps. And when they shall blow with them, all the assembly 
shall assemble themselves to thee at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation. And if they blow but with one trumpet, then the princes, 
which are heads of the thousands of Israel, shall gather themselves unto 
thee. When ye blow an alarm, then the camps that lie on the east 
parts shall go forward. When ye blow an alarm the second time, then 
the camps that lie on the south side shall take their journey : they shall 
blow an alarm for their journeys. But when the congregation is to be 
gathered together, ye shall blow, but ye shall not sound an alarm. 
And the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow with the trumpets ; 

im 7 
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and they shall be to you for an ordinance for ever throughout your 
generations. And if ye go to war in your land against the enemy that 
oppresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets ; and ye 
shall be remembered before the Lord your Qod, and ye shall be saved 
from your enemies. Also in the day of your gladness, and in your 
solemn days, and in the beginnings of your months, ye shall blow with 
the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices of your 
peace offerings ; that they may be to you for a memorial before your 
Grod : I am the Lord your God. 

And it came to pass on the twentieth day of the second month, in the 
second year, that the clouct was taken up &t)m off the tabernacle of the 
testimony. And the children of Israel took their journeys out of the 
wilderness of Sinai ; and the doud rested in the wilderness of Paran. 
And they first took their journey according to the commandment of the 
Lord by the hand of Moses. 

Li the first place went the standard of the camp of the children of 
Judah according to their armies. And the standard of the camp of the 
children of Dan was the rereward of all the camps throughout their 
hosts. Thus were the joumeyings of the children of Israel according to 
their armies, when they set forward. 

And Moses said imto Hobab, the son of Baguel the Midianite, 
Moses' father in law. We are journeying imto the place of which the 
Lord said, I will give it you : come thou with us, and we will do thee 
good : for the Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel And he said 
unto him, I will not go ; but I will depart to mine own land, and to my 
kindred. And he said. Leave us not, I pray thee; forasmuch as thou 
knowest how we are to encamp in the wilderness, and thou mayest be to 
us instead of eyes. And it shall be, if thou go with us, yea, it shall be, 
that what goodness the Lord shall do unto us, the same will we do unto 
thee. 

And they departed from the mount of the Lord three days' journey : 
and the ark of the covenant of the Lord went before them in the three 
days' journey, to search out a resting place for them. And the cloud of 
the Lord was upon them by day when they went out of the camp. And 
it came to pass, when the ark set forward, that Moses said, !Rise up, 
Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered ; and let them that hate thee 
flee before thee. And when it rested, he said, Betum, O Lord, unto 
the many thousands of Israel. 

And when the people complained, it displeased the Lord : and the 
Lord heard it ; and his anger was kindled ; and the fire of the Lord 
burnt among them, and consumed them that were in the uttermost parts 
of the camp. And the people cried imto Moses ; and wh^n Mosee 
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prayed unto the Lord, the fire was quenched. And he called the name 
of the place Taberah : because the fire of the Lord burnt among 
th^n. 

And the mixt multitude that was among them fell a lusting : and the 
children of Israel also wept again, and said, Who shall give us flesh to 
eat ? We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely ; the 
cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the gai'- 
lick : but now our soul is dried away : there is nothing at all, beside this 
manna, before our eyes. (And the manna was as coriander seed, and the 
colour thereof as the cqjiour of bdellium.) And the people went about, 
and gathered it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in a mortar, and baked 
it in pans, and made cakes of it : and the taste of it was as the taste of 
fresh oiL And when the dew feU upon the camp in the night, the 
manna f eU upon it. 

Then Moses heard the people weep throughout their families, every 
man in the door of his tent : and the anger of the Lord was kindled 
greatly ; Moses also was displeased. And Moses said unto the Lord, 
Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant ? and wherefore have I not 
found favour in thy sight, that thou layest the burden of all this people 
upon me ? Have I conceived aU this people ? have I begotten them, 
that thou shouldest say unto me. Cany them in thy bosom, as a nursing 
father beareth the sucking child, unto the land which thou swarest imto 
their fathers ? Whence should I have flesh to give imto aU this people 1 
for they weep unto me, saying. Give us flesh, that we may eat. I am 
not able to bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy for me. 
And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, out of hand, if I 
have f oimd favour in thy sight ; and let me not see my wretchedness. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy men of the 
elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders of the people, and 
officers over them ; and bring them imto the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, that they may stand there with thee. And I will come down and 
talk with thee there : and I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, 
and will put it upon them ; and they shall bear the burden of the people 
with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone. And say thou unto the 
people. Sanctify yourselves against to morrow, and ye shall eat flesh : for 
ye have wept in the ears of the Lord, saying. Who shall give us flesh to 
eat ? for it was weU with us in Egypt : therefore the Lord will give you 
flesh, and ye shall eat. Ye shall not eat one day, nor two days, nor five 
days, neither ten days, nor twenty days ; but even a whole month, until 
it come out at your nostrils, and it be loathsome unto you : because that 
ye have despised the Lord which is among you, and have wept before 
him, saying. Why came we forth out of Egypt ? And Moses said. The 
people, among whom I am, are six hundred thousand footmen ; and thoi; 
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hast said, I will give them flesh, that they may eat a whole month. 
Shall the flocks and the herds be slain for them, to sufl&ce them ? or shall 
all the fish of the sea be gathered together for them, to suffice them ? 
And the Lord said unto Moses, Is the Lord's hand waxed short ? thou 
shalt see now whether my word shall come to pass unto thee or not. 

And Moses went out, and told the people the words of the Lord, and 
gathered the seventy men of the elders of the people, and set them round 
about the tabernacle. And the Lord came down in a cloud, and spake 
unto him, and took of the spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the 
seventy elders : and it came to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon 
them, they prophesied, and did not cease. But. there remained two of 
the men in the camp, the name of the one was Eldad, and the name of 
the other Medad : and the spirit rested upon them ; and they were of 
them that were written, but went not out unto the tabernacle : and they 
prophesied in the camp. And there ran a young man, and told Moses, 
and said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy in the camp. And Joshua the 
son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one of his young men, answered and 
said, My lord Moses, forbid them. And Moses said imto him, Enviest 
thou for my sake ? would God that all the Lord's people were prophets, 
and that the Lord would put his spirit upon them ! And Moses gat 
him into the camp, he and the elders of Israel. 

And there went forth a wind from the Lord, and brought quails from 
the sea, and let them fall by the camp, as it were a day's journey on this 
side, and as it were a day's journey on the other side, roimd about the 
camp, and as it were two cubits high upon the face of the earth. And 
the people stood up all that day, and all that night, and aU the next day, 
and they gathered the quails : he that gathered least gathered ten 
homers : and they spread them all abroad for themselves round about 
the camp. And while the flesh was yet between their teeth, ere it was 
chewed, the wrath of the Lord was kindled against the people, and the 
Lord smote the people with a very great plague. 

And he called the name of that place Kibroth-hattaavah : because 
there they buried the people that lusted. And the people journeyed 
from Kibroth-hattaavah unto Hazeroth ; and abode at Hazeroth. 

And Miriam and Aaron spake ^igaiust Moses because of the Ethiopian 
woman whom he had married : for he had married an Ethiopian woman. 
And they said. Hath the Lord indeed spoken only by Moses? hath 
he not spoken also by us ? And the Lord heard it. (Now the man 
Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of 
the earth.) 

And the Lord spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto 
Miiiam, Come out ye tliree unto the tabernacle of the congregation. 
Aud they three came out. And the Lord came down in the pillar of 
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the cloud, and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and 
Miriam : and they both came forth. And he said, Hear now my words : 
If there be a prophet among you, I the Lord will make myself known 
onto hiTn in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. My servant 
Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house. With him will I 
speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches ; and 
the similitude of the Lord shall he behold : wherefore then were ye not 
afraid to speak against my servant Moses ? And the anger of the Lord 
was kindled against them ; and he departed. And the cloud departed 
from off the tabernacle ; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, white as 
snow : and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprouH. 
And Aaron said imto Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech thee, lay not the 
sin upon us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have 
sinned. Let her not be as one dead. And Moses cried imto the Lord, 
8a3ring, Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, If her father had but spit in her face, 
should she not be ashamed seven days ? let her be shut out from the 
pamp seven days, and after that let her be received in again. And 
Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days : and the people 
journeyed not till Miriam was brought in again. And afterward the 
people removed from Hazeroth, and pitched in the wilderness of Paran. 
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AND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Send thou men, that they 
may search the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of 
Israel : of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, eveiy one 
a ruler among them. And Moses by the commandment of the Lord 
sent them from the wilderness of Paran : all were heads of the childreu 
of IsraeL And Moses called Oshea the son of Nun Jehoshua. 

And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said unto 
them, Qtet you up this way southward, and go up into the mountain : 
and see the land, what it is ; and the people that dwelleth therein, 
whether they be strong or weak, few or many ; and what the land is that 
they dwell in, whether it be good or bad ; and what cities they be that 
they dwell in, whether in tents, or in strong holds ; and what the land 
is, whether it be fat or lean, whether there be wood therein, or not. And 
be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land. Now the time 
was the time of the firstripe grapes. 

So they went up, and searched the land from the wilderness of Zin 
unto Behob, as men come to Hamath. And they ascended by the south, 
and came unto Hebron ; where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the chil- 
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dren of Anak, were. And they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut 
down from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bare it 
between two upon a staff ; and they brought of the pomegranates, and 
of the figs. The place was called the brook Eshcol, because of the 
cluster of grapes which the children of Israel cut down from thence. 
And they returned from searching of the land after forty days. 

And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the con- 
gregation of the children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, to 
Kadesh ; and brought back word unto them, and unto all the congrega- 
tion, and shewed them the fruit of the land. And they told him, and 
said. We came imto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it 
floweth with milk and honey ; and this is the fruit of it. Nevertheless 
the people be strong that dweU in the land, and the cities are walled, and 
very great : and moreover we saw the children of Anak there. The 
Amalekites dweU in the land of the south : and the Hittites, and the 
Jebusites, and the Amorites, dweU in the mountains : and the Canaan- 
ites dwell by the sea, and by the coast of Jordan. 

And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said. Let us go up at 
once, and possess it ; for we are well able to overcome it. 

But the men that went up with him said. We be not able to go up 
against the people ; for they are stronger than we. And they brought 
up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children 
of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search it, is 
a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof ; and all the people that 
we saw in it are men of a great stature. And there we saw the giants, 
the sons of Anak, which come of the giants ; and we were in our own 
sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight. 

And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried ; and the 
people wept that night. And aU the children of Israel murmured 
against Moses and against Aaron : and the whole congregation said unto 
them, Would Grod that we had died in the land of Egypt ! or would God 
we had died in this wilderness ! And wherefore hath the Lord brought 
us imto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children 
should be a prey ? were it not better for us to return into Egypt ? And 
they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into 
Egypt. Then Moses and Aaron feU on their faces before all the assembly 
of the congregation of the children of Israel. 

And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which 
were of them that searched the land, rent their clothes : and they spake 
unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which 
we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land. If the Lord 
delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us ; a land 
which floweth with milk and honey. Only rebel not ye against the 
Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land ; for they are bread for us : 
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their defence is departed from theni) and the Lord is with Us : fear them 
not. But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. And the 
glory of the Lord appeared in the tabernacle of the congregation before 
all tiie children of IsraeL 

And the Lord said unto Moses, How long wiU this people provoke 
me ? and how long will it be ere they believe me, for all the signs which 
I have shewed among them ? I will smite them with the pestilence, 
and disinherit them, and wiU make of thee a greater nation and 
mightier than they. 

And Moses said imto the Lord, Then the Egyptians shall hear it, (for 
thou broughtest up this people in thy might from among them ;) and 
they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land : for they have heard 
that thou Lord art among this people, that thou Lord art seen face to 
face, and that thy cloud standeth over them, and that thou goest before 
them, by day time in a pillar of a cloud, and in a pillar of fire by 
night 

Now if thou shalt kill all this people as one man, then the nations 
which have heard the fame of thee will speak, saying, Because the Lord 
was not able to bring this people into the land which he sware imto 
them, therefore he hath slain them in the wilderness. And now, I 
beseech thee, let the power of my Lord be great, according as thou hast 
spoken, saying. The Lord is longsufifering, and of great mercy, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation. Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people accord- 
ing unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this 
people, from Egypt even until now. And the Lord said, I have pardoned 
according to thy word : but as truly as I live, all the earth shall be 
filled with the glory of the Lord. Because all those men which have 
seen my glory, and my miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the 
wilderness, and have tempted me now these ten times, and have not 
hearkened to my voice ; surely they shall not see the land which I sware 
unto their fathers, neither shall any of them that provoked me see it : 
but my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath 
followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he went ; 
and his seed shall possess it. To morrow txun you, and get you into the 
wilderness by the way of the Ked sea. 

And the Lord spake imto Moses and imto Aaron, saying. How long 
shall I bear with this evil congregation, which murmur against me 1 I 
have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel, which they mur- 
mur against me. Say unto them. As truly as I live, saith the Lord, as 
ye have spoken in mine ears, so wiU I do to you : your carcases shall 
fall in this wilderness ; and all that were numbered of you, according 
to your whole number, from twenty years old and upward, which have 
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murmured against me, doubtless ye shall not come into the land, con- 
cerning which I sware to make you dwell therein, save Caleb the son 
of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun. But your Httle ones, 
which ye said should be a prey, them will I bring in, and they shall 
know the land which ye have despised. But as for you, your carcases, 
they shall fall in this wilderness. And your children shall wander in 
the wilderness forty years, until your carcases be wasted in the wilder- 
ness. After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, 
even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, 
even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise. I the 
Lord have said, I will surely do it unto all this evil congregation, 
that are gathered together against me : in this wilderness they shall 
be consumed, and there they shall die. And the men, which Moses 
sent to search the land, who returned, and made all the congregation 
to murmur against him, by bringing up a slander upon the land, even 
those men that did bring up the evil report upon the land, died by 
^the plague before the Lord. But Joshua the son of Nim, and ^Caleb 
the son of Jephunneh, which were of the men that went to search the 
land, lived still. And Moses told these sayings unto all the children of 
Israel : and the people mourned greatly. 
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V 

LOED, thou hast been our dwelling place in aU generations. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, 
Or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world. 
Even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. 

Thou tumest man to destruction ; — and sayest, Eetum, ye 
children of men. 
For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is psist, 
And as a watch in the night. 

Thou carriest them away as with a flood ; — ^they are as a sleep. 
In the morning they are like grass which groweth up: 
In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; 
In the evening it is cut down, and withereth. 

For we are consumed by thine anger, — and by thy wrath are 
we troubled. 
Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, 
Our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. 
For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: 
We spend our years as a tale that is told. 
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The days of our years are threescore years and ten; 

And if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, 

Yet is their strength labour and sorrow; — for it is soon cut off, 

and we fly away. 
Who knoweth the power of thine anger ? 
Even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath« 

So teach us to number our days, — that we may apply our hearts 

unto wisdom. 
Betum, O Lord, how long ? — and let it repent thee concerning 

thy servants. 
O satisfy us early with thy mercy; 
That we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast afflicted us, 
And the years wherein we have seen eviL 
Let thy work appear unto thy servants, — ^and thy glory unto their 

children. 
And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: 
And establish thou the w6rk of our hands upon us; 
Yea, the work of our hands establish thou it. 



KORAH, DATHAN, AND ABIRAM. 

NOW Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, 
and Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of 
Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men : and they rose up before Moses, with 
certain of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty princes of the 
assembly, famous in the congregation, men of renown : and they gathered 
themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said imto 
them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, 
every one of them, and the Lord is among them : wherefore then lift 
ye up yourselves above the congregation of the Lord? And when 
Moses heard it, he feU upon his face : and he spake unto Korah and 
unto all his company, saying. Even to morrow the Lord will shew who 
are his, and who is holy ; and will cause him to come near unto him : 
even him whom he hath chosen will he cause to come near unto him. 
This do ; Take you censers, Korah, and all his company ; and put fire 
therein, and put incense in them before the Lord to morrow : and it 
shall be that the man whom the Lord doth choose, he shall be holy : ye 
take too much upon you, ye sons of Levi And Moses said unto Korah, 
Hear, I pray you, ye sons of Levi : seemeth it but a small thing unto 
you, that the God of Israel hath separated you from the congregation of 
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Israel, to bring you near to himself to do the service of the tabernacle 
of the Lord, and to stand before the congregation to minister unto 
them? And he hath brought thee near to him, and all thy brethren the 
sons of Levi with thee : and seek ye the priesthood also ? For which 
cause both thou and all thy company are gathered together against the 
Lord : and what is Aaron, that ye murmur against him ? 

And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab : which 
said, We will not come up : is it a small thing that thou hast brought 
us up out of a land that floweth with milk and honey, to kill us in the 
wilderness, except thou make thyself altogether a prince over us? 
Moreover thou hast not brought us into a land that floweth with milk 
and honey, or given us inheritance of fields and vineyards : wilt thou 
put out the eyes of these men ? we will not come up. And Moses was 
very wroth, and said imto the Lord, Bespect not thou their offering : 
I have not taken one ass from them, neither have I hurt one of them. 
And Moses said unto Korah, Be thou and all thy company before the 
Lord, thou, and they, and Aaxon, to morrow : and take every man his 
censer, and put incense in them, and bring ye before the Lord every 
man his censer, two himdred and fifty censers ; thou also, and Aaron, 
each of you his censer. And they took every man his censer, and put 
fire in them, and laid incense thereon, and stood in the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation with Moses and Aaron. And Korah 
gathered all the congregation against them unto the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation : and the glory of the Lord appeared unto all 
the congregation. And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, 
saying. Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may 
consume them in a moment. And they fell upon their faces, and said, 
O God, the Gknl of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt 
thou be wroth with aU the congregation ? 

And the Lord spake imto Moses, saying. Speak unto the congregation, 
saying, Gret you up from about the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram. And Moses rose up and went imto Dathan and Abiram ; and 
the elders of Israel followed him. And he spake imto the congregation, 
saying. Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these wicked men, and 
touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be consumed in all their sins. So they 
gat up from the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, on every 
side : and Dathan and Abiram came out, and stood in the door of their 
tents, and their wives, and their sons, and their little children. And 
Moses said. Hereby ye shall know that the Lord hath sent me to do all 
these works ; for I have not done them of mine own mind. If these 
men die the common death of all men, or if they be visited after the 
visitation of all men ; then the Lord hath not sent me. But if the 
LoRB make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, and swallow 
them up, with all that appertain imto them, and they go down quick 
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into the pit ; then ye shall nnderstand that these men have provoked 
the Lord. 

And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these 
words, that the ground dave asunder that was under them : and the 
earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, and 
aJl the men that appertained unto Korah, and all their goods. They, 
and all that appertained to them, went down alive into the pit, and the 
earth closed upon them : and they perished from among the congrega- 
tion. And all Israel that were round about them fled at the cry of 
them : for they said. Lest the earth swallow us up also. And there 
came out a fire from the Lord, and consumed the two hundred and fifty 
men that offered incense. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto Eleazar the son 
of Aaron the priest, that he take up the censers out of the burning, and 
scatter thou the fire yonder ; for they are hallowed. The censers of 
these sinners against their own souls, let them make them broad plates 
for a covering of the altar : for they offered them before the Lord, 
therefore they are hallowed : and they shall be a sign unto the children 
of IsraeL And Eleazar the priest took the brasen censers, wherewith 
they that were burnt had offered ; and they were made broad plates for 
a covering of the altar : to be a memorial unto the children of Israel, 
that no stranger, which is not of the seed of Aaron, come near to offer 
incense before the Lord ; that he be not as Korah, and as his company : 
as the Lord said to him by the hand of Moses. 

But on the morrow all the congregation of the children of Israel 
murmured against Moses and against Aaron, saying, Te have killed the 
people of the Lord. And it came to pass, when the congregation was 
gathered against Moses and against Aaron, that they looked toward the 
tabernacle of the congregation : and, behold, the cloud covered it, and 
the gloiy of the Lord appeared. And Moses and Aaron came before 
the tabernacle of the congregation. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, (ret you up from among this 
congregation, that I may consume them as in a moment. And they fell 
upon their faces. 

And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, and put fire therein from 
off the altar, and put on incense, and go quickly unto the congregation, 
and make an atonement for them : for there is wrath gone out from the 
Lord ; the plague is begun. And Aaron took as Moses commanded, 
and ran into the midst of the congregation ; and, behold, the plague 
was begun among the people : and he put on incense, and made an 
atonement for the people. And he stood between the dead and 
the living; and the plague was stayed. Now they that died in the 
plague were fourteen thousand and seven hundred, beside them that 
died about the matter of Korah. And Aaron returned imto Moses 
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unto the door of the tAbemacle of the congregation : and the plague was 
stayed. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of 
Israel, and take of every one of them a rod according to the house of 
their fathers, of aU their princes according to the house of their fathers, 
twelve rods : write thou every man's name upon his rod. And thou 
shalt write Aaron's name upon the rod of Levi : for one rod shall be for 
the head of the house of their fathers. And thou shalt lay them up in 
the tabernacle of the congregation before the testimony, where I will 
meet with you. And it shaU come to pass, that the man's rod, whom I 
shall choose, shall blossom : and I will make to cease from me the 
murmuriugs of the children of Israel, whereby they murmur against 
you. 

And Moses spake unto the children of Israel, and every one of their 
princes gave him a rod apiece, for each prince one, according to their 
fathers' houses, even twelve rods : and the rod of Aaron was among 
their rods. And Moses laid up the rods before the Lord in the 
tabernacle of witness. And it came to pass, that on the morrow Moses 
went into the tabernacle of witness ; and, behold, the rod of Aaron for 
the house of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed 
blossoms, and yielded almonds. And Moses brought out all the rods 
from before the Lord unto all the children of Israel : and they looked, 
and took every man his rod. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's rod again before the 
testimony, to be kept for a token against the rebels ; and thou shalt 
quite take away their murmurings from me, that they die not. And 
Moses did so : as the Lord commanded him, so did he. And the 
children of Israel spake unto Moses, saying. Behold, we die, we perish, 
we all perish. Whosoever cometh any thing near imto the tabernacle of 
the Lord shall die : shall we be consumed with dying ? 
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THEN came the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, into 
the desert of Zin in the first month : and the people abode in 
Kadesh ; and Miriam died there, and was buried there. And there was 
no water for the congregation : and they gathered themselves together 
against Moses and against Aaron. And the people chode with Moses, 
and spake, saying. Would God that we had died when our brethren 
died before the Lord ! And why have ye brought up the congregation 
of the Lo&D into this wilderness, that we and t)ur cattle should die 
there? And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to 
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bring us in unto diis evil place ? it is no place of seed, or of figs, or of 
vines, or of pomegranates ; neither is there any water to drink. And 
Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto the door 
of the tabemade of the congregation, and they fell upon their faces : 
and the glory of the Lord appeared unto them. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Take the rod, and gather 
thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye 
unto the rock before their eyes ; and it shall ^ve forth his water, and 
thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt 
give the congregation and their beasts to drink. And Moses took the 
rod from before the Lord, as he commanded him. And Moses and 
Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said 
unto them, Hear now, ye rebels ; must we fetch you water out of this 
rock? And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the 
rock twice : and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation 
drank, and their beasts also. 

And the Lord spake imto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me 
not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye 
shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them. 
This is the water of Meribah ; because the children of Israel strove with 
the Lord, and he was sanctified in them. 

And the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, journeyed 
from Eladesh, and came unto mount Hor. And the Lord spake unto 
Moses and Aaron in mount Hor, by the coast of the land of Edom, 
saying, Aaron shall, be gathered unto his people : for he shall not enter 
into the land which I have given unto the children of Israel, because 
ye rebelled against my word at the water of Meribah. Take Aaron 
and Eleazar his son, and bring them up unto mount Hor : and strip 
Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son : and Aaron 
shall be gathered unto his people, and shall die there. And Moses did 
as the Lord commanded: and they went up into mount Hor in the 
sight of all the congregation. And Moses stripped Aaron of his gar- 
ments, and put them upon Eleazar his son ; and Aaron died there in 
the top of the mount: and Moses and Eleazar came down from the 
mount. And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, they 
mourned for Aaron thirty days, even all the house of IsraeL 

And they journeyed from moimt Hor by the way of the Eed sea, to 
compass the land of Edom : and the soul of the people was much dis- 
couraged because of the way. And the people spake against God, and 
against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in 
the wilderness ? for there is no bread, neither is there any water ; and 
our soul loatheth this light bread. And the Lord sent fiery serpents 
among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died, 
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Therefore the people came to Moees, and aaidy We hap^ aiiiiiedy for 
we have spoken against the LoRDy and against thee; pray unto t]ie 
Lord, that he take away the serpents from us. And Mases pm^edfor 
the people. And the Lord said nnto Moses, Make tbee a fleiy aaept ftt , 
and set it upon a pole : and it shall come to pass, that erery one that is 
bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall Hye. And Moses made a serpent 
of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent 
had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. 

And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites, saying. 
Let me pass through thy land : we will not turn into the fields, or into 
the vineyards ; we wiU not drink of the waters of the well : but we will 
go along by the king's high way, until we be past thy borders. And 
Sihon would not suffer larael to pass through his border: but Sihon 
gathered all his people together, and went out against Israel into the 
wilderness: and he came to Jahaz, and fought against Israel And 
Israel smote him with the edge of the sword, and possessed his land 
from Amon unto Jabbok, even unto the children of Ammon : for the 
border of the children of Ammon was strong. 

And they turned and went up by the way of Bashan : and Og the 
king of Bashan went out against them, he, and all his people, to the 
battle at Edrei And the Lord said unto Moses, Fear him not : for I 
have delivered him into thy hand, and all his people, and his land ; and 
thou shalt do to him as thou didst unto Sihon king of the Amorites, 
which dwelt at Heshbon. So they smote him, and his sons, and all his 
people, until there was none left him alive : and they possessed his land. 



THE CITIES OF REFUGE. 

AND the Lord spake unto Moses in the plains of Moab by Jordan 
near Jericho, saying, Conmiand the children of Israel, that they 
give unto the Levites of the inh^tance of their possession cities to dwell 
in ; and ye shall give also unto the Levites suburbs for the cities round 
about them. And among the cities which ye shall give unto the Levites 
there shall be six cities for refuge, which ye shall appoint for the man- 
slayer, that he may flee thither : and to them ye shall add forty and two 
citiea The cities which ye shall give to the Levites shall be forty and 
eight cities : them shall ye give with their suburbs. From them that 
have many ye shall give many ; but from them that have few ye shall 
give few. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. Speak unto the children of 
Israel, and say unto them. When ye be come over Jordan into the land 
of Canaan, then ye shall appoint jrou cities to be cities of refuge for 
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yoa; that tlie riayer may flee thither, which killeth any person at 
janawares. And they diall be unto you dties for refuge from the 
ayeogari that thexmrnslayer die not, until he stand before the congre- 
^piJ&m ii-^fudgmfnt. And of these cities which ye shall give, six cities 
shall ye have for irefuge. Ye shall give three cities on this side Jordan, 
and thi^ cities shall ye give in the land of Canaan, which shall be cities 
of refuge. These six cities shall be a refuge, both for the children of 
Israel, and for the stranger, and for the sojourner among them : that 
every one that killeth any person unawares may flee thither. And if he 
smite In'm with an instrument of iron, so that he die, he is a murderer : 
the murderer shall surely be put to death. And if he smite him with 
throwing a stone, wherewith he may die, and he die, he is a murderer : 
the murderer shall surely be put to death. Or if he smite him with an 
hand weapon of wood, wherewith he may die, and he die, he is a mur- 
derer : the murderer shall surely be put to death. The revenger of 
blood himself shall slay the murderer : when he meeteth him, he shall 
slay him. But if he thrust him of hatred, or hurl at him by laying of 
wait, that he die ; or in enmity smite him with his hand, that he die : 
he that smote him shall surely be put to death ; for he is a murderer : 
the revenger of blood shall slay the murderer, when he meeteth him. 

But if he thrust him suddenly without enmity, or have cast upon him 
any thing without laying of wait, or with any stone, wherewith a man 
may die, seeing him not, and cast it upon him, that he die, and was not 
his enemy, neither sought his harm : then the congregation shall judge 
between the slayer and the revenger of blood according to these judg- 
ments : and the congregation shall deliver the slayer out of the hand of 
the revenger of blood, and the congregation shall restore him to the city 
of his refuge, whither he was fled : and he shall abide in it uuto the 
death of the high priest, which was anointed with the holy oil. But if 
the slayer shall at any time come without the border of the city of his 
refuge, whither he was fled ; and the revenger of blood find him without 
the borders of the city of his refuge, and the revenger of blood kill the 
slayer ; he shall not be guilty of blood : because he should have remained 
in the city of his refuge until the death of the high priest : but after the 
death of the high priest the slayer shall return into the land of his pos- 
session. So these things shall be for a statute of judgment unto you 
throughout your generations in all your dwellings. Whoso killeth any 
person, the murderer shall be put to death by the mouth of witnesses : 
but one witness shall not testify against any person to cause him to die. 
Moreover ye shall take no satisfaction for the life of a murderer, which 
is guilty of death : but he shall be surely put to death. And ye shall 
take no satisfaction for him that is fled to the city of his refuge, that he 
should come again to dwell in the land, imtil the death of the priest. 
So ye shall not pollute the land wherein ye are : for blood it defileth the 
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laud : and the land cannot be deanaed of tJie blood that is shed therein, 
but by the blood of him that shed it 

And this is the caae of the slayer, which shall flee thither, that he 
may live : Whoso killeth his nei^boor ignorantly, iHum he hated not 
in time past ; as when a man goeth into the wood with his neagfabour to 
hew wood, and his hand f etdieth a stroke with the axe to cat down the 
tree, and the head slippeth from the helve, and lighteth upon his neigh- 
bour, that he die ; he shall flee unto one of those cities, and live : lest 
the avenger of the blood pursue the slayer, while his heart is hot, and 
overtake him, because the way is long, and slay him ; whereas he was 
not worthy of death, inasmuch as he hated him not in time past 
Wherefore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt separate three cities for 
thee. And if the Lord thy Crod enlarge thy coast, as he hath sworn 
unto thy fathers, and give lliee all the land which he promised to give 
unto thy fathers; if thou shalt keep all these commandments to do 
them, which I command thee this day, to love the Lord thy God, and 
to walk ever in his ways ; then shalt thou add three cities more for thee, 
beside these three : that innocent blood be not shed in thy land, which 
the Lord thy Grod giveth thee for an inheritance, and so blood be upon thee. 

But if any man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for him, and rise 
up against him, and smite him mortally that he die, and fleeth into one 
of these cities: then the elders of his city shall send and fetch him thence, 
and deliver him iuto the hand of the avenger of blood, that he may die. 
Thine eye shall not pity him, but thou shalt put away the guilt of inno- 
cent blood from Israel, that it may go well with thee. 
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AND Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all 
Israel, Be strong and of a good courage : for thou must go with 
this people unto the land which the Lord hath sworn unto their fathers 
to give them ; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it. And the Lord, 
he it is that doth go before thee ; he will be with thee, he will not fail 
thee, neither forsake thee : fear not, neither be dismayed. 

And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the 
law in a book, that Moses commanded the Leyites, which bare the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord, saying, Take this book of the law, and put 
it hi the side of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that it 
may be there for a witness against thee. For I know thy rebellion, and 
thy stiff neck : behold, while I am yet alive with you this day, ye have 
beeQ rebellious against the Ijord ; and how much more 9ft^r my de^tb? 
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Asd Moses came and spake in the ears of the people, he, and Hoehea 
the son of Nun. 

And he said unto them, Set your hearts unto all the words which I 
testify among you this day, which ye shall command your children to 
observe to do, all the words of this law. For it is not a vain thing for 
you ; because it is your life : and through this thing ye shall prolong 
your days in the land, whither ye go over Jordan to possess it. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses that selfsame day, saying, Qet thee 
up into this mountain Abarim, imto mount Nebo, which is in the land 
of Moab, that is over against Jericho ; and behold the land of Canaan, 
which I give unto the children of Israel for a possession : and die in the 
mount whither thou goest up, and be gathered unto thy people ; as 
Aaron thy brother died in moimt Hor, and was gathered imto his 
people : because ye trespassed against me among the children of Israel 
at the waters of Meribah-Kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin ; because ye 
sanctified me not in the midst of the children of Israel Yet thou shalt 
see the land before thee ; but thou shalt not go thither unto the land 
which I give the children of IsraeL 

And Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his 
death. 

And Moses went up from the plains of Moab imto the mountain of 
Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against Jericho. And the Lord 
shewed him all the land of Gilead, imto Dan, and all Naphtali, and the 
land of Ephraim, and Manaaseh, and all the land of Jiidah, unto the 
utmost sea, and the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city 
of paJm trees, imto Zoar. And the Lord said unto him, This is the land 
which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and imto Jacob, saying, I will 
give it unto thy seed : I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but 
thou shalt not go over thither. 

So Moses the servant of the LoitD died there in the land of Moab, 
according to the word of the Lord. And he buried him in a valley in 
the land of Moab, over against Beth-peor : but no man knoweth of his 
sepulchre unto this day. And Moses was an hundred and twenty years 
old when he died : his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated. 
And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of- Moab thirty 
days : so the days of weeping and mourning for Moses were ended. 

And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom ; for 
Moses had laid his hands upon him : and the children of Israel 
hearkened unto him, and did as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom 

the Lord knew face to face, in all the signs and the wonders, which the 

Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, and to all his 

servants, and to all his land, and in all that mighty hand, and in all the 

great terror which Moses shewed in the sight of all IsraeL 
(27«) 8 
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NOW after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord it came to 
pass, that the Lord spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Hoses' 
minister, saying, Moses my servant is dead ; now therefore arise, go over 
this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to 
them, even to the children of Israel Every place that the sole of your 
foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Mosea 
From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the 
river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea 
toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast There shall 
not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life : as I 
was with Moses, so I will be with thee : I wiU not fail thee, nor forsake 
thee. Be strong and of a good courage : for unto this people shalt thou 
divide for an inheritance the Iknd, which I sware unto their fathers to 
give them. Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant com- 
manded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou 
mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. This book of the law shall 
not depart out of thy mouth ; but thou shalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written 
therein : for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success. Have not I commauded thee ? Be strong and 
of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the 
Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest 

Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying. Pass 
through the host, and command the people, saying. Prepare you victuals ; 
for within three days ye shall pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess 
the land, which the Lord your Grod giveth you to possess it 

And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men to spy 
secretly, saying, Go view the land, even Jericho. And they went, and 
came into an harlot's house, named Eahab, and lodged there. And it 
was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, there came men in hither 
to night of the children of Israel to search out the coimlay. And the 
king of Jericho sent unto Eahab, saying. Bring forth the men that are 
come to thee, which are entered int<5 thine house : for they be come to 
search out aU the country. And the woman took the two men, and hid 
them, and said thus, There came men unto me, but I wist not whence 
they were : and it came to pass about the time of shutting of the gate, 
when it was dark, that the men went out : whither the men went I wot 
not : pursue after them quickly ; for ye shall ove^rtake them, But she 
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had brought them up to the roof of the house, and hid them with the 
stalks of flax, which she had laid in order upon the roof. And the men 
pursued after them the way to Jordan unto the fords : and as soon as 
they which pursued after them were gone out, they shut the gate. 

And before they were laid down, she came up unto them upon the 
roof ; and she said unto the men, I know that the Lord hath given you 
the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabi- 
tants of the land faint because of you. Yor we have heard how the 
Lord dried up the water of the Bed sea for you, when ye came out of 
Egypt ; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were 
on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. 
And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither 
did there remain any more courage in any man, because of you : for the 
Lord your Crod, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath. Now 
therefore, I pray you, swear tbito me by the Lord, since I have shewed 
you kindness, that ye will also shew kindness unto my father's house, 
and give me a true token : and that ye will save alive my father, and 
my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, and all that they have, 
and deliver our lives from death. And the men answered her. Our life 
for yours, if ye utter not this our business. And it shall be, when the 
Lord hath given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with 
thee. Then she let them down by a cord through the window : for her 
house was upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the walL 

And she said imto them, Get you to the mountain, lest the pursuers 
meet you ; and hide yourselves there three days, until the pursuers be 
returned : and afterward may ye go your way. And the men said unto 
her, We will be blameless of this thine oath which thou hast made us 
swear. Behold, when we come into the land, thou shalt bind this line 
of scarlet thread in the window which thou didst let us down by : and 
thou shalt bring thy father, and thy mother, and thy brethren, and all 
thy father's household, home unto thee. And it shall be, that whosoever 
shall go out of the doors of thy house into the street, his blood shall be 
upon his head, and we will be guiltless : and whosoever shall be with 
thee in the house, his bldod shall be on our head, if any hand be upon 
him. And if thou utter this our business, then we will be quit of thine 
oath which thou hast made us to swear. And she said, According unto 
your words, so be it. And she sent them away, and they departed : and 
she bound the scarlet line in the window. And they went, and came 
unto the moimtain, and abode there three days, until the pursuers were 
returned : and the pursuers sought them throughout all the way, but 
found them not. 

So the two men returned, and descended from the mountain, and 
passed over, and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and told him all things 
that befell them ; and they said unto Joshua, Truly the Lord hath de- 
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livered into our hands all the land ; for even all the inhabitants of the 
country do faint because of us. 

And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed from 
Shittim, and came to Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and 
lodged there before they passed over. And it came to pass after three 
days, that the officers went through the host ; and they commanded the 
people, saying. When ye see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your 
God, and the priests the Levites l)earing it, then ye shall remove from 
your place, and go after it. Yet there shall be a space between you and 
it, about two thousand cubits by measure : come not near unto it, that 
ye may know the way by which ye must go : for ye have not passed this 
way heretofore. And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves : 
for to morrow the Lord will do wonders among you. And Joshua 
spake unto the priests, saying. Take up the ark of the covenant, and 
pass over before the people. And they took up the ark of the covenant, 
and went before the people. 

And the Lord said unto Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify 
thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with 
Moses, so I will be with thee. And thou shalt command the priests that 
bear the ark of the covenant, saying. When ye are come to the biink'of 
the water of Jordan, ye shall stand stiU in Jordan. 

And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, Come hither, and hear 
the words of the Lord your God. And Joshua said. Hereby ye shall 
know that tlie living Grod is among you, and that he will without fail 
drive out from before you the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the 
Hivites, and the Perizzites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and 
the Jebusites. Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the 
earth passeth over before you into Jordan. Now therefore take you 
twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, out of every tribe a man. And 
it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet Of the priests that 
bear the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the eaiih, shall rest in the 
waters of Jordan, that the waters of Jordan shall be cut off from the 
waters that come down from above; and they shall stand upon an 
heap. 

And it came to pass, when the people removed from their tents, to 
pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before 
the people ; and as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and 
the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of the 
water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the time of harvest,) 
that the waters which came down from above stood and rose up upon 
an heap very far from the city Adam, that is beside Zaretan : and those 
that came down toward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, 
and were cut off: and the people passed over right against Jericho. And 
^}ie priests th^t bare the ark of the covei^ant of tl^e Lord stood firm oij 
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dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over 
on dry ground, until all the people were passed clean over Jordan. 

And it came to pass, when all the people were clean passed over Jordan, 
that the Lord spake unto Joshua, saying, Take you twelve men out of 
the people, out of every tribe a man, and conupand ye them, saying, 
Take you hence out of the midst of Jordan, out of the place where the 
priests' feet stood firm, twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over with 
you, and leave them in the lodging place, where ye shall lodge this 
night. Then Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had prepared of 
the children of Israel, out of every tribe a man : and Joshua said unto 
them, Pass over before the ark of the Lord your God into the midst of 
Jordan, and take ye up every man of you a stone upon his shoulder, 
according unto the number of the tribes of the children of Israel : that 
this may be a sign among you, that when your children ask their fathers 
in time to come, saying, What mean ye by these stones? then ye shall 
answer them. That the waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord ; when it passed over Jordan, the waters of 
Jordan were cut off : and these stones shall be for a memorial unto the 
children of Israel for ever. And the children of Israel did so as Joshua 
commanded, and took up twelve stones out of the midst of Jordan, as 
the Lord spake unto Jc^ua, according to the number of the tribes of 
the children of Israel, and carried them over with them unto the place 
where they lodged, and laid them down there. And Joshua set up 
twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, in the place where the feet of the 
priests which bare the ark of the covenant stood : and they are there 
unto this day. 

For the priests which bare the ark stood in the midst of Jordan, until 
every thing was finished that the Lord commanded Joshua to speak 
unto the people, according to all that Moses commanded Joshua : and 
the people hasted and passed over. And it came to pass, when all the 
people were clean passed over, that the ark of the Lord passed over, 
and the priests, in the presence of the people. And the children of 
Beuben, and the children of Ghd, and half the tribe of Manasseh, passed 
over armed before the children of Israel, as Moses spake unto them : 
about forty thousand prepared for war passed over before the Lord 
unto battle, to the plains of Jericho. 

On that day the Lord magnified Joshua in the sight of all Israel ; and 
they feared him, as they feared Moses, all the days of his life. And the 
Lord spake unto Joshua, saying, Command the priests that bear the 
ark of the testimony, that they come up out of Jordan. Joshua there- 
fore commanded the priests, saying, Come ye up out of Jordan. And it 
came to pass, when the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord were come up out of the midst of Jordan, and the soles of the 
priests' feet were lifted up unto the dry land, that the waters of Jordan 
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returned imto their place, and flowed over all his banks, as thej did 
before. 

And the people came np out of Jordan on the tenth day of the first 
month, and encamped in Gilgal, in the east border of Jericho. And 
those twelve stones, which they took out of Jordan, did Joshua pitch in 
GilgaL And he spake unto the children of Israel, saying, When your 
children shall ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean 
these stones? then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came 
over this Jordan on dry land. For the Lord your God dried up the 
waters of Jordan from before you, until ye were passed over, as the 
Lord your God did to the Bed sea, which he dried up from before us, 
untU we were gone over : that all the people of the earth might know 
the hand of the Lord, that it is mighty : that ye might fear the Lord 
your God for ever. 

And it came to pass, when all the kings of the Amorites, which were 
on the side of Jordan westward, and all the kings of the Cauaanites, 
which were by the sea, heard that the Lord had dried up the waters of 
Jordan from before the children of Israel, until we were passed over, 
that their heart melted, neither was there spirit in them any more, 
because of the children of IsraeL 

At that time the Lord said imto Joshua, Circumcise again the chil- 
dren of Israel the second time. And Joshua circumcised the children 
of IsraeL And the Lord said unto Joshua, This day have I rolled away 
the reproach of Egypt from off you. Wherefore the name of the place 
is called Gilgal unto this day. 

And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the passover 
on the fourteenth day of the month at even in the plains of Jericho. 
And they did eat of the old com of the land on the morrow after the 
passover, imleavened cakes, and parched com in the selfsame day. And 
the manna ceased on the morrow after they had eaten of the old com of 
the land ; neither had the children of Israel manna any more ; but they 
did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year. 

And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up 
his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against him 
with his sword drawn in his hand : and Joshua went unto him, and said 
unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries ? and he said, Nay ; 
but as captain of the host of the Lord am I now come. And Joshua 
fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What 
saith my lord unto his servant? and the captain of the Lord's host said 
unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so. 
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NOW Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children of Israel : 
none went out, and none came in. And the Lord said unto 
Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, and the king thereof, 
and the mighty men of valour. And ye shall compass the city, all ye 
men of war, and go round about the city once. Thus shalt thou do six 
days. And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trumpets of 
rams' horns : and the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times, 
and the priests shall blow with the trumpets. And it shall come to pass, 
that when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, and when ye 
hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great 
shout ; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and the people shall 
ascend up every man straight before him. 

And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said unto them, 
Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trum- 
pets of rams' horns before the ark of the Lord. And he said unto the 
people. Pass on, and compass the city, and let him that is armed pass on 
before the ark of the Lord. 

And it came to pass, when Joshua had spoken unto the people, that the 
seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams' horns passed on before 
the Lord, and blew with the trumpets : and the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord followed them. 

And the armed men went before the priests that blew with the trum- 
pets, and the rereward came after the ark, the priests going on, and 
blowing with the trumpets. And Joshua had commanded the people, 
saying. Ye shall not shout, nor make any noise with your voice, neither 
shall any word proceed out of your mouth, imtil the day I bid you shout ; 
then shall ye shout. So the ark of the Lord compassed the city, going 
about it once : and they came into the camp, and lodged in the camp. 

And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the 
ark of the Lord. And seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams' 
horns before the ark of the Lord went on continually, and blew with 
the trumpets : and the armed men went before them ; but the rereward 
came after the ark of the Lord, the priests going on, and blowing with 
the trumpets. And the second day they compassed the city once, and 
returned into the camp : so they did six days. And it came to pass on 
the seventh day, that they rose early, about the dawning of the day, and 
compassed the city after the same manner seven times: only on that 
day they compassed the city seven times. And it came to pass at the 
seventh time, when the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said 
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unto the people, Shout ; for the Lord hath given you the city. And 
the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are therein, to the 
Lord : only Bahab the harlot shall live, she and all that are with her 
in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent. And ye, 
in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye make your- 
selves accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp 
of Israel a curse, and trouble it But all the silver, and gold, and 
vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated unto the Lord: they shall 
come into the treasury of the Lord. So the people shouted when the 
priests blew with the trumpets : and it came to pass, when the people 
heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great 
shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the 
city, every man straight before him, and they took the city. And they 
utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young 
and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword. But 
Joshua had said unto the two men that had spied out the country, Gro 
mto the harlot's house, and bring out thence the woman, and all that 
she hath, as ye sware unto her. And the young men that were spies 
went in, and brought out Eahab, and her father, and her mother, and 
her brethren, and all that she had ; and they brought out all her kin- 
dred, and left them without the camp of Israel And they burnt the 
city with fire, and all that was therein : only the silver, and the gold, 
and the vessels of brass and of iron, they put into the treasury of the 
house of the Lord. And Joshua saved Bahab the harlot alive, and her 
father's household, and.all that she had ; and she dwelleth in Israel even 
unto this day ; because she hid the messengers, which Joshua seift to 
spy out Jericho. 

And Joshua adjured them at that time, saying. Cursed be the man 
before the Lord, that riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho: he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in his firstborn, and in his youngest son 
shall he set up the gates of it. So the Lord was with Joshua ; and his 
fame was noised throughout all the country. 
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BUT the children of Israel committed a trespass in the accursed thing : 
for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of 
the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing : and the anger of the 
Lord was kindled against the children of Israel. And Joshua sent men 
from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth-aven, on the east side of Beth-el, 
and spake unto them, saying, Go up and view the country. And the 
men went up and viewed AL And they returned to Joshua, and said 
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anto bim, Let not all the people go up ; but let about two or three thou- 
sand men go up and smite Ai ; and make not all the people to labour 
thither ; for they are but few. So there went up thither of the people 
about three thousand men : and they fled before the men of Ai. And 
the men of Ai smote of them about thirty and six men : for they chased 
them from before the gate even unto Shebarim, and smote them in the 
going down : wherefore the hearts of the people melted and became as 
water. 

And Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth upon his face before 
the ark of the Lord until the eventide, he and the elders of Israel, and 
put dust upon their heads. And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord God, where- 
fore hast thou at all brought this people over Jordan, to deliver us into 
the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? would to God we had been 
content, and dwelt on the other side Jordan ! O Lord, what shall I say, 
when Israel tumeth their backs before their enemies ! For the Canaan- 
ites and all the inhabitants of the land shall hear of it, and shall environ 
us roimd, and cut off our name from the earth : and what wilt thou do 
onto thy great name? 

And the Lord said unto Joshua, Get thee up ; wherefore liest thou 
thus upon thy face ? Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed 
my covenant which I commanded them : for they have even taken of the 
accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have 
put it even among their own stuff. Therefore the children of Israel 
could not stand before their enemies, but turned their backs before their 
enemies, because they were accursed : neither will I be with you any 
more, except ye destroy the accursed from among you. Up, sanctify 
the people, and say. Sanctify yourselves against to morrow : for thus 
saith the Lord Grod of Israel, There is an accursed thing in the midst of 
thee, O Israel : thou canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye take 
away the accursed thing from among you. In the morning therefore ye 
shall be brought according to your tribes : and it shall be, that the tribe 
which the Lord taketh shall come according to the families thereof ; and 
the family which the Lord shall take shall come by households ; and the 
household which the Lord shall take shall come man by man. And it 
shall be, that he that is taken with the accursed thing shall be burnt 
with fire, he and all that he hath: because he hath transgressed the 
covenant of the Lord, and because he hath wrought folly in Israel 

So Joshua rose up early in the morning, and brought Israel by their 
tribes ; and the tribe of Judah was taken : and he brought the family of 
Judah; and he took the family of the Zarhites: and he brought the 
family of the Zarhites man by man; and Zabdi was taken: and he 
brought his household man by man ; and Achan, the son of Carmi, the 
son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. And 
Joshua said unto Achan, My son, give, I pray thee, glory to the Lord 
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God of Israel, and make confession unto him ; and tell me now what 
thou hast done ; hide it not from me. And Achan answered Joshua, and 
said, Indeed I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and thus and 
thus have I done : when I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish 
garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a. wedge of gold of fifty 
shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them ; and, behold, they 
are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it. 

So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran imto the tent ; and, behold, 
it was hid in his tent, and the silver imder it. And they took them out 
of the midst of the tent, and brought them unto Joshua, and unto all 
the children of Israel, and laid them out before the Lord. And Joshua, 
and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver 
and the garment, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters, 
and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all that he 
had : and they brought them imto the valley of Achor. And Joshua 
said. Why hast thou troubled us ? the Lord shall trouble thee this day. 
And all Israel stoned him with stones, and burned them with fire, after 
they had stoned them with stones. And they raised over him a great 
heap of stones unto this day. So the Lord turned from the fierceness 
of his anger. Wherefore the name of that place was called, The valley 
of Achor, unto this day. 

And the Lord said unto Joshua, Fear not, neither be thou dismayed : 
take all the people of war with thee, and arise, go up to Ai : see, I have 
given into thy hand the king of Ai, and his people, and his city, and his 
land : and thou shalt do to Ai and her king as thou didst unto Jericho 
and her king : only the spoil thereof, and the cattle thereof, shall ye take 
for a prey unto yourselves : lay thee an ambush for the city behind it. 

So Jo^ua arose, and all the people of war, to go up against Ai : and 
Joshua chose out thirty thousand mighty men of valour, and sent them 
away by night. And he commanded them, saying, Behold, ye shall lie 
in wait against the city, even behind the city : go not very far from the 
city, but be ye all ready : and I, and all the people that are with me, 
will approach unto the city : and it shall come to pass, when they come 
out against us, as at the first, that we will flee before them, (for they will 
come out after us) till we have drawn them from the city ; for they will 
say. They flee before us, as at the first : therefore we will flee before 
them. Then ye shall rise up from the ambush, and seize upon the city: 
for the Lord your God will deliver it into your hand. And it shall be, 
when ye have taken the city, that ye shall set the city on fire : according 
to the commandment of the Lord shall ye do. See, I have commanded 
you. 

Joshua therefore sent them forth : and they went to lie in ambush, 
and abode between Beth-el and Ai, on the west side of Ai : but Joshua 
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lodged that night among the people. And Joshua rose u]) early in the 
morning, and numbered the people, and went up, he and the elders of 
Israel, before the people to Ai And all the people, even the people of 
war that were with him, went up, and drew nigh, and came before the 
city, and pitched on the north side of Ai: now there was a valley 
between them and Ai And he took about five thousand men, and set 
them to lie in ambush between Beth-el and Ai, on the west side of the 
city. And when they had set the people, even all the host that was on 
the north of the city, and their lier» in wait on the west of the city, 
Joshua went that night into the midst of the valley. 

And it came to pass, when the king of Ai saw it, that they hasted and 
rose up early, and the men of the city went out against Israel to battle, 
he and all his people, at a time appointed, before the plain; but he wist 
not that there were liers in ambush against him behind the city. And 
Joshua and all Israel made as if they were beaten before them, and fled 
by the way of the wilderness. And all the people that were in Ai were 
called together to pursue after them : and they pursued after Joshua, 
and were drawn away from the city. And there was not a man left in 
Ai or Beth-el, that went not out after Israel : and they left the city open, 
and pursued after IsraeL And the Lord said unto Joshua, Stretch out 
the spear that is in thy hand toward Ai ; f or I will give it into thine 
hand. And Joshua stretched out the spear that he had in his hand 
toward the city. And the ambush arose quickly out of their place, and 
they ran as soon as he had stretched out his hand : and they entered into 
the city, and took it, and hasted and set the city on fire. And when the 
men of Ai looked behind them, they saw, and, behold, the smoke of the 
city ascended up to heaven, and they had no power to flee this way or 
that way : and the people that fled to the wilderness turned back upon 
the pursuers. And when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had 
taken the city, and that the smoke of the city ascended, then they turned 
again, and slew the men of Ai. And the other issued out of the city 
against them ; so they were in the midst of Israel, some on this side, and 
some on that side : and they smote them, so that they let none of them 
remain or escape. And the king of Ai they took alive, and brought 
him to Joshua. And it came to pass, when Israel had made an end of 
slaying all the inhabitants of Ai in the field, in the wilderness wherein 
they chased them, and when they were all fallen on thb edge of the 
sword, untn they were consumed, that all the Israelites returned unto 
Ai, and smote it with the edge of the sword. And so it was, that all 
that fell that day, both of men and women, were twelve thousand, evou 
all the men of Ai. For Joshua drew not his hand back, wherewith ho 
stretched out the spear, until he had utterly destroyed all the inhabitants 
of Ai. Only the cattle and the spoil of that city Israel took for a prey 
unto themselves, according unto the word of the Lord which he com- 
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manded Jonhua. And Joshua burnt Ai, and made it an heap for ever, 
even a desolation unto this day. And the king of Ai he hanged on a 
tree until eventide: and as soon as the sun was down, Joshua com- 
manded that they should take his carcase down from the tree, and cast 
it at the entering of the gate of the city, and raise thereon a great heap 
of stones, that remaineth unto this day. 

Then Joshua built an altar unto the Lord Qod of Israel in mount 
Ebal, as Moses the servant of the Lord commanded the children of 
Israel, as it is written in the book of the law of Moses, an altar of whole 
stones, over which no man hath lift up any iron: and they oflfered 
thereon burnt offerings unto the Lord, and sacrificed peace offerings. 

And he wrote there upon the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he 
wrote in the presence of the children of Israel. And all Israel, and their 
elders, and officers, and their judges, stood on this side the ark and on that 
side before the priests the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord, as well the stranger as he that was bom among them ; half of 
them over against mount Gerizim, and half of them over against mount 
Ebal ; as Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded before, that 
they should bless the people of Israel. And afterward he read all the 
words of the law, the blessings and cursings, according to all that is 
written in the book of the law. There was not a word of all that Moses 
commanded, which Joshua read not before all the congregation of Israel, 
with the women, and the little ones, and the strangers that were con- 
versant among them. 
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OW Joshua was old and stricken in years ; and the Lord said unto 
him, Thou art old and stricken in years, and there remaineth yet 

very much land to be possessed 

Then the children of Judah came unto Josnua in Gilgal : and Caleb 
the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite said unto him. Thou knowest the 
thing that the Lord said unto Moses the man of God concerning me 
and thee in Kadesh-bamea. Forty years old was I when Moses the 
servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh-bamea to espy out the land ; 
and I brought him word again as it was in mine heart Nevertheless 
my brethren that went up with me made the heart of the people melt : 
but I wholly followed the Lord my God. And Moses sware on that 
day, saying, Surely the land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be 
thine inheritance, and thy children's for ever, because thou hast wholly 
followed the Lord my God. And now, behold, the Lord hath kept me 
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aliye, as he said, these forty and five years, eyen since the Lord spake 
this word nnto Moses, while the children of Israel wandered in the wil- 
derness : and now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old. As 
yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me : as 
my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go 
out and to come in. Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof the 
Lord spake in that day : for thou heardest in that day how the Anakims 
were there, and that the cities were great and fenced : if so be the Lord 
will be with me, then I shall be able to drive them out, as the Lord said. 
And Joshua blessed him, and gave unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh 
Hebron for an inheritance. Hebron therefore became the inheritance 
of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite unto this day, because that 
he wholly followed the Lord God of Israel. And the name of Hebron 
before was Kirjath-arba ; which Arba was a great man among the 
Anakims. And the land had rest from war. 

And Caleb drove thence the three sons of Anak, Sheshai, and Ahiman, 
and Tahnai, the children of Anak. And he went up thence to the 
inhabitants of Debir: and the name of Debir before was Kirjath- 
sepher. 

And Caleb said. He that smiteth Kirjath-sepher, and taketh it, to 
him will I give Achsah my daughter to wife. And Othniel the son of 
Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it: and he gave him Achsah his 
daughter to wife. And it came to pass, as she came imto him, that she 
moved him to ask of her father a field : and she Lighted ofi^ her ass ; and 
Caleb said unto her, What wouldest thou ? Who answered, Give me a 
blessing ; for thou hast given me a south land ; give me also springs of 
water. And he gave her the upper springs, and the nether springs. 
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AND it came to pass a long time after that the Lord had given rest 
unto Israel from all their enemies round about, that Joshua waxed 
old and stricken in age. And Joshua called for all Israel, and for their 
elders, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers, 
and said unto them, I am old and stricken in age : and ye have seen all 
that the Lord your God hath done unto all these nations because of 
you ; for the Lord your God is he that hath fought for you. Behold, I 
have divided unto you by lot these nations that remain, to be an inheri- 
tance for your tribes, from Jordan, with all the nations that I have cut 
ofl', even unto the great sea westward. And the Lord your God, he shall 
expel -them from before you, and drive them from out of your sight; 
f^id ye shall possess ^Jieir land, as the Lord your Go4 hftth pyomiseci 
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unto you. Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do all that ia 
written in the book of the law of Moses, that ye turn not aside therefrom 
to the right hand or to the left ; that ye oome not among these nations, 
these that remain among you; neither make mention of the name of 
their gods, nor cause to swear by them, neither serve them, nor bow 
yourselves tmto them : but cleave unto the Lord your God, as ye have 
done tmto this day. For the Lord hath driven out from before you 
great nations and strong: but as for you, no man hath been able to 
stand before you imto this day. One man of you shall chase a thousand : 
for the Lord your God, he it is that fightetii for you, as he hath pro- 
mised you. Take good heed therefore imto yourselves, that ye love the 
Lord your God. Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave unto the 
remnant of these nations, even these that remain among you, and shall 
make marriages with them, and go in unto them, and they to you: 
know for a certainty that the Lord your God will no more drive out 
any of these nations from before you ; but they shall be snares and traps 
unto you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye 
perish from off this good land which the Lord your God hath given you. 
And, behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth : and ye know 
in all your hearts and in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of 
all the good things which the Lord your Qod spake concerning you ; all 
are come to pass imto you, and not one thing hath failed thereof. There- 
fore it shall come to pass, that as all good things are come upon you, 
which the Lord your God promised you ; so shall the Lord bring upon 
you all evil things, imtil he have destroyed you from off this good land 
which the Lord your Grod hath given you. When ye have transgressed 
the covenant of the Lord your God, which he commanded you, and have 
gone and served other gods, and bowed yourselves to them ; then shall 
the anger of the Lord be kindled against you, and ye shall perish quickly 
from off the good land which he hath given imto you. 

And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called 
for the elders of Israel, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for 
their officers ; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua 
said,. . . . . .Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in 

truth : and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other 
side of the flood, and in Egypt ; and serve ye the Lord. And if it seem 
evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve; 
whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side 
of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell : but 
as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. And the people 
answered and said, Grod forbid that we should forsake the Lord, to 
serve other gods; therefore will we also serve the Lord; for he is 
our God, 
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And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve the Lord : for he 
is an holy God ; he is a jealous €rod ; he will not forgive your transgres- 
sions nor your sins. If ye forsake the Lord, and serve strange gods, 
then he will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, after that he hath 
done you good. 

And the people said unto Joshua, Nay ; but we will serve the Lord. 

And Joshua said unto the people. Ye are witnesses against yourselves 
that ye have chosen you the Lord, to serve him. And they said, We 
are witnesses. Now therefore put away, said he, the strange gods whicli 
are among you, and incline your heart unto the Lord God of Israel. 
And the people said unto Joshua, The Lord our Qod will we serve, and 
his voice will we obey. So Joshua made a covenant with the people 
that day, and set them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem. 

And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God, and 
took a great stone, and set it up there under an oak, that was by the 
sanctuary of the Lord. And' Joshua said imto all the people. Behold, 
this stone sh%ll be a witness imto us ; for it hath heard all the words of 
the Lord which he spake unto us : it shall be therefore a witness imto 
you, lest ye deny your God. So Joshua let the people depart, every man 
imto his inheritance. 

And it came to pass after these things, that Joshua the son of Nun, 
the servant of the Lord, died, being an hundred and ten years old. And 
they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnath-serah, which 
is in mount Ephraim, on the north side of the hill of Gaash. And Israel 
served the Lord aU the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders 
that overlived Joshua, and which had known all the works of the Lord, 
that he had done for Israel. 

And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up out 
of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob 
bought of the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for an hundred 
pieces of silver : and it became the inheritance of the children of Joseph. 
And Eleazar the son of Aaron died ; and they buried him in a hill that 
pertained to Phinehas his son, which was given him in mount Ephraim. 
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AND the people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the 
days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great 

works of the Lord, that he did for Israel And also all that generation 

vere gathered unto their fathers; and there arose another generation 
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after them, which knew not the Lord, nor yet the works which he had 
done for Israel. 

And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
served Baalim : and they forsook the Lord God of their fathers, which 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods, of the 
gods of the people that were round about them, and bowed themselves 
unto them, and provoked the Lord to anger. And they forsook the Lord, 
and served Baal and Ashtaroth. 

And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel, and he delivered 
them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold them 
into the hands of their enemies roimd about, so that they could not 
any longer stand before their enemies. Whithersoever they went out, 
the hand of the Lord was against them for evil, as the Lord had 
said, and as the Lord had sworn imto them : and they were greatly 
distressed. 

Nevertheless the Lord raised up judges, which delivered them out 
of the hand of those that spoiled them. And yet they would not 
hearken imto their judges, but they went after other gods, and bowed 
themselves tmto them : they turned quickly out of the way which their 
fathers walked in, obejdng the commandments of the Lord ; but they 
did not so. And when the Lord raised them up judges, then the Lord 
was with the judge, and delivered them out of the hand of their ene- 
mies aU the dsLjB of the judge : for it repented the Lord because of their 
groanings by reason of them that oppressed them and vexed them. And 
it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they returned, and cor- 
rupted themselves more than their fathers, in following other gods to 
serve them, and to bow down imto them ; they ceased not from their 
own doings, nor from their stubborn way 

And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord : and 
the Lord strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, because 
they had done evil in the sight of the Lord. And he gathered unto 
him the children of Ammon and Amalek, and went and smote Israel, 
and possessed the city of palm trees. So the children of Israel served 
Eglon the king of Moab eighteen years. But when the children of Israel 
cried imto the Lord, the Lord raised them up a deliverer, Ehud the son 
of G^ra, a Benjamite, a man lefthanded : and by him the children of 
Israel sent a present unto Eglon the king of Moab. But Ehud made 
him a dagger which had two edges, of a cubit length ; and he did gird 
it under his raiment upon his right thigh. And he brought the present 
unto Eglon king of Moab : and Eglon was a very fat man. And when 
he had made an end to offer the present, he sent away the people that 
bare the present. But he himself turned again from the quarries that 
were by Gilgal, and said, I have a secret errand unto thee, O king : who 
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said. Keep silence. And all that stood by him went out from him. And 
Ehud came imto him ; and he was sitting in a summer parlour, which 
he had for liimself alone. And Ehud said, I have a message from Grod 
unto thee. And he arose out of his seat. And Ehud put forth his left 
hand, and took the dagger from his right thigh, and thrust it into his 
belly : and the haft also went in after the blade ; and the fat closed upon 
the blade, so that he could not draw the dagger out of his belly. Then 
Ehud went forth through the porch, and shut the doors of the parlour 
upon him, and locked them. When he was gone out, his servants came ; 
and when they saw that, behold, the doors of the parlour were locked, 
they said. Surely he covereth his feet in his summer chamber. And 
they tarried till they were ashamed : and, behold, he opened not the 
doors of the parlour ; therefore they took a key, and opened them : and, 
behold, their lord was fallen down dead on the earth. And Ehud escaped 
while they tarried, and passed beyond the quai-ries, and escaped unto 
Seirath. 

And it came to pass, when he was come, that he blew a trumpet in 
the mountain of Ephraim, and the children of Israel went down with 
him from the mount, and he before them. And he said unto them. 
Follow after me : for the Lord hath delivered your enemies the Moabites 
nto your hand. And they went down after him, and took the fords of 
Jordan toward Moab, and suffered not a man to pass over. And they 
slew of Moab at that time about ten thousand men, all lusty, and all men 
of valour ; and there escaped not a man. So Moab was subdued that 
day under the hand of Israel. And the land had rest fourscore years. 

And after him was Shamgar the son of Anath, which slew of the 
Philistines six hundred men with an ox goad : and he also delivered 
Israel. 

And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord, 
when Ehud was dead. And the Lord sold them into the hand of Jabin 
king of Canaan, that reigned in Hazor ; the captain of whose host was 
Sisera, which dwelt in Harosheth of the Gtentiles. And the children of 
Israel cried unto the Lord : for he had nine hundred chariots of iron ; 
and twenty years he mightily oppressed the children of Israel. 

And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged Israel 

at that time. And she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah between 

Ramah and Beth-el in mount Ephraim : and the children of Israel came 

up to her for judgment. And she sent and called Barak the son of 

Abinoam out of Kedesh-naphtali, and said unto him. Hath not the 

Lord Grod of Israel commanded, sajdng. Go and draw toward mount 

Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali 

and of the children of Zebulun ? And I will draw unto thee to the river 

Kishon, Sisera, the captain of Jabin's army, with his chariots and his 
(270 9 
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multitade ; and I will deliver him into thine hand. And Barak said 
onto her, If thou wilt go with me, then I will go ; but if thou wilt not 
go with me, then I will not go. And she said, I will surely go with 
thee : notwithstanding the journey that thou takest shall not be for thine 
honour ; for the Lord shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. And 
Deborah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh. 

And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh ; and he went up 
with ten thousand men at his feet : and Deborah went up with him. 
Now Heber the Kenite, which was of the children of Hobab the father 
in law of Moses, had severed himself from the Kenites, and pitched his 
tent imto the plain of Zaanaim, which is by Kedesh. And they shewed 
Sisera that Barak the son of Abinoam was gone up to mount Tabor. 
And Sisera gathered together all his chariots, even nine hundred chariots 
of iron, and all the people that were with him, from Harosheth of the 
Gentiles unto the river of Kishon. And Deborah said imto Barak, Up ; 
for this is the day in which the Lord hath delivered Sisera into thine 
hand : is not the Lord gone out before thee ? So Barak went down 
from mount Tabor, and ten thousand men after him. And the Lord 
discomfited Sisera, and all his chariots, and aU his host, with the edge 
of the sword before Barak ; so that Sisera lighted down off his chariot, 
and fled away on his feet. But Barak pursued after the chariots, and 
after the host, unto Harosheth of the Gentiles : and all the host of Sisera 
fell upon the edge of the sword ; and there was not" a man left How- 
beit Sisera fled away on his feet to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber 
the Kenite : for there was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and 
the house of Heber the Kenite. 

And Jael. went out to meet Sisera, and said imto him. Turn in my lord, 
turn in to me ; fear not. And when he had turned in unto her into the 
tent, she covered him with a mantle. And he said imto her, Give me, I 
pray thee, a little water to drink ; for I am thirsty. And she opened a 
bottle of milk, and gave him drink, and covered him. Again he said 
unto her, Stand in the door of the tent, and it shall be, when any man 
doth come and inquire of thee, and say, Is there any man here ? that thou 
shalt say, Na Then Jael Heber's wife took a naU of the tent, and took 
an hammer in her hand, and went softly imto him, and smote the nail 
into his temples, and fastened it into the ground : for he was fast asleep 
and weary. So he died. And, behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael 
came out to meet him, and said imto him, Come, and I will shew thee 
the man whom thou seekest. And when he came into her tent, behold, 
Sisera lay dead, and the nail was in his temples. So Grod subdued on 
that day Jabin the king of Canaan before the children of IsraeL And 
the hand of the children of Israel prospered, and prevailed against Jabin 
the king of Canaan, imtil they had destroyed Jabin king of CanaaiL 
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AND the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord : and the 
Lord delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years. And 
the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel : and because of the Midian- 
ites the children of Israel made them the dens which are in the moun- 
tains, and caves, and strong holds. And so it was, when Israel had 
sown, that the Midianites came up, and the Amalekites, and the chil- 
dren of the east, even they came up against them ; and they encamped 
against them, and destroyed the increase of the earth, till thou come unto 
Graza, and left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor asB. 
For they came up with their cattle and their tents, and they came as 
grasshoppers for multitude ; for both they and their camels were with- 
out number : and they entered into the land to destroy it. And Israel 
was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites ; and the children 
of Israel cried unto the Lord. 

And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried tmto the Lord 
because of the Midianites, that the Lord sent a prophet unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, which said imto them, Thus saith the Lord Grod of Israel, 
I brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house 
of bondage ; and I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and 
out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and drave them out from 
before you, and gave you their land ; and I said unto you, I am the Lord 
your God ; fear not the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell : 
but ye have not obeyed my voice. 

And there came an angel of the Lord, and sat under an oak which 
was in Ophrah, that pertained imto Joash the Abi-ezrite : and his son 
Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it from the Midianites. 
And the angel of the Lord appeared imto him, and said unto him, The 
Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. And Gideon said imto 
him. Oh my Lord, if the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen 
us ? and where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, saying. 
Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt ? but now the Lord hath for- 
Kkken us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites. And the 
Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt 
save Israel from the hand of the Midianites : have not I sent thee ? And 
he said imto him. Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel ? behold, 
my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house. 
And the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt 
smite the Midianites as one man. And he said unto him, If now I have 
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found grace in thy sight, then shew me a sign that thou talkest with me. 
Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth 
my present, and set it before thee. And he said, I will tarry imtil thou 
come again. 

And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and unleavened cakes of 
an ephah of flour : the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in 
a pot, and brought it out unto him under the oak, and presented it. And 
the angel of God said unto him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, 
and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so. 
Then the angel of the Lord put forth the end of the staflf that was in 
his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes ; and there 
rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened 
cakes. Then the angel of the Lord departed out of his sight. And 
when Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the Lord, Gideon said, 
Alas, O Lord God ! for because I have seen an angel of the Lord face 
to face. And the Lord said imto him. Peace be unto thee ; fear not : 
thou shalt not die. 

Then Gideon built an altar there unto the Lord, and called'it Jehovah- 
shalom ; unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites. 

And it came to pass the same night, that the Lord said unto him^ 
Take thy father's young bullock, even the second bullock of seven years 
old, and throw down the altar of Baal^ that thy father hath, and cut 
down the grove that is by it : and build an altar imto the Lord thy 
God upon the top of this rock, in the ordered place, and take the second 
bullock, and oflfer a burnt sacrifice with the wood of the grove which 
thou shalt cut down. Then Gideon took ten men of his servants, and 
did as the Lord had said unto him : and so it was, because he feared 
his father's household, and the men of the city, that hfe could not^do it 
by day, that he did it by night. 

And when the men of the city arose early in the morning, behold, the 
altar of Baal was cast down, and the grove was cut down that was by 
it, and the second bullock was offered upon the altar that was built. 
And they said one to another, Who hath done this thing? And when 
they inquired and asked, they said, Gideon the son of Joash hath done 
this thing. Then the men of the city said unto Joash, Bring out thy 
son, that he may die : because he hath cast down the altar of Baal, and 
because he hath cut down the grove that was by it. And Joash said 
unto all that stood against him. Will ye plead for Baal ? will ye save 
him ? he that will plead for him, let him be put to death whilst it is yet 
morning : if he be a god, let him plead for himself, because one hath cast 
down his altar. Therefore on that day he called him Jerubbaal, saying. 
Let Baal plead against him, because he hath thrown down his altar. 

Thei^ aU the Midianit^ and th^ Amalekit^ and the childr^ of tl)e 
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east were gathered together, and went over, and pitched in the valley of 
JezreeL But the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, and he blew a 
trumpet ; and Abi-ezer was gathered after him. And he sent messengers 
throughout all Manasseh ; who also was gathered after him : and he sent 
messengers imto Asher, and imto Zebulun, and unto Naphtali ; and they 
came up to meet them. 

And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, 
as thou hast said, behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor ; and if 
the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth beside, 
then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast 
said. And it was so : for he rose up early on the morrow, and thrust 
the fleece together, and wringed the dew out of the fleece, a bowl full 
of water. 

And Gideon said imto God, Let not thine anger be hot against me, 
and I will speak but this once : let me prove, I pray thee, but this once 
with the fleece : let it now be dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the 
groimd let there be dew. And God did so that night : for it was dry 
upon the fleece only, and there was dew on all the ground. 

Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people that were with 
him, rose up early, and pitched beside the well of Harod : so that the 
host of the Midianites were on the north side of them, by the hill of 
Moreh, in the valley. And the Lord said imto Gideon, The people that 
are with thee are too many for me to give the Midianites into their 
hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying. Mine own hand 
hath saved me. Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the people, 
saying. Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him return and depart early 
from mount Gilead. And there returned of the people twenty and two 
thousand ; and .there remained ten thousand. And the Lord said unto 
Gideon, The people are yet too many ; bring them down unto the water, 
and I will try them for thee there : and it shall be, that of whom I say 
unto thee. This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee ; and of 
whomsoever I say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall 
not go. So he brought down the people imto the water : and the Lord 
said imto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, 
as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself ; likewise every one that 
boweth down upon his knees to drink. And the number of them that 
lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, were three hundred men : 
but all the rest of the people bowed down upon their knees to drink 
water. And the Lord said imto Gideon, By the three hundred men 
that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into thine hand : 
and let all the other people go every man imto his place. So the people 
took victuals in their hand, and their trumpets : and he sent all the rest 
of Israel every man unto his tent, and retained those three hundred men: 
and the host of Midian was beneath him in the valley. 
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And it came to pass the same night, that the Lord said unto him. 
Arise, get thee down unto the host ; for I have delivered it into thine 
hand. But if thou fear to go down, go thou with Phurah thy servant 
down to the host : and thou shalt hear what they say ; and afterward 
shall thine hands be strengthened to go down unto the host. Then went 
he down with Phurah his servant unto the outside of the armed men 
that were in the host. And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all 
the children of the east lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for 
multitude ; and their camels were without number, as the sand by the 
sea side for multitude. And when Gideon was come, behold, there was 
a man that told a dream unto his fellow, and said. Behold, I dreamed a 
dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the host of Midian, 
and came unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, and overturned it, that 
the tent lay along. And his fellow answered and said, This is nothing 
else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel : for into 
his hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the host. 

And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and the 
interpretation thereof, that he worshipped, and returned into the host 
of Israel, and said. Arise ; for the Lord hath delivered into your hand 
the host of Midian. And he divided the three hundred men into three 
companies, and he put a trumpet in every man's hand, with empty 
pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers. And he said unto them. Look 
on me, and do likewise : and, behold, when I come to the outside of the 
camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. When I blow with a 
trumpet, I and aU that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on 
every side of aU the camp, and say, The sword of the Lord, and of 
Gideon. 

So Gideon, and the himdred men that were with him, came unto the 
outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle watch ; and they 
had but newly set the watch ; and they blew the trumpets, and brake 
the pitchers that were in their hands. And the three companies blew 
the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their left 
hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow withal : and they 
cried. The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon. And they stood every 
man in his place round about the camp : and all the host ran, and cried, 
and fled. And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and the Lord set 
every man's sword against his fellow, even throughout all the host : and 
the host fled to Beth-shittah in Zererath, and to the border of Abel- 
meholah, unto Tabbath. And the men of Israel gathered themselves 
together out of Naphtali, and out of Asher, and out of aU Manasseh, 
and pursued after the Midianites. 

And Gideon sent messengers throughout all mount Ephraim, saying, 
Come down against the Midianites, and take before them the waters 
unto Beth-barah and Jordan. Then all the men of Ephraim gathered 
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themselves together, and took the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. 
And they took two princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb ; and they 
slew Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the winepress of 
Zeeb, and pursued Midian, and brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to 
Gideon on the other side Jordan. 

And the men of Ephraim said imto him, Why hast thou served us 
thus, that thou calledst us not, when thou wentest to fight with the 
Midianites? And they did chide with him sharply. And he said imto 
them, What have I done now in comparison of you ? Is not the gleaning 
of the grapes of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abi-ezer? Ood 
hath delivered into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb : 
and what was I able to do in comparison of you ? Then their anger 
was abated toward him, when he had said that. 

And Gideon came to Jordan, and passed over, he, and the three 
hundred men that were with him, faint, yet pursuing them. And he 
said imto the men of Succoth, Give, I pray you, loaves of bread unto 
the people that follow me ; for they be faint, and I am pursuing after 
Zebah and Zalmunna, kings of Midian. 

And the princes of Succoth said. Are the hands of Zebah and Zal- 
munna now in thine hand, that we should give bread unto thine army ? 
And Gideon said. Therefore when the Lord hath delivered Zebah and 
Zalmunna into mine hand, then I will tear your flesh with the thorns 
of the wHdemess and with briers. 

And he went up thence to Penuel, and spake imto them likewise: 
and the men of Penuel answered him as the men of Succoth had an- 
swered hiuL And he spake also unto the men of Penuel, saying. When 
I come again in peace, I will break down this tower. 

Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor, and their hosts with them, 
about fifteen thousand men, all that were left of all the hosts of the chil- 
dren of the east : for there fell an hundred and twenty thousand men 
that drew sword. 

And Gideon went up by the way of them that dwelt in tents on the 
east of Nobah and Jogbehah, and smote the host: for the host was 
secure. And when Zebah and Zalmunna fled, he pursued after them, 
and took the two kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and discomfited 
all the host 

And Gideon the son of Joash returned from battle before the sun was 
up, and caught a young man of the men of Succoth, and inquired of him: 
and he described imto him the princes of Succoth, and the elders thereof, 
even threescore and seventeen men. And he came unto the men of 
Succoth, and said. Behold Zebah and Zalmunna, with whom ye did up- 
braid me, saying. Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine 
hand, that we should give bread unto thy men that are weary ? And 
he took the elders of the city, and thorns of the wilderness and briera, 
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and with them he taught the men of Succoth. And he beat down the 
tower of Penuel, and slew the men of the city. 

Then said he unto Zebah and Zahuunna, What manner of men were 
they whom ye slew at Tabor ? And they answered, As thou art, so 
were they ; each one resembled the children of a king. And he said, 
They were my brethren, even the sons of my mother: as the Lord 
liveth, if ye had saved them alive, I would not slay you. And he said 
unto Jether his firstborn. Up, and slay theuL But the youth drew not 
his sword : for he feared, because he was yet a youth. ' Then Zebah and 
Zalmunna said, Kise thou, and fall Upon us : for as the man is, so is his 
strength. And Gideon atose, and slew Zebah and Zalmimna, and took 
away the ornaments that were on their camels' necks. 

Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, Bule thou over us, both 
thou, and thy son, and thy son's son also : for thou hast delivered us 
from the hand of Midian. And Gideon said unto them, I will not rule 
over you, neither shall my son rule over you : the Lord shall rule over you. 

And Gideon said tmto them, I would desire a request of you, that ye 
would give me every man the earrings of his prey. For they had golden 
earrings, because they were Ishmaelites. And they answered, We will 
willingly give them. And they spread a garment, and did cast therein 
every man the earrings of his prey. And the weight of the golden ear- 
rings that he requested was a thousand and seven hundred shekels of 
gold ; beside ornaments, and collars, and purple raiment that was on the 
kings of Midian, and beside the chains that were about their camels' 
necks. And Gideon made an ephod thereof, and put it in his city, even 
in Ophrah : and all Israel went thither after it : which thing became a 
snare unto Gideon, and to his house. 

Thus was Midian subdued before the children of Israel, so that they 
lifted up their heads no more. And the country was in quietness forty 
years in the days of Gideon. 

And Jerubbaal the son of Joash went and dwelt in his own house. 
And Gideon had tlireescore and ten sons : for he had many wives. 

And Gideon the son of Joash died in a good old age, and was buried 
in the sepulchre of Joash his father, in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites. 
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AND the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord, 
and served Baalim, and Ashtaroth, and the gods of Syria, and the 
gods of Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the gods of the children of 
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Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines, and forsook the Lord, and 
served not him. And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel, and 
he sold them into the hands of the Philistines, and into the hands of the 
children of Ammon. And that year they vexed and oppressed the 
children of Israel: eighteen years, all the children of Israel that were on 
the other side Jordan in the land of the Ajuorites, which is in Gilead. 
Moreover, the children of Ajnmon passed over Jordan to fight also 
against Judah, and against Benjamin, and against the house of Ephraim; 
so that Israel was sore distressed. 

And the children of Israel said iinto the Lord, We have sinned : do 
thou unto us whatsoever seemeth good unto thee; deliver us only, we 
pray thee, this day. And they pift away the strange gods from among 
them, and served the Lord: and his soul was grieved for the misery of 
IsraeL Then the children of Ammon were gathered together, and 
encamped in Gilead. And the children of Israel assembled themselves 
together, and encamped in Mizpeh. And the people and princes of 
Gilead said one to another. What man is he that will begin to fight 
against the children of Ammon ? he shall be head over all the inhabit- 
ants of Gilead. 

Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valour, and he was 
the son of an harlot : and Gilead begat Jephthah. And Gilead's wife 
bare him sons; and his wife's sons grew up, and they thrust out Jeph- 
thah, and said unto him, Thou shalt not inherit in our father's house; 
for thou art the son of a strange woman. Then Jephthah fled from his 
brethren, and dwelt in the land of Tob: and there were gathered vain 
men to Jephthah, and went out with him. 

And it came to pass in process of time, that the children of Ammon 
made war against Israel. And it was so, that when the children of 
Ammon made war against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to fetch 
Jephthah out of the land of Tob: and they said unto Jephthah, Come, 
and be our captain, that we may fight with the children of Ammon. 
And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, Did not ye hate me, and 
expel me out of my father's house 1 and why are ye come unto me now 
when ye are in distress? And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, 
Therefore we turn again to thee now, that thou mayest go with us, and 
fight against the children of Ammon, and be our head over all the 
iiJiabitants of Gilead. And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, 
If ye bring me home again to fight against the children of Ammon, and 
the Lord deliver them before me, shall I be your head? And the elders 
of Gilead said unto Jephthah, The Lord be witness between us, if we do 
not so according to thy words. Then Jephthah went with the elders of 
Gilead, and the people made him head and captain over them: and 
Jephthah uttered all his words before the Lord in Mizpeh. 
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And Jephthah sent messengers unto the king of the children of Am* 
mon, saying, What hast thou to do with me, that thou art come against 
me to fight in my land?.. . . Howbeit the king of the children of Ammon 
hearkened not unto the words of Jephthah which he sent him. 

Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah, and he passed over 
Gilead, and Manasseh, and passed over Mizpeh of Gilead, and from 
Mizpeh of Gilead he passed over imto the children of Ammon. And 
Jephthah vowed a vow imto the Lord, and said. If thou shalt without 
fail deliver the children of Ammon into mine hands, then it shall be, 
that whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my house to meet me, 
when I return in peace from the children of Ammon, shall surely be the 
Lord's, and I wiU offer it up for a buint offering. 

So Jephthah passed over unto the children of Ammon to fight against 
them; and the Lord delivered them into his hands. And he smote 
them from Aroer, even till thou come to Minnith, even twenty cities, 
and imto the plain of the vineyards, with a very great slaughter. Thus 
the children of Ammon were subdued before the children of Israel 

And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, and, behold, his 
daughter came out to meet him with timbrels and with dances: and she 
was his only child; beside her he had neither son nor daughter. And it 
came to pass, when he saw her, that he rent his clothes, and said, Alas, 
my daughter! thou hast brought me very low, and thou art one of them 
that trouble me : for I have opened my mouth unto the Lord, and I 
cannot go back. And she said imto him, My father, if thou hast opened 
thy mouth unto the Lord, do to me according to that which hath pro- 
ceeded out of thy mouth ; forasmuch as the Lord hath taken vengeance 
for thee of thine enemies, even of the children of Ammon. And she 
said unto her father. Let this thing be done for me: let me alone two 
months, that I may go up and down upon the mountains, and bewail 
my virginity, I and my fellows. And he said. Go. And he sent her 
away for two months: and she went with her companions, and bewailed 
her virginity upon the moimtains. And it came to pass at the end of 
two months, that she returned unto her father, who did with her accord- 
ing to his vow which he had vowed: and she knew no man. And it 
was a custom in Israel, that the daughters of Israel went yearly to 
lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days in a year. 

And the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and went 
northward, and said unto Jephthah, Wherefore passedst thou over to 
fight against the children of Ammon, and didst not call us to go with 
th§e ? we will bum thine house upon thee with fire. And Jephthah 
said unto them, I and my people were at great strife with the children 
of Ammon; and when I called you, ye delivered me not out of their 
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liands. And when I saw that ye delivered me not, I put my life in my 
hands, and passed over against the children of Ammou, and the Lord 
delivered them into my hand: wherefore then are ye come up unto me 
this day, to fight against me? Then Jephthah gathered together all 
the men of Gilead, and fought with Ephndm: and the men of Gilead 
smote Ephraim, because they said, Ye Gileadites are fugitives of 
Ephraim among the Ephraimites, and among the Manassites. And the 
Gileadites took the passages of Jordan before the Ephraimites: and 
it was so, that when those Ephraimites which were escaped said, Let me 
go over; that the men of Gilead said unto him. Art thou an Ephraimite? 
If he said. Nay; then said they unto him, Say now Shibboleth: and he 
said Sibboleth: for he could not frame to pronounce it right. Then 
they took him, and slew him at the passages of Jordan: and there fell at 
that time of the Ephraimites forty and two thousand. And Jephthah 
judged Israel six years. Then died Jephthah the Gileadite, and was 
buried in one of the cities of Gilead. 
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AND the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord; 
and the Lord delivered them into the hand of the Philistines 
forty years. 

And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the Dauites, 
whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren, and bare not. And 
the angel of the Lord appeared unto the woman, and said unto her. 
Behold now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, 
and bear a son. Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine 
nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing: for, lo, thou shalt bear 
a son; and no razor shall come on his head: for the child shall be a 
Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to deliver Israel 
out of the hand of the Philistines. 

Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, A man of God 
came unto me, and his countenance was like the coimtenance of an augel 
of God, very terrible: but I asked him not whence he was, neither told 
he me his name: but he said unto me, Behold, thou shalt bear a son; and 
now drink no wine nor strong drink, neither eat any unclean thing: for 
the child shall be a Nazarite to God from the womb to the day of his 
death. 

Then Manoah intreated the Lord, and said, O my Lord, let the man 
of Gk)d which thou didst send come again unto us, and teach us what we 
shall do unto the child that shall be bom. And God hearkened to the 
voice of Manoah; and the angel of God came again unto the woman as 
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she sat in the field: but Monoah her husband was not with her. And 
the woman made haste, and ran, and shewed her husband, and said unto 
him, Behold, the man hath appeared unto me, that came unto me the 
other day. And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and came to 
the man, and said unto him. Art thou the man that spakest unto the 
woman ? And he said, I am. And Manoah said. Now let thy words 
come to pass. How shall we order the child, and how shall we do unto 
him? And the angel of the Lord said unto Manoah, Of all that I said 
unto the woman let her beware. She may not eat of any thing that 
cometh of the vine, neither let her drink wine or strong drink, nor eat 
any unclean thing: all that I commanded her let her observe. 

And Manoah said unto the angel of the Lord, I pray thee, let us 
detain thee, until we shall have made ready a kid for thee. And the 
angel of the Lord said imto Manoah, Though thou detain me, I will not 
eat of thy bread: and if thou wilt offer a burnt offering, thou must offer 
it unto the Lord. For Manoah knew not that he was an angel of the 
Lord. And Manoah said unto the angel of the Lord, What is thy 
name, that when thy sayings come to pass we may do thee honour ? 
And the angel of the Lord said unto him. Why askest thou thus after 
my name, seeing it is secret? So Manoah took a kid with a meat offer- 
ing, and offered it upon a rock unto the Lord: and the angel did won- 
drously; and Manoah and his wife looked on. For it came to pass, 
when the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel 
of the Lord ascended in the flame of the altar. And Manoah and his 
wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to the groimd. But the angel of 
the Lord did no more appear to Manoah and to his wife. Then Manoah 
knew that he was an angel of the Lord. And Manoah said unto his 
wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen God. But his wife said 
unto him. If the Lord were pleased to kill us, he would not have received 
a burnt offering and a meat offering at our hands, neither would he have 
shewed us all these things, nor would as at this time have told us such 
things as these. 

And the woman bare a son, and called his name Samson: and the 
child grew, and the Lord blessed him. And the Spirit of the Lord began 
to move him at times in the camp of Dan between Zorah and EshtaoL 

And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman in Timnath 
of the daughters of the Philistines. And he came up, and told his father 
and his mother, and said, I have seen a woman in Timnath of the daugh- 
ters of the Philistines : now therefore get her for me to wife. Then his 
father and his mother said unto him. Is there never a woman among the 
daughters of thy brethren, or among all my people, that thou goest to 
take a wife of the uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson said unto 
his father, Gret her for me; for she pleaseth me welL But his father and 



THE STOBY OF SAMSON. 141 

his mother knew not that it was of the Lord, that he sought an occasion 
against the Philistines: for at that time the Philistines had dominion 
over Israel 

Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to Timnath, 
and came to the vineyards of Timnath: and, behold, a young lion roared 
against him. And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and 
he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his 
hand: but he told not his father or his mother what he had done. 
And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she pleased Stamson 
welL 

And after a time he returned to take her, and he turned aside to see 
the carcase of the lion: and, behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey 
in the carcase of the lion. And he took thereof in liis hands, and went 
on eating, and came to his father and mother, and he gave them, and 
they did eati but he told not them that he had taken the honey out of 
the carcase of the lion. 

So his father went down unto the woman: and Samson made there a 
feast; for so used the young men to d^. And it came to pass, when they 
saw him, that they brought thirty companions to be with him. 

And Samson said unto them, I will now put forth a riddle unto you : 
if ye can certainly declare it me within the seven days of the feast, and 
find it out, then I will give you thirty sheets and thirty chauge of gar- 
ments: but if ye cannot declare it me, then shall ye give me thirty sheets 
and thirty change of garments. And they said unto him, Put forth thy 
riddle, that we may hear it And he said unto them. Out of the eater 
came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness. And they 
could not in three days expound the riddle. And it came to pass on the 
seventh day, that they said unto Samson's wife, Entice thy husband, 
that he may declare unto us the riddle, lest we bum thee and thy 
father's house with fire: have ye called us to take that we have ? is it 
not so ? And Samson's wife wept before him, and said. Thou dost but 
hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put forth a riddle unto the chil- 
dren of my people, and hast not told it me. And he said unto her. Be- 
hold, I have not told it my father nor my mother, and shall I tell it thee ? 
And she wept before him the seven days, while their feast lasted: and 
it came to paSs on the seventh day, that he told her, because she lay 
sore upon him: and she told the riddle to the children of her people. 
And the men of the city said unto him on the seventh day before the 
sun went down. What is sweeter than honey ? and what is stronger than 
a lion ? And he said unto them. If ye had not plowed with my heifer, 
ye had not found out my riddle. 

And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he went down to 
Ashkelon, and slew thirty men of them, and took their spoil, and gave 
change of garments unto thero which expounded the riddle. And his 
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anger was kindled, and he went up to his father's house. But Samson's 
wife was given to his companion, whom he had used as his friend. 

But it came to pass within a while after, in the time of wheat harvest, 
that Samson visited his wife with a kid; and he said, I will go in to my 
wife into the chamber. But her father would not suffer him to go in. 
And her father said, I verily thought that thou hadst utterly hated her; 
therefore I gave her to thy companion: is not her younger sister fairer 
than she? take her, I pray thee, instead of her. 

And Samson said concerning them, Now shall I be more blameless 
than the Philistines, though I do them a displeasure. And Samson 
went and caught three hundred foxes, and took firebrands, and turned 
tail to tail, and put a firebrand in the midst between two tails. And 
when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go into the standing 
com of the Philistines, and burnt up both the shocks and also the stand- 
ing com, with the vineyards and oHves. 

Then the Philistines said, Who hath done this? And they answered, 
Samson, the son in law of the Timnite, because he had taken his wife, 
and given her to his companion. And the Philistines came up, and 
burnt her and her father with fire. 

And Samson said unto them, Though ye have done this, yet will I be 
avenged of you, and after that I will cease. And he smote tiiem hip and 
thigh with a great slaughter: and he went down and dwelt in the top 
of the rock Etam. 

Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah^and spread them- 
selves in Lehi And the men of Judah said. Why are ye come up against 
us? And they answered. To bind Samson are we come up, to do to him 
as he hath done to us. Then three thousand men of Judah went to the 
top of the rock Etam, and said to Samson, Knowest thou not that the 
Philistines are rulers over us? what is this that thou hast done unto us? 
And he said unto them. As they did unto me, so have I done unto 
them. And they said unto him. We are come down to bind thee, that 
we may deliver thee into the hand of the Philistines. And Samson said 
unto them. Swear unto me, that ye will not fall upon me yourselves. 
And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind thee fast, and 
deliver thee into their hand: but surely we will not kill thee. And 
they bound him with two new cords, and brought him up from the 
rock. 

And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him: 
and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and the cords that 
were upon his arms became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his 
bands loosed from off his hands. And he found a new jawbone of an 
ass, and put forth his hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men there- 
with. And Samson said. With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, 
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with the jaw of an ass have I slain a thousand men. And it came to 
pass, when he had made an end of speaking, that he cast away the jaw- 
bone out of his hand, and called that place Bamath-lehi. 

And he was sore athirst, and called on the Lord, and said, Thou hast 
given this great deliverance into the hand of thy servant: and now shall 
I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the uncircimicised? But God 
dave an hollow place that was in the jaw, and there came water there- 
out; and when he had drunk, his spirit came again, and he revived : 
wherefore he called the name thereof En-hakkore, which is in Lehi unto 
this day. 

Then went Samson to Gaza. Aiid it was told the Gazites, saying, 
Samson is come hither. And they compassed him in, and laid wait for 
Vn'm all night in the gate of the city, and were quiet all the night, saying, 
In the morning, when it is day, we shall kill him. And Samson arose 
at midnight, and took the doors of the gate of the city, and the two 
posts, and went away with them, bar and all, and put them upon hiH 
shoulders, and carried them up to the top of an hill that is before Hebron. 

And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley 
of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. And the lords of the Philistines 
came up unto her, and said unto her. Entice him, and see wherein his 
great strength lieth, and by what means we may prevail against him, 
that we may bind him to afl^ct him: and we will give thee every one of 
us eleven hundred pieces of silver. 

And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein thy great 
strength lieth, and wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict thee. 
And Samson said unto her. If they bind me with seven green withs that 
were never dried, then shall I be weak, and be as another man. Then 
the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven green withs which 
had not been dried, and she bound him with them. Now there were 
men lying in wait, abiding with her in the chamber. And she said 
unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he brake the 
withs, as a thread of tow is broken when it toucheth the fire. So his 
strength was not known. And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold^ thou 
hast mocked me, and told me lies: now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith 
thou mightest be bound. And he said unto her. If they bind me fast 
with new ropes that never were occupied, then shall I be weak, and be 
as another man. Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound him 
therewith, and said unto him. The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. 
And there were liers in wait abiding in the chamber. And he brake 
them from off his arms like a thread. And Delilah said unto Samson, 
Hitherto thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: tell me wherewith 
thou mightest be bound. And he said unto her. If thou weavest the 
seven locks of my head with the web. And she fastened it with the 
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pin, and said unto him. The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he 
awaked out of his sleep, and went away with the pin of the beam, and 
with the web. 

And she said unto him. How canst thou say, I love thee, when thine 
heart is not with me ? thou hast mocked me these three times, and hast 
not told me wherein thy great strength lieth. And it came to pass, 
when she pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, so that his 
soul was vexed unto death; that he told her all his heart, and said unto 
her, There hath not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a 
Nazarite unto God from my mother's womb: if I be shaven, then my 
strength will go from me, aad I shall become weak, and be Hke any 
other man. And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, 
she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying. Come up this 
once, for he hath shewed me all his heart Then the lords of the Philis- 
tines came up unto her, and brought money in their hand. And she 
made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man, and she 
caused him to shave off the seven locks of his head; and she began to 
afliict him, and his strength went from him. And she said. The Philis- 
tines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, 
I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist 
not that the Lord was departed from him. 

But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him 
down to Graza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind 
in the prison house. Howbeit the hair of his head began to grow again 
after he was shaven. Then the lords of the Philistines gathered them 
together for to offer a gre^t sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice: 
for they said. Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our hand. 
And when the people saw him, they praised their god: for they said, 
Our god hath delivered into our hands our enemy, and the destroyer of 
our country, which slew many of us. And it came to pass, when their 
hearts were merry, that they said. Call for Samson, that he may make 
us sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison house; and he 
made them sport: and they set him between the pillars. And Samson 
said unto the lad that held him by the hand. Suffer me that I may feel 
the pillars whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon them. 
Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of the 
Philistines were there; and there were upon the roof about three thou- 
sand men and women, that beheld while Samson made sport. And Sam- 
son called unto the Lord, and said, O Lord God, remember me, I pray 
thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O Grod, that I may 
be at once avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes. And Samson 
took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood, and on 
which it was borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of the other 
with his left, And Samsou said, I^et me die with the Philistines. And 
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he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon the lords, 
and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead which he slew 
at his death were more than they which he slew in his life. Tlien his 
brethren and all the house of his father came down, and took him, and 
brought liinri up, and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the 
buryingplace of Manoah his father. And he judged Israel twenty 
years. 



THE STORY OP RUTH AND NAOMI. 

NOW it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there 
was a famine in the land. And a certain man of Beth-lehem- 
judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his 
two sons. And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of 
his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Eph- 
rathites of Beth-lehem-judah. And they came into the country of Moab, 
and continued there. And Elimelech Naomi's husband died ; and she 
was left, and her two sons. And they took them wives of the women of 
Moab; the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth: 
and they dwelled there about ten years. And Mahlon and Chilion died 
also both of them; and the woman was left of her two sons and her 
husband. 

Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might return from 
the country of Moab: for she had heard in the country of Moab how 
that the Lord had visited his people in giving them bread. Wherefore 
she went forth out of the place where she was, and her two daughters in 
law with her; and they went on the way to return unto the land of 
Judah. And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law. Go, return 
each to her mother's house: the Lord deal kindly with you, as ye have 
dealt with the dead, and with me. The Lord grant you that ye may 
find rest, each of you in the house of her husband. Then she kissed 
them; and they lifted up their voice, and wept. And they said unto 
her. Surely we will return with thee unto thy people. And Naomi 
said, Turn again, my daughters : why will ye go with me? Turn again, 
my daughters, go your way; for it grieveth me much for your sakes 
that the hand of the Lord is gone out against me. And they lifted 
up their voice and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother in law; 
but Ruth clave unto her. And she said. Behold, thy sister in law is 
gone back unto her people, and unto her gods: return thou after thy 
sister in law. And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return 
from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where 
thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God 
piy God: where thou diest, will I die, and tjie^e wjll I be bufied: the 
(870) }Q 
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Lord do bo to me, aud more aJso, if ought but death part thee and me. 
When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, thai she 
left speaking unto her. 

So they two went until they came to Beth-lehem. And it came to 
paBS, when they were come to Beth-lehem, that all the city was moved 
about them, and they said, Is this Naomi ? And she said nnto them, 
Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very 
bitterly witli me. I went out full, and the Lord hath brought me home 
again empty: why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the Lord hath testi- 
fied against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me? So Naomi re- 
turned, and lluth the Moabitess, her daughter in law, with her, which 
returned out of the country of Moab: and they came to Beth-lehem in 
Uie beginning of barley harvest. 

Aud Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, 
of tlie family of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz. And Ruth the 
Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me now go to the field, and glean ears 
of corn after him in whose sight I shall find grace. And she said unto 
her, Go, my daughter. And she went, and came, and gleaned in the 
tleld after tlie reapers: and her hap was to light on a part of the field 
belonging unto Boaz, who was of the kindred of Elimelech. 

And, behold, Boaz came from Beth-lehem, and said unto the reapers. 
The Lord be with you. And they answered him. The Lord bless thee. 
Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over the reapers. Whose 
damsel is this? And the servant that was set over the reapers answered 
and said. It is the Moabitish damsel that came back with Naomi out of 
the country of Moab: and she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather 
after the reapers among the sheaves: so she came, and hath continued 
even from the morning until now, that she tarried a little in the 
house. 

Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter ? Gro not to 
glean in another field, neither go from hence, but abide here fast by my 
maidens: let thine eyes be on the field that Uiey do reap, and go thou 
after them: have I not charged the young men that they shall not touch 
thee? and when thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink of that 
which the young men have drawn. 

Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said 
unto him. Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest 
take knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger ? 

And Boaz answered and said unto her, It hath fully been shewed me, 
aU that thou hast done unto thy mother in law since the death of thine 
husband: and how thou hast left thy father and thy mother, and the 
land of thy nativity, and art come unto a people which thou knewest 
not heretofore. The Lord recompense thy work, and a full reward be 
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given thee of the Lord €k>d of Israel, under whose wings thou art come 
to trust. 

Then she said, Let me find favour in thy sight, my loni ; for that thou 
hast comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken friendly unto thine 
handmaid, though I be not like unto one of thine handmaidens. 

And Boaz said unto her. At mealtime come thou hither, and eat of 
the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. Aud she sat beside the 
reapers: and he reached her parched com, and she did eat, and was 
sufficed, and left. And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded 
his young men, saying, Let her glean even among the sheaves, and re- 
proach her not: and let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her, 
and leave them, that she may glean them, and rebuke her not. So she 
gleaned in the field until even, and beat out that she had gleaned: and 
it was about an ephah of barley. 

And she took it up, and went into the city: and her mother in law 
saw what she had gleaned: and she brought forth, and gave to her that 
she had reserved after she was sufficed. And her mother in law said 
unto her. Where hast thou gleaned to day? and where wroughtest thou? 
blessed be he that did take knowledge of thee. And she shewed her 
mother in law with whom she had wrought, and said. The man's name 
with whom I wrought to day is Boaz. And Naomi said unto her 
daughter in law. Blessed be he of the Lord, who hath not left off his 
kindness to the living and to the dead. And Naomi said unto her. The 
man is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen. And Euth the 
Moabitess said. He said unto me also. Thou shalt keep fast by my young 
men, until they have ended all my harvest. And Naomi said unto Buth 
her daughter in law. It is good, my daughter, that thou go out with his 
maidens, that they meet thee not in any other field. So she kept fast 
by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto the end of barley harvest and of 
wheat harvest; and dwelt with her mother in law. 

Then Naomi her mother in law said unto her. My daughter, sliall I 
not seek rest for thee, that 'it may be well with thee? And now is not 
Boaz of our kindred, with whose maidens thou wast? Behold, he win- 
noweth barley to night in the threshingfloor. Wash thyself therefore, 
and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down to 
the floor: but make not thyself known unto the man, until he shall have 
done eating and drinking. And it shall be, when he lieth down, that 
thou shalt mark the place where he shall lie, and thou shalt go in, 
and uncover his feet, and lay thee down; and he will tell thee what 
thou shalt do. And she said unto her. All that thou sayest unto me 
I will do. 

And she went down unto the floor, and did according to all that her 
mother in law bade her. A^^d yrhm Bqs^ h^ eaten and driwk, and his 
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lieart was mernr, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of com: 
and she came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her down. 

And it came to pass at midnight, that the man was afraid, and turned 
himself: and, behold, a woman lay at his feet. And he said, Who art 
thou ? And she answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore 
thv skirt over thine handmaid : for thou art a near kinsman. And he 
said, Ble»ed be thou of the Lord, my daughter: for thou hast shewed 
more kindn<fti« in the latter end than at the b^inning, inasmuch as thou 
followedst not young men, whether poor or rich. And now, my daugh- 
ter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city of 
my pe<^le doth know that thou art a virtuous woman. And now it is 
true that I am thv near kinsman: howbeit there is a kinsman nearer 
than I. Tarry this night, and it shall be in the morning, that if he will 
perform unto thee the pKurt of a kinsman, well; but if not, then will I, 
as the Lord liveth: lie down until the morning. 

And she lay at his feet until the morning : and she rose up before 
one could know another. And he said, Let it not be known that a 
woman came into the floor. Also he said. Bring the vail that thou hast 
upon thee, and hold it. And when she held it, he measured six mea- 
sures of barley, and laid it on her: and she went into the city. And 
when she came to her mother in law, she said. Who art thou, my daugh- 
ter ? And she told her all that the man had done to her. And she said, 
These six measures of barley gave he me; for he said to me, Gk> not 
empty unto thy mother in law. Then said she. Sit still, my daughter, 
until thou know how the matter will fall: for the man will not be in 
rest, until he have finished the thing this day. 

Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down there: and, behold, 
the kinsman of whom Boaz spake came by; unto whom he said. Ho, 
such a one ! turn aside, sit down here. And he turned aside, and sat 
down. And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, Sit ye 
down here. And they sat down. 

And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out of the 
country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which was our brother Elim- 
elech's: and I thought to advertise thee, saying. Buy it before the inhabi- 
tants, and before the elders of my people. If thou wilt redeem it, redeem 
it : but if thou wilt not redeem it, then tell me, that I may know : for 
there is none to redeem it beside thee ; and I am after thee. And he 
said, I will redeem it. Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field 
of the hand of Naomi, thou must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the 
wife of the dead, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance. 

And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine 
own inheritance : redeem thou my right to thyself ; for I cannot redeem 
it. Now this was the manner in former time in Israel concerning 
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redeeming and concerning changing, for to confirm all things ; a man 
plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his neighbour : and this was a testi- 
mony in Israel Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee. 
So he drew off his shoe. 

And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are wit- 
nesses this day, that I have bought all that was Elimelech's, and all that 
was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand of Naomi Moreover Ruth the 
Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife, to raise 
up the name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead 
be not cut off from among his brethren, and from the gate of his place : 
ye are witnesses this day. And all the people that were in the gate, and 
the elders, said. We are witnesses. The Lord make the woman that 
is come into thine house like Bachel and like Leah, which two did build 
the house of Israel : and do thou w(»ihily in Ephratah, and be famous 
in Beth-lehem. 

So Boaz took Buth, and she was his wife : and she bare a son. 

And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the Lord, which hath 
not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may be famous 
in Israel And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a 
nourisher of thine old age : for thy daughter in law, which loveth thee, 
which is better to thee than seven sons, hath bom him. And Naomi took 
the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it. And 
the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying. There is a son bom 
to Naomi ; and they called his name Obed : he is the father of Jesse, 
the father of David. 
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NOW there was a certain man of Bamathaim-zophim, of mount 
Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah, and he had two wives ; the 
name of the one was Hannah, and the name of the other Feninnah : 
and Feninnah had children, but Hannah had no children. And this 
man went up out of his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice unto the 
Lord of hosts in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Fhine- 
has, the priests of the Lord, were there. 

And when the time was that Elkanah offered, he gave to Feninnah 
his wife, and to all her* sons and her daughters, portions: but unto 
Hannah he gave a worthy portion; for he loved Hannah. And her 
adversary also provoked her sore, for to make her fret. And as he did 
so year by year, when she went up to the house of the Lord, so she pro- 
voked her; therefore she wept, and did not eat. Then said Elkanah 
her husband to her, Hannah, why weepest thou ? and why eatest thou 
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Hot ? and why is thy heart grieved ? am not I better to thee than tett 
sons? 

So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had 
drunk. Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a post of the temple of 
the Lord. And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the 
Lord, and wept sore. And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of 
hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and 
remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine 
handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto the Lord all the days 
of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head. And it came 
to pass, as she continued praying before the Lord, that Eli marked her 
mouth. Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her lips moved, 
but her voice was not heard: therefore Eli thought she had been 
drunken. 

And Eli said unto her. How long wilt thou be drunken ? put away 
thy wine from thee. And Hannah answered and said, No, my lord, I 
am a woman of a sorrowful spirit : I have drunk neither wine nor strong 
drink, but have poured out my soul before the Lord. Count not thine 
handmaid for a daughter of Belial: for out of the abundance of my 
complaint and grief have I spoken hitherto. Then Eli answered and 
said, Go in peace : and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that 
thou hast asked of him. And she said. Let thine handmaid find grace 
in thy sight. So the woman went her way, and did eat, and her coun- 
tenance was no more sad. 

And they rose up in the morning early, and worshipped before the 
Lord, and returned, and came to their house to Bamah : and the Lord 
remembered her. Wherefore it came to pass that she bare a son, 
and called his name Samuel, saying. Because I have asked him of the 
Lord. 

And the man Elkanah, and all his house, went up to offer unto the 
Lord the yearly sacrifice, and his vow. But Hannah went not up ; for 
she said unto her husband, I will not go up until the child be weaned, 
and then I will bring him, that he may appear before the Lord, and 
there abide for ever. And Elkanah her husband said Tinto her, Do 
what seemeth thee good ; tarry until thou have weaned him ; only the 
Lord establish his word. So the woman abode, and gave her son suck 
until she weaned him. 

And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with three 
bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and a bottle of wine, and brought him 
unto the house of the Lord in Shiloh : and the child was young. And 
they slew a bullock, and brought the child to Eli And she said, O my 
lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood by thee 
here, praying unto the Lord. For this child I prayed ; and the Lord 
hath given me my petition which I asked of him : therefore also I have 
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lent him to the Lord ; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord. 
And he worshipped the Lord there. 

And Elkanah went to Eamah to his house. And the child did 
minister unto the Lord before Eli the priest. 

Now the sons of Eli were sons of Belial ; they knew not the Lord 

But Samuel ministered before the Lord, being a child, girded with a 
Unen ephod. Moreover his mother made him a little coat, and brought 
it to him from year to year, when she came up with her husband to 
offer the yearly sacrifice. 

And Eli blessed Elkanah and his wife, and said. The Lord give thee 
seed of this woman for the loan which is lent to the Lord. And they 
went unto their own home. And the Lord visited Hannah, so that she 
bare three sons and two daughters. And .the child Samuel grew before 
the Lord, and was in favour both with the Lord and also with men 

And the child Samuel ministered imto the Lord before Eli. And 
the word of the Lord was precious in those days ; there was no open 
vision. And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid down in 
his place, and his eyes began to wax dim, that he could not see ; and ere 
the lamp of Grod went out in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of 
God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep; that the Lord called 
Samuel : and he answered, Here am I. And he ran unto Eli, and said. 
Here am I ; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called not ; lie down 
again. And he went and lay down. And the Lord called yet again, 
Samuel. And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said. Here am 
I ; for thou didst call me. And he answered, I called not, my son ; lie 
down again. Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was the 
word of the Lord yet revealed unto him. And the Lord called Samuel 
again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said. Here 
am I ; for thou didst call me. And Eli perceived that the Lord had 
called the child. Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down : and it 
shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say. Speak, Lord; for thy servant 
heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in lus place. And the Lord 
came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, SamueL Then 
Samuel answered. Speak ; for thy servant heareth. 

And the Lord said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at 
which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle. Li that 
day I will perform against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning 
his house : when I begin, I will also make an end. For I have told him 
that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth ; 
because lus sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. 
And therefore I have sworn imto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of 
Eli's house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever. 
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And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the doors of the house 
of the Lord. And Samuel feared to shew Eli the vision. Then Eli 
called Samuel, and said, Samuel, my son. And he answered, Here am 
I. And he said. What is the thing that the Lord hath said unto thee ? 
I pray thee hide it not from me : God do so to thee, and more also, if 
thou hide any thing from me of all the things that he said unto thee. 
And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from him. And he 
said, It is the Lord : let him do what seemeth him good. 

And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and did let none of 
his words fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan even to Beer- 
sheba knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet of the Lord 
And the Lord appeared again in Shiloh : for the Lord revealed him- 
self to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the Lord. 
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AND the word of Samuel came to all Israel Now Israel went out 
against the Philistines to battle, and pitched beside Eben-ezer: and 
the Philistines pitched in Aphek. And the Philistines put themselves 
in array against Israel : and when they joined battle, Israel was smitten 
before the Philistines: and they slew of the army in the field about four 
thousand men. 

And when the people were come into the camp, the elders of Israel 
said. Wherefore hath the Lord smitten us to day before the Philistines ? 
Let us fetch the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of Shiloh unto us, 
that, when it cometh among us, it may save us out of the hand 
of our enemies. So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring 
from thence the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts, which 
dwelleth between the cherubims : and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and 
Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God. And when 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord came into the camp, all Israel 
shouted with a great shout, so that the earth rang again. And when 
the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, they said. What meaneth 
the noise of this great shout in the camp of the Hebrews ? And they 
understood that the ark of the Lord was come into the camp. And the 
Philistines were afraid, for they said, God is come into the camp. And 
they said, Woe unto us ! for there hath not been such a thing heretofore. 
Woe unto us ! who shall deliver us out of the hand of these mighty CUxis? 
these are the Gods that smote the Egyptians with all the plagues in the 
wilderness. Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistines, 
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that je be not servants unto the Hebrews, as they have been to you : 
quit yourselves like men, and fight. 

And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, and tbey fied every 
man into his tent : and there was a very great slaughter ; for there fell 
of Israel thirty thousand footmen. And the ark of Gk>d was taken ; and 
the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Fhinehas, were slain. . 

And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, and came to Shiloh 
the same day with his clothes rent, and with earth upon his head. And 
when he came, lo, Eli sat upon a seat by the wayside watching : for his 
heart trembled for the ark of Qod. And when the man came into the 
city and told it, all the city cried out. And when Eli heard the noise 
of the ciying, he said. What meaneth the noise of this tumult ? And 
the man came in hastily, and told Eli. Now Eli was ninety and eight 
years old ; and his eyes were dim, that he could not see. And the man 
said unto Eli, I am he that came out of the army, and I fled to day out 
of the army. And he said, What is there done, my son ? And the mes- 
senger answered and said, Israel is fled before the Philistines, and there 
hath been also a great slaughter among the people, and thy two sons 
also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of Grod is taken. And 
it came to pass, when he made mention of the ark of Qod, that he fell 
from oflT the seat backward by the side, of the gate, and his neck brake, 
and he died : for he was an old man, and heavy. And he had judged 
Israel forty years 

And the Philistines took the ark of Grod, and brought it from Eben- 
ezer unto Ashdod. When the Philistines took the ark of Grod, they 
brought it into the house of Dagon, and set it by Dagon. 

And when they of Ashdod arose early on the morrow, behold, Dagon 
was fallen upon his face to the earth before the ark of the Lord. And 
they took Dagon, and set him in his place again. And when they arose 
early on the morrow morning, behold, Dagon was faUen upon his face to 
the ground before the ark of the Lord; and the head of Dagon and both 
the palms of his hands were cut off upon the threshold ; only the stump 
of Dagon was left to him. Therefore neither the priests of Dagon, nor 
any that come into Dagon's house, tread on the threshold of Dagon in 
Ashdod unto this day. But the hand of the Lord was heavy upon them 
of Ashdod, and he destroyed them, and smote them with emerods, even 
Ashdod and the coasts thereof. And when the men of Ashdod saw that 
it was so, they said. The ark of the God of Israel shall not abide with 
us : for his hand is sore upon us, and upon Dagon our god. They sent 
therefore and gathered all the lords of the Philistines unto them, and 
said. What shall we do with the ark of the God of Israel ? And they 
answered. Let the ark of the God of Israel be carried about unto Gath. 
And they canied the ark of the God of Israel about thither. And it 



IM WAR WITH THE PHILISTINES. 

wan nOf that, after they had carried it about, the hand of the Lobd was 
agaiuHt the city with a very great destmction : and he smote tiie men ci 
the city. 

Therefore they sent the ark of Qod to Ekron. And it came to paas, as 
the ark of God came to Ekron, that the Ekronites cried out, saying, They 
have brought alx)ut the ark of the Qod of Israel to na, to slay as and oar 
people. So they sent and gathered together all the lords <^ the Philis- 
tines, and said, Send away the ark of the Crod of Israd, and let it go 
again tf> bin own place, that it slay us not, and oar people : for tiiere was 
a deadly destruction throughout all the city ; ihe hand of €rod was veiy 
lieavy there. And the men that died not were smitten with the emerods: 
and the cry of the city went up to heaven. 

And the ark of the Lord was in the country of the Philistines seven 
mouths. And the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners, 
saying, Wliat sliall we do to the ark of the Lord ? teU us wherewith we 
sliall send it to his place. And they said, If ye send &way the sA of the 
God of Israel, send it not empty ; but in any wise return him a trespass 
offering : then ye shall be healed, and it shall be known to yon why his 
hand is not removed from you. Then said they. What shall be the 
trespass offering which we shall return to him? They answered. Five 
golden emerods, and five golden mice, according to the number of the 
lords of the Philistines : for one plague was on you all, and on your 
lords. Wherefore ye shall make images of your emerods, and images of 
your mice that mar the land ; and ye shall give glory unto the Crod of 
Israel : peradventure he will lighten his hand from off you, and from 
off your gods, and from off your land. Wherefore then do ye harden 
your hearts, as the Eg3rptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? when 
he had wrought wonderfully among them, did they not let the people go, 
and they departed ? Now therefore make a new cart, and take two 
milch kino, on which there hath come no yoke, and tie the kine to the 
cart, and bring their calves home from them : and take the ark of the 
Lord, and lay it upon the cart ; and put the jewels of gold, which ye 
return him for a trespass offering, in a coffer by the side thereof ; and 
send it away, that it may go. And see, if it goeth up by the way of his 
own coast to Beth-shemesh, then he hath done us this great evil : but if 
not, then we shall know that it is not his hand that smote us ; it was a 
chance that happened to us. 

And the men did so ; and took two milch kine, and tied them to the 
cart, and shut up their calves at home : and they laid the ark of the 
Lord upon the cart, and the coffer with the mice of gold and the images 
of their emerods. And the kine took the straight way to the way of 
Beth-shemesh, and went along the highway, lowing as they went, and 
turned not aside to the right hand or to the left ; and the lords of the 
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Philistines went after them unto the border of Beth-shemesh. And they 
of Beth-shemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the valley : and 
they lifted up their eyes, and saw the ark, and rejoiced to see it. And 
the cart came into the field of Joshua, a Beth-shemite, and stood there, 
where there was a great stone : and they clave the wood of the cart, and 
offered the kine a burnt offering unto the Lord. And the Levites took 
down the ark of the Lord, and the coffer that was with it, wherein the 
jewels of gold were, and put them on the great stone : and the men of 
Beth-shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices the same 
day unto the Lord. And when the five lords of the Philistines had seen 
it, they returned to Ekron the same day 

And he smote the men of Beth-shemesh, because they had looked into 
the ark of the Lord, even he smote of the people fifty thousand and 
threescore and ten men : and the people lamented, because the Lord had 
smitten many of the people with a great slaughter. And the men of 
Beth-shemesh said. Who is able to stand before this holy Lord God i and 
to whom shall he go up from us ? 

And they sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kirjath-jearim, saying, 
The Philistines have brought again the ark of the Lord; come ye down, 
and fetch it up to you. 

And the men of Kirjath-jearim came, and fetched up the ark of the 
Lord, and brought it into the house of Abinadab in the hill, and sanc- 
tified Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the Lord. And it came to pass, 
while the ark abode in Elirjath-jearim, that the time was long ; for it 
was twenty years : and all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord. 

And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, If ye do return 
unto the Lord with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods and 
Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and 
serve him only : and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philis- 
tines. Then the children of Israel did put away Baalim and Ashtaroth, 
and served the Lord only. And Samuel said. Gather all Israel to 
Mizpeh, and I will pray for you unto the Lord. And they gathered 
together to Mizpeh, and drew water, and poured it out before the Lord, 
"and fasted on that day, and said there, We have sinned against the 
Lord. And Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh. And 
when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel were gathered 
together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Philistines went up against Israel. 
And when the children of Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Phil- 
istines. And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to cry imto 
the Lord our God for us, that he will save us out of the hand of the 
Philistines. 

And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a burnt offering 
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whoU J onto the Lord : and Samiid cried unto tlie Lobd for laniel ; and 
the Lord heard him. And as Samuel was oAning up the bmnt offering, 
the I^iiiirtincs drew near to battle against Israid : but the Lord Urnn- 
dered with a great thunder on that day upon the miilistineB, and dis- 
comfited them ; and thev were smitten befme Israd. And the men of 
Israel went oat of Mizp^ and porsoed the mulistineB, and smote them, 
until they came under Beth-car. Then Samuel tock a stone, and set it 
between Mizpeh and Sh«i, and calkd the name of it Eben-eaer, saying, 
Hitherto hath the Lord helped ua. 

So the Philistines were subdued, and thev came no more into the coast 
of Israel : and the hand of the Lord was against the liiilistines aU the 
days of SamueL And the cities which the PhiliBtines had taken from 
Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron even unto Grath; and the 
coasts thereof did Israel deliver out oi the hands iji the ^lilistines. 
And there was peace between Israel and the Amorites. And Samuel 
judged Israel aU the days of his life. And he went fran year to year 
in circuit to Beth-el, and Gilgal, and Mizp^ and judged Israel in aU 
those places. And his return was to Ramah ; for there was his house ; 
and there he judged Israel ; and there he built an ahar unto the Lord. 
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AND it came to pass, when Samuel was old^ that he made his sons 
judges over IsraeL Now the name of his firstborn was Joel ; and 
the name of his second, Abiah : they were judges in Beer-sheba. And 
his sons walked not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and took 
bribes, and perverted judgment. Then all the elders of Israel gathered 
themselves together, and came to Samuel unto Bamah, and said unto 
him. Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways : now make 

us a king to judge us like all the nations 

And Samuel heard all the words of the peo{de, and he rehearsed 
them in the ears of the Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel, Hearken 
unto their voice, and make them a king. And Samuel said unto the 
men of Israel, Go ye every man unto his city. 

Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose name was Kish, a mighty 
man of power. And he had a sou, whose name was Saul, a choice young 
man, and a goodly : and there was not among the children of Israel a 
goodlier person than he: from his shoulders and upward he was hi^er 
than any of the people. And the asses of Kish Saul's father were lost 
And Kish said to Saul his son, Take now one of the servants witii thee, 
and arise, go seek the asses. And he passed through mount Ephiaim, 
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and passed through the land of Shalisha, but they found them not: then 
they passed through the land of Shalim, and there they were not : and 
he passed through the land of the Benjamites, but they found them not. 
And when they wete come to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant 
that was with him, Come, and let us return ; lest my father leave caring 
for the asses, and take thought for us. And he said unto him. Behold 
now, there is in this city a man of God, and he is an honourable man; 
all that he saith cometh surely to pass: now let us go thither; perad- 
venture he can shew us our way that we should go. Then said Saul to 
his servant. Well said; come, let us go. So they went unto the city 
where the man of God was. 

And they went up into the city: and when they were come into the 
city, behold, Samuel came out against them, for to go up to the high 
place. 

Now the Lord had told Samuel in his ear a day before Saul came, 
saying. To morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of the 
land of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him to be captain over my 
people Israel, that he may save my people out of the hand of the Philis- 
tines: for I have looked upon my people, because their cry is come imto 
me. And when Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said unto him, Behold the 
man whom I spake to thee of ! this same shall reign over my people. 
Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, and said, Tell me, I pray 
thee, where the seer's house is. And Samuel answered Saul, and said, I 
am the seer : go up before me unto the high place; for ye shall eat with 
me to day, and to morrow I will let thee go, and will tell thee all that 
is in thine heart. And as for thine asses that were lost three days ago, 
set not thy mind on them; for they are found. And on whom is all the 
desire of Israel ? Is it not on thee, and on all thy father's house ? And 
Saul answered and said. Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest of the 
tribes of Isi'ael ? and my family the least of all the families of the tribe 
of Benjamin ? wherefore then speakest thou so to me ? And Samuel 
took Saul and his servant, and brought them into the parlour, and made 
them sit in the chief est place among them, that were bidden, which were 
about thirty persons. And Samuel said unto the cook, Bring the por- 
tion which I gave thee, of which I said imto thee, Set it by thee. And 
the cook took up the shoulder, and that which was upon it, and set it 
before SauL And Samuel said. Behold that which is left ! set it before 
thee, and eat : for imto this time hath it been kept for thee since I said, 
I have invited the people. So Saul did eat with Samuel that day. 

And when they were come down from the high place into the city, 
Samuel commimed with Saul upon the top of the house. And they 
arose early: and it came to pass about the spring of the day, that Samuel 
called Saul 1x) the top of the house, saying, Up, that I may send thee 
^way* And Saul arose, and they wept Qijt bptb of them, he and Samuel, 
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abroad. And as they were going down to the end ci the chy, Samuel 
aaid to Saul, Bid the servant pass on before us, (and he passed cm,) bat 
stand thou still awhile, that I may shew thee the woitl of €rod. 

Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poared it npcm his head, and 

kissed him, and said. Is it uot because the Lord hath anointed tiliee to 

be captain over his inheritance ? When thou art departed from me to 

day, then thou shalt find two men by Bai^eFs sepolchre in the border 

of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say nnto thee. The asses which 

thou wentest to seek are fonnd: and, lo, thy ibither hath left the care of 

the asses, and sorroweth for you, saying. What shall I do for my son ? 

Then shalt thou go on forward from thence, and thou shalt oome to 

the plain of Tabor, and there shall meet thee three men going up to God 

to Beth-el, one carrying three kids, and another carrying three loaves of 

bread, and another carrying a bottle of wine: and they will salute thee, 

and give thee two loaves of bread; which thou shalt receive of their 

hands. After that thou shalt come to the hill of Gkxl, ^diere is the 

garrison of the Philistines: and it shall come to pass, when thou art 

come thither to the city, that thou shalt meet a company of prophets com- 

'ing down from the high place with a psaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, and 

a harp, before them; and they shall prophesy: and the Spirit of the Lord 

will cr>me upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with them, and shalt be 

turned into another man. And let it be, when these signs are come unto 

thee, that thou do as occasion serve thee; for Giod is with thee. And 

thou shalt go down before me to Gilgal; and, behold, I will come down 

unto thee, to offer burnt offerings, and to sacrifice sacrifices of peace 

offerings: seven days shalt thou tarry, till I come to thee, and shew thee 

what thou shalt do. 

And it was so, that when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, 
God gave him another heart: and all those signs came to pass that day. 

And Samuel called the people together unto the Lord to Mizpeh, 
and said unto the children of Israel, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, 
I* brought up Israel out of Egypt, and delivered you out of the hand tof 
the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all kingdoms, and of them that 
oppressed you: and ye have this day rejected your God, who himself 
saved you out of all your adversities and your tribulations; and ye have 
said unto him, Nay, but set a king over us. Now therefore present 
yourselves before the Lord by your tribes, and by your thousands. 
And when Samuel had caused all the tribes of Israel to come near, 
the tribe of Benjamin was taken. When he had caused the tribe of 
Benjamin to come near by their families, the family of Matri was taken, 
and Saul the son of Kish was taken : and when they sought him, he 
could not be found. Therefore they inquired of the Lord further, if 
the man should yet oome thither. And the Lord answei-ed, Behold, he 
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hath hid himself among the stuff. And they ran and fetched him 
thence : and when he stood among the people, he was higher than any 
of the people from his shoulders and upward. And Samuel said to all 
the people, See ye him whom the Lord hath chosen, that there is none 
like him among all the people ? And all the people shouted, and said, 
God save the king. Then Samuel told the people the manner of the 
kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it up before the Lord. And 
Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his house. 

And Saul also went home to Gibeah; and there went with him a band 
of men, whose hearts God had touched. But the children of Belial said, 
How shaU this man save us ? And they despised him, and brought him 
no presents. But he held his peace. 

Then Nahash the Ammonite came up, and encamped against Jabesh- 
gilead: and all the men of Jabesh said unto Nahash, Make a covenant 
with us, and we will serve thee. And Nahash the Ammonite answered 
them, On this condition will I make a covenant with you, that I may 
thrust out all your right eyes, and lay it for a reproach upon all IsraeL 
And the elders of Jabesh said unto him. Give us seven days' respite, 
that we may send messengers unto all the coasts of Israel : and then, if 
there be no man to save us, we will come out to thee. 

Then came the messengers to Gibeah of Saul, and told the tidings in 
the ears of the people: and all the people lifted up their voices and wept. 
And, behold, Saul came after the herd out of the field ; and Saul said, 
What aileth the people that they weep ? And they told him the tidings 
of the men of Jabesh. And the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he 
heard those tidings, and his anger was kindled greatly. And he took a 
yoke of oxen, and hewed them in pieces, and sent them throughout all 
the coasts of Israel by the hands of messengers, saying. Whosoever 
Cometh not forth after Saul and after Samuel, so shall it be done unto 
his oxen. And the fear of the Lord fell on the people, and they came 
out with one consent. And when he numbered them in Bezek, the 
children of Israel were three himdred thousand, and the men of Judah 
thirty thousand. And they said imto the messengers that came. Thus 
shall ye say unto the men of Jabesh-gilead, To morrow, by that time the 
sun be hot, ye shall have help. And the messengers came and shewed 
it to the men of Jabesh; and they were glad. Therefore the men of 
Jabesh said. To morrow we will come out unto you, and ye shall do with 
us all that seemeth good unto you. And it was so on the morrow, that 
Saul put the people in three companies; and they came into the midst 
of the host in the morning watch, and slew the Ammonites until the 
heat of the day ; and it came to pass that they which remained were 
scattered, so that two of them were not left together. 

And the people said unto Samuel, Who is he that said. Shall Saul 
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reign over U8 ? bring the men, that we may put them to death. And 
Saul said, There shall not a man be put to death this day: for to day 
the Lord hath wrought salvation in laraeL Then said Samuel to the 
people, Come, and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there. 
And all the people went to Gilgal; and there they made Saul king 
before the Lord in Gilgal; and there they sacrificed sacrifices of peace 
offerings before the Lord; and there Saul and all the men of Israel 
rejoiced gi'eatly. 
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AND the Philistines gathered themselves together to fight with Israel, 
thirty thousand chariots, and six thousand horsemen, and people 
as the sand which is on the sea shore in multitude: and they came up, 
and pitched in Michmash, eastward from Beth-aven. And Saul, and 
Jonathan his son, and the people that were present with them, abode 
in Gibeah of Benjamin : but the Philistines encamped in Michmash 

Now it came to pass upon a day, that Jonathan the son of Saul said 
unto the young man that bare his armour. Come, and let us go over to 
the Philistines' garrison, that is on the other side. But he told not his 
father. And Saul tarried in the uttermost part of Gibeah, under a 
pomegranate tree which is in Migron. And the people knew not that 
Jouivthan was gone. 

And between the passages, by which Jonathan sought to go over unto 
the Philistines' garrison, there was a sharp rock on the one side, and a 
shar}) rock on the other side: and the name of the one was Bozez, and 
the name of the other Seneh. The forefront of the one was situate 
northward over against Michmash, and the other southward over 
against Gibeali. And Jonathan said to the young man that bare his 
armour, (/ome, iind let us go over unto the garrison of these imcircum- 
cised: it may be that the Lord will work for us; for there is no restraint 
to the Lord to save by many or by few. And his armourbearer said 
unto him. Do all that is in thine heart: turn thee; behold, I am with thee 
according to thy heart. Then said Jonathan, Behold, we will pass over 
unto these men, and we will discover ourselves unto them. If they say 
thus unto us. Tarry until we come to you; then we will stand still in 
our place, and will not go up unto them. But if they say thus. Come 
up unto us; then we will go up : for the Lord hath delivered them into 
our hand: and this shall be a sign unto lis. And both of them dis- 
covered themselves unto the garrison of the Philistines: and the Philis- 
tines said. Behold, the Hebrews come forth out of the holes where they 
had hid themselves. And the men of the garrison answered Jonathan 
and his annoqfbearer, and sai4, Come up to us, and w^ ^iU shew yoi^ 



SAUL AND HIS SON JONATHAN. 161 

a thing. And Jonathan said unto his armourbearer, Come up after me: 
for the Lord hath delivered them into the hand of IsraeL And Jona- 
than climbed up upon his hands and upon his feet, and his armour- 
bearer after him: and they fell before Jonathan; and his armourbearer 
slew after him. And that first slaughter, which Jonathan and his 
armourbearer made, was about twenty men, within as it were an half 
acre of land, which a yoke of oxen might plow. 

And there was trembling in the host, in the field, and among all the 
people: the garrison, and the spoilers, they also trembled, and the earth 
quaked: so it was a very great trembling. And the watchmen of Saul 
in Gibeah of Benjamin looked; and, behold, the multitude melted away, 
and they went on beating down one another. Then said Saul unto the 
people that were with him. Number now, and see who is gone from us. 
And when they had numbered, behold, Jonathan and his armourbearer 
were not there. 

And Saul and all the people that were with him assembled themselves, 
and they came to the battle : and, behold, every man's sword was 
against his fellow, and there was a very great discomfiture. So the Lord 
saved Israel that day: and the battle passed over unto Beth-aven. 

And the men of Israel were distressed that day: for Saul had adjured 
the people, saying, Cursed be the man that eateth any food until even- 
ing, that I may be avenged on mine enemies. So none of the people 
tasted any food. And sJl they of the land came to a wood; and there 
was honey upon the ground. And when the people were come into the 
wood, behold, the honey dropped; but no man put his hand to his 
mouth: for the people feared the oath. But Jonathan heard not when 
his father charged the people with the oath: wherefore'he put forth the 
end of the rod that was in his hand, and dipped it in an honeycomb, 
and put his hand to his mouth; and his eyes were enlightened. Then 
answered one of the people, and said. Thy father straitly charged the 
people with an oath, saying. Cursed be the man that eateth any food 
this day. And the people were faint. Then said Jonathan, My father 
hath troubled the land : see, I pray you, how mine eyes have been 
enlightened, because I tasted a little of this honey. How much more, if 
haply the people had eaten freely to day of the spoil of their enemies 
which they found? for had there not been now a much greater 
slaughter among the Philistines ? And they smote the Philistines that 
day from Michmash to Aijalon: and the people were very faint. And 
the people flew upon the spoil, and took sheep, and oxen, and calves, 
and slew them on the ground, and the people did eat them with the 
blood; 

Then they told Saul, saying. Behold, the people sin against the Lord, 
in that they eat with the blood. And he said. Ye have transgressed: 
roll a great stone unto ma this day. And Saul said. Disperse yourselves 

(m U 
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ariioDg the people, and say unto than. Bring me hither ese s y man his 
oxy and every man his sheep, and slay them here^ and eat; and sin not 
against the Lord in eating with the Uood. And all the people brought 
every man his ox with him that ni^t, and slew them tlier& And Saol 
built an altar unto the Lord: the same was the first altar that he built 
unto the Lord. 

And Saul said. Let us go down after the Philistinea by ni^t, and 
spoil them until the mcnming light, and let us not leave a man of them. 
And they said, Do whatsoever seemeth good unto thea Then said tilie 
priest, Let us draw near hither unto God. And Saul asked counsel of 
"God, Shall I go down after the PhilistineB ? Witt thou deliver them 
into the hand of IsraeL But he answered him not that day. And Saul 
said. Draw ye near hither, all the chief of the pe^^de: and know and 
see wherein this sin hath been this day. For, as the Lord liveth, whidi 
saveth Israel, though it be in Jonathan my 8(m, he shall surety die. But 
there was not a man among all the people that answered him. Then 
said he unto all Israel, Be ye on one side, and I and Jonathan my son 
will be on the other side. And the people said unto Saul, Do what 
seemeth good unto thee. Therefore Saul said unto the Lord €rod of 
Israel, Give a perfect lot. And Saul and Jonathan were taken: but the 
|)eople escaped. And Saul said, Cast lots between me and Jonathan my 
son. And Jonathan was taken. Then Saul said to Jonathan, Tell me 
what thou hast done. And Jonathan told him, and said, I did but taste 
a little honey with the end of the rod that was in mine hand, and, lo, I 
must die. And Saul answered, (jod do so and more also: for thou shalt 
surely die, Jonathan. And the people said unto Saul, Shall Jcxiathan 
die, who hath wrought this great salvation in Israel ? €rod forbid : as 
the Lord liveth, there shall not one hair of his head taJl to the ground; 
for be hath wrought with God this day. So the people rescued Jona- 
than, that he died not. Then Saul went up from following the Philis- 
tines : and the Philistines went to their own place. 



SAUL REJECTED OF GOD. 

SAMUEL said unto Saul, The Lord sent me to anoint thee to be 
king over his people, over Israel : now therefore hearken thou 
unto the voice of the words of the Lord. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
I remember that which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid wait for him 
in the way, when he came up from Egypt.^ Now go and smite Amalek, 
and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not ; but slay 
both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass. 
And Saul gathered the people together, and numbered them in Telaim, 
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two hundred thonBand footmen, and ten thousand men of Judah. And 
Saul came to a city of Amalek, and laid wait in the valley. 

And Saul said unto the Kenites, Gk>, depart, get you down from 
among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them : for ye shewed 
kindness to all the children of Israel, when they came up out of Egypt. 
So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites. And Saul smote 
the Amalekites from Havilah until thou comest to Shur, that is over 
against Egypt. And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, 
and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword. But 
Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the 
oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and 
would not utterly destroy them : but every thing that was vile and 
refuse, that they destroyed utterly. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto Samuel, saying, It repenteth 
me that I have set up Saul to be king : for he is turned back from 
following me, and hath not performed my commandments. And it 
grieved Samuel ; and he cried unto the Lord all night. And when 
Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning, it was told Samuel, 
saying, Saul came to Carmel, and, behold, he set him up a place, an4 is 
gone about, and passed on, and gone down to Gilgal. And Samuel came 
to Saul : and Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of the Lord : I have 
performed the commandment of the Lord. And Samuel said, What 
meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of 
the oxen which I hear ? And Saul said. They have brought them from 
the Amalekites : for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the 
oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God ; and the rest we have utterly 
destroyed. 

Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee what the Lord 
hath said to me this night. And he said imto him, Say on. And 
Samuel said. When thou wast little in thine own sight, wast thou not 
made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the Lord anointed thee king 
over Israel ? And the Lord sent thee on a journey, and said, Go and 
utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against them until 
they be consumed. Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of 
the Lord, but didst fiy upon the spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the 
Lord ? And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of 
the Lord, and have gone the way which the Lord sent me, and have 
brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the 
Amalekites. But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief 
of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto 
the Lord thy God in Gilgal. And Samuel said. Hath the Lord as great 
delight in burnt offeriogs and sacrifices, as in obeying the vo^ce of the 
Lord ? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than 
the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubborn- 
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ness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of 
the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being king. 

And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned : for I have transgressed 
the commandment of the Lord, and thy words : because I feared the 
people, and obeyed their voice. Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my 
sin, and turn again with me, that I may worship the Lord. And 
Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with thee : for thou hast 
rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord hath rejected thee from 
being king over Israel. And as Samuel turned about to go away, he 
laid hold upon the skirt of his mantle, and it rent. And Samuel said 
unto him, The Lord hath rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this day, 
and hath given it to a neighbour of thine, that is better than thou. And 
also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent : for he is not a man, 
that he should repent. Then he said, I have sinned : yet honour me 
now, I pray thee, before the elders of my people, and before Israel, and 
turn again with me, that I may worship the Lord thy God. So Samuel 
turned again after Saul ; and Saul worshipped the Lord 

And Samuel came no more to see Saul until the day of his death : 
nevertheless Samuel mourned for Saul. 
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AND the Lord said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for 
Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel ? fill 
thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Beth-lehemite : 
for I have provided me a king among his sons. And Samuel said. How 
can I go ? if Saul hear it, he will kill me. And the Lord said, Take an 
heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to the Lord. And call 
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will shew thee what thou shalt do : and thou 
shalt anoint unto me him whom I name unto thee. And Samuel did 
that which the Lord spake, and came to Beth-lehem. And the elders 
of the town trembled at his coming, and said, Comest thou peaceably ? 
And he said. Peaceably : I am come to sacrifice unto the Lord : sanctify 
yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice. And he sanctified Jesse 
and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice. 

And it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, 
and said. Surely the Lord's anointed is before him. But the Lord said 
unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his 
stature ; because I have refused him : for the Lord seeth not as man 
seeth ; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looketh on the heart. Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 
l>efore Samuel. And he said. Neither hath the Lord chosen this. Then 
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Jesse made Shammali to pass by. And he said, iN^either hath the Lord 
chosen this. Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. 
And Samuel said imto Jesse, The Lord hath not chosen these. And 
Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children ? And he said, There 
remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And 
Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him : for we will not sit down 
till he come hither. And he sent, and brou^t him in. Now he was 
ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. 
And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him : for this is he. Then Samiiel 
took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren ; and 
the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. So 
Samuel rose up, and went to Eamah. 

But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from 
the Lord troubled him. And Saul's servants said unto him, Behold 
now, an evil spirit from Grod troubleth thee. Let our lord now command 
thy servants, which are before thee, to seek out a man who is a cunning 
player on an harp : and it shall come to pass, when the evil spirit from 
God is upon thee, that he shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be well. 
And Saul said imto his servants, Provide me now a man that can play 
well, and bring him to me. Then answered one of the servants, and 
said. Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Beth-lehemite, that is cunning 
in playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man of war, and prudent 
in matters, and a comely person, and the Lord is with him. 

Wherefore Saul sent messengers imto Jesse, and said, Send me David 
thy son, which is with the sheep. And Jesse took an ass laden with 
bread, and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent them by David his son 
unto Saul. And David came to Saul, and stood before him : and he 
loved him greatly ; and he became his armourbearer. And Saul sent 
to Jesse, saying. Let David, I pray thee, stand before me ; for he hath 
found favour in my sight. And it came to pass, when the evil spirit 
from God was upon Saul, that David took an harp, and played with his 
hand : so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed 
from him. 
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NOW the Philistines gathered together their armies to battle, and 
were gathered together at Shochoh, which belongeth to Judah, 
and pitched in Ephes-dammim. And Saul and the men of Israel were 
gathered together, and pitched by the valley of Elah, and set the battle 
in array against the Philistines. And the Philistines stood on a moun- 
tain on the one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the other side ; 
and there was a valley between them. 
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And there went out a champion out of the camp of the Philistines, 
named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. And 
he had an hebnet of brass upon his head, and he was armed with a coat 
of mail ; and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of brass. 
And he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a target of brass between 
his shoulders. And the staff of his spear was like a weaver's beam ; 
and his spear's head weighed six hundred shekels of iron : and one bear- 
ing a shield went before him. And he stood and cried unto the armies 
of Israel, and said unto them, Why are ye come out to set your battle 
in array ? am not I a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul 1 choose you 
a man for you, and let him come down to me. If he be able to fight 
with me, and to kill me, then will we be your servants ; but if I prevail 
against him, and kill him, then shall ye be our servants, and serve us. 
And the Philistine said, I defy the armies of Israel this day ; give me a 
man, that we may fight together. When Saul and all Israel heard those 
words of the Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid. 

Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Beth-lehem-judah, 
whose name was Jesse; and he had eight sons: and the man went 
among men for an old man in the days of SauL And the three eldest 
sons of Jesse went and followed Saul to the battle : and the names of 
his three sons that went to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, and next 
imto him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. And David was the 
youngest: and the three eldest followed SauL But David went and 
returned from Saul to feed his father's sheep at Beth-lehem. And the 
Philistine drew near morning and evening, and presented himself forty 
days. And Jesse said imto David his son. Take now for thy brethren 
an ephah of this parched com, and these ten loaves, and run to the camp 
to thy brethren ; and carry these ten cheeses unto the captain of their 
thousand, and look how thy brethren fare, and take their pledge. Now 
Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, 
fighting with the Philistines. 

And David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep with a 
keeper, and took, and went, as Jesse had commanded him ; and he came 
to the trench, as the host was going forth to the fight, and shouted for 
the battle. For Israel and the Philistines had put the battle in array, 
army against army. And David left his carriage in the hand of the 
keeper of the carriage, and ran into the army, and came and saluted his 
brethren. And as he talked with them, behold, there came up the 
champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the armies 
of the Philistines, and spake according to the same words : and David 
heard them. And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled 
from him, and were sore afraid. And the men of Israel said, Have ye 
seen this man that is come up ? surely to defy Israel is he come up : and 
it shall be, that the man who killeth him, the king will enrich him with 
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great riches, and will give him his daughter, and make his father's house 
free in IsraeL And David spake to the men that stood by him, saying, 
What shall be done to the man that killeth this Philistine, and taketh 
away the reproach from Israel ? for who is this uncircumcised Philis- 
tine, that he should defy the armies of the living Qod ? And the people 
answered him after this manner, saying. So shall it be done to the man 
that killeth him. 

And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spake imto the men ; and 
Eliab's anger was kindled against David, and he said. Why camest thou 
down hither? and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the 
wilderness ? I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of thine heart ; for 
thou art come down that thou mightest see the battle. And David said. 
What have I now done ? Is there not a cause ? 

And he turned from him toward another, and spake after the same 
manner : and the people answered him again after the former manner. 
And when the words were heard which David spake, they rehearsed 
them before Saul : and he sent for him. 

And David said to Saul, Let no man's heart fail because of him ; thy 
servant will go and fight with this Philistine. And Saul said to David, 
Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him : for 
thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth. And David 
said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a 
lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock : and I went out after 
him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth : and when he 
arose against me, I caught him by his beard,*'and smote him, and slew 
him. Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear : and this imcircum- 
cised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies 
of the living God. David said moreover. The Lord that delivered me 
out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver 
me out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, 
and the Lord be with thee. 

And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an helmet of 
brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of maiL And 
David girded his sword upon his armour, and he assayed to go ; for he 
had not proved it. And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these ; 
for I have not proved them. And David put them off him. And he 
took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the 
brook, and put them in a shepherd's bag which he had, even in a scrip ; 
and his sling was in his hand : and he drew near to the Philistine. And 
the Philistine came on and drew near unto David ; and the man that 
bare the shield went before him. And when the Philistine looked 
about, and saw David, he disdained him : for he was but a youth, and 
ruddy, and of a fair countenance. 

And the Philistine said imto David, Am I a dog, that thou comest to 
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me with staves ? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. And 
the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto 
the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field. 

Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, 
and with a spear, and with a shield : but I come to thee in the name of 
the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast 
defied. This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand ; and I will 
smite thee, and take thine head from thee ; and I will give the carcases 
of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to 
the wild beasts of the earth ; that all the earth may know that there is 
a God in Israel And all this assembly shall know that the Lord saveth 
not with sword and spear : for the battle is the Lord's, and he will give 
you into our hands. 

And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew 
nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran toward the army to 
meet the Philistine. And David put his hand in his bag, and took 
thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, 
that the stone sunk into his forehead ; and he fell upon his face to the 
earth. So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a 
stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him ; but there was no sword 
in the hand of David. Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philis- 
tine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew 
him, and cut ofi* his head therewith. 

And when the Philistines saw their champion was dead, they fled. 
And the men of Israel and of Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued 
the Philistines, until thou come to the valley, and to the gates of Ekron. 
And the wounded of the Philistines feU down by the way to Shaaraim, 
even unto Gath, and unto Ekron. And the children of Israel returned 
from chasing after the Philistines, and they spoiled their tents. And 
David took the head of the Philistine, and brought it to Jerusalem ; but 
he put his armour in his tent. 

And when Saul saw David go forth against the Philistine, he said 
unto Abner, the captain of the host, Abner, whose son is this youth 1 
And Abner said. As thy soul liveth, O king, I cannot telL And the 
king said. Inquire thou whose son the stripling is. And as David re- 
turned from the slaughter of the Philistine, Abner took him, and brought 
him before Saul with the head of the Philistine in his hand. And Saul 
said to him. Whose son art thou, thou young man ? And David an- 
swered, I am the son of thy servant Jesse the Beth-lehemite. 
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AND it came to pass, when David had made an end of 8|)eaking unto 
Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, 
and Jonathan loved him as his own souL And Saul took him that day, 
and would let him go no more home to his father's house. Then Jona- 
than and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own souL 
And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave 
it to David, and his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to 
his girdle. 

And David went out whithersoever Saul sent him, and behaved him- 
self wisely : and Saul set him over the men of war, and he was accepted 
in the sight of all the people, and also in the sight of Saul's servants. 
And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from the 
slaughter of the Philistine, that the women came out of all cities of Is- 
rael, singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, 
and with instruments of music And the women answered one another 
as they played, and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his 
ten thousands. And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased 
him ; and he said. They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to 
me they have ascribed but thousands : and what can he have more but 
the kingdom ? And Saul eyed David from that day and forward. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit from Gkxi 
came upon Saul, and he prophesied in the midst of the house : and David 
played with his hand, as at other times : and there was a javelin in 
Saul's hand. And Saul cast the javelin ; for he said, I will smite David 
even to the wall with it. And David avoided out of his presence twice. 

And Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with him, and 
was departed from Saul. Therefore Saul removed him from him, and 
made him his captain over a thousand ; and he went out and came in 
before the people. And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways ; 
and the Lord was with him. Wherefore when Saul saw that he be- 
haved himself very wisely, he was afraid of him. But all Israel and 

Judah loved David, because he went out and came in before them 

And Saul gave him Michal his daughter to wife. 

And Saul saw and knew that the Lord was with David, and that 
Michal Saul's daughter loved Imn. And Saul was yet the more afraid 
of David ; and Saul became David's enemy continually. 

And Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, that they 
should kill David. But Jonathan Saul's son delighted much in David : 
and Jonathan told David, saying, Saul my father seeketh to kill thee : 



170 DAVID AND JONATHAN. 

now therefore, I pray thee, take heed to thyself until the morning, and 
abide in a secret place, and hide thyself : and I will go out and stand 
beside my father in the field where thou art, and I will .conmiune with 
my father of thee ; and what I see, that I will tell thee. 

And Jonathan spake good of David imto Saul his father, akd said 
unto him, Let not the king sin against his servant, against David ; be- 
cause he hath not sinned against thee, and because his works have been 
to thee- ward very good : for he did put his life in his hand, and slew the 
Philistine, and the Lord wrought a great salvation for all Israel : thou 
sawest it, and didst rejoice : wherefore then wilt thou sin against inno- 
cent blood, to slay David without a cause ? And Saul hearkened unto 
the voice of Jonathan : and Saul sware. As the Lord liveth, he shall not 
be slain. And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan shewed him all 
those things. And Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he was in his 
presence, as in times past 

And there was war again : and David went out, and fought with the 
Philistines, and slew them with a great slaughter ; and they fled from 
him. And the evil spirit from the Lord was upon Saul, as he sat in 
his house with his javelin in his hand : and David played with his hand. 
And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with the javelin ; but 
he slipped away out of Saul's presence, and he smote the javelin into the 
wall : and David fled, and escaped that night. Saul also sent^nessengers 
unto David's house, to watch him, and to slay him in the morning : and 
Michal David's wife told him, saying, K thou save not thy life to-night, 
to morrow thou shalt be slain. 

So Michal let David down through a window : and he went, and fled, 
and escaped. And Michal took an image, and laid it in the bed, and 
put a pillow of goats' hair for his bolster, and covered it with a doth. 
And when Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, He is sick. 
And Saul sent the messengers again to see David, saying, Bring him up 
to me in the bed, that I may slay him. And when the messengers were 
come in, behold, there was an image in the b^, with a pillow of goats' 
hair for his bolster. And Saul said unto Michal, Why hast thou deceived 
me so, and sent away mine enemy, that he is escaped ? And Michal 
answered Saul, He said unto me. Let me go ; why should I kill thee ? 

So David fled, and escaped, and came to Samuel to Eamah, and told 
him all that Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel went and 
dwelt in Naioth. And it was told Saul, saying, Behold, David is at 
Naioth in Bamah. And Saul sent messengers to take David 

And David fled from Naioth in Bamah, and ^^ame and said before 
Jonathan, What have I done? what is mine iniquity? and what is my 
sin before thy father, that he seeketk my life? And he said unto him, 
God forbid i thou shalt not die : behold, my father will do nothing 
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either great or small, but that he will shew it me : and why should my 
father hide this thing from me? it is not so. And David sware more- 
over, and said, Thy father certainly knoweth that I have found grace in 
thine eyes ; and he saith, Let not Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved : 
but truly as the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, there is but a step 
between me and death. Then said Jonathan unto David, Whatsoever 
thy soul desireth, I will even do it for thee. And David said unto 
Jonathan, Behold, to morrow is the new moon, and I should not fail to 
sit with the king at meat : but let me go, that I may hide myself in the 
field unto the third day at even. If thy father at all miss me, then say, 
David earnestly asked leave of me that he might run to Beth-lehem his 
city : for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all the family. If he say 
thus. It is well ; thy servant shall have peace : but if he be very wroth, 
then be sure that evil is determined by him. Therefore thou shalt deal 
kindly with thy servant ; for thou hast brought thy servant into a cove- 
nant of the Lord with thee : notwithstanding, if there be in me iniquity, 
slay me thyself; for why shouldest thou bring me to thy father? And 
Jonathan said, Far be it from thee : for if I knew certainly that evil 
were determined by my father to come upon thee, then would not I tell 
it thee? Then said David to Jonathan, Who shall tell me? or what if 
thy father answer thee roughly? 

And Jonathan said unto David, Come, and let us go out into the field. 
And they went out both of them into the field. And Jonathan said 
unto David, Lord God of Israel, when I have sounded my father 
about to morrow any time, or the third day, and, behold, if there be 
good toward David, and I then send not unto thee, and shew it thee ; 
the Lord do so and much more to Jonathan : but if it please my father 
to do thee evil, then I will shew it thee, and send thee away, that thou 
m&jesst go in peace : and the Lord be with thee, as he hath been with 
my father. And thou shalt not only while yet I live shew me the kind- 
ness of the Lord, that I die not : but also thou shalt not cut off thy 
kindness from my house for ever : no, not when the Lord hath cut off 
the enemies of David every one from the face of the earth. So Jonathan 
made a covenant with the house of David, saying, Let the Lord even 
require it at the hand of David's enemies. And Jonathan caused David 
to swear again, because he loved him : for he loved him as he loved his 
own souL 

Then Jonathan said to David, To morrow is the new moon : and thou 
shalt be missed, because thy seat will be empty. And when thou hast 
stayed three days, then thou shalt go down quickly, and come to the 
place where *thou didst hide thyself when the business was in hand, and 
shalt remain by the stone Ezel. And I will shoot three arrows on the 
side thereof, as though I shot at a mark. And, behold, I wHl send a 
lad, saying, Go, find out the arrows. If I expressly say unto the lad, 
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Behold, the arrows are on this side of thee, take them ; then oome thou : 
for there is peace to thee, and no hurt ; as the Lord liveth. But if I 
say thus unto the young man. Behold, the arrows are beyond thee ; go 
thy way : for the Lord hath sent thee away. And as touching t^e 
matter which thou and I have spoken of, behold, the Lord be between 
thee and me for ever. 

So David hid himself in the field : and when the new moon was come, 
the king sat him down to eat meat. And the king sat upon his seat, as 
at other times, even upon a seat by the wall : and Jonathan arose, and 
Abner sat by SauPs side, and David's place was empty. Nevertheless 
Saul spake not any thing that day: for he thought. Something hath 
befallen him, he is not clean ; surely he is not clean. And it came to 
pass on the morrow, which was the second day of the month, that 
David's place was empty : and Saul said unto Jonathan his son. Where- 
fore Cometh not the son of Jesse to meat, neither yesterday nor to day? 
And Jonathan answered Saul, David earnestly asked leave of me to go 
to Beth-lehem : and he said, Let me go, I pray thee ; for our family hath 
a sacrifice in the city ; and my brother, he hath commanded me to be 
there : and now, if I have found favour in thine eyes, let me get away, 
I pray thee, and see my brethren. Therefore he cometh not unto the 
king's table. Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he 
said unto him, Thou son of the perverse rebellious woman, do not I 
know that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine own confusion ? 
For as long as the son of Jesse liveth upon the groimd, thou shalt not 
be establislied, nor thy kingdom. Wherefore now send and fetch him 
unto me, for he shall surely die. And Jonathan answered Saul his 
father, and said unto him. Wherefore shall he be slain? what hath he 
done ? And Saul cast a javelin at him to smite him : whereby Jonathan 
knew that it was determined of his father to slay David. So Jonathan 
arose from the table in fierce anger, and did eat no meat the second day 
of the mouth : for he was grieved for David, because his father had done 
him shame. 

And it came to pass in the morning, that Jonathan went out into the 
field at the time appointed with David, and a little lad with him. And 
he said unto his lad, Bun, find out now the arrows which I shoot. And 
as tlie lad ran, he shot an arrow beyond him. And when the lad was 
come to the place of the arrow which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried 
after the lad, and said. Is not the arrow beyond thee? And Jonathan 
cried after the lad. Make speed, haste, stay not* And Jonathan's lad 
gathered up the arrows, and came to his master. But the lad knew not 
any thing : only Jonathan and David knew the matter. And Jonathan 
gave his artillery unto his lad, and said unto him, GK), carry them to 
the city. 

And as soon as the lad was gone, David arose out of a place towaid 
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the south, and fell on his face to the ground, and bowed himself three 
times : and they kissed one another, and wept one with another, until 
David exceeded. And Jonathan said to David, Go in peace, forasmuch 
as we have sworn both of us in the name of the Lord, saying, The Lord 
be between me and thee, and between my seed and thy seed for ever. 
And he arose and departed : and Jonathan went into the city. 
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DAVID departed, and escaped to the cave Adullam : and when liis 
brethren and all. his father's house heard it, they went down 
thither to him. And every one that was in distress, and every one that 
was in debt, and every one that was discontented, gathered themselves 
unto him ; and he became a captain over them : and there were with 
him about four hundred men. 

And David went thence to Mizpeh of Moab : and he said unto the 
king of Moab, Let my father and my mother, I pray thee, come forth, 
and be with you, till I know what God will do for me. And he brought 
them before the king of Moab : and they dwelt with him all the while 
that David was in the hold. 

And the prophet Gad said imto David, Abide not in the hold ; depart, 
and get thee into the land of Judah. Then David departed, and came 
into the forest of Hareth 

Then they told David, saying. Behold, the Philistines fight against 
Keilah, and they rob the threshingfloors. Therefore David inquired of 
the Lord, saying. Shall I go and smite these Philistines ? And the Lord 
said unto David, Go, and smite the Philistines, and save Keilah. And 
David's men said unto him. Behold, we be afraid here in Judah : how 
much more then if we come to Keilah against the armies of the PhiHs- 
tines ? Then David inquired of the Lord yet again. And the Lord 
answered him and said. Arise, go down to Keilah ; for I will deliver the 
Philistines into thine hand. So David and his men went to Keilah, and 
fought with the Philistines, and brought away their cattle, and smote 
them with a great slaughter. So David saved the inhabitants of Keilah. 
And it came to pass, when Abiathar the son of Ahimelech fled to David 
to Keilah, that he came down with an ephod in his hand. 

And it was told Saul that David was come to Keilah. And Saul said, 
God hath delivered him into mine hand ; for he is shut in, by entering 
into a town that hath gates and bars. And Saul called all the people 
together to war, to go down to Keilah, to besiege David and his men. 

And David knew that Saul secretly practised mischief against him ; 
and he said to Abiathar the priest, Bring hither the ephod. Then said 



174 DAVID PURSUED BY SAUL. 

David, Lord Crod of Israel, thy servant hath oertainly heard that Saul 
seeketh to come to Keilah, to destroy the dty for my sake. Will the 
men of Keilah deliver me up into his hand ? will Sanl oome dofwn, as thy 
servant hath heard 7 O Lord €rod of Israel^ I beseech thee, teU thy sei^ 
vant. And the Lord said. He will come down, llien said David, Will 
the men of Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand of Saol? And 
the Lord said, They will deliver thee up. 

Then David and his men, which were about six hundred, arose and 
departed out of Keilah, and went whithersoever they could ga And it 
was told Saul that David was escaped from Keilah ; and he f orbaie to 
go forth. And David abode in the wilderness in strong holds, and re- 
mained in a mountain in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sou^t him 
every day, but Gk>d delivered him not into his hand. And David saw 
that Saul was come out to seek his life : and David was in the wilder- 
ness of Ziph in a wood. 

And Jonathan Saul's son arose, and went to David into the wood, and 
strengthened his hand in Grod. And he said unto him. Fear not : for 
the band of Saul my father shall not find thee ; and thou shalt be king 
over Israel, and I shall be next imto thee; and that also Saul my father 
knoweth. And they two made a covenant before the Lord: and David 
abode in the wood, and Jonathan went to his house 

But David and his men were in the wilderness of Maon, in the plain 
on the south of Jeshimon. Saul also and his men went to seek him. 
And they told David : wherefore he came down into a rock, and abode 
in the wilderness of Maon. And when Saul heard that, he pursued after 
David in the wilderness of Maon. And Saul went on this side of the 
mountain, and David and his men on that side of the mountain : and 
David made haste to get away for fear of Saul ; for Saul and his men 
compassed David and his men round about to take them. 

But there came a messenger imto Saul, saying. Haste thee, and come ; 
for the Philistines have invaded the land. Wherefore Saul returned 
from pursuing after David, and went against the Philistines : therefore 
they called that place Sela-hammahlekoth> 

And David went up from thence, and dwelt in strong holds at En-gedL 

And it came to pass, when Saul was returned from following the 
Philistines, that it was told him, saying. Behold, David is in the wilder- 
ness of En-gedi. Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all 
Israel, and went to seek David and his men upon the rocks of the wild 
goats. And he came to the sheepcotes by the way, where was a cave ; 
and Saul went in to cover his feet : and David and his men remained in 
the sides of the cave. And the men of David said unto him, Behold the 
day of which the Lord said unto thee. Behold, I will deliver thine enemy 
into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as it shall seem good imto 
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thee. Then David arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul's robe privily. And 
it came to pass afterward, that David's heart smote him, because he had 
cut off Saul's skirt And he said unto his men, The Lord forbid that I 
should do this thing unto my master, the Lord's anointed, to stretch forth 
mine hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the Lord. So David 
stayed his servants "with these words, and suffered them not to rise 
against SauL But Saul rose up out of the cave, and went on his way. 
David also arose afterward, and went out of the cave, and cried after 
Saul, saying. My lord the king. And when Saul looked behind him, 
David stooped with his face to the earth, and bowed himself. 

And David said to Saul, Wherefore hearest thou men's words, saying, 
Behold, David seeketh thy hurt ? Behold, this day thine eyes have seen 
how that the Lord had delivered thee to day into mine hand in the cave: 
and some bade me kiU thee: but mine eye spared thee; and I said, I will 
not put forth mine hand against my lord ; for he is the Lord's anointed. 
Moreover, my father, see, yea, see the skirt of thy robe in my hand : for 
in that I cut off the skirt of thy robe, and killed thee not, know thou and 
see that there is neither evil nor transgression in mine hand, and I have 
not sinned against thee; yet thou huntest my soul to take it. The Lord 
judge between me and thee, and the Lord avenge me of thee : but mine 
hand shall not be upon thee. As saith the proverb of the ancients, 
Wickedness proceedeth from the wicked : but mine hand shall not be 
upon thee. After whom is the king of Israel come out ? after whom 
dost thou pursue? after a dead dog, after a flea. The Lord therefore be 
judge, and judge between me and thee, and see, and plead my cause, and 
deliver me out of thine hand. 

And it came to paas, when David had made an end of speaking these 
words unto Saul, that Saul said, Is this thy voice, my son David? And 
Saul lifted up his voice, and wept. And he said to David, Thou art 
more righteous than I : for thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I have 
rewarded thee evil. And thou hast shewed this day how that thou hast 
dealt well with me : forasmuch as when the Lord had delivered me into 
thine hand, thou killedst me not. For if a man And his enemy, will he 
let him go well away ? wherefore the Lord reward thee good for that 
thou hast done unto me this day. And now, behold, I know well that 
thou shalt surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be estab- 
lished in thine hand. Swear now therefore unto me by the Lord, that 
thou wilt not cut off my seed after me, and that thou wilt not destroy my 
name out of my father's house. And David sware unto SauL And 
Saul went home; but David and his men gat them up unto the hold 

And the Ziphites came unto Saul to Gibeah, saying, Doth not David 
hide himself in the hill of Hachilah, which is before Jeshimon ? Then 
Saul arose, and went down to the wilderness of Ziph, having three thou- 
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sand chosen men of Israel with him, to seek David in the wilderness of 
Ziph. And Saul pitched in the hill of Hachilah, which is before Jeshi- 
mon, by the way. But David abode in the wilderness, and he saw that 
Saul came after him into the wilderness. David therefore sent out spies, 
and understood that Saul was come in very d^d. 

And David arose, and came to the place where Saul had pitched: and 
David beheld the place where Saul lay, and Abner the son of Ner, the 
captain of his host : and Saul lay in the trench, and the people pitched 
round about him. Then answered David and said to Ahimelech the 
Hittite, and to Abishai the son of Zeruiah, brother to Joab, saying. Who 
will go down with me to Saul to the camp ? And Abishai said, I will 
go down with thee. So David and Abishai came to the people by night: 
and, behold, Saul lay sleeping within the trench, and his spear stuck in 
the ground at his bolster : but Abner and the people lay round about 
him. Then said Abishai to David, God hath delivered thine enemy into 
thine hand ^his day : now therefore let me smite him, I pray thee, with 
the spear even to the earth at once, and I will not smite him the second 
time. And David said to Abishai, Destroy him not : for who can stretch 
forth his hand against the Lord's anointed, and be guiltless ? David said 
furthermore, As the Lord liveth, the Lord shall smite him ; or his day 
shall come to die; or he shall descend into battle, and perish. The Lord 
forbid that I should stretch forth mine hand against the Lord's anointed: 
but, I pray thee, take thou now the spear that is at his bolster, and the 
cruse of water, and let us go. So David took the spear and the cruse of 
water from Saul's bolster ; and they gat them away, and no man saw it^ 
nor knew it, neither awaked : for they were all asleep ; because a deep 
sleep from the Lord was fallen upon them. 

Then David went over to the other side, and stood on liie top of an 
hill afar off; a great space being between them : and David cried to the 
people, and to Abner the son of Ner, saying, Answerest thou not, Abner? 
Then Abner answered and said. Who art thou that criest to the king ? 
And David said to Abner, Art not thou a valiant man ? and who is like 
to thee in Israel ? wherefore then hast thou not kept thy lord the king ? 
for there came one of the people in to destroy the king thy lord. This 
thing is not good that thou hast done. As the Lord liveth, ye are 
worthy to die, because ye have not kept your master, the Lord's an- 
ointed. And now see where the king's spear is, and the cruse of water 
that was at his bolster. And Saul knew David's voice, and said, Is this 
thy voice, my son David ? And David said, It is my voice, my lord, O 
king. And he said. Wherefore doth my lord thus pursue after his ser- 
vant? for what have I done? or what evil is in mine hand? Now 
therefore, I pray thee, let my lord the king hear the words of his servant. 
If the Lord have stirred thee up against me, let him accept an offering : 
but if they be the children of men, cursed be they before the Lord ; for 



THE STOBY OF NABAL AND HIS WIFE ABIGAIL. 177 

they have driven me out this day from abiding in the inheritance of the 
Lord, saying, Go, serve other gods. Now therefore, let not my blood 
fall to the earth before the face of the Lord : for the king of Israel is 
come out to seek a flea, as when one doth hunt a partridge in the moun- 
tains. 

Then said Saul, I have sinned : return, my son David : for I will no 
more do thee harm, because my soul was precious in thine eyes this day: 
behold, I have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly. And David 
answered and said. Behold the king's spear ! and let one of the young 
men come over and fetch it. The Lord render to every man his right- 
eousness and his faithfulness: for the Lord delivered thee into my hand 
to day, but I would not stretdi forth mine hand against the Lord's 
anointed. And, behold, as thy life was much set by this day in mine 
eyes, so let my life be much set by in the eyes of the Lord, and let him 
deliver me out of all tribulation. Then Saul said to David, Blessed be 
thou, my son David : thou shalt both do great things, and also shalt still 
prevail So David went on his way, and Saul returned to his place. 
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AND Samuel died; and all the Israelites were gathered together, and 
lamented him, and buried him in his house at Eamah. And David 
arose, and went down to the wilderness of Paran. And there was a man 
in Maon, whose possessions were in Carmel; and the man was very 
great, and he had three thousand sheep, and a thousand goats : and he 
was shearing his sheep in Carmel. Now the name of the man was 
Nabal; and the name of his wife Abigail: and she was a woman of good 
understanding, and of a beautiful countenance: but the man was churlish 
and evil in his doings ; and he was of the house of Caleb. 

And David heard in the wilderness that Nabal did shear his sheep. 
And David sent out ten young men, and David said imto the young men. 
Get you up to Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet him in my name: and 
thus shaU ye say to him that liveth in prosperity. Peace be both to thee, 
and peace be to thine house, and peace be unto bM that thou hast And 
now I have heard that thou hast shearers : now thy shepherds which 
were with us, we hurt them not, neither was there ought missing unto 
them, all the while they were in Carmel. Ask thy young men, and they 
will shew thee. Wherefore let the young men find favour in thine eyes: 
for we come in a good day : give, I pray thee, whatsoever cometh to 
thine hand unto thy servants, and to thy son David. And when David's 
young men came, they spake to Nabal according to all those words in the 
pame of David, and ceased 

m 
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And Nabal aus^'ered David's servants, and said. Who is Dtavid I and 
who iH the mm of «Te88e? there be many servants now a days tbat Iveak 
away ovory man fn>m his master. Shall I then take my txead, and 
my water, and my flesh that I have killed for my shearefs, and give it 
\into men« whom I know not whence they be ? So David's joong men 
tu nun) their way, an<V went again, and came and told him aD those say- 
ings. And David said unto his men, Gird ye on every man his swoid 
And tJiey girtitni on every man his sword ; and David also girded on his 
Hwonl : and therv went up after David about four hundred men; and 
twi> hundreii ab<Hle by the stuff. 

But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, saying. Behold, 
David M»nt meminigers out of the wilderness to salute our master; and 
he railed on them. But the men were very good unto us, and we were 
not luirt, neit))er misaeil we any thing, as long as we were conversant 
with them, when we were in the fields: they were a wall unto ns both 
by night and day, all tlie while we were with them keeping the sheepi 
Now therefore know and consider what thou wilt do; for evil is deter- 
miniHi against o\ir master, and against all his household : for he is such 
a son of Belial, that a man cannot speak to him. 

Then Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and two 
bottles of wine, luul tive sheep ready dressed, and five measures of 
l^areluHl (H>rn, and an hundreii clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes 
of tigs, and laid them on asses. And she said unto her servants, Go on 
lH>foiv me ; Itehold, I ci>me after you. But she told not her husband 
Nalvvl. And it wt^s so, as she rode on the ass, that she came down by 
the covert of tl\e hill, and, behold, David and his men came down against 
hor; and she met tliem. Now David had said. Surely in vain have I kept 
all tliat this follow hath in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed 
of all that perttiineil unto him : and he hath requited me evil for good. 
So and more also do Goil unto the enemies of David, if I leave of all 
that pertain to him by the morning light any male. And when Abigail 
wiw Dand, she htisted, and lighted off the ass, and feU before David on 
her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and fell at his feet, and said. 
Upon me, my lord, upon me let tliis iniquity be : and let thine hand- 
maid, I pray thee, speak in thine audience, and hear the words of thine 
handmaid. Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of Belial, 
even Nabal : for as his name is, so is he ; Nabal is his name, and folly is 
with him : but I thine handmaid saw not the young men of my lord, 
whom thou didst send. Now therefore, my lord, as the Lord liveth, 
and as thy soul liveth, seeing the Lord hath withholden thee from com- 
ing to shed blood, and from avenging thyself with thine own hand, now 
let thine enemies, and they that seek evil to my lord, be as NabaL 
And now this blessing, which thine handmaid hath brought unto my 
lord, let it even be given unto the young men that follow my lord. J 
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pray thee, forgive the trespass of thine handmaid : for the Lord will 
certainly make my lord a sure house ; because my lord fighteth the 
battles of the Lord, and evil hath not been found in thee all thy days. 
Yet a man is risen to pursue thee, and to seek thy soul : but the soul of 
my lord shall be bound in the bundle of life with the Lord thy God ; 
and the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out, as out of the 
middle of a sling. And it shall come to pass, when the Lord shall have 
done to my lord according to all the good that he hath spoken concern- 
ing thee, and shall have appointed thee ruler over Israel ; that this shall 
be no grief unto thee, nor offence of heart unto my lord, either that thou 
hast shed blood causeless, or that my lord hath avenged himself : but 
when the Lord shall have dealt well with my lord, then remember thine 
handmaid. 

And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, which 
sent thee this day to meet me : and blessed be thy advice, and blessed 
be thou, which hast kept me this day from coming to shed blood, and 
from avenging myself with mine own hand. For in very deed, as tlie 
Lord Grod of Israel liveth, which hath kept me back from hurting thee, 
except thou hadst hasted and come to meet me, surely there had not 
been left unto Nabal by the morning light any male. 

So David received of her hand that which she had brought him, and 
said unto her. Go up in peace to thine house ; see, I have hearkened to 
thy voice, and have accepted thy person. 

And Abigail came to Nabal ; and, behold, he held a feast in his house, 
like the feast of a king; and Nabal's heart was merry within him, for 
he was very drunken: wherefore she told him nothing, less or more, 
until the morning light. But it came to pass in the morning, when the 
wine was gone out of Nabal, and his wife had told him these things, 
that his heart died within him, and he became as a stone. And it came 
to pass about ten days after, that the Lord smote Nabal, that he died. 

And when David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, Blessed be the 
Lord, that hath pleaded the cause of my reproach from the hand of 
Nabal, and hath kept his servant from evil : for the Lord hath returned 
the wickedness of Nabal upon his own head. And David sent and com- 
muned with Abigail, to taJce her to him to wife. And when the ser- 
vants of David were come to Abigail to Carmel, they spake unto her, 
saying, David sent us unto thee, to take thee to him to wife. And she 
arose, and bowed herself on her face to the earth, and said. Behold, let 
thine handmaid be a servant to wash the feet of the servants of my lord. 
And Abigail hasted, and arose, and rode upon an ass, with five damsels 
of hers that went after her ; and she went after the messengers of David, 
and became his wife. 



lao THE WITCH OF EN-DOR. 



THE WITCH OF EN-DOR. 

NOW Samuel was dead, aud all Israel had lamented him, and bmied 
him iu Hamah, even in his own city. And Saul had put away 
tluiae that had fwMiliar spirits, aud the wizards, out of the land. And 
the Vhilistiues gathereil themselves together, and came and pitched in 
Shuutnu: and Saul gathered all Israel together, and they pitched in 
UiUnia. Aud when Saul saw the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, 
and bii> heax*t greatly trembled. And when Saul inquired of the Lord, 
the Li>Ki> auswouHi him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by 
j«\>l>hets. 

Then 8aiil Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath a famil- 
ial* spirit, tliat I may go to her, and inquire of her. And his servants 
aaid to him, Behokl, there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit at 
Ku-dia\ 

Auil Saul disgui^ himself, and put on other raunent, and he went, 
and two men with him, and they came to the woman by night : and he 
»aiil, 1 pi*ay thee, divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me 
him up whiun i sliall name unto thee. And the woman said unto him, 
Behind, thim kuowest what Stud hath done, how he hath cut off those 
that have familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land : wherefore 
then layest thou a snai*e for my life, to cause me to die ? And Saul 
awaiv to her by the Lohp, saying. As the Lord liveth, there shall no 
puuishmeikt hap|H>n to thee for this thing. Then said the woman, 
Whom shall I biing up unto thee ? And he said. Bring me up SamueL 
And when the wom^n saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice : and the 
woiman spake to Saul, saying, Why hast thou deceived me ? for thou art 
Saul. Aud the king said \mto her. Be not afraid : for what sawest 
thou ? And the woman said imto Saul, I saw gods ascending out of the 
fftrth. And he said unto her, What form is he of ? And she said. An 
old man cometh up ; and he is covered with a mantle. And Saul per- 
ceiveil that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground, 
and boweil himself. 

And Samuel said to Saul, WTiy hast thou disquieted me, to bring me 
up ? And Saul answered, I am sore distressed ; for the Philistines 
make war against me, and God is departed from me, and answereth me 
no more, neither by jxrophets, nor by tlreams : therefore I have called 
thee, that thou mayest make known imto me what I shall da Then 
said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the Lord is 
departed from thee, and is become thine enemy ? And the Lord hath 
done to him, as he spake by me : for the XipRD hath rent the kingdom 
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out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, even to David : 
because thou obeyedst not the voice of the Lord, i^or executedst his 
fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore hath the Lord done this thing unto 
thee this day. Moreover the Lord will also deliver Israel with thee 
into the hand. of the Philistines : and to morrow ahalt thou and thy sons 
be with me : the Lord also shall deliver the host of Israel into the hand 
of the Philistines. Then Saul fell straightway all along on the earth, 
and was sore afraid, because of the words of Samuel : and there was no 
strength in him ; for he had eaten no bread all 1^ day, nor all the 
night. 

And the woman came unto Saul, and saw that he was sore troubled, 
and said unto him, Behold, thine handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and 
I have put my life in my hand, and have hearkened unto thy words 
which thou spakest unto me. Now therefore, I pray thee, hearken 
thou also uiito the voice of thine handmaid, and let me set a morsel of 
bread before thee ; and eat, that thou mayest have strength, when thou 
goest on thy way. But he refused, and said, I will not eat. But his 
servants, together with the woman, compelled him ; and he hearkened 
unto their voice. So he arose from the earth, and sat upon the bed. 
And the woman had a fat calf in the house ; and she hasted, and killed 
it, and took flour, and kneaded it, and did bake imleavened bread 
thereof : and she brought it before Saul, and before his servants ; and* 
they did eat. Then they rose up, and went away that night. 
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NOW the Philistines fought against Israel : and the men of Israel 
fled from before the Philistines, and fell d©wn slain in mount 
Gilboa. And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and upon his 
sons: and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Melchi- 
shua, Saul's sods. And the battle went sore against Saul, and the 
archers hit him ; and he was sore wounded of the archers. Then said 
Saul unto his armourbearer. Draw thy sword, and thrust me through 
therewith ; lest these uncircumcised come and thrust me through, and 
abuse me. But his armourbearer would not; for he was sore afraid. 
Therefore Saul took a sword, and fell upon it. And when his armour- 
bearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell likewise upon his sword, and died 
with him. So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armourbearer, and 
all his men, that same day together. 

And when the men of Israel that were od the other side of the valley, 
and they that were on the other side Jordan, saw that the men of Israel 
fled, and that Saul and his sons were dead, they forsook the cities, and 
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fled ; and the Philistines came and dwelt in them. And it came to pass 
on the morrow, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, that they 
found Saul and his three sons fallen in mount Gilboa. And they cut off 
his head, and stripped off his armour, and sent into the land of the 
Philistines round about, to publish it in the house of their idols, and 
among the people. And they put his armour in the house of Ashtaroth : 
and they fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan. 

And when the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard of that which the 
Philistines had done to Saul ; all the valiant men arose, and went all 
night, and took the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall 
of Beth-shan, and came to Jabesh, and burnt them there. And they 
took their bones, and buried them, under a tree at Jabesh, and fasted 
seven days. 

Now it came to pass after the death of Saul, when David was returned 
from the slaughter of the Amalekites, and David had abode two days in 
Ziklag ; it came even to pass on the third day, that, behold, a man came 
out of the camp from Saul with his clothes rent, and earth upon his 
head : and so it was, when he came to David, that he fell to the earth, 
and did obeisance. 

And David said unto him. From whence comest thou ? And he said 
unto him, Out of the camp of Israel am I escaped. And David said 
unto him. How went the matter? I pray thee, tell me. And he 
answered. That the people are fled from the battle, and many of the 
people also are fallen and dead ; and Saul and Jonathan his son are dead 
also. And David said unto the young man that told him. How knowest 
thou that Saul and Jonathan his son be dead 1 And the young man 
that told him said, As I happened by chance upon mount Gilboa, behold, 
Saul leaned upon his spear ; and, lo, the chariots and horsemen followed 
hard after him. And when he looked behind him, he saw me, and called 
unto me. And I answered, Here am I. And he said unto me, Who art 
thou ? And I answered him, I am an Amalekite. He said unto me 
again, Stand, I pray thee, upon me, and slay me : for anguish is come 
upon me, because my life is yet whole in me. So I stood upon him, and 
slew him, because I was sure that he could not live after that he was 
fallen : and I took the crown that was upon his head, and the bracelet 
that was on his arm, and have brought them hither un#o my lord. 

Then David took hold on his clothes, and rent them ; and likewise aU 
the men that were with him : and they mourned, and wept, and fasted 
until even, for Saul, and for Jonathan his son, and for the people of the 
Lord, and for the house of Israel; because they were fallen by the 
sword. 

And David said unto the young man that told him. Whence art thou ? 
And he answered, I am the son of a stranger, an Amalekite. And 
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David said unto him, How wast thou not afraid to stretch forth thine 
hand to destroy the Lord's anointed ? And David called one of the 
young men, and said, Go near, and fall upon him. And he smote him 
that he died. And David said unto him, Thy blood be upon thy head ; 
for thy mouth hath testified against thee, saying, I have slain the Lord's 
anointed. 

And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Joua- 
than his son: 

The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places : 
How are the mighty fallen ! 

Tell it not in Gath, — ^publish it not in the streets of Askelou ; 
Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, 
Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph. 

Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, 
Neither let there be rain, upon you, nor fields of offerings : . 
For there the shield of the mighty is vilely cast away, 
The shield of Saul as though he had not been anointed with oil. 

From the blood of the slain, — from the fat of the mighty, 
The bow of Jonathan turned not back. 
And the sword of Saul returned not empty. 

Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in theii* lives. 
And in their death they were not divided : 
They were swifter than eagles, — they were stronger than lion«. 

Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, 
Who clothed you in scarlet, with other delights, 
Who put on ornaments of gold upon your apparel.. 

How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle ! 
O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high places. 

I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan : 
Very pleasant hast thou been imto mp : 
Thy love to me was wonderful, — ^passing the love of women. 

How are the mighty fallen, — ^and the weapons of war perished ! 
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AND it came to pass that David inquired of the Lord, saying, Shall 
I go up into any of the cities of Judah? And the Lord said unto 
him, Go up. And David said. Whither shall I go up ? And he said. 
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Unto Hebron. So David went up thither, and his two wives. And his 
men that were with him did David bring up, every man with his house- 
hold : and they dwelt in the cities of Hebron. And the men of Judab 
came, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah. 

But Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul's host, took Ish-bosheth the 
son of Saul, and brought him over to Mahanaim ; and made him king 
over Gilead, and over the Ashurites, and over Jezreel, and over Eph- 
raim, and over Benjamin, and over all Israel. Ish-bosheth Saul's son 
was forty yeiirs old when he began to reign over Israel, and reigned two 
years. But the house of Judah followed David. 

Now there was long war between the house of Saul and the house of 
David : but David waxed stronger and stronger, and the house of Saul 
waxed weaker and weaker 

And when Saul's son heard that Abner was dead in Hebron, his hands 
were feeble, and all the Israelites were troubled. And Saul's son had 
two men that were captains of bands : the name of the one was Baanah, 
and the name of the other Bechab. And the sons of Eimmon the Beero- 
thite, Bechab and Baanah, went, and came about the heat of the day to 
the house of Ish-bosheth, who lay on a bed at noon. And they came 
thither into the midst of the house, as though they would have fetched 
wheat ; and they smote him under the fifth rib : and Bechab and Baanah 
his brother escaped. For when they came into the house, he lay on his 
bed in his bedchamber, and tliey smote him, and slew him, and beheaded 
him, and took his head, and gat them away through the plain all night. 
And they brought the head of Ish-bosheth imto David to Hebron, and 
said to the king, Behold the head of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul thine 
enemy, which sought thy life : and the Lord hath avenged my lord the 
king this day of Saul, and of his seed. 

And David answered Bechab and Baanah his brother, the sons of 
Bimmon the Beerothite, and said unto them. As the Lord liveth, who 
hath redeemed my soul out of all adversity, when one told me/ saying. 
Behold, SauL is dead, thinking to have brought good tidings, I took hold 
of him, and slew him in Ziklag, who thought ^at I would have given 
him a reward for his tidings : how much more, when wicked men have 
slain a righteous person in his own house upon his bed ? shall I not 
therefore now require his blood of your hand, and take you away from 
the earth ? And David commanded his young men, and they slew them, 
and cut off their hands and their feet, and hanged them up over the pool 
in Hebron. But they took the head of Ish-bosheth, and buried it in the 
sepulchre of Abner in Hebron. 

Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto Hebron, and spake, 
saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. Also in time past, when 
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Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest out and broughteet in 
Israel : and the Lord said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, 
and thou shalt be a captain over Israel So all the elders of Israel 
came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a league with 
them in Hebron before the Lord : and they anointed David king over 
IsraeL 

David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
forty years. In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six 
months : and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty and three years over all 
Israel and Judah. And David went on, and grew great, and the Lord 
God of hosts was with him. 

And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees, 
and carpenters, and masons : and they built David an house. And 
David perceived that the Lord had established him king over Israel, 
and that he had exalted his kingdom for his people Israel's sake. 

But when the Philistines heajrd that they had anointed David king 
over Israel, all the Philistines came up to seek David ; and David heard 
of it, and went down to the hold. The Philistines also came and spread 
themselves in the valley of Rephaim. And David inquired of the Lord, 
saying, Shall I go up to the Philistines ? wilt thou deliver them into 
mine hand ? And the Lord said unto David, Gro up : for I will doubt- 
less deliver the Philistines into thine hand. And David came to Baal- 
perazim, and David smote them there, and said. The Lord hath broken 
forth upon mine enemies before me, as the breach of waters. Therefore 
he called the name of that place Baal-perazim. And there they left their 
images, and David and his men burned them. 

And the Philistines came up yet again, and spread themselves in the 
vaUey of Bephaim. And when David inquired of the Lord, he said, 
Thou shalt not go up ; but fetch a compass behind them, and come upon 
them over against the mulberry trees. And let it be, when thou hear- 
est the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then 
thou shalt bestir thyself : for then shall the Lord go out before thee, to 
smite the host of the Philistines. And David did so, as the Lord had 
commanded him ; and smote the Philistines from Qeba, until thou come 
to Gazer. 
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AGAIN, David gathered together all the chosen men of Israel, thirty 
thousand. And David arose, and went with all the people that 
were with him from Baale of Judah, to bring up from thence the ark of 
God, whose name is called by the name of the Lord of hosts that 
dwelleth between the cherubims. And they set the ark of God upon a 
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now cart, aiid brought it out of the house of Ahmaiiib Aal wis m 
(lilHfiih : and Uzzah and Ahio, the sods of Abiiiadah, dn^« die new 
curt And they brought it out of the house of AbinauU^ wltidi wis si 
(HIhniIi, iu;conipauyiug the ark of God: and Ahio went betae the uk. 
And David luid all the house of Israel played bef<»e the IiOU> on all 
man nor of instnimonts made of fir wood, even cm harpe^ and on psalr 
loritw, and on timbrels, and on comets, and on cymbal& 

And when they came to Nachon's threshingfloor, Uzzah pot forth his 
hand to the ark of Ckxi, and took hold of it ; for the oxen diook it 
And the anger of the Lord was kindled against TJzah; and God smote 
him tliere for his error ; and there he died by the aik of God. And 
1 )avid wivM diMploaaod, because the Lord had made a breach upon TJzah : 
and ho cMillod the name of the place Perez-uzzah to this day. And David 
wiiM afraid of tlie Lord that day, and said, How shall the ai^ of the 
lioui) otjuio to me? So David would not remove the aik of the Lord 
unto him into the city of David: but David carried it aside into the 
houm« t)f ()lHHl-o<lom the Gittite. And the ark of the Lord oontinned 
in iho houHo of Obod-edom the Gittite three months: and the I/>rd 
bloHmul OlHul-odom, and all his household. 

Autl it was t^old king David, saying, The Lord hath blessed the house 
t)f OlKMl-edom, and all that pertaineth unto him, because of the ark of 
Ootl. 80 David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of 
Obod'Otlom into the city of David with gladness. And it was so, that 
wluuk tlkoy tliat \Mte the ark of the Lord had gone six x>a^3es, he sacri- 
(\ihhI oxon tuitl fatlings. And David danced before the Lord with all 
liiM might ; tuui David was girded with a linen ephod. So David and 
all the hotioe of Iimiel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting, 
and with the Bound of the trumpet. And as the ark of the Lord came 
into tho oity of David, Michal Saul's daughter looked through a window, 
and Haw king Daviil leaping and dancing before the Lord; and she 
doMpiMHl him in hor heart. 

Ami thoy brought in the ark of the Lord, and set it in his place, in 
Die midst of Uie tabernacle that David had pitched for it : and David 
otfeixid burnt olTerings and peace offerings before the Lord. And as 
Mi)on 218 David luui made an end of offering burnt offerings and peace 
otlerings, he blesaeti the people in the name of the Lord of hosts. And 
he doivlt among all the i)eople, even among the whole multitude of Israel, 
iia well to the women as men, to every one a cake of bread, and a good 
piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine. So all the people departed every 
one to his house. 

Then David returned to bless his household. And Michal the daughter 
of Saul came out to meet David, and said, How ^orious was the king 
of Israel to day, who uncovered himself to day in the eyes of the hand- 
maids of his servants, as one of the vain fellows shamelessly nncovereth 
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himself ! And David said unto Michal, It was before the Lord, which 
chose me before thy father, and before all his house, to appoint me ruler 
over the people of the Lord, over Israel : therefore will I play before 
the Lord. And I will yet be more vile than thus, and will be base i^ 
mine own sight : and of the maidservants which thou hast spoken of, of 
them shall I be had in honour. 
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AND it came to pass, when the king sat in his house, and the Lord 
had given him rest round about from all his enemies, that the 
king said unto Nathan the prophet. See now, I dwell in an house of 
cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains. And Nathan 
said to the king. Go, do all that is in thine heart ; for the Lord is with 
thee. 

And it came to pass that night, that the word of the Lord came unto 
Nathan, saying, Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith the Lord, 
Shalt thou build me an house for me to dwell in ? whereas I have not 
dwelt in any house since the time that I brought up the children of 
Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but have walked in a tent and in 
a tabernacle. In all the places wherein I have walked with all the 
children of Israel spake I a word with any of the tribes of Israel, whom 
I commanded to feed my people Israel, saying, Why build ye not me an 
house of cedar? Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my servant 
David, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote, 
from following the sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel : and 
I was with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and have cut off all thine 
enemies out of thy sight, and have made thee a great name, Uke unto 
the name of the great men that are in the earth. Moreover I will ap- 
point a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may 
dwell in a place of their own, and move no more; neither shall the 
children of wickedness afflict them any more, as beforetime, and as 
since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel, 
and have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. Also the Lord 
telleth thee that he will make thee an house. And when thy days 
be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy 
seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will estab- 
lish his kingdom. He shall build an house for my name, and I will 
stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. I will be his father, 
and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him 
with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men : 
but my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, 
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whom I put away before thee. And thine house and thy kingdom shall 
be established for ever before thee : thy throne shall be established for 
ever. According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so 
did Nathan speak unto David.* 

Then went king David in, and sat before the Lord, and he said. Who 
am I, O Lord God ? and what is my house, that thou hast brou^t me 
liitherto i And this was yet a small thing in thy sight, O Lord God ; 
but thou hast spoken also of thy servant's house for a great while to 
come. And is this the manner of man, O Lord God ? And what can 
Da\4d say more unto thee ? for thou. Lord God, knowest thy servant 
Therefoi*© now let it please thee to bless the house of thy servant, that 
it may continue for ever before thee : for thou, O Lord GrOD, hast spoken 
it : and with thy blessing let the house of thy servant be blessed for 
ever. 

And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that 
I may shew him kindness for Jonathan's sake ? And there was of the 
houHO of Sa\il a servant whose name was Ziba. And when they had 
called him unto David, the king said unto him. Art thou Ziba ? And 
be said. Thy servant is he. And the king said. Is there not yet any of 
the house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God unto him ? And 
Ziba said unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a son, which is lame on his 
feet. And the king said unto him. Where is he ? And Ziba said unto 
the king, Behold, he is in the house of Machir, the son of AmmieL in 
Lo-debar. 

' Then king David sent, and fetched him out of the house of Machir, the 
son of Ammiel, from Lo-debar. Now when Mephibosheth, the son of 
Jonathan, the son of Saul, was come unto David, he fell on his face, and 
did reverence. And David said, Mephibosheth. And he answered, 
Behold thy servant ! 

And David said unto him, Fear not : for I will surely shew thee 
kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake, and will restore thee all the 
land of Saul thy father ; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continu- 
ally. And he bowed himself, and said. What is thy servant, that thou 
shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am ? 

Then the king called to Ziba, Saul's servant, and said unto him, I 
have given unto thy master's son all that pertained to Saul and to all 
his house. Thou therefore, and thy sons, and thy servants, shall till the 
land for him, and thou shalt bring in the fruits, that thy master's son 
may have food to eat : but Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat 
bread alway at my tiible. Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty ser- 
vants. Then said Ziba unto the king, According to all that my lord the 
king hath commanded his servant, so shall thy servant do. As for 
Mephibosheth, said the king, he shall eat at my table, as one of the 
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king's sons. And Mephibosheth had a young son, whose name was 
Micha. And 'all that dwelt in the house of Ziba were servants unto 
Mephibosheth. So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem : for he did eat 
continually at the king's table ; and was lame on both his feet. 



THE STORY OF ABSALOM. 

IN all Israel there was none to be so much praised as Absalom for lus 
beauty : from the sole of his foot even to the crown of his head there 
was no blemish in him. Ajid when he polled his head, (for it was at 
every year's end that he polled it ; because the hair was heavy on him, 
therefore he polled it :) he weighed the hair of his head at two hundred 
shekels after the king's weight 

And it came to pass that Absalom prepared him chariots and horses, 
and fifty men to run before him. And Absalom rose up early, and 
stood beside the way of the gate : and it was so, that when any man 
that had a controversjy came to the king for judgment, then Absalom 
called unto him, and said, Of what city art thou ? And he said, Thy 
servant is of one of the tribes of Israel. And Absalom said unto him. 
See, thy matters are good and right ; but there is no man deputed of 
the king to hear thee. Absalom said moreover. Oh that I were made 
judge in the land, that every man which hath any suit or cause might 
come unto me, and I would do him justice ! Ajid it was so, that when 
any man came nigh to him to do him obeisance, he put forth his hand, 
and took him, and kissed him. Ajid on this manner did Absalom to all 
Israel that came to the king for judgment : so Absalom stole the hearts 
of the men of Israel 

And it came to pass after forty years, that Absalom said unto the 
king, I pray thee, let me go and pay my vow, which I have vowed unto 
the Lord, in Hebron. For thy servant vowed a vow while I abode at 
Geshur in Syria, saying, If the Lord shall bring me again indeed to 
Jerusalem, then I will serve the Lord. And the king said unto him, 
Go in peace. So he arose, and went to Hebron. 

But Absalom sent spies throughout all the tribes of Israel, 8a3dng, As 
soon as ye hear the sound of the trumpet, then ye shall say, Absalom 
reigneth in Hebron. And with Absalom went two hundred men out of 
Jerusalem, that were called ; and they went in their simplicity, and 
they knew not any Ihing. And Absalom sent for AJiithophel the Gilo- 
nite, David's counseller, from his city, even from Giloh, while he offered 
sacrifices. Ajid the conspiracy was strong ; for the people increased 
continually with Absalom. 

And th^re caine a messenger to David, saying, The hearts of the men 
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of Israel are after Absalom. And David said unto all his servants that 
were with him at Jerusalem, Arise, and let us flee ; for we shall not eke 
escape from Absalom : make speed to depart, lest he overtake us sud- 
denly, and bring evil upon us, and smite the city with the edge of the 
sword. And the king's servants said unto the king, Behold, thy servants 
are ready to do whatsoever my lord the king shall appoint. And the 
king went forth, and all the people after him, and tarried in a place that 
was far ofL And all his servants passed on beside him ; and all the 
Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six hundred men 
which came after him from Gath, passed on before the king. 

And all the country wept with a loud voice, and all the people passed 
over : the king also himself passed over the brook Kidron, and all the 
people passed over, toward the way of the wilderness. 

And lo Zadok also, and all the Levites were with him, bearing the ark 
of the covenant of Gkni : and they set down the ark of Gkni ; and Abiathar 
went up, until all the people had done passing out of the city. And the 
king said unto Zadok, Carry back the ark of Grod into the city : if I shall 
find favour in the eyes of the Lord, he will bring me again, and shew 
me both it and his habitation : but if he thus say, I have no delight 
in thee ; behold, here am I, let him do to me as seemeth good unto him. 
The king said also unto Zadok the priest, Art not thou a seer ? return into 
the city in peace, aud your two sons with you, Ahimaaz thy son, and 
Jonathan the son of Abiathar. See, I will tarry in the plain of the 
wilderness, until there come word from you to certify me. Zadok there- 
fore and Abiathar carried the ark of God again to Jerusalem : and they 
tarried the.*. 

And David went up by the ascent of mount Olivet, and wept as he went 
up, and had his head covered, and he went barefoot : and all the people 
that was with him covered every man his head, and they went up, weep- 
ing as they went up. 

And one told David, saying, Ahithophel is among the conspirators 
with Absalom. And David said, O Lord, I pray thee, turn the counsel 
of Ahithophel into foolishness. 

And it came to pass, that when David was come to the top of the 
mount, where he worshipped Grod, behold, Hushai the Archite came to 
meet him with his coat rent, and earth upon his head : unto whom David 
Haid, If thou passest on with me, then thou shalt be a burden unto me : 
but if thou return to the city, and say unto Absalom, I will be thy ser- 
vant, O king ; as I have been thy father's servant hitherto, so will I now 
also be thy servant : then mayest thou for me defeat the counsel of Ahi- 
thopheL And hast thou not there with thee Zadok and Abiathar the 
priests? therefore it shall be, that what thing soever thou shalt hear out 
of the king's house, thou shalt tell it to Zadok and Abiathar the priests. 
Behold, they have there with them their two sons, Ahimaaz Zadok's son, 
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and Jonathan Abiathar's son ; and by them ye shall send unto me ever}'- 
thing that ye can hear. So Hushai David's friend came into the city, 
and Absalom came into Jemsalem. 

And when king David came to Bahurim, behold, thence came out a 
man of the family of the house of Saul, whose name was Shimei, the son 
of Gera : he came forth, and cursed still as he came. And he cast stones 
at David, and at all the servants of king David : and all the people and 
all the mighty men were on his right hand and on his left. And thus 
said Shimei when he cursed, Come out, come out, thou bloody man, and 
thou man of Belial : the Lord hath returned upon thee all the blood of 
the house of Saul, in whose stead thou hast reigned ; and the Lord hath 
delivered the kingdom into the hand of Absalom thy son : and, behold, 
thou art taken in thy mischief, because thou art a bloody man. 

Then said Abishai the son Zeruiah unto the king. Why should this 
dead dog curse my lord the king ? let me go over, I pray thee, and take 
off his head. And the king said. What have I to do with you, ye sons 
of Zeruiah? so let him curse, because the Lord hath said unto him, 
Curse David. Who shall then say. Wherefore hast thou done so ? And 
David said to Abishai, and to all his servants. Behold, my son, which 
came forth of my bowels, seeketh my life : how much more now may 
this Benjamite do it ? let him alone, and let him curse ; for the Lord 
hath bfdden him. It may be that the Lord will look on mine affliction, 
and that the Lord will requite me good for his cursing this day. And 
as David and his men went by the way, Shimei went along on the hilFs 
side over against him, and cursed as he went, and threw stones at him, 
and cast dust. And the king, and all the people that were with him, 
came weary, and refreshed themselves there. 

And Absalom, and all the people, the men of Israel, came to Jerusalem, 
and Ahithophel with him. And it came to pass, when Hushai the Archite, 
David's friend, was come unto Absalom, that Hushai said unto Absalom, 
God save the king, God save the king. And Absalom said to Hushai, 
Is this thy kindness to thy friend? why wentest thou not with thy 
friend ? And Hushai said unto Absalom, Nay ; but whom the Lord, 
and this people, and all the men of Israel, choose, his will I be, and 
with him will I abide. And again, whom should I serve ? should I not 
serve in the presence of his son ? as I have served in thy father's pres- 
ence, so will I be in thy presence 

Moreover Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Let me now choose out 
twelve thousand men, and I will arise and pursue after David this night : 
and I will come upon him while he is weary and weak handed, and will 
make him afraid: and all the people that are with him shall flee; and I will 
smite the king only : and I will bring back all the people unto thee : the 
man whom thou seekest is as if all returned : so all the people shall be 
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ill peace. And the saying pleased Absalom well, and all the elders ol 
Israel. Then said Absalom, Call now Hushai the Archite also, and let 
us heai* likewise what he saith. And when Hushai was come to Absa- 
lom, Absalom spake unto him, saying, Ahithophel hath spoken after 
this manner: shall we do after his saying? if not; speak thou. And 
Hushai said unto Absalom, The counsel that Ahithophel hath given 
is not good at this time. For, said Hushai, thou knowest thy fa^er 
and his men, that they be mighty men, and they be chafed in their 
minds, as a bear robbed of her whelps in the field : and thy filths 
is a man of war, and will not lodge with the people. Behold, he 
is hid now in some pit, or in some other place: and it will come to 
pass, when some of them be overthrown at the first, that whoeoever 
heai'eth it will say. There is a slaughter among the people that follow 
Absalom. And he also that is valiant, whose heart is aa the heart of a 
lion, shall utterly melt : for all Israel knoweth that thy father is a 
mighty man, and they which be with him are valiant men. Therefore 
I counsel that all Israel be generally gathered unto thee, from Dan even 
to Beer-sheba, as the sand that is by the sea for multitude ; and that 
thou go to battle in thine own person. So shall we come upon him in 
some place where he shall be found, and we will light upon him as the 
dew falleth on tlie ground : and of him and of all the men that are with 
him thei'e shall not be left st> much as one. Moreover, if he be gotten 
into a city, then shall all Israel bring ropes to that city, and we will 
draw it into the river, until there be not one small stone found there. And 
Absalom and all tlie men of Israel said. The counsel of Hushai the 
Archite is better than the counsel of AhithopheL For the Lord had ap- 
pointed to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, to the intent that the 
Lord might bring evil upon Absalom. 

Then said Hushai unto Zadok and to Abiathar the priests, Thus and 
thus did Ahithophel counsel Absalom and the elders of Israel ; and thus 
and thus have I counselled. Now therefore send quickly, and tell David, 
saying, Lodge not this night in the plains of the wilderness, but speedily 
pass over ; lest the king be swallowed up, and all the people that are 
with him. Then David arose, and all the people that were with him, 
and they passed over Jordan : by the morning light there lacked not one 
of them that was not gone over Jordan. And when Ahithophel saw that 
his counsel was not followed, he saddled his ass, and arose, and gat him 
home to his house, to his city, and put his household in order, and hanged 
himself, and died, and was buried in the sepulchre of his father. Then 
David came to Mahanaim. And Absalom passed over Jordan, he and 
all the men of Israel with him 

And David nimibered the people that were with him, and'aet captains 
of thousands and captains of hundreds over then^ And David senf 
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forth a third part of the people under the hand of Joab, and a third part 
under the hand of Abiahai the son of Zeruiah, Joab's brother, and a 
third part under the hand of Ittai the Gittite. And the .king said unto 
the people, I will surely go forth with you myself also. But the people 
answered, Thou shalt not go forth : for if we flee away, they will not 
care for us ; neither if half of us die, will they care for us : but now thou 
art worth ten thousand of us : therefore now it is better that thou suc- 
cour us out of the city. And the king said unto them, What seemeth 
you best I will da And the king stood by the gate side, and all the 
people came out by hundreds and by thousands. And the king com- 
manded Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying. Deal gently for my sake 
with the young man,^even with Absalom. And all the people heard 
when the king gave all the captains charge concerning Absalom. 

So the people went out into the field against Israel : and the battle 
was in the wood of Ephraim; where the people of Israel were slain 
before the servants of David, and there was there a great slaughter that 
day of twenty thousand men. For the battle was there scattered over 
' the face of all tlie country : and the wood devoured more people that 
day than the sword devoured. 

And Absalom met the servants of David. And Absalom rode upon 
a mule, and the mule went under the thick boughs of a great oak, and 
his head caught hold of the oak, and he wa^ taken up between the 
heaven and the earth ; and the mule that was under him went away. 
And a certain man saw it, and told Joab, and said. Behold, I saw 
Absalom hanged in an oak. And Joab said unto the man that told 
him. And, behold, thou sawest him, and why didst thou not smite him 
there to the ground ? and I would have given thee ten shekels of silver, 
and a girdle. And the man said unto Joab, Though I should receive 
a thousand shekels of silver in mine hand, yet would I not put forth mine 
hand against the king's son : for in our hearing the king charged thee 
and Abishai and Ittai, sa3dng. Beware that none touch the young man 
Absalom. Otherwise I should have wrought falsehood against mine 
own life : for there is no matter hid from the king, and thou thyself 
wouldest have set thyself against me. Then said Joab, I may not 
tarry thus with thee. And he took three darts in his hand, and thrust 
them through the heart of Absalom, while he was yet alive in the midst 
of the oak. And ten young men that bare JoaVs armour coiUpassed 
about and smote Absalom, and slew him. And Joab blew the trumpet, 
and the people returned from pursuing after Israel : for Joab held bsuck 
the people. And they took Absalom, and cast him into a great pit in 
the wood, and laid a very great heap of stones upon him : and all Israel 
fled every one to his tent. 

Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and reared up for himself a 
pillar, which is in the king's dale : for he said, I have no son to keep 
(276) 13 
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my name in remembrance : and he called the pillar after his own name: 
and it is called unto this day, Absalom's place. 

^en said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, Let me now ran, and bear the 
king tidings, how that the Lord hath avenged him of his enemies. 
And Joab said unto him, Thou shalt not bear tidings this day, but 
thou shalt bear tidings another day : but this day thou shalt bear no 
tidings, because the king's son is dead. Then said Joab to Oushi, Go 
tell the king what thou hast seen. And Cushi bowed himself unto 
Joab, and ran. Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok yet again to Joab, 
But howsoever, let me, I pray thee, also run after Cushi And Joab 
said. Wherefore wilt thou run, my son, seeing that thou hast no tidings 
ready? But howsoever, said he, let me run. And he said unto him, 
Bun. Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of the plain, and overran Cushi 
And David sat between the two gates : and the watchman went up to 
the roof over the gate unto the wall, and lifted up his eyes, and looked, 
and behold a man running alone. And the watchman cried, and tdd 
the king. And the king said. If he be alone, there is tidings in his 
mouth. And he came apace, and drew near. And the watchman saw 
another man running : and the watchman called unto the porter, and 
said. Behold another man running alone. And the king saidj He also 
bringeth tidings. And the watchman said. Me thinketh the running of 
the foremost is like the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok. And 
the king said. He is a good man, and cometh with good tidings. 

And Ahimaaz called, and said unto the king. All is welL And he 
fell down to the earth upon his face before the king, and said, Blessed 
be the Lord thy Crod, which hath delivered up the men that lifted up 
their hand against my lord the king. And the king said. Is the young 
man Absalom safe? And Ahimaaz answered, When Joab sent the 
king's servant, and me thy servant, I saw a great tumult, but I knew 
not what it was. And the king said unto him. Turn aside, and stand 
here. And he turned aside, and stood stOl. And, behold, Cushi came ; 
and Cushi said. Tidings, my lord the king : for the Lord hath avenged 
thee this day of all them that rose up against thee. And the king said 
unto Cushi, Is the young man Absalom safe? And Cushi answered, 
The enemies of my lord the king, and all that rise against thee to do 
thee hurt, be as that young man is. And the king was much moved, 
and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept : and as he went, 
thus he said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom ! would Cod 
I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son ! 

And it was told Joab, Behold, the king weepeth and moumeth for 
Absalom. And the victory that day was turned into mourning unto all 
the people : for the people heard say that day how the king was grieved 
for his son. And the people gat them by stealth that day into the city, 
as people being ashamed steal away when they flee in battle. But the 
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king covered his face, and the king cried with a loud voice, O my son 
Absalom, O Absalom, my son, my son ! 
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AND the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he 
moved David against them to say. Go, number Israel and Judah. 
For the king said to Joab the captain of the host, which was with 
him, Go now through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan even to Beer- 
sheba, and number ye the people, that I may know the number of 
the people. And Joab said unto the king. Now the Lord thy God add 
unto the people, how many soever they be, an hundredfold, and that 
the eyes of my lord the king may see it : but why doth my lord the 
king delight in this thing? Notwithstanding the king's wor(l prevailed 
against Joab, and against the captains of the host. And Joab and the 
captains of the host went out from the presence of the king, to number 
the people of Israel 

And they passed over Jordan, and about to Zidon, and came to the 
strong hold of Tyre, and to all the cities of the Hivites, and of the 
Canaanites : and they went out to the south of Judah, even to Beer- 
sheba. So when they had gone through all the land, they came to 
Jerusalem at the end of nine months and twenty days. And Joab gave 
up the sum of the number of the people unto the king : and there were 
in Israel eight hundred thousand valiant men that di«w the sword ; and 
the men of Judah Were five hundred thousand men. 

And David's heart smote him after that he had numbered the people. 
And David said unto the Lord, I have sinned greatly in that I have 
done : and now, I beseech thee, O Lord, take away the iniquity of thy 
servant ; for I have done very foolishly. For when David was up in 
the morning, the word of the Lord came unto the prophet Gad, David's 
seer, saying, Go and say unto David, Thus saith the Lord, I offer thee 
three things ; choose thee one of them, that I may do it imto thee. So 
Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto him, Shall seven years 
of famine come unto thee in thy land? or 'wilt thou flee three months 
before thine enemies, while they pursue thee? or that there be three 
days' pestilence in thy land? now advise, and see what answer I shall 
return to him that sent me. And David said unto Gad, I am in a great 
strait : let us fall now into the hand of the Lord ; for his mercies are 
great : and let me not fall into the hand of man. 

So the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israei from the morning even to 
the time appointed : and there died of the people from Dan even to 
^eei'-sheba seventy thousand men. And when the angel stretched out 
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his hand upon Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord repented him of the 
evil, and said to the angel that destroyed the people, It is enough : stay 
now thine hand. And the angel of the Lord was by th& threshing- 
place of Araunah the Jebusite. And David spake unto the Lord when 
lie saw the angel that smote the people, and said, Lo, I have sinned, and 
I have done wickedly : but these sheep, what have they done? let thine 
hand, I pray thee, be against me, and against my father's house. 

And Gad came that day to David, and said unto him, Gro up, rear an 
altar unto the Lord in the threshingfloor of Araunah the Jebusite. 
And David, according to the saying of Gad, went up as the Lord com- 
manded. And Araunah looked, and saw the king and his servants 
coming on toward him : and Araunah went out, and bowed himself be- 
fore the king on his face upon the ground. And Araunah said. Where- 
fore is my lord the king come to his servant? And David said, To buy 
the threshingfloor of thee, to build an altar unto the Lord, that the 
plague may be stayed from the people. And Araunah said unto David, 
Let my lord the king take and offer up what seemeth good unto him : 
behold, here be oxen for burnt sacrifice, and threshing instruments and 
other instruments of the oxen for wood. All these things did Araunah, 
as a king, give unto the king. And Araunah said unto the king, The 
Lord thy God accept thee. And the king said unto Araunah, Nay; 
but I will surely buy it of thee at a price : neither will I offer burnt 
offerings unto the Lord my God of that which doth cost me nothing. 
So David bought the threshingfloor and the oxen for fifty shekels of 
silver. And David built there an altar unto the Lord, and offered burnt 
offerings and peace offerings. So the Lord was intreated for the land, 
and the plague was stayed from Israel. 
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NOW king David was old and stricken in years Then Adonijah 
the son of Haggith exalted hmiself , saying, I will be king : and he 
prepared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. 
And his father had not displeased him at any time in saying, Why hast 
thou done so? and he also was a very goodly man ; and his mother bare 
him after Absalom. And he conferred with Joab the son of Zerniah, 
and with Abiathar the priest : and they following Adonijah helped him. 
Wherefore Nathan spake unto Bath-sheba the mother of Solomon, 
saying, Hast thou not Hedxd that Adonijah the son of B^iggith doth 
reign, and David our lord knoweth it not? Now therefore come, let 
me, I pray thee, give thee counsel, that thou mayest save thine own life, 
mi th^ life of thy son Solomon, Gro and get t^e^ iQ imto king David, 
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and say unto him. Didst not thou, my lord, O king, swear unto thine 
handmaid, saying, Ajssuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and 
he shall sit upon my throne ? why then doth Adonijah reign ? Behold, 
while thou yet talkest there with the king, I also will come in after thee, 
and confirm thy words. 

And Bath-sheba went in imto the king into the chamber : and she 
said unto him. My lord, thou swarest by the Lord thy God unto thine 
handmaid, saying. Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and 
he shall sit upon my throne. And now, behold, Adonijah reigneth; and 
now, my lord the king, thou knowest it not : and he hath slain oxen and 
fat cattle and sheep in abundance, and hath called all the sons of the 
king, and Abiathar the priest, and Joab the captain of the host : but 
Solomon thy servant hath he not called. And thou, my lord, O king, 
the eyes of all Israel are upon thee, that thou shouldest tell them who 
shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after him. Otherwise it shall 
come to pass, when my lord the king shall sleep with his fathers, that 
I and my son Solomon shall be counted offenders. 

And, lo, while she yet talked with the king, Nathan the prophet also 
came in. And they told the king, saying, Behold Nathan the prophet. 
And when he was come in before the king, he bowed himself before the 
king with his face to the ground. And Nathan said, My lord, O king, 
hast thou said, Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my 
throne ? For he is gone down this day, and hath slain oxen and fat 
cattle and sheep in abundance, and hath called all the king's sons, and 
the captains of the host, and Abiathar the priest ; and, behold, they eat 
and drink before him, and say, God save king Adonijah. But me, even 
me thy servant, and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, 
and thy servant Solomon, hath he not called. Is this thing done by my 
lord the king, and thou hast not shewed it unto thy servant, who should 
sit on the throne of my lord the king after him? 

Then king David answered and said. Call me Bath-sheba. And she 
came into the king's presence, and stood before the king. And the 
king sware, and said. As the Lord liveth, that hath redeemed my soul 
out of all distress, even as I sware unto thee by the Lord God of Israel, 
saying. Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit 
upon my throne in my stead; even so will I certainly do this day. 
Then Bath-sheba bowed with her face to the earth, and did reverence 
to the king, and said. Let my lord king David live for ever. 

And king David said. Call me Zadok the priest, and Nathan the 
prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. And they came before the 
king. The king also said unto them. Take with you the servants of 
your lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine own mule, and 
bring him down to Gihon : and let Zadok the priest and Nathan the 
prophet anoint him there king over Israel: and blow ye with the 
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trumpet, and say, God save king Solomon. Then ye shall come up 
after him, that he may come and sit upon my throne ; for he shall be 
king in my stead : and I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and 
over Judah. And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king, and 
said. Amen : the Lord God of my lord the king say so too. As the 
Lord hath been with my lord the king, even so be he with Solomon, 
and make his throne greater than the throne of my lord king David. 
So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, went down, and 
caused Solomon to ride upon king David's mule, and brought him to 
Gihon. Ajid Zadok the priest took an horn of oil out of the tabernacle, 
and anointed Solomon. And they blew the trumpet; and all the 
people said, God save king Solomon. And all the people came up after 
him, and the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, so 

that the earth rent with the sound of them And all the guests that 

were with Adonijah were afi*aid, and rose up, and went every man 
his way. 

Ajid Adonijah feared because of Solomon, and arose, and went, and 
caught hold on the horns of the altar. And it was told Solomon, say- 
ing. Behold, Adonijah feareth king Solomon: for, lo, he hath caught 
hold on the horns of the altar, saying. Let king Solomon swear unto me 
to day that he will not slay his servant with the sword. Ajid Solomon 
said. If he will shew himself a worthy man, there shall not an hair of 
him fall to the earth : but if wickedness shall be found in him, he shall 
die. So king Solomon sent, and they brought him down from the 
altar. And he came and bowed himself to king Solomon : and Solomon 
said unto him. Go to thine house. 

Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die; and he charged 
Solomon his son, saying, I go the way of all the earth : be thou strong 
therefore, and shew thyself a man ; and keep the charge of the Lord 
thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes, and his command- 
ments, and his judgments, and his testimonies, as it is written in the 
law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest,* and 
whithersoever thou turnest thyself: that the Lord may continue his 
word which he spake concerning me, saying, If thy children take heed 
to their way, to walk before me in truth with all their heart and with 
all their soul, there shall not fail thee (said he) a man on the throne of 

•Israel So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of 

David. And the days that David reigned over Israel were forty years : 
seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and three years reigned 
he in Jerusalem. 
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THEN sat Solomon upon the throne of David his father ; and his 
kingdom was established greatly 

And Solomon made affimty with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took 
Pharaoh's daughter, and brought her into the city of David, until he 
had made an end of building his own house, and the house of the Lord, 
and the wall of Jerusalem round about. Only the people sacrificed in high 
places, because there was no house built unto the name of the Lord, until 
those days. And Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of 
David his father : only he sacrificed and burnt incense in high places. 
And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there : for that was the gi^eat 
high place: a thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar. 

In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night : and 
Grod said, Ask what I shall give thee. And Solomon said. Thou liast 
shewed unto thy servant David my father great mercy, according as he 
walked before t^ee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of 
heart with thee ; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that 
thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. And 
now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David 
my father : and I am but a little child : I know not how to go out or 
come in. And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou 
hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be nimibered nor counted for 
multitude. Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge 
thy people, that I may discern between good and bad : for who is able 
to judge this thy so great a people? And the speech pleased the Lord, 
that Solomon had asked this thing. And God said unto him. Because 
thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life ; 
neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine 
enemies ; but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment ; 
behold, I have done according to thy words : lo, I have given thee a 
wise and an understanding heart ; so that there was none like thee before 
thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee. And I have also 
given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches and honour : so 
that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. 
And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my command- 
ments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days. 
And Solomon awoke ; and, behold, it was a dream. And he came to 
Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and 
offered up burnt offerings, and offered peace offerings, and made a feast 
to all his servants 
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So king Solomon was king over all Israel And Solomon had twelve 

officers over all Israel, which provided victuals for the king and his 
household : each man his month in a year made provision 

Judah and Israel were many, as the sand which is by the sea in 
multitude, eating and drinking, and making merry. And Solomon 
reigned over all kingdoms from the river unto the land of the Philis- 
tines, and unto the border of Egypt : they brought presents, and served 
Solomon all the days of his life. 

And Solomon's provision for one day was thirty measures of fine flour, 
and threescore measures of meal, ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the 
pastures, and an hundred sheep, beside harts, and roebucks, and fallow- 
deer, and fatted fowL For he had dominion over all the region on 
this side the river, from Tiphsah even to Azzah, over all the kings on 
this side the river : and he had peace on all sides round about hiln. 
And Judah and Israel dwelt safely every man under his vine and under 
his fig tree, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon. 

And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his chariots, and 
twelve thousand horsemen. And those officers provided victual for 
king Solomon, and for all that came unto king Solomon's table, every 
man in his month : they lacked nothing. Barley also and straw for the 
horses and dromedaries brought they unto the place where the officers 
were, every man according to his charge. 

And Grod gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding much, 
and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea shore. And 
Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east 
country, and all the wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser than all men ; 
than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons 
of Mahol : and his fame was in all nations round about. And he spake 
three thousand proverbs : and his songs were a thousand and five. And 
he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the 
hyssop that springeth out of the wall : he spake also of beasts, and of 
fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes. And there came of all people 
to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all kings of the earth, which had 
heard of his wisdom. 
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AND Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto Solomon ; for he 
had heard that they had anointed him king in the room of his 
father : for Hiram was ever a lover of David. And Solomon sent to 
Hiram, saying, Thou knowest how that David my father could not 
build an house unto the name of the Lord his God for the want which 
were about him on every side, until the Lord put them under the soles 
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of his feet. But now the Lord my God hath given me rest on every 
side, so that there is neither adversary nor evil occurrent And, behold, 
I purpose to build an house unto the name of the Lord my God, as the 
Lord spake unto David my father, saying. Thy sou, whom I will set 
upon thy throne in thy room, he shall build an house unto my name. 
Now therefore command thou that they hew me cedar trees out of 
Lebanon ; and my servants shall be with thy servants : and unto thee 
will I give hire for thy servants according to all that thou shalt appoint: 
for thou knowest that there is not among us any that can skill to hew 
timber like unto the Sidonians. 

And it came to pass, when Hiram heard the words of Solomon, that 
he rejoiced greatly, and said. Blessed be the Lord this day, which hath 
given unto David a wise son over this great people. And Hiram sent 
to Solomon, saying, I have considered the things which thou sentest to me 
for : and I will do all thy desire concerning timber of cedar, and concern- 
ing timber of fir. My servants shall bring them down from Lebanon unto 
the sea : and I will convey them by sea in floats unto the place that 
thou shalt appoint me, and will cause them to be discharged there, and 
thou shalt receive them : and thou shalt accomplish my desire, in giving 
food for my household. So Hiram gave Solomon cedar trees and fir 
trees according to all his desire. 

And the king commanded, and they brought great stones, costly 
stones, and hewed stones, to lay the foundation of the house. And 
Solomon's builders and Hiram's builders did hew them, and the stone- 
squarers : so they prepared timber and stones to build the house. 

And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the 
children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth 
yeajr of Solomon's reign over Israel, tMat he began to build the house of 
the Lord. And the house which king Solomon built for the Lord, the 
length thereof was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty 
cubits, and the height thereof thirty cubits. And the porch before the 
temple of the house, twenty cubits was the length thereof, according to 
the breadth of the house ; and ten cubits was the breadth thereof before 
the house. So he built the house, and finished it ; and covered the 
house with beams and boards of cedar. And then he built chambers 
against all the house, five cubits high : and they rested on the house 
with timber of cedar. 

And the word of the Lord came to Solomon, saying. Concerning this 
house which thou art in building, if thou wilt walk in my statutes, and 
execute my judgments, and keep all my commandments to walk in 
them; then will I perform my word with thee, which I spake unto 
David thy father : and I will dwell among the children of Israel, and 
will not forsake my people Israel. So Solomon built the house, and 
finished it. 
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In the fourth year was the foundation of the house of the Lord laid, 
iu the month Zif : and in the eleventh year, in the month Bol, was the 
house finished throughout all the parts thereof, and according to all the 
fashion of it. So was he seven years in building it. 

But Solomon was building his own house thirteen years^ and he 
fiuinhed all his house. He built also the house of the forest of Lebanon. 

And king Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre. He was a 
widow's son of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, 
a worker in brass : and he was filled with wisdom, and understanding, 
and cunning to work all works in brass. And he came to king Solo- 
mon, and wrought all his work. 

So was ended all the work that king Solomon made for the house of 
the Lord. And Solomon brought in the things which David his father 
liad dedicated ; even the silver, and the gold, and the vessels, did he 
put among the treasures of the house of the Lord.. 

Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the 
tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto king Solo- 
mon in Jerusalem, that they might bring up the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion. And all the men of Israel 
assembled themselves unto king Solomon at the feast in the montii Etha- 
uim, which is the seventh month. And all the elders of Israel came, and 
the priests took up the ark. And they brought up the ark of the Lord, 
and the tabernacle of the congregation, and all the holy vessels that were 
in the tabernacle, even those did the priests and the Levites bring up. 
And king Solomon, and all the congregation of Israel, that were assembled 
unto him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen, that 
could not be told nor numbered fol* multitude. And the priests brought 
in the ark of the covenant of the Lord unto his place, into the oracle of 
the house, to the most holy place, even under the wings of the cheru- 
bims. There was nothing in the ark save the two tables of stone, which 
Moses put there at Horeb, when the Lord made a covenant with the 
children of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt. . And it 
came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the 
cloud filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests could not stand to 
minister because of the doud : for the glory of the Lord had filled the 
house of the Lord. 

Then spake Solomon, The Lord said that he would dwell in tbe thick 
darkness. I have surely built thee an house to dwell in, a settled place 
for thee to abide in for ever. And the king turned his face about, and 
blessed all the congregation of Israel : (and all the congregation of Israel 
stood ;) and he said. Blessed be the Lord God of loi-ael, which spake 
with his mouth unto David my father, and hath with his hand fulfilled 
it. The Lord hath performed his word that he spake, and I am risen 
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up in the room of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as 
the Lord promised, and have built an house for the name of the Lord 
God of IsraeL And I have set there a place for the ark, wherein is the 
covenant of the Lord, which he made with our fathers, when he brought 
them out of the land of Egypt. 

And Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of 
all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward heaven: 
and he said, Lord God of Israel, there is no God like thee, in heaven 
above, or on earth beneath, who keepest covenant and mercy with thy 
servants that walk before thee with all their heart : who hast kept with 
thy servant David my father that thou promisedst him : thou spakest 
also with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thine hand, as it is this 
day. Therefore now. Lord God of Israel, keep with thy servant David 
my father that thou promisedst him, saying. There shall not fail thee a 
man in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel ; so that thy children 
take heed to their way, that they walk before me as thou hast walked 
before me. And now, O God of Israel, let thy word, I pray thee, be 
verified, which thou spakest unto thy servant David my father. But 
will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, the heaven and heaven of 
heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have 
builded? Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, and to 
his supplication, O Lord my Grod, to hearken unto the cry and to the 
prayer, which thy servant prayeth before thee to day : that thine eyes 
may be open toward this house night and day, even toward the place of 
which thou hast said. My name shall-be there : that thou mayest hearken 
unto the prayer which thy servant shall make toward this place. And 
hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant, and of thy people Israel, 
when they shall pray toward this place : aud hear thou in heaven thy 
dwelling place : and when thou hearest, forgive 

And it was so, that when Solomon had made an end of praying all 
this prayer and supplication unto the Lord, he arose from before the 
altar of the Lord, from kneeling on his knees with his hands spread up 
to heaven. And he stood, and blessed all the congregation of IsraeL 

And the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before the 
Lord. And Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace offerings, which he 
offered unto the Lord, two and twenty thousand oxen, and an hundred 
and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the children of Israel 
dedicated the house of the Lord. The same day did the king hallow 
the middle of the court that was before the house of the Lord : for there 
he offered burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and the fat of the peace 
offerings : because the brasen altar that was before the Lord was too 
little to receive the burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and the fat of 
the peace offerings. And at that time Solomon held a feast, and all 
Israel with him, a great congregation, from the entering in of Hamath 
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uuto ihti river of Egypt, before the Lord our God, seven days and aeren 
(layH, even fourteen days. On the eighth day he sent the people away : 
and they blessed the king, and went unto their tents joyful and glad of 
heart for all the goodness that the Lord had done for David his servant, 
and for Israel his people. 
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KING SOLOMON exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches and 
for wisdom. And all the earth sought to Solomon, to hear his 
wisdom, which God had put in his heart And they brought every man 
his present, vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and garments, and 
armour, and spices, horses, and mules, a rate year by year. 

And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concern- 
ing the name of tlie Lord, she came to prove him with hard questions. 
And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels that 
l>are spices, and very much gold, and precious stones : and when she was 
come to Solomon, she communed with him of all that was in her heart 
And Solomon told her all her questions : there was not any thing hid 
from the king, whicli he told her not And when the queen of Sheba 
had seen all Solomon's wisdom, and the house that he had built, and the 
meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the attendance of 
his ministers, and their apparel, and his"^ cupbearers, and his ascent by 
which he went up unto the house of the Lord; there vi^as no more 
spirit in her. And she said to the king, It was a true report that I 
heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I 
believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it : and, 
behold, the half was not told me : thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth 
the fame which I heard. Happy are thy men, happy are these thy 
servants, which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom. 
Blessed be the Lord thy Gk>d, which delighted in thee, to set thee on 
the throne of Israel : because the Lord loved Israel for ever, therefore 
made he thee king, to do judgment and justice. And she gave the king 
an hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of spices very great store, 
and precious stones : there came no more such abimdance of spices as 
these which the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon. And the navy 
also of Hiram, that brought gold from Ophir, brought in from Ophir 
great plenty of almug trees, and precious stones. And the king made 
of the almug trees pillars for the house of the Lord, and for the king's 
house, harps also and psalteries for singers : there came no such almug 
trees, nor were seen unto this day. And king Solomon gave unto the 
queen of Sheba all her desire, whatsoever she asked, beside that which 
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Solomon gave her of his royal bounty. So she turned and went to her 
own country, she and her servants. 
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BUT king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the 
daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, j^mmonites, 
Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites ; of the nations concerning which the 
Lord said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither 
shall they come in unto you : for surely they will turn away your heart 
after their gods : Solomon clave unto these in love. And it came to pass, 
when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other 
gods : and his heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as was the 
heart of David his father. 

And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned 
from the IiORD God of Israel, which had appeared unto him twice, and 
had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after 
other gods : but he kept not that which the IiOrd commanded. Where- 
fore the Lord said imto Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and 
thou hast not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have com- 
manded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will give it 
to thy servant. Notwithstanding in thy days I will not do it, for David 
thy father's sake : but I will rend it out of the hand of thy son. How- 
beit I will not rend away all the kingdom ; but will give one tribe to 
thy son for David my servant's sake, and for Jerusalem's sake which I 
have chosen 

And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda, Solomon's 
servant, whose mother's name was Zeruah, a widow woman, even he 

lifted up his haQd against the king And the man Jeroboam was a 

mighty man of valour : and Solomon seeing the young man that he was 
industrious, he made him ruler over all the charge of the house of 
Joseph. And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went out of 
Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him in the way; 
and he had clad himself with a new garment ; and they two were alone 
in the field : and Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him, and 
rent it in twelve pieces : and he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces : 
for thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the king- 
dom out of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee : (but 
he shall have one tribe for my servant David's sake, and for Jerusalem's 
sake, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel :) and 
it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I command thee, and wilt 
walk in my ways, and do that is right in my sight, to keep my statutes 
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and my commandments, as David my servant did ; that I will he with 
thee, and build thee a sure house, as I built for David, and will give 
Israel unto thee. And I will for this afflict the seed of David, but not 
for ever. Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam. And Jeroboam 
arose, and fled into Egypt, unto Shishak king of Egypt, and was in 
Eg3rpt until the death of Solomon. 

And the rest of the acts of Solomon, and all that he did, and his 
wisdom, are they not written in the book of the acts of Solomon? And 
the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty 
yeara And Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in the dty 
of David his father : and Behoboam his son reigned in his stead. 
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AND Behoboam went to Shechem: for all Israel were come to 
Shechem to make him king. And it came to pass, when Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, who was yet in Egypt, heard of it, (for he was fled 
from the presence of king Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt ;) that 
they sent and called him. And Jeroboam and all the congregation of 
Israel came, and spake unto Behoboam, saying. Thy father made our 
yoke grievous: now therefore make thou the grievous ^rvice of thy 
father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we will 
serve thee. And he said unto them. Depart yet for three days, then 
come again to me. And the people departed. 

And king Behoboam consulted with the old men, that stood before 
Solomon his father while he yet lived, and said, How do ye advise that 
I may answer this people? And they spake unto him, saying. If thou 
wilt be a servant unto this people this day, and wilt serve them, and an- 
swer them, and speak good words to them, then they wiU be thy 
servants for ever. But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which 
they had given him, and consulted with the young men that were grown 
up with him, and which stood before him: and he said unto them, 
What counsel give ye that we may answer this people, who have spoken 
to me, saying. Make the yoke which thy father did put upon us lighter? 
And the young men that were grown up with him spake unto him, 
saying. Thus shalt thou speak unto this people that spake unto thee, 
saying. Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter unto 
us ; thus shalt thou say unto them. My little finger shall be thicker than 
my father's loins. And now whereas my father did lade yon with a 
heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke : my father hath chastiaed you with 
whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions. 

So Jeroboam and all the people came to Behoboam the third da^, as 
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the king had appointed, saying, Come to me again the third day. And 
the king answered the people roughly, and forsook the old men's counsel 
that they gave him ; and spake to them after the counsel of the young 
men, saying, My father made your yoke heavy, and I will add to your 
yoke : my father also chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you 
with scorpions. Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the people; fof 
the cause was from the Lord, that he mi^t perform his saying, which 
the Lord spake by Ahijah the Shilonite unto Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat 

So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto them, the 
people answered the king, saying. What portion have we in David? 
neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse : to your tents, O Israel : 
now see to thine own house, David. So Israel departed unto their tents. 
But as for the children of Israel which dwelt in the cities of Judah, 
Kehoboam reigned over them. Then king Behoboam sent Adoram, who 
was over the tribute ; and aU Israel stoned him with stones, that he 
died. Therefore king Behoboam made speed to get him up to his 
chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. So Israel rebelled against the house of 
David unto this day. And it came to pass, when all Israel heard that 
Jeroboam was come again, that they sent and called him unto the con- 
gregation, and made him king over all Israel: there was none that 
followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only. 

And when Behoboam was come to Jerusalem, he assembled all the 
house of Judah, with the tribe of Benjamin, an hundred and fourscore 
thousand chosen men, which were warriors, to fight against the house 
of Israel, to bring the kingdom again to Behoboam the son of Solomon. 
But the word of God came imto Shemaiah the man of God, saying, 
Speak unto Behoboam, the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and unto all 
the house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the remnant of the people, 
saying, Thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not go up, nor fight against your 
brethren the children of Israel : return every man to his house ; for this 
thing is from me. They hearkened therefore to the word of the Lord, 
and returned to depart, according to the word of the Lord. 
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THEN Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, and dwelt therein ; 
and went out from thence, and built PenueL And Jeroboam said 
in his heart. Now shall the kingdom return to the house of David : if 
this people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, 
then shall the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto 
Behoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to Beho- 
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boam king of Judah. Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two 
calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to 
Jerusalem : behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the 
land of Egypt And he set the one in Beth-el, and the other put he in 
Dan. And this thing became a sin: for the people went to worship 
before the one, even unto Dan. And he made an house of high places, 
and made priests of the lowest of the people, which were not of the sons 
of Levi. And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the 
fifteenth day of the month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, and he 
offered upon the altar. So did he in Beth-el, sacrificing unto the calves 
that he had made; and he placed in Beth-el the priests of the high 
places which he had made. So he offered upon the altar which he had 
made in Beth-el the fifteenth day of the eighth month, even in the month 
which he had devised of his own heart ; and ordained a feast unto the 
children of Israel : and he offered upon the altar, aod burnt incense. 

And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the word of 
the Lord unto Beth-el: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to bum 
incense. And he cried against the altar in the word of the Lord, and 
said, O altar, altar, thus saith the Lord; BeUkd, a child shall be bom 
unto the house of David, Josiah by name ; and upon thee shall he offer 
the priests of the high places that bum incense upon thee, and men's 
bones shall be burnt upon thee. And he gave a sign the same day, 
saying, This is the sign which the Lord hath spoken ; Behold, the altar 
shall be rent, and the ashes that are upon it shall be poured out. 

And it came to pass, when king Jeroboam heard the saying of the 
m£Ln of Grod, which had cried against the altar in Beth-el, that he put 
forth his hand from the altar, saying. Lay hold on him. And his hand, 
which he put forth against him, dried up, so that he could not pull it in 
again to him. The altar also was rent, and the ashes poured out from 
the altar, according to the sign which the man of Grod had given by the 
word of the Lord. And the king answered and said unto the man of 
God, Intreat now the face of the Lord thy God, and pray for me, that 
my hand may be restored me again. And the man of Grod besought the 
Lord, and the king's hand was restored him again, and became as it 
was before. And the king said unto the man of God, Come home with 
me, and refresh thyself, and I will give thee a reward. And the man 
of God said unto the king, If thou wilt give me half thine house, I will 
not go in with thee, neither will I eat bread nor drink water in this 
place : for so was it charged me by the word of the Lord, saying. Eat 
no bread,, nor drink water, nor turn again by the same way that thou 
camest. So he went another way, and returned not by the way that he 
came to Beth-eL 

Now there dwelt an old prophet in Beth-el ; and his sons came and 
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told him all the works that the man of God had done that day in Beth-el ; 
the words which he had spoken unto the king, them they told also to 
their father. And their father said unto them, What way went he? 
For his sons had seen what way the man of God went, which caiue from 
Judah. And he said unto his sons, Saddle me the ass. So they, saddled 
him the ass : and he rode thereon, and went after the man of God, and 
found him sitting under an oak : and he said unto him. Art thou the 
man of God that earnest from Judah? And he said, I am. Then he 
said unto him, Come home with me, and eat bread. And he said, I may 
not return with thee, nor go in with thee : neither will I eat bread nor 
drink water with thee in this place : for it was said to me by the word 
of the Lord, Thou shaJt eat no bread nor drink water there, nor turn 
again to go by the way that thou camest. He said unto him, I am a 
prophet also as thou art ; and an angel spake unto me by the word of 
the Lord, saying, !Qpng him back with thee into thine house, that he 
may eat bread and drink water. But he lied unto him. So he went 
back with him, and did eat bread in his house, and drank water. 

And it came to pass, as they sat at the table, that the word of the 
Lord came unto the prophet that brought him back : and he cried unto 
the man of God that came from Judah, saying. Thus saith the Lord, 
Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed the mouth of the Lord, and hast not 
kept the commandment which the Lord thy God commanded thee, but 
earnest back, and hast eaten bread and drunk water in the place, of the 
which the Lord did say to thee. Eat no bread, and drink no water ; thy 
carcase shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers. 

And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and after he had 
drunk, that he saddled for him the ass, to wit, for the prophet whom he 
had brought back. And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, 
and slew him: and his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass stood by 
it, the lion also stood by the carcase. And, behold, men passed by, and 
saw the carcase cast in the way, and the lion standing by the carcase : 
and they came and told it in the city where the old prophet dwelt. And 
when the prophet that brought him back from the way heard thereof, 
he said. It is the man of God, who was disobedient unto the word of the 
Lord: therefore the Lord hath delivered him unto the lion, which hath 
torn him, and slain him, according to the word of the Lord, which he 
spake unto him. And he spake to his sons, saying. Saddle me the ass. 
And they saddled him. And he went and found his carcase cast in the 
way, and the ass and the lion standing by the carcase : the lion had not 
eaten the carcase, nor torn the ass. And the prophet took up the car- 
case of the man of God, and laid it upon the ass, and brought it back : 
and the old prophet came to the city, to mourn and to bury him. And 
he laid his carcase in his own grave ; and they mourned over him, say- 
ing, Alas, my brother ! And it came to pass, after he bad buried him, 
(876) 14 
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that lie Hpake to his sodb, saying, When I am dead, then harj me in the 
iiQ])ulehre wherein the man of Grod is buried ; lay my bones beside his 
bones : for the saying which he cried by the word of the IiOSD against 
the altar in Beth-el, and against all the houses of Hie high |daoes which 
artt in the cities of Samaria, shall surely come to pass. 

After this thing Jeroboam returned not from his evil way, but made 
again of the lowest of the people priests of the high places : wbosoever 
would, he consecrated him, and he became one of the priests of the high 
places. And this thing became sin imto the house ci Jeroboam, even 
to cut it off, and to destroy it from off the face of the earth. 

And the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how he warred, and how he 
reiguud, l)ehold, they are written in the book of the chronides of the 
kings of Israel. And the days which Jeroboam reigned were two and 
twenty years : and he slept with his fathers, and Nadab his son reigned 
in his sU.*ad. 



ASA'S GOOD REIGN. 

ABU AH slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of 
David : and Asa his son reigned in his stead. In his days the 
land was quiet ten years. And Asa did that which was good and right 
in the eyes of the Lord his God : for he took away the altars of the 
strange gods, and the high places, and brake down the images, and cut 
down the groves : and commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of their 
fathers, and to do the law and the commandment. Also he took away 
out of all the cities of Judah the high places and the images : and the 
kingdom was quiet before him. 

And he built fenced cities in Judah : for the land had rest, and he 
had no war in those years; because the Lord had given him rest 
Therefore he said unto Judah, Let us build these cities, and make about 
them walls, and towers, gates, and bars, while the land is yet before us ; 
because we have sought the Lord our God, we have sought him, and he 
hath given us rest on every side. So they built and prospered. And 
Asa had an army of men that bare targets and spears, out of Judah 
three hundred thousand ; and out of Benjamin, that bare shields and 
drew bows, two hundred and fourscore thousand : all these were mighty 
men of valour. 

And there came out against them Zerah the Ethiopian with an host 
of a thousand thousand, and three hundred chariots; and came unto 
Mareshah. Then Asa went out against him, and they set the battle in 
array in the valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. And Ajaa cried unt(» 
the Lord his God, and said. Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, 
whether with many, or with them that have no power ; help us, O Lord 
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oar God ; for we rest on thee, and in thy name we go agaimst thiH multi- 
tude. O Lord, thou art our God; let uot man prevail against thee. 
So the Lord smote the Ethiopians before Asa, and before Judah ; and 
the Ethiopians fled. And Asa and the people that were with him pur- 
sued them unto Gerar: and the Ethiopians were overthrown, Jthat they 
could not recover themselves ; for thfiy were destroyed before the Lord, 
and before his host ; and they carried away very much spoil. And they 
smote all the cities round about Gorar ; for the fear of the Lord came 
upon them: and they spoiled all the cities; for there was exceeding 
much spoil in them. They smote also the tents of cattle, and carried 
away sheep and camels in abundance, and returned to Jerusalem. 

And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded : and he 
went out to meet Asa, and said unto him. Hear ye me, Asa, and all 
Judah and Benjamin ; The Lord is with you, while ye be with him ; 
and if ye seek him, he will be found of you ; but if ye forsake him, he 
will forsake you. Be ye strong, therefore, and let not your hands be 
weak : for your work shall be rewarded. 

And when Asa heard these words, and the prophecy of Oded the pro- 
phet, he took courage, and put away the abominable idols out of all the 
land of Judah and Benjamin, and out of the cities which he had taken 
from mount Ephraim, and renewed the altar of the Lord, that was 
before fhiB porch of the Lord. Ajid he gathered all Judah and Benja- 
min, and the strangers with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh, and 
out of Simeon : for they fell to him out of Israel in abundance, when 
they saw that the Lord his God was with him. So they gathered them- 
selves together at Jerusalem in the third month, in the fifteenth year of 
the reign of Asa. And they offered unto the Lord the same time, of 
the spoil which they had brought, seven hundred oxen and seven thou- 
sand sheep. And they entered into a covenant to seek the Lord Gkxi 
of their fathers with all their heart and with all their soul ; that 
whosoever would not seek the Lord God of Israel should be put 
to death, whether small or great, whether man or woman. And they 
sware unto the Lord with a loud voice, and with shouting, and with 
trumpets, and with comets. And all Judah rejoiced at the oath : for 
they had sworn with all their heart, and sought him with their whole 
desire ; and he was found of them : and the Lord gave them rest round 
about. 

And also concerning Maachah the mother of Asa the king, he removed 
her from being queen, because she had made an idol in a grove : and 
Asa cut down her idol, and stamped it, and burnt it at the brook Blid- 
ron. But the high places were not taken away out of Israel : neverthe- 
less the heart of Asa was perfect all his days. 

And he brought into the house of God the things that his father had 
dedicated, and that he himself had dedicated, silver, and gold, and vessels. 
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Anil Www WM no nioiH) war unto the five and thirtieth jearai 
of Amiv. 

Antli IhOu^KI, tho actM of Asa, first and last, lo, they are written in die 
)HHtk ttf tho kinnpi of Judali and Israel And Asa in tlie thiitj and 
ninth ,YtHir of hiN nn^n was diseased in his feet, until his dinnajw wu 
rxiHHHlii\K ^i^vit : yt^t in Iuh disease he sought not to the Lokd, but to 
th«> ikliynioitvnu. 

Antl Am itU«))t wiUi his fathers, and died in the one and fortieth year 
of hilt rt^i^n. AntI thoy burioil him in his own sepuldires, which he had 
nimlo for hinnit«lf in the city of David, and laid him in the bed wfaidi 
w»u« lUhnl with MW(H«t (ulours and divers kinds of spices prepared by the 
ii|Hith<HHU'it^' wi : antl thoy made a veiy great burning for him. 
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AND in tho thirty and oightli year of Asa king of Judah began 
A hah tho mtn of (hnri to nugn over Israel: and Ahab the son ci 
Dnivi i^^iffntHl ovor (Hraol in Stuuaria twenty and two years. And Ahab 
tho m\\\ {\t Onni tlid ovil in tho sight of the Lord above all tiiat were 
boftiiHt him. AntI it oamo to iviss, as if it had been a light thing for him 
it) walk in tho Minn t»f Jon)lHMuu the sou of Nebat, that he took to wife 
JoaoWl tlto daughtor of Kthlvial king of the Zidonians, and went and 
•orvtMl WiUiU m\k\ >voi*Hhip|HHl him. And he reared up an altar for Baal 
in tho honMo of Ikuil, whioli he had built in Samaria. And Ahab made 
a giHA'o ; antl Ahab ditl mort^ tct jirovoke the IiORD God of Israel to anger 
thm\ tvll tho kingM of Idraol that were before him. 

And KlijtUi tlio Tishbito, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said 
unto Ahab, As tho Loud (^i of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, 
there shall not Iw dow nor I'ain tliese years, but according to my word. 
And tho woixl of tho Lord came unto him, saying, Get thee henpe, and 
turn thoe otistwainl, and hide tliyself by the brook Cherith, that is before 
Jordan. Ami it sliall be that thou slialt drink of the brook; and I 
have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. So he went and did 
according unto the word of the Lord : for he went and dwelt by the 
brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. And the ravens brought him 
bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening ; and 
he drank of the brook. And it came to pass after a while, that the 
brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land. 

And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying. Arise, get thee to 
Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have 
commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee. So he arose and 
went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold. 
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the widow woman waa there gathering of sticks ; and he called to her, 
and said, Fetdi me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may 
drink. And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, 
Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. And she said, 
As the Lord thy Gk>d liveth, I have not a cake, but an liandful of meal 
in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse : and, behold, I am gathering two 
sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my sou, that we may eat it, 
and die. And Elijah said unto her. Fear not; go and do as thou liast said : 
but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after 
make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith the Lord (rod of Israel, 
The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, 
until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth. And she 
went and did according to the saying of Elijah : and she, and he, and 
her house, did eat many days. And the barrel of meal wasted not, 
neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord, which 
he spake by Elijah. 

And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the 
mistress of the house, fell sick ; and his sickness was so sore that there 
was no breath left in him. And she said unto Elijah, What have I to 
da with thee, O thou man of Gk>d? art thou come imto me to call my sin 
to remembrance, and to slay my son? And he said unto her, Give me 
thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into 
a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. And he cried 
unto the Lord, and said, Lord my God, hast thou also brought evil 
upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son ? And he 
stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lord, 
and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into 
him again. And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah ; and the soul of 
the child came into him again, and he revived. And Elijah took the 
child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and 
delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said. See, thy son liveth. 
And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a 
man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth. 

And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the Lord came 
to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab ; and I 
will send rain upon the earth. And Elijah went to shew himself unto 
Ahab. And there was a sore famine in Samaria. And Ahab called 
Obadiah, which was the governor of his house. (Now Obadiah feared 
the Lord greatly : for it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the 
Lord, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in 
a cave, and fed them with bread and water.) And Ahab said unto 
Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all fountains of water, and unto all 
brooks : peradventure we may find grass to save the horses and mules 
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hUvo, that wu limo not all the beasts. So they divided ihe land between 
thoin to iMuw thruui^hout it : Ahab went one way by liwMiJf^ and Ofair 
(liah went another way by himself. 

Anil as Obailiali wiu* in the way, behold, Elijah met him : and be 
knew him, and fell on his face, and said, Art thou that my lord 
And he answertKl him, I am * go, tell thy lord. Behold, Elijah 
And he said, What have I sinned, that thou wonldest deliver thj 
into the hand of Ahab, to slay me? As the Lord thy God livetfa, there 
w no tuition or kingdom whither my lord hath not sent to se^ tfaee: 
and when tliey said, lie is not there ; he took an oath of the kingdom 
and nation, tliat they found thee not. And now thou sayesfc. Go, tdl 
thy lord, Hehohi, Elijah is here. And it shall oome to pass, as soon as I 
am gttne from thee, that the Spirit of the Lord shall cany thee whitfarar 
1 know not ; luul ho when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find 
thee, he shall slay me : but I thy servant fear the Lord from my youth. 
Wtut it not told my lord what I did when Jezebel slew the profd^ of 
the I A) HI), how 1 hid an hundred men of the Lord's prophets by fifty in 
a (*ave, antl fed them with bread and water? And now thou sayest, Go, 
tell thy loixl, l^hold, Elijah is here : and he shall slay me. And Elijah 
Miid, Ah the Lokd of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I will sundy 
Hhew myMelf unto him to day. So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told 
him : and Aliab went to meet Elijah. 

And it C4ime to |)ass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto 
him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? And he answered, I have not 
tro\d>lod iHraol ; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have for- 
saken the (HHumandmentH of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim. 
Now thoiH^fore nend, and gtither to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and 
the prophets of lliuil four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the 
groves four hundnui, which eat at Jezebel's table. So Ahab sent unto ^ 
all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount^^ 
Carmel. 

And Elijah came unto all the people, and said. How long halt y 
between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal 
then follow him. And the jieople answered him not a word. Then sai 
Elijah unto the j>eople, I, oven I only, remain a prophet of the Lord ^ 
but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. Let them therefore 
give us two bullocks ; imd let them choose one bullock for themselves ^ 
and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under : and I 
will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under : 
and call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on .the name of the 
Lord : and the Goil that answereth by fire, let him be Grod. And all 
the people answered and said. It is well spoken. 

And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for 
yourselves, and dress it first ; for ye are many ; and call on the name of 
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your gods, but pat no fire under. And they took the bullock which was 
given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from 
morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no 
voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which 
was made. And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and 
said, Ciy aloud : for he is a god ; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, 
or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. 
And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives 
and lancets, tUl the blood gushed out upon them. And it came to pass, 
when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offer- 
ing of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to 
answer, nor any that regarded. And Elijah said unto all the people, 
Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And he 
repaired the altar of the Lord that was broken down. And Elijah took 
twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, 
imto whom the word of the Lord came, saying, Israel shall be thy name : 
and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord : and he 
made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures 
of seed. And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, 
and laid him on the wood, and said. Fill four barrels with water, and 
pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. And he said. Do it the 
second tune. And they did it the second time. And he said. Do it the 
third time. Ai;d they did it the third time. And the water ran round 
about the altar ; and he filled the trench also with water. And it came 
to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah 
the prophet came near, and said. Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of 
Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I 
am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. 
Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the 
Lord God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. Then the 
fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, 
and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the 
trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces : and 
they said. The Lord, he is the God ; the Lord, he is the God. And 
Elijah said unto them. Take the prophets of Baal : let not one of them 
escape. And they took them : and Elijah brought them down to the 
brook Kishon, and slew them there. 

And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink ; for there is 
a sound of abundance of rain. So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. 
And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel ; and he cast himself down 
upon the earth, and put his face between his knees, and said to his ser- 
vant. Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up, and looked, 
and said. There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times. And 
it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a 
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little doad out of the sea, like a man's hand. An^ he said, Go up, say 
unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that tJie rain stop 
thee not And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven was 
black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab 
rode, and went to JezreeL And the hand of the Lord was on Elijah ; 
and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of 
JezreeL 

And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he 
had slain all the prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messen- 
ger unto Elijah, saying. So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I 
make not thy life as the 4ife of one of them by to morrow about this 
time. And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came 
to Beer-sheba, whidi belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there. 

But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came 
and sat down under a juniper tree : and he requested for himself that he 
might die ; and said. It is enough ; now, O Lord, take away my life ; for 
I am not better than my fathers. And as he lay and slept under a 
juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and said unto him, 
Arise and eat. And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken 
on the coals, and a cnise of water at his head. And he did eat and 
drink, and laid him down again. And the angel of the Lord came 
again the second time, and touched him, and said. Arise and eat ; 
because the journey is too great. for thee. And he arose, and did eat and 
drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights' 
unto Horeb the mount of God. 

And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, 
the word of the Lord came to him, and he said unto him, What 
doest thou here, Elijah? And he said, I have been very jealous for 
the Lord God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy 
covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the 
sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my Hfe, to take 
it away. And he said, Gro forth, and stand upon the mount before 
the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by,<uid a great and strong 
wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord ; 
but the Lord was not in the wind : and after the wind an earthquake ; 
but the Lord was not in the earthquake : and after the earthquake a 
fire ; but the Lord was not in the fire : and after the fire a still small 
voice. Ajid it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in 
his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. 
And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said. What doest thou 
here, Elijah? And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God 
of hosts : because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, 
thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword ; and 



THE STORY OF ELIJAH THE TISHBITE. 217 

I, even I only, am left ; and they seek my life, to take it away. And 
the Lord said onto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of 
Damascos : and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria : 
and Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel : 
and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint to be 
prophet in thy room. And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth 
the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay : and him that escapeth from the 
sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. Tet I have left me seven thousand in 
Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth 
which hath not kissed him. 

So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was 
plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth : 
and Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle upon him. And he left 
the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said. Let me, I pray thee, kiss my 
father and my mother, and then I will follow thee. And he said 
unto him. Go back again : for what have I done to thee? And he 
returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and 
boiled their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the 
people, and they did eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and 
ministered unto him. 

And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the Jezreelite had 
a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard b^ the palace of Ahab king of 
Samaria. And Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying. Give me thy vine- 
yard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, because it is near unto 
my house : and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it ; or, if it 
seem good to thee, I will give thee the worth of it in money. And 
Naboth said to Ahab, The Lord forbid it me, that I should give the 
inheritance of my fathers unto thee. And Ahab came into his house 
heavy and displeased because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite 
had spoken to him : for he had said, I will not give thee the inheritance 
of my fathers. And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned away 
his face, and would eat no bread. 

But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him. Why is thy 
spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread? And he said unto her. Because 
I spake unto Naboth the Jezreelite, and said unto him, Give me thy 
vineyard for money ; or else, if it please thee, I will give thee another 
viueyard for it : and he answered, I will not give thee my vineyard. 
And Jezebel his wife said unto him. Dost thou now govern the kingdom 
of Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry: I will 
give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. So she wrote letters 
in Ahab's name, and sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters unto 
the elders and to the nobles that were in his city, dwelling with Naboth. 
And she wrote in the letters, saying. Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on 
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liigh among the people : and set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to 
bear witness against him, saying, Thou didst blaspheme €iod and the 
king. And then carry him out, and stone him, that he may di& And the 
men of his city, even the elders and the nobles who were the inhabitants 
in his city, did as Jezebel had sent unto them, and as it was written in 
the letters which she had sent unto them. They proclaimed a fast, 
and set Naboth on high among the people. And there came in two 
men, children of Belial, and sat before him: and the men of Belial 
witnessed against him, even against Naboth, in the presence of the 
])eople, sapug, Naboth did blaspheme God and the king. Then they 
carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him with stones, that 
he died. Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, and is 
dead. 

And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth was stoned, and 
was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vine- 
yard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give the^for money: 
for Naboth is not alive, but dead. And it came to pass, when Ahab 
heard that Nab^h was dead, that Ahab rose up to go down to the 
vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it. 

And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, Arise, 
go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, which is in Samaria : behold, he 
is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone down to possess it. 
And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou 
killed, and also taken possession? And thou shalt speak unto him, say- 
ing, Thus saith the Lord, In the place where dogs licked the blood of 
Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. And Ahab said to Elijah, 
Hast thou found me, O mine enemy? And he answered, I have found 
thee : because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the 
Lord. Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and will take away thy 
posterity, and will make thine house like the house of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, for the pro^ 
vocation wherewitli thou hast provoked me to anger, and made Israel to 
sin. And of Jezebel also spake the Lord, saying, The dogs shall eat 
Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel. Him that dieth of Ahab in the city 
the dogs shall eat; and him that dieth in the field shall the fowls of 
the ail' eat. 

But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work 
'v^dckcduess in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up. 
And he did very abominably in following idols, according to all things 
as did the Amorites, whom the Lord cast out before the children of 
Israel. And it came to pass, when Ahab heard those words, that he 
rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in 
, sackcloth, and went softly. And the word of the Lord came to Elijah 
the Tishbite, saying, Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before me? 
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because be humbleth himself before me, I will not bring the evil in his 
days : but in his son's days will I bring the evil upon his house. 
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AND they continued three years without war between Syria and 
Israel. And it came to pass in the third year, that Jehoshaphat 
the king of Judah came down to the king of Israel. And the king of 
Israel said unto his servants, Know ye that Ramoth in Gilead is 
ours, and we be still, and take it not out of the hand of the king of 
Syria? And he said unto Jehoshaphat, Wilt thou go with me to battle 
to Eamoth-gilead? And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, I am 88 
thou art, my people as thy people, my horses as thy horses. 

So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to 
Ramoth-gilead. And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, I will 
disguise myself, and enter into the battle ; but put thou on thy robes. 
And the king of Israel disguised himself, and went into the battle. But 
the king of Syria commanded his thirty and two captains that had rule 
over his chariots, saying. Fight neither with small nor great, save only 
with the king of Israel 

And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots saw Jehosha- 
phat, that they said, Surely it is the king of Israel. And they turned 
aside to fight against him : and Jehoshaphat cried out. And it came to 
pass, when the captains of the chariots perceived that it was not the king 
of Israel, that they turned back^om pursuing him. And a certain man 
drew a bow at a venture, and smote the king of Israel between the joints 
of the harness ; wherefore he said unto the driver of his chariot. Turn 
thine hand, and carry me out of the host ; for I am wounded. And the 
battle increased that day : and the king was stayed up in his chariot 
against the Syrians, and died at even : and the blood ran out of the 
wound into the midst of the chariot. And there went a proclamation 
throughout the host about the going down of the sun, saying. Every man 
to his city, and every man to his own country. 

So the king died, and was brought to Samaria ; and they buried the 
king in Samaria. And one washed the chariot in the pool of Siamaria ; 
and the dogs licked up his blood ; and they washed his armour ; accord- 
ing unto the word of the Lord .which he spake. Now the rest of the 
acts of Ahab, and all that he did, and the ivory house which he made, 
and all the cities that he built, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

So Ahab slept with his fathers ; and Ahaziah his son reigned in his 
stead. 
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AN 1> Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned to his house in peace 
to Jenisalem. And Jehu the son of TTa.iia.Tii the seer went out to 
ni<*«t hiiu« and said to king Jehoshaphat, Shouldest thou 4ielp the un- 
ginil y« and lov^ them that hate the Lord ? therefore is wrath upon thee 
fix>ui Wfure the Lord. Nevertheless there are good things found in 
thtH»« in that thou hast taken away the groves out of the land, and hast 
piv^vu^i thine heart to seek Qod, And Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jeru- 
Maloui : and he went out again through the people from Beer-sheba to 
mount £[ihraim« and brought them back unto ike Lord God of their 
fathers. 

And he 8i>t judges in the land throughout all the fenced cities of 
%Tudali, city by city, and said to the judges, Take heed what ye do: for 
ye judge not for man, but for the Lord, who is with you in the judg- 
ments Wherefore now let the fear of the Lord be upon you ; take heed 
and do it : for tliere is no iniquity with the Lord our Qod, nor respect 
of {H^rsons, nor taking of gifts. 

NIoivover in «Terusalem did Jehoshaphat set of the Iievites, and of 
the pnestJ9, and of the oiiief of the fathers of Israel, for the judgment of 
the Li>RD, and for contro\*ersies, when they returned to Jerusalem. 
And ho ohargeii tiiem, saying, Thus shall ye do in the fear of the Lord, 
faithfully, and witli a perfect heart Deal courageously, and the Lord 
sliall be with the gvHxl. 

It came to [>ass after this also, that the children of Moab, and the 
children of Ammon« and with them other beside the Ammonites, came 
against Jehoshaphat to battle. Then there came some that told Je- 
hosliaphat, saying, There cometh a great multitude against thee from 
beyond the sea on this side Syria ; and, behold, they be in Hazazon- 
tamar, which is £u-gedi. And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to 
seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. And 
JudtUi gathereil themselves together, to ask help of the Lord : even out 
of all tlie cities of Judali thev came to seek the Lord. 

And Jehosliaphat stood in the congregation of Judah an(i Jerusalem, 
in the house of the Lord, befoi'e the new court, and ^d, O Lord God 
of our fathers, art not thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou over 
all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in thiDe hand is there not power 
and might, so that none is able to withstand thee? Art not thou our 
Gk)d, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy people 
Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend for ever? And 
they dwelt therein, and have built thee a sanctuary therein for thy 
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name, saying, If, when evil oometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or 
pestilence, or famine, we stand before this house, and in thy presence, 
(for thy name is in this house,) and ciy unto thee in our affliction, then 
thou wilt hear and help. And now, behold, the children of Ammon and 
Moab and mount Seir, whom thou wouldest not let Israel invade, when 
they came out of the land of Egypt, but they turned from them, and 
destroyed them not ; behold, I say, how they reward us, to come to cast 
us out of thjL possession, which thou hast given us to inherit. O our 
Grod, wilt thou not judge them? for we have no might against this great 
company that cometh against us ; neither know we what to do : but our 
eyes are upon thee. And all Judah stood before the Lord, with their 
little ones, their wives, and their children. 

Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechanah, the son of Benaiah, the son 
of Jei^, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, came the 
Spirit of the Lord in the midst of the congregation; and he said. 
Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king 
Jehoahaphat, Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed 
by reason of this great multitude ; for the battle is not yours, but Ood's. 
To morrow go ye down against them : behold, they come up by the cliff 
of Ziz ; and ye shall find them at the end of the brook, before the wil- 
derness of Jeruel. Ye shall not need to fight in this battle : set your- 
selves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the Lord with you, O 
Judah and Jerusalem : fear not, nor be dismayed ; to morrow go out 
against them : for the Lord will be with you. And Jehoshaphat bowed 
his head with his face to the ground : and all Judah and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem fell before the Lord, worshipping the Lord. And the 
Levites, of the children of the Kohathites, and of the children of the 
Korhites, stood up to praise the Lord God of Israel with a loud voice 
on high. 

And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilder- 
ness of Tekoa : and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, 
Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the 
Lord your God, so shall ye be established ; believe his prophets, so shall 
ye prosper. And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed 
singers unto the Lord, and that should praise the beauty of holiness, as 
they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the Lord ; for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

And when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set ambush- 
ments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which 
were come against Judah ; and they were smitten. For the children of 
Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of mount Seir, 
utterly to slay and destroy them ; and when they had made an end of 
the inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to destroy another. And 
when Ju4ab came toward the watch tower in the wil4emess, thejr looke4 
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unto the multitude, and,, behold, they were dead bodies fallen to the 
earth, and none escaped. And when Jehoshaphat and his people came 
to take away the spoil of them, they found among them in abundance 
both riches with the dead bodies, and precious jewels, which they 
stripped oflf for themselves, more than they could carry away : and they 
were three days in gathering of the spoil, it was so much. 

And on the fourth day they assembled themselves in the valley of 
Berachah ; for there they blessed the Lord : therefore the name of the 
same place was called. The valley of Berachah, unto this day. Then 
they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat in 
the forefront of them, to go again to Jerusalem with joy ; for the Lord 
had made them to rejoice over their enemies. And they came to Jeru- 
salem with psalteries and harps and trumpets unto the house of the 
Lord. And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries, 
when they had heard that the Lord fought against the enemies of Israel 
So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet: for his Grod gave him rest 
round about. 

And Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah : he was thirty and five years 
old when he began to reign, and he reigned twenty and five years in 
Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Azubah the daughter of ShilhL 
And he walked in the way of Asa his father, and departed not from it, 
doing that which was right in the sight of the Lord. Now the rest of 
the acts of Jehoshaphat, first and last, behold, they are written in the 
book of Jehu the son of TTana.ni, who is mentioned in the book of the 
kings of Israel. 
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AND it came to pass, when the Lord would take up Elijah into 
heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from GilgaL 
And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee ; for the Lord 
hath sent me to Beth-el. And Elisha said unto him. As the Lord liveth, 
and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to 
Beth-el. 

And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth-el came forth to Elisha, 
and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy 
master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye 
your peace. And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee ; 
for the Lord hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, As the Lord 
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to 
Jericho. 

And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, 
and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy 
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master from thy head to day? And he answered, Tea, I know it ; hold 
je your peace. And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here ; 
for the Lord hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the Lord 
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two 
went on. And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood 
to view afar off: and they two stood by Jordan. And Elijah took his 
mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were 
divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground. 

And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto 
Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. 
And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon 
me. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing : nevertheless, if thou 
see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee ; but if not, 
it shall not be so. And it came to pass, as they still went on^ and 
talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, 
and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind 
into heaven. 

And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of 
Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more : and he 
took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. He took 
up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and 
stood by the bank of Jordan ; and he took the mantle of Elijah that fell 
from him, and smote the waters, and said. Where is the Lord God of 
Elijah? and when he also had smitten the waters, they parted hither 
and thither: and Elisha went over. And when the sons of the pro- 
phets which were to view at Jericho saw him, they said. The spirit of 
Elijah doth rest on Elisha. And they came to meet him, and bowed 
themselves to the ground before him. 

And they said unto him. Behold now, there be with thy servants 
fifty strong men ; let them go, we pray thee, and seek thy master : lest 
peradventure the Spirit of the Lord hath taken him up, and cast him 
upon some mountain, or into some valley. And hie said, Te shall not 
send. And when they urged him till he was ashamed, he said, Send. 
They sent therefore fifty men ; and they sought three days, but found 
him not. And when they came again to him, (for he tarried at Jericho,) 
he said unto them. Did I not say unto you. Go not? 

And the men of the city said unto Elisha, Behold, I pray thee, the 
situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord seeth : but the water is 
naught, and the ground barren. And he said. Bring me a new cruse, 
and put salt therein. And they brought it to him. And he went forth 
unto the spring of the waters, and cast the salt in there, and said. Thus 
saith the Lord, I have healed these waters ; there shall not be from 
thence any more death or barren land. So the waters were healed unto 
this day, according to the saying of Elisha which he spake. 
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And he weut up from thence unto Beth-el : and as he was going up 
by the way, there came forth little children out of the city, and mocked 
him, and aaid unto him, Qo up, thou bald head ; go up, thou bald head. 
And he turned back, and looked on them, and cursed them in the name 
of the IjORD. And there came forth two she bears out of the wood, and 
tare forty and two children of them. And he went from thence to 
mount Carmel, and from thence he returned to Samaria. 
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NOW there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the pro- 
phets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead ; and 
thou knowest that thy servant did fear the Lord : and the creditor is 
come to take unto him my two sons to be bondmen. And Eliisha said 
unto her, Wliat shall I do for thee? tell me, what hast thou in the house? 
And she said, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the house, save a 
[)ot of oil. Tlien he said, Oo, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neigh- 
bours, even empty vessels; borrow not a few. And when thou art come 
in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pour 
out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is fulL 

So she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons, 
who brought the vessels to her ; and she poured out. And it came to 
pass, when the vessels were full, that she said unto her son, Bring me 
yet a vessel. And he said unto her. There is not a vessel more. And 
the oil stayed. Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, 
C^o, sell tlie oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy children of the rest. 

And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great 
woman; and she constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, that as 
oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread. And she said 
unto her husband. Behold now, I perceive that this is an holy man of 
God, which passeth by us continually. Let us make a little chamber, I 
pray thee, on the wall; and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, 
and a stool, and a candlestick : and it shall be, when he cometh to us, 
that he shall turn in thither. And it fell on a day, that he came thither, 
and he turned into the chamber, and lay there. And he said to G«hazi 
his servant, Call this Shunammite. And when he had called her, she 
stood before him. And he said unto him. Say now unto her, Behold, 
thou hast been careful for us with all this care ; what is to be done for 
thee ? wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the 
host? And she answered, I dwell among mine own people. And he 
said. What then is to be dope for her? And Gehazi answered. Verily 
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she hath no child, and her husband is old. And he said, Call her. And 
when he had called her, she stood in the door. And he said, About this 
season, according to the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son. And she 
said. Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto thine handmaid. 
And the woman bare a son at that season that Elisha had said unto her. 

And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that he went out to 
his father to the reapers. And he said unto his father. My head, my 
head. And he said to a lad. Carry him to his mother. And when he 
had taken him, and brought him to his mother, he sat on her knees till 
noon, and then died. And she went up, and laid him on the bed of the 
man of God, and shut the door upon him, and went out. 

And she called unto her husband, and said. Send me, I pray thee, one 
of the young men, and one of the asses, that I may run to the man of 
Grod, and come again. And he said. Wherefore wilt thou go to him to 
day ? it is neither new moon nor sabbath. And she said, It shall be 
well. Then she saddled an ass, and said to her servant. Drive, and go 
forward ; slack not thy riding for me, except I bid thee. So she went 
and came unto the man of God to mount CarmeL And it came to 
pass, when the man of God saw her afar off, that he said to Gehazi his 
servant. Behold, yonder is that Shunammite : run now, I pray thee, to meet 
her, and say unto her, Is it well with thee? is it well with thy husband? 
is it well with the child? And she answered. It is welL And when she 
came to the man of God to the hill, she caught him by the feet : but 
Gehazi came near to thrust her away. And the man of God said. Let 
her alone ; for her soul is vexed within her : and the Lord hath hid it 
from me, and hath not told me. Then she said. Did I desire a son of 
my lord? did I not say. Do not deceive me ? Then he said to Gehazi, 
Gird up thy loins, and take my staff in thine hand, and go thy way : if 
thou meet any man, salute him not ; and if any salute thee, answer 
him not again : and lay my staff upon the face of the child. And the 
mother of the child said. As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I 
will not leave thee. And he arose, and followed her. And Gehazi 
passed on before them, and laid the staff upon the face of the child ; but 
there was neither voice nor hearing. Wherefore he went again to meet 
him, and told him, saying, The child is not awaked. And when Elisha 
was come into the house, behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his 
bed. He went in, therefore, and shut the door upon them twain, and 
prayed unto the Lord. And he went up, and lay upon the child, and 
put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands 
upon his hands : and he stretched himself upon the cluld ; and the flesh 
of the child waxed warm. Then he returned, and walked in the house 
to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon him: and the child 
sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes. And he called 
Gehazi, and said, Call this Shunammite. So he called her. And wheu 
(276) 15 
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she was come in unto him, he said, Take up thy son. Then she went in, 
and fell at his feet, and bowed herself to the ground, and took up her 
son, and went out. 

And Elisha came again to Gilgal : and there was a dearth in the land; 
and the sons of the prophets were sitting before him : and he said unto 
his servant. Set on the great pot, and seethe pottage for the sons of the 
prophets. And one went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a 
wild vine, and gathered thereof wild gourds his lap full, and came and 
shred them into the pot of pottage : for they knew them not. So they 
poured out for the men to eat. And it came to pass, as they were eat- 
ing of the pottage, that they cried out, and said, O thou man of Grod, 
there is death in the pot. And they could not eat thereof. But he said, 
Then bring meaL And he cast it into the pot ; and he said, Pour out 
for the people, that they may eat. And there was no harm in the pot. 

And there came a man from Baal-shalisha, and brought the man of 
God bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves of barley, and full ears of 
com in the husk thereof. And he said, Give unto the people, that they 
may eat And his servitor said. What ! should I set this before an hun- 
dred men? He said again. Give the people, that they may eat : for thus 
saith the Lord, They shall eat, and shall leave thereof. So he set it before 
them, and they did eat, and left thereof, according to the word of the 
Lord. 
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NOW Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great 
man with his master, and honourable, because by him the Lord 
had given deliverance unto Syria : he was also a mighty man in valour, 
but he was a leper. And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and 
had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she 
waited on Naaman's wife. And she said unto her mistress, Would God 
my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria ! for he would recover 
him of his leprosy. And one went in, and told his lord, saying. Thus 
and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel. And the king of 
Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter unto the king of Israel. 
And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thou- 
sand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. And he brought the 
letter to the king of Israel, saying. Now when this letter is come unto 
thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my servant to thee, that 
thou mayest recover him of his leprosy. And it came to pass, when the 
king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said. Am 
I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to 
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recover a man of his leprosy? wherefore consider, I pray you, and see 
bow he seeketiii a quarrel against me. 

And it was so, when Elisha the man of €k)d had heard that the king 
of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying. Where- 
fore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall 
know that there is a prophet in Israel. So Naaman came with his horses 
and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. And 
Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven 
times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. 
But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought. He 
will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the Lord 
his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper. Ai'e 
not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the wateni 
of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and 
went away in a rage. And his servants came near, and spake unto him, 
and said. My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, 
wouldest thou not have done it ? how much rather then, when he saith 
to thee. Wash, and be clean? Then went he down, and dipped himself 
seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God : and 
his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 

And he returned to the man of G^, he and all his company, and came, 
and stood before him : and he said. Behold, now I know that there is no 
God in all the earth, but in Israel : now therefore, I pray thee, take a 
blessing of thy servant. But he said. As the Lord liveth, before whom 
I stand, I will receive none. And he urged him to take it; but he 
refused. And Naaman said. Shall there not then, I pray thee, be given 
to thy servant two mules' burden of earth ? for thy servant will hence- 
forth oflfer neither burnt oflfering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto 
the Lord. In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that when my 
master goeth into the house of Kimmon to worship there, and he leaneth 
on my hand, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon : when I bow 
down myself in the house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in 
this thing. And he said unto him, Go in peace. So he departed from 
him a little way. 

But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, Behold, my 
master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his hands 
that which he brought : but, as the Lord liveth, I will run after him, 
and take somewhat of him. So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And 
when Naaman saw him running after him, he lighted down from the 
chariot to meet him, and said. Is all well? And he said. All is well. 
My master hath sent me, saying, Behold, even now there be come to me 
from mount Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets : give 
them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of garments. And 
Naaman said. Be content, take two talents. And he urged him, and 
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boimd two uJentB of aQver in two bags, with two changes of garments, 
and laid them opon two of his servants; and they bare them before 
him. 

And whok he came to the tower, he took them from their hand, and 
bestowed them in the house : and he let* the men go, and they departed. 
But he went in, and stood before his master. And Elisha said unto him, 
Whence oomest thou, Gehazi? And he said. Thy servant went no 
whither. And he said unto him. Went not mine heart with thee, when 
the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee ? Is it a time to 
receive money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, 
and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and maidservants ? The leprosy 
therefore of Naanian shall cleave unto thee, and imto thy seed for ever. 
And he went out from his presence a leper as white as snow. 
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AND the sons of the prophets said unto Elisha, Behold now, the -place 
where we dwell with thee is too strait for us. Let us go, we pray 
thee, unto Joixlau, and take thence every man a beam, and let us make 
us a place there, where we may dwelL And he answered, Go ye. And 
one said. Be content, I pray thee, and go with thy servants. And he 
answered, I will ga So he went with them. And when they came to 
Jordan, they cut down wood. But as one was felling a beam, the axe 
head fell into the water : and he cried, and said, Alas, master ! for it was 
borrowed. And the man of God said. Where fell it ? And he shewed 
him the place. And he cut down a stick, and cast it in thither ; and the 
iron did swim. Therefore said he. Take it up to thee. And he put out 
his hand, and took it. 

Then the king of Syria warred against Israel, and took counsel with 
his servants, saying, In such and such a place shall be my camp. And 
the man of God sent unto the king of Israel, saying. Beware that thou 
pass not such a place ; for thither the Syrians are come down. And the 
king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him and 
warned him of, and saved himself there, not once nor twice. Therefore 
the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this thing ; and he 
called his servants, and said unto them. Will ye not shew me which of 
us is for the king of Israel ? And one of his servants said, None, my 
lord, O king : but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king 
of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber. 

And he said, Go and spy where he is, that I may send and fetch him. 
And it was told him, saying, Behold, he is in Dothan. Therefore sent 
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he thither horses, and chariots, and a great host : and they came by night, 
and compassed the city about. And when the servant of the man of 
Grod was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an liost comi)ai<Hed the 
city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, 
Alas, my master! how shall we do? And he answered, Fear not: for 
they that be with us are more than they that be with them. And Elisha 
prayed, and said. Lord, I pray thee, open liis eyes, that he may see. 
And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man ; and he saw : and, 
behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about 
Elisha. And when they came down to him, Elisha prayed unto the 
Lord, and said, Smite this people, I pray thee, witli blindness. And he 
smote them with blindness according to the word of Elisha. 

And Elisha said unto them, This is not the way, neither in this the 
city : follow me, and I will bring you to the man whom ye seek. But he 
led them to Samaria. And it came to pass, when they were come into 
Samaria, that Elisha said, Lord, open the eyes of these men, tliat they 
may see. And the Lord opened their eyes, and they saw ; and, behoKl, 
they were in the midst of Samaria. And the king of Israel said imto 
Elisha, when he saw them. My father, shall I smite them? shall I smite 
them? And he answered. Thou shalt not smite them: wouldest thou 
smite those whom thou hast taken captive with thy sword and with thy 
bow? set bread and water before them, that they may eat and drink, and 
go to their master. And he prepared great provision for them: and 
when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they went to 
their master. So the bands of Syria came no more into the land of 
IsraeL 

And it came to pass after this, that Ben-hadad king of Syria gathered 
all his host, and went up, and besieged Samaria. And there was a great 
famine in Samaria : and, behold, they besieged it, until an ass's head was 
sold for fourscore pieces of silver, and the fourth part of a cab of dove's 
dung for five pieces of silver. And as the king of Israel was passing 
by upon the wall, there cried a woman unto him, saying. Help, my lord, 
O king. And he said. If the Lord do not help thee, whence shall I help 
thee? out of the bamfloor, or out of the winepress? And the king said 
unto her. What aileth thee? And she answered. This woman said unto 
me. Give thy son, that we may eat him to day, and we will eat my son 
to morrow. So we boiled my son, and did eat him : and I said unto her 
on the next day. Give thy son, that we may eat him : and she hath hid 
her son. 

And it came to pass, when the king heard the words of the woman, 
that he rent his clothes ; and he passed by upon the wall, and the people 
looked, and, behold, he had sackcloth within upon his flesh. Then he 
said, God do so and more also to me, if the head of Elisha the son of 
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Shaphat shall stand on him this day. But Elisha sat in his house, and 
the elders sat with him ; and the king sent a man from before hiin : but 
ere the messenger came to him, he said to the elders, See ye how this 
son of a murderer hath sent to take away mine head ? look, when the mes- 
senger Cometh, shut the door, and hold him fast at the door : is not the 
sound of his master's feet behind him? And while he yet talked with 
them, behold, the messenger came down unto him : and he said. Behold, 
this evil is of the Lord ; what should I wait for the Lord any longer? 

Then Elisha said. Hear ye the word of the Lord; Thus saith the 
Lord, To morrow about this time shall a measure of fine flour be sold 
for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, in the gate of 
Samaria. Then a lord on whose hand the king leaned answered the man 
of God, and said. Behold, if the Lord would make windows in heaven, 
might this thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine 
eyes, but shalt not eat thereof. 

And there were four leprous men at the entering in of the gate : and 
they said one to another. Why sit we here until we die? K we say, We 
will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die 
there : and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and 
let us fall unto the host of the Syrians : if they save us alive, we shall 
live ; and if they kill us, we shall but die. And they rose up in the 
twilight, to go unto the camp of the Syrians : and when they were come 
to the uttermost part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no man 
there. For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise 
of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host : and 
they said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath hired against us the 
kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us. 
Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents, and 
their horses, and their asses, even the camp as it was, and fled for their 
life. And when these lepers came to the uttermost part of the camp, 
they went into one tent, and did eat and drink, and carried thence silver, 
and gold, and raiment, and went and hid it; and came again, and 
entered into another tent, and carried thence also, and went and hid it. 
Then they said one to another, We do not well: this day is a day of good 
tidings, and we hold our peace : if we tarry till the morning light, some 
mischief will come upon us : now therefore come, that we may go and 
tell the king's household. So they came and called unto the porter of 
the city: and they told them, saying, We came to the camp of the 
Syrians, and, behold, there was no man there, neither voice of man, but 
horses tied, and asses tied, and the tents as they were. And he called 
the porters ; and they told it to the king's house within. 

And the king arose in the night, and said unto his servants, I will now 
shew you what the Syrians have done to us. They know that we be 
hungry; therefore are they gone out of the camp to hide themselves in 
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the field, saying, When they come out of the city, we shall catch them 
alive, and get into the city. And one of his servants answered and said. 
Let some take, I pray thee, five of the horses that remain, which are left 
in the city, and let us send and see. They took therefore two chariot 
horses ; and the king sent after the host of the Syrians, saying. Go and 
see. And they went after them tmto Jordan : and, lo, all the way was 
full of garments and vessels, which the Syrians had cast away in their 
haste. And the messengers returned, and told the king. And the 
people went out, and spoiled the tents of the Syrians. So a measure of 
fine flour was sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a 
shekel, according to the word of the Lord. 

And the king appointed the lord on whose hand he leaned to have the 
charge of the gate : and the people trode upon him in the gate, and he 
died, as the man of Qod had said, who spake when the king came down 
to him. And it came to pass as the man of God had spoken to the king, 
saying. Two measures of barley for a shekel, and a measure of fine flour 
for a shekel, shall be to morrow about this time in the gate of Samaria : 
and that lord answered the man of God, and said. Now, behold, if the 
Lord should make windows in heaven, might such a thing be ? And he 
said. Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof. 
And so it fell out unto him : for the people trode upon him in the gate, 
and he died. 

Then spake Elisha unto the woman, whose son he had restored to life, 
saying. Arise, and go thou and thine household, and sojourn wheresoever 
thou canst sojourn : for the Lord hath called for a famine ; and it shall 
also come upon the land seven years. And the woman arose, and did 
after the saying of the man of (xod ; and she went with her household, 
and sojourned in the land of the Philistines seven years. And it came 
to pass at the seven years' end, that the woman returned out of the land 
of the Philistines : and she went forth to ciy unto the king for her house 
and for her land. And the king talked with Gehazi the servant of the 
man of God, saying, Tell me, I pray thee, all the great things that Elisha 
hath done. And it came to pass, as he was telling the king how he had 
restored a dead body to life, that, behold, the woman, whose son he had 
restored to life, cried to the king for her house and for her land. And 
Grehazi said. My lord, O king, this is the woman, and this is her son, 
whom Elisha restored to life. And when the king asked the woman, 
she told him. So the king appointed unto her a certain officer, saying, 
Bestore all that was hers, and all the fruits of the field since the day 
that she left the land, even until now. 
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AND Joram slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in 
the city of David : and Ahazdah his son reigned in his stead. 

In the twelfth year of Joram the son of Ahab king of Israel did Aha- 
ziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah begin to reign. Two and twenty 
years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign ; and he reigned one year 
in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Athaliah, the daughter of 
Omri king of Israel And he walked in the way of the house of Ahab, 
and did evil in the sight of the Lord, Os did the house of Ahab : for he 
was the son in law of the house of Ahab. (He was slain in battle hy Jehu.) 

But when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, 
she arose and destroyed all the seed royal of the house of Judah. But 
Jehoshabeath, the daughter of the king, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, 
and stole him from among the king's sons that were slain, and put him 
and his nurse in a bedchamber. So Jehoshabeath, the daughter of king 
Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the priest (for she was the sister of Aha- 
ziah,) hid him from Athaliah, so that she slew him not. And he waa 
with them hid in the house of God six years : and Athaliah reigned over 
the land. 

And in the seventh year Jehoiada strengthened himself, and took the 
captains of hundreds, A zariah the son of Jeroham, and Ishmael the son 
of Jehohanan, and Azariah the son of Obed, and Maaseiah the son of 
Adaiah, and Elishaphat the son of Zichri, into covenant with him. And 
they went about in Judah, and gathered the Levites out of all the cities 
of Judah, and the chief of the fathers of Israel, and they came to Jeru- 
salem. And all the congregation made a covenant with the king in the 
house of (xod. And he said imto them. Behold, the king's son shall 
reign, as the Lord hath said of the sons of David. This is the thing 
that ye shall do ; A third part of you entering on the sabbath, of the 
priests and of the Levites, shall be porters of the doors ; and a third 
part shall be at the king's house ; and a third part at the gate of the 
foundation : and all the people shall be in the courts of the house of the 
Lord. But let none come into the house of the Lord, save the priests, 
and they that minister of the Levites ; they shall go in, for they are 
holy : but all the people shall keep the watch of the Lord. And the 
Levites shall compass the king round about, every man with his weapons 
in his hand ; and whosoever else cometh into the house, he shall be put 
to death : but be ye with the king when he cometh in, and when he 
goeth out. So the Levites and all Judah did according to all things 
that Jehoiada the priest had commanded, and took every man his men 
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that were to come in on the sabbath, with them that were to go out on the 
sabbath : for Jehoiada the priest dismissed not the courses. Moreover 
Jehoiada the priest delivered to the captains of hundreds spears, and 
bucklers, and shields, that had been king David's, which were in the 
house of God. And he set all the people, every man having his weapon 
in his hand, from the right side of the temple to the left side of the 
temple, along by the altar and the temple, by the king round about. 
Then they brought out the king's son, and put upon him the crown, and 
gave him the testimony, and made him king. And Jehoiada and his 
sons anointed him, and said, (xod save the king. 

Now when Athaliah heard the noise of the people running and praising 
the king, she came to the people into the house of the Lord : and she 
looked, and, behold, the king stood at his pillar at the entering in, and 
the princes and the trumpets by the king : and all the people of the land 
rejoiced, and sounded with trumpets, also the singers with instruments 
of musick, and such as taught to sing praise. Then Athaliah rent her 
clothes, and said, Treason, Treason. Hien Jehoiada the priest brought 
out the captains of himdreds that were set over the host, and said unto 
them. Have her forth of the ranges : and whoso followeth her, let him 
be slain with the sword. For the priest said. Slay her not in the house 
of the Lord. So they laid hands on her ; and when she was come to 
the entering of the horse gate by the king's house, they slew her there. 

And Jehoiada made a covenant between him, and between all the 
people, and between the king, that they should be the Lord's people. 
Then all the people went to the house of Baal, and brake it down, and 
brake his altars and his images in pieces, and slew Mattan the priest of 
Baal before the altars. And all ifie people of the land rejoiced : and the 
city was quiet, after that they had slain Athaliah with the sword. 

Joash was seven years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
forty years in Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Zibiah of Beer- 
sheba. And Joash did that which was right in the sight of the Lord 
all the days of Jehoiada the priest 

But Jehoiada waxed old, and was full of days when he died ; an hun- 
dred and thirty years old was he when he died. And they buried him 
in the city of David among the kings, because he had done good in Israel, 
both toward God, and toward his house. 

Now after the death of Jehoiada came the princes of Judah, and made 
obeisance to the king. Then the king hearkened unto them. And they 
left the house of the Lord God of their fathers, and served groves and idols : 
and wrath came' upon Judah and Jerusalem for this their trespass 

And it came to pass at the end of the year, that the host of Syria came 
up against him : and they came to Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed 
all the princes of the people from among the people, and sent all the spoil 
of them unto the king of Damascus. For the army of the Syrians came 
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with a small company ol men, and the Lord delivCTed a yeiy great host 
into their hand, because they had f oraaken the Lord God oi their fathers. 
So they executed judgment against Joash. And when they were de- 
parted from him, (for they left him in great diseases,) his own servants 
conspired against, and slew him aa his bed, and he died : and they buried 
him in the city of David, but they buried him not in the sepulchres of 
the kings. And these are they that conspired against him ; Zabad the 
son of Shimeath an Ammonitess, and Jehozabad the son of Shimrith a 
Moabitess. 

Now concerning his sons, and the greatness of the burdens laid upon 
him, and the repairing of the house of God, behold, they are written in 
the stoiy of the book of the kings. And Amaziah his son reigned in his 
stead 
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THEN all the people of Judah took tJzztah, who was sixteen years 
old, and made him king in the room of his father Amaziah. Six- 
teen years old was Uzziah when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty 
and two years in Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Jecoliah of 
JerusalenL And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, 
according to all that his father Amaziah did. And he sought God in 
the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in the visions of Grod : 
and as long as he sought the Lord, God made him to prosper. And he 
went forth and warred against the Philistines. And God helped him 
against the Philistines, and against the Arabians that dwelt in Gur-baal, 
and the Mehunims. And the Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah : and his 
name spread abroad even to the entering in of Egypt ; for he strength- 
ened himself exceedingly. Moreover Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem 
at the comer gate, and at the valley gate, and at the turning of the wall, 
and fortified them. Also he built towers in the desert, and digged many 
wells : for he had much cattle, both in the low country and in the plains : 
husbandmen also, and vine dressers in the mountains, and in Carmel : 
for he loved husbandry. Moreover Uzziah had an host of fighting men, 
that went out to war by bands, according to the number of their account 
by the hand of Jeiel the scribe and Maaseiah the ruler, under the hand 
of Hananiah, one of the king's captains. And Uzziah prepared for them 
throughout all the host shields, and spears, and helmets, and habergeons, 
and bows, and slings to cast stones. And he made in Jerusalem engines, 
invented by cunning men, to be on the towers and upon the bulwarks, 
to shoot arrows and great stones withal And his name spread far 
abroad ; for he was marvellously helped, till he was strong. 
But when he was strong, hia heart was lifted up to his destruction : 
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for he transgressed against the Lord his God, and went into the temple 
of the Lord to bum incense upon the altar of incense. And Azariah the 
priest went in after him, and with him fourscore priests of the Lord, 
that were valiant men : and they withstood Uzziah the king, and said 
unto him. It appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to bum incense unto 
the Lord, but to the priests the sons of Aaron, that are consecrated to 
bum incense : go out of the sanctuary ; for thou hast trespassed ; neither 
shall it be for thine honour from the Lord God. Then Uzziah was 
wroth, and had a censer in his hand to bum incense : and while he was 
wroth with the priests, the leprosy even rose up in his forehead before 
the priests in the house of the Lord, from beside the incense altar. And 
Azariah the chief priest, and all the priests, looked upon him, and, be- 
hold, he was leprous in his forehead, and they thrust him out from 
thence ; yea, himself hasted also to go out, because the Lord had smitten 
him. And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his death, and 
dwelt in a several house, being a leper ; for he was cut off from the house 
of the Lord : and Jotham hisson was over the king's house, judging the 
people of the land. 

Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first and last, did Isaiah the prophet, 
the son of Amoz, write. So Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they buried 
him with his fathers in the field of the burial which belonged to the 
kings ; for they said, He is a leper : and Jotham his son reigned in his 
stead. 
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NOW the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, say- 
ing. Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it ; for 
their wickedness is come up before me. But Jonah rose up to flee unto 
Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, and went down to Joppa ; and 
he found a ship going to Tarshish : so he paid the fare thereof, and went 
down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence ctf the Lord. 
But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a 
mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. Then 
the mariners were afraid, and cried every man imto his god, and cast 
forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. 
But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ^p ; and he lay, and 
was fast asleep. So the shipmaster came to him, and said imto him. 
What meanest thou, O sleeper ? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that 
God will think upon us, that we perish not. And they said every one 
to his fellow. Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose 
cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. 
Then said they unto him. Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evU 
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is upon us ; What is thine oocopation ? Mod whence oomest thou ? what 
is thy country ? and oi what people art thoa I And he said unto them, 
I am an Hebrew ; and I fear the Lord, the God of heaven, which hath 
made the sea and the dry land. Then were the men exceedingly afraid, 
and said unto him. Why hast thou done this ? For the men knew that 
he fled from the presence of the Lord, because he had told them. 

Then said they unto him. What shall we do unto thee, that the se-a 
may be calm unto us ? for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous. And 
he said unto them. Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea ; so shall 
the sea be calm unto you : for I know that for my sake this great tempest 
is upon you. Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land ; 
but they could not : for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against 
them. Wherefore they cried unto the Lord, and said. We beseech thee, 
O Lord, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man's life, and lay 
not upon us innocent blood : for thou, O Lord, hast done as it pleased 
thee. So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea : and the 
sea ceased from her raging. Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, 
and offered a sacrifice unto the Lord, and made vows. 

Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And 
Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 

Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fish's belly. And 
the Lord spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. 

And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second time, saying, 
Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching 
that I bid thee. So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to 
the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of 
three days' journey. And Jonah began to enter into the dty a day's 
journey, and he cried, and said. Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown. 

So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and 
put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them. 
For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, 
and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat 
in ashes. And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through 
Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying. Let neither 
man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing : let them not feed, nor 
drink water : but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry 
mightily unto Grod : yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and 
from the violence that is in their hands. Who can tell if God will turn 
and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not ? 

And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way ; and 
God repented of the evil that he had said that he would do unto them ; 
and he did it not. 
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But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. And 
he prayed unto the Lord, and said, I pray thee, O Lord, was not this 
my saying, when I was yet in my country ? Therefore I fled befoi*e unto 
Tarshish : for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow 
to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. There- 
fore now, O Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life from me ; for it is l>etter 
for me to die than to live. 

Then said the Lord, Doest thou well to be angry ? So Jonah went 
out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him 
a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would 
become of the city. And the Lord God prepared a gourd, and made it to 
come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver 
him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. But 
God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote 
the gourd that it withered. And it came to pass, when the sun did 
arise, that (xod prepared a vehement east wind ; and the sun beat upon 
the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and 
said. It is better for me to die than to live. And Gk)d said to Jonah, 
Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd ? And he said, I do well to 
be angry, even unto death. Then said the Lord, Thou hast had pity 
on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it 
grow ; which came up in a night, and perished in a night : and should 
not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore 
thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their 
left hand : and also much cattle ? 



THE TEN TRIBES CARRIED INTO CAPTIVITY. 

« 

IN the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah began Hoshea the son oi 
Elah to reign in Samaria over Israel nine years. And he did that 
which was evil in the sight of the Lord, but not as the kings of Israel 
that were before him. 

Against him came up Shalmaneser king of Assyria ; and Hoshea be- 
came his servant, and gave him presents. And the king of Ass3rria 
found conspiracy in Hoshea ; for he had sent messengers to So king of 
Egypt, and brought no present to the king of Assyria, as he had done 
year by year ; therefore the king of Assyria shut him up, and bound him 
in prison. 

Then the king of Assyria came up throughout aH the land, and went 
up to Samaria, and besieged it three years. 

In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Ass3rria took Samaria, and 
carried Israel away into Assyria, and placed them in Halah and in 
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HalM)r by tho river of Gozan, and in the cities <tf the Mfdpa For ao it 
wiiM, that tho children uf Israel had sinned against the Jjokd thar God, 
which had brought them up out of the hmd d Egypt, fron under tbe 
hand of riiaraoh king of Egypt, and had feared otho* gods^ and miked 
in iho ntatuU^M of the heathen, whom the Lord cast out from hefise tiie 
ohiUiivn of iHrael, and of the kings of Israel, which they had made. .And 
tho ohiMriMi of Israel did secretly those things that were not li^it 
tho li<»Ri) thoir Uoil, and they built them high places in all tliei 
twnw tho towor of the watchmen to the fenced dty. And they set tfa^n 
up iiniif(iHi II lid groves in every high hill, and under every green tzee : 
and Www thoy btirut incense in all the high places, as did the heft^ieii 
whuu) tho liORD carried away before them; and wrought wicked things 
to ]u\>voko i\w liOJMi to anger: for they served idols, where<tf the Lobd 
huii Haid tmto thein, Ye shall not do this thing. Yet the Lord testified 
MftninHt UrtioK and against Judah, by all the prophets, and by all the 
MHMit, Maying, l\iru ye from your evil ways, and keep my commandmoits 
and my utatutt^ ainx^niing to all the law which I commanded your 
fathoiK, and which I sent to you by my servants the prophets. Not- 
withntaniHng thoy would not hear, but hardened their necks, like to the 
nwk of thoir fathors, Uiat did not believe in the Lord their GkxL And 
thoy ivjivtiHi his statutes, and his covenant that he made with their 
fathom, and his t^^etimonies which he testified against them; and they 
foUowovi vanity, and became vain, and went after the heathen that were 
iH>und alnmt thorn, ci>nceming whom the Lord .had charged them, that 
thoy HhouUi not do like them. And they left all the commandments of 
tho liimn Uioir OihI, and made them molten images, even two calves, and 
inado a gix>vo, and worshii)ped all the host of heaven, and served BaaL 
And thoy iwunihI thoir sous and their daughters to pass through the fire, 
and umnl divination and ouchantments, and sold themselves to do evil in 
tlio sight of tho tiOKD, to pt\>voke him to anger. Therefore the Lord 
was vory ai^ro* ^*it]i Israel, and removed them out of his sight : there 
was nono loft but tho triW of Judah only. Also Judah kept not the 
comnuuidnionts of tho Ia>rd tlieir Crod, but walked in the statutes of 
Israol whioh thoy niado. And the Lord rejected all the seed of Israel, 
and «UlliottHl thoni, anvi dolivoreii them into the hand of spoilers, until 
he had o:u»t tiunn out of his sight For he rent Israel from the house of 
David ; tuid thoy made %Toroboam the son of Nebat king : and Jeroboam 
dmvo Isi^ol from following tlie Lord, and made them sin a great sin. 
For the children of Israel w^!dkeil in all the sins of Jeroboam which he 
did ; they de^varted not from them ; imtil the Lord removed Israel out 
of his sight, as he had said by all his servants the prophets. So was 
Israel carried away out of their own land to Assfyria unto this day. 

And the king of Assyiia brought men from Babylon, and from Cuthah, 
and from Ava, and f^m Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and placed 
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them in the cities of Samaria instead of the children of Israel : and they 
possessed Samaria, and dwelt in the cities thereof. And so it was at the 
beginning of their dwelling there, that they feared not the Lord : there- 
fore the Lord sent lions among them, which slew some of them. Where- 
fore they spake to the king of Assfyria, saying, The nations which thou 
hast removed, and placed in the cities of Samaria, know not the manner 
of the God of the land : therefore he hath sent lions among them, and, 
behold, they slay them, because they know not the manner of the God 
of the land. Then the king of Assyria commanded, saying. Carry 
thither one of the priests whom ye brought from thence ; and let them 
go and dwell there, and let him teach them the manner of the God of 
the land. Then one of the priests whom they had carried away from 
Samaria came and dwelt in Beth-el, and taught them how they should 
fear the Lord. Howbeit every nation made gods of their own, and put 
them in the houses of the high places which the Samaritans had made, 
eveiy nation in their cities wherein they dwelt. So these nations feared 
the Lord, and served their graven images, both their children and their 
children's children : as did their fathers, so do they unto this day. 



KING HEZEKLAH. 

HEZEKIAH l^gan to reign when he was five and twenty years old, 
and he reigned nine and twenty years in Jerusalem. Aud his 
mother's name was Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah. And he did 
that which was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that 
David his father had done. 

He in the first year of his reign, in the first month, opened the doors 
of the house of the Lord, and repaired them. And he brought in the 
priests and the Levites, and gathered them together into the east 
street, and said unto them. Sanctify yourselves and the house of the 
Lord God of your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out of the holy 
place. 

He removed the high places, and brake the images, and cut down the 
groves, and brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had made : 
for unto those days the children of Israel did bum incense to it : and he 
called it Nehushtan. He trusted in the Lord Gkxi of Israel ; so that 
after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that 
were before him. For he clave to the Lord, and departed not from fol- 
lowing him, but kept his commandments, which the Lord commanded 
Moses. And the Lord was with him ; and he prospered whithersoever 
he went forth : and he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and served 
him not 
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^tUiV ihtiim (tiiii^M, Mtti iU^ <wUl4ti«faineixi IhenfA^ 
Amyrin, mumt mu\ ituUmul inUf Jtuhihf satd fwrafMip 
ii|(.U«M, Mu\ Uiou^tii Ut win i\n}tn U^ biuufdf. AiMi 
ilrnl. Hniiiift^diKi'iif wiiM tumnif ami Uiat }j« wa* parpiJttHl f» lij^kc ^gMnwc 
ff»i|'MMilDiiif )i» Umk tvmumil with hb firinoen and lik 
1hi« whI4«I'm of tho fouriUiiim which were witliMit the 
hplp hliii. Ho Umuh wiu( ^aiher<xl mudi peofi^ 
hII lltM fiMiiihiltiMf anil Urn hnnik Uiat ran tiiroa^ the andit «f i&e 
MM,ylntf, Wh;y Mhouhl ihn kin^N r;f AuMyria come, aod find ■■KkwaHrl 
AImm Iim M|.i'0nM('lu<iMnl hiniMolf, and \milt up all the wall dkat wa» Iwglceii, 
immI raUttil U up Ui Utn towdrit, ami am/ther wall witfaoat, aad icfooed 
Milln In ihp (My of Oavid, and made darto and shields 
Aim! hi> mmI. oaplalnM of war over the itetqAe, and gathered 
(o hint In lint MltPtii of ihd gato of the cit^r, and spake eomfflrtaUr lo 
iliMnt, MH.ylntf, II0 Mlton^ and (uiurai^eoufi, be not afraid nordkanjed tar 
lltM klni^ of Awyrla, nor for all the multitude that is with lum : for time 
ItM nioiii willt UM (Jian with him : with him is an arm of fiedi; but with 
UN \n \hp hoMh our (lod Ui holp un, and U> fight our battles. And the 
imoplM r^Hlt^d UtiitnM^lvtiM uiK)n tho words of Hezekiah king of Jodah. 

Ami II10 kini^of AftMyria Mont Tartan and Babearis and Bab-shakeh 
from l<m*)iiixli io khitf llciKukiah with a great host against JemsaloD. 
And (liM,y w^nt tip and muw to JuruMalom. And when they were oome 
ttpi tlt^y mww and ixiood by tho conduit of the upper pool, whidi is in 
(ItM )ii|^liwa,v of lltM fitlltir'M fluid. And when they had called to the king, 
lltMi'M i>antM out to iltMtii Kliakim tho mm of Hilkiah, which was over the 
liottHMltold, and HltMbna tltti Hcribo, and Joah the son of Asaj^ the re- 
(MinlMr. And ttab Mltakoh wUd unto thorn, Speak ye now to Hezekiah, 
TlittH Hall It UtM ^r^ai kiuK, tho king of AHsyria, What confidence is tiiis 
wlttU'MJit titoti ii'ttMtMMtY Thoti MayoNt, (but they are but vain words,) I 
havM (mmiummI aitd MtrMUKth for Uio war. Now on whom dost thou trust, 
iltai lltoti rMltMllMMt aKaimtt mo 1 Now, behold, thou trustest upon the 
MlaiV of tItlH brtiUod rood, ovon \ipou Kgypt, on which if a man lean, it 
will 1^0 litto ItiM hand, aitd pioivo it: ho is Pltaraoh king of Egypt unto 
all that tritMt on hint. 

Hut if yo nay ttitto itto, Wo truHt in tho Loud our God : is not that 
ho, whoMO hl|<h pltuu^M and wIioho i\XU\,w iloisekiah hath taken away, and 
hath Wild to Judah tutd Joruwdoni, Yo Hltall worsliip before this altar in 
doruMt.loni I Now tltoivfiUHs 1 pray thee, give pledges to my lord the 
king of Aiutyria, tutil 1 will dolivor tlioe two thousand horses, if thou be 
able on thy )uu*t to Mot ridors upon tliem. How then wilt thou turn 
away tlte face of one captaiu of tlie legist of my master's servants, and 
put tliy trust on Kgypt for chariots and for horsemen ? Am I now come 
up wiUiout the Lohu tvgainst tliis place to destroy it ? The Lord said 
to me, Go up against tliis land, and destroy it 
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Then said Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and Shebua, and Joah, unto 
Bab-shakehy Speak, I pray thee, to thy servants in the Syrian language; 
for we understand it : and talk not with us in the Jews' language in the 
ears of the people that are on the wall. 

But Bab-shakeh said unto them, Hath my master sent me to thy 
master, and to thee, to speak these words ? hath he not sent me to the 
men which sit on the wall ? 

Then Bab-shakeh stood and cried with a loud voice in the Jews' lan- 
guage, and spake, saying. Hear the word of the great king, the king of 
Assyria : thus saith the king. Let not Hezekiah deceive you : for he 
shall not be able to deliver you out of his hand : neither let Hezekiah 
make you trust in the Lord, saying, The Lord will surely deliver us, 
and this city shall not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria. 
Hearken not to Hezekiah : for thus saith the king of Assyria, Make an 
agreement with me by a present, and come out to me, and then eat ye 
every man of his own vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye 
every one the waters of his cistern : until I come and take you away to 
a land like your own land, a land of com and wine, a land of bread and 
vineyards, a land of oil olive and of honey, that ye may live, and not 
die : and hearken not unto Hezekiah, when he persuadeth you, saying. 
The Lord will deliver us. Hiith any of the gods of the nations delivered 
at all his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria ? Where are the 
gods of Hamath, and of ArpaAl where are the gods of Sepharvaim, 
Hena, and Ivah ? have they delivered Samaria out of mine hand ? Who 
are they among all the gods of the countries, that have delivered their 
coimtry out of mine hand, that the Lord should deliver Jerusalem out 
of mine hand ? 

But the people held their peace, and answered him not a word : for 
the king's commandment was, saying, Answer him not. 

Then came Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was over the household, 
and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder, to Heze- 
kiah with their clothes rent, and told him the words of Bab-shakeh. 

And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his 
clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of 
the Lord. And he sent Eliakim, which was over the household, and 
Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, 
to Isaiah the prophet the son of Ajuoz. And they said unto him. Thus 
saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and blas- 
phemy. It may be the Lord thy God will hear all the words of Bab- 
shakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the 
living God ; and will reprove the words which the Lord thy God hath 
heard : wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that are left. So 
the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 

And Isaiah said unto them. Thus shall ye say to your master, Thus 
m 16 
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wuth tho Ia>rd« Be uot afraid of the words which thoa hast heud, iritii 
which Uie Ht»r\'auta of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me. 1Uli «H^ 
I will Ninid a blant \\\x>n him, aiid he shall hear a nimonr, and dball ictam 
to hi« own laud ; aud I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own bud. 

2:^> litib-Almkoh ivtnrnod, and found the king of 
A^iuHt liibuah : for he had heaixl tliat he was departed from 



And when ho hctvixl stvy of Tirhakah king of Ethiopia^ Behold, he is 
oinno out to tight tigainat thee: he sent messengers again onto TTpaaAistli^ 
Maying, ThuH nliall yc sptuJc to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying. Lei not 
thy UiHi iu whom thou trustoat deceive thee, saying, Jerosalem shall not 
W dclivcnni int^) Uic htuid of the king of Assyria. Behold, thoa hast 
heaixl what tho kings of Assyria have done to all lands, by destroying 
them utU^rly: and nhalt tliou be delivered? Have the gods of the 
natioUM ilelivoi^H) them which my fathers have destroyed; as Gozui, 
and Ilaran, and lioieph, and the children of Eden which were in l^ie- 
la«ai* f WI\on^ is Uio king of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and the 
king 1^ the city of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivah ? 

And ITeat^kiali UHxnveil tho letter of the hand of the messengers, and 
read it : luid HexekitUi went up into the house of the Lobd, and spread 
it Itefoix) U\e 1a>ri>. And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said, 
O Lord thni oi 1iuim>1, which dwellest between the cherubims, thou art 
tho God, even thoti alone, of all tlie kingdoms of the earth ; thou hast 
made hetvvon aiul eai^th. Lord, bow down thine ear, and hear : open, 
Lord, thine eyes, and see : and hear the words of Sennacherib, which 
hath sent him to i^proacli tl\e living God. Of a truth, Lord, the kings 
of Assyria have destroyeil tlie nations and their lands, and have cast 
their gmls into the tii'e : for tliey were no gods, but the work of men's 
hands, woixl and stone: therefore they have destroyed them. Now 
therefore, O Lord our God, I beseech thee, save thou us out of his hand, 
that all tlie kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the Lord 
God, even thou only. 

Then Isaiah tlie son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying. Thus saith the 
Lord Qod of Israel, That which thou hast prayed to me against Sen- 
nacherib king of Assyria I have heard. This is the word that the Lord 
hath spoken concerning him; The virgin the daughter of Zion hath 
despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem 
hath shaken her head at thee. Whom hast thou reproached and blas- 
phemed? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up 
thine eyes on high ? even against the Holy One of Israel By thy mes- 
sengers thou hast reproached the Lord, and hast said. With the multi- 
tude of my chariots I am come up to the height of the mountains, to the 
sides of Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar trees thereof, and the 
choice fir trees thereof : and I will enter into the lodgings of his borders, 
jij^d vfxto the forest of }iis Carmel. 
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But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and 
thy rage against me. Because thy rage against me and thy tumult is 
come up into mine ears, therefore I will put my hook in thy nose, and 
my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which 
thou camest. 

And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall yet 
again take root downward, and bear fruit upward. For out of Jerusalem 
shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape out of mount Zion : the 
zeal of the Lord of hosts shall do this. Therefore thus saith the Lord 
concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor 
shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shield, nor caat a bank 
against it. By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and 
shall not come into this city, saith the Lord. For I will defend this 
city, to save it, for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake. 

And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lord went out, 
and smote in the camp of the Ass3n:ians an hundred fourscore and five 
thousand : and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were 
all dead corpses. So Sennacherib king of Ass3rria departed, and went 
and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. And it came to pass, as he was 
worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech *and 
Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword : and they escaped into the 
land of Armenia. And Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead. 

In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah 
the son of Amoz came to him, and said imto him. Thus saith the Lord, 
Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live. Then he 
turned his face to the wall, and prayed tmto the Lord, saying, I beseech 
thee, O Lord, remember now how I have walked before thee in truth 
and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. 
And Hezekiah wept sore. 

And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, 
that the word of the Lord came to him, saying. Turn again, and tell 
Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the Lord, the God of 
David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears : be- 
hold, I will heal thee : on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house 
of the Lord. And I will add unto thy days fifteen years ; and I will 
deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria ; and I 
will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake. 

And Isaiah said. Take a lump of figs. And they took and laid it on 
the boil, and he recovered. 

And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall be the sign that the Lord 
will heal me, and that I shall go up into the house of the Lord the third 
day ? And Isaiah said. This sign shalt thou have of the Lord, that the 
Lord will do the thing that be bath spoken ; shall the shadow go for- 
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ward ten degrees, or go back ten degrees ? And Hezekiah answtxedj It 
iH a light thing for the shadow to go down ten degrees : nay, but kt the 
shadow return backward ten degrees. And Isaiah the prophet cried 
unto the Lord : and he brought the shadow t«n degrees backward, bj 
which it had gone down in the dial of Ahaz. 

At that time Berodach-baladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babjl<m, 
Rtuit letters and a present unto Hezekiah : for he had heard that Heze- 
kiah had been sick. And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and shewed 
them all the house of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and 
the spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house of his armour, 
and all that was found in his treasures : there was nothing in his house, 
nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not. 

Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him. 
What said these men ? and from whence came they imto thee ? And 
Hezekiah said. They are come from a far country, even from Babylon. 
And he said, What have they seen in thine house? And Hezekiah 
answei'ed. All the tilings that are in mine house have they seen : there 
is nothing among my treasures that I have not shewed them. And 
Isaiah said unto HezekiaJi, Hear the word of the Lord. Behold, the 
days come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers 
have laid up in store unto this day, shall be carried into Babylon : nothing 
shall be left, saith the Lord. And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, 
which thou shiilt beget, sliall they take away ; and they shall be eunuchs 
in the palace of the king of Babylon. Then said 'Hezekiah unto Isaiah, 
Good is the word of the Lord which thou hast spoken.^ And he said, Is 
it not good, if peace and truth be in my days ? 

And the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and all his might, and how he 
made a pool, and a conduit, and brought water into the city, are they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah ? And 
Hezekiah slept with his fathers : and Manasseh his son reigned in his 
stead. 
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MANASSEH was twelve years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned fifty and five years in Jerusalem : but did that which was 
evil in the sight of the Lord, like imto the abominations of the heathen, 
whom the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel 

For he built again the high places which Hezekiah his father had 
broken down, and he reared up altars for Baalim, and made groves, and 
yrorshipped all the host of heaven, and served them. Also he built 
altars in the house of the Lord, whereof the Lord had said, In Jeru- 
salem shall niy napae be for ever. And he built altars for all tbe host 
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of heaven in the two courts of the house of the Lord. And he caused 
his children to pass through the fire in the valley of the son of Hinnom : 
also he observed times, and used enchantments, and used witchcraft, 
and dealt with a familiar spirit, and with wizards : he wrought much 
evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him to anger. And he set a 
carved image, the idol which he had made, in the house of God, of which 
Grod had said to David and to Solomon his son. In this house, and in 
Jerusalem, which I have chosen before all the tribes of Israel, will I put 
my name for ever : neither will I any more remove the foot of Israel 
from out of the land which I have appointed for your fathers ; so that 
they will take heed to do all that I have commanded them, according to 
the whole law and the statutes and the ordinances by the hand of Moses. 
So Manasseh made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err, and 
to do worse than the heathen, whom the Lord had destroyed before the 
children of Israel. And the Lord spake to Manasseh, and to his people : 
but they would not hearken. 

Wherefore the Lord brought upon them the captains of the host of 
the king of Assyria, which took Manasseh among the thorns, and bound 
him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon. And when he was in 
affliction, he besought the Lord his Grod, and humbled himself greatly 
before the God of his fathers, and prayed unto him : and he was in- 
treated of him, and heard his supplication, and brought him again to 
Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the Lord he 
was Qod. Now after this he built a wall without the city of David, on 
the west side of Gihon, in the valley, even to the entering in at the fish 
gate, and compassed about Ophel, and raised it up a very great height, 
and put captains of war in all the fenced cities of Judah. And he took 
away the strange gods, and the idol out of the house of the Lord, and 
all the altars that he had built in the mount of the house of the Lord, 
and in Jerusalem, and cast them out of the city. • And he repaired the 
altar of the Lord, and sacrificed thereon peace offerings and thank offer- 
ings, and commanded Judah to serve the Lord God of Israel. Never- 
theless the people did sacrifice still in the high places, yet unto the Lord 
their God only. 

Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and his prayer unto his (Jod, 
and the words of the seers that spake to him in the name of the Lord 
God of Israel, behold, they are written in the book of the kings of Israel. 
His prayer also, and how God was intreated of him, and all his sins, and 
his trespass, and the places wherein he built high places, and set up 
groves and graven images, before he was humbled: behold, they are 
written among the sayings of the seers. 

So Manasseh slept with his fathers, and they buried him in his own 
house : and Amon his son reigned in his stead. 

Amon was two and twenty years old when he began to reign, and 
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ri*\uutu\ two ytmrn in $ftir\tm\isnL Bat be did tibait wkiefc 
Mitflit (if Miti l/)nt)f HM (lid MatiAiMeh hw father: for 
fill t.liM cfii'viKl IritiiKdM which MatiaiMeh bin fath(er bad 
ilii«iii t and liiimtiUul ikiI hirriMelf before the I^med, 
fH.Mi0r liiid hiiiitldiMl hlfiiMolf; but Arar/n 
Ami liU Mtu'viiiiU (umMpinMi againift bim, and 

jliil. Mm )»t«(iplti of Uid land Mlfsw all tbem that had 
klii|( AiiKMi ; and iln^ |MU)plo of the land made Jonah his 
nUtad. 




THK YOUNG KINO JOSIAH. 

I( >H1 A II wan tiltflii ytiam old whcu he began to reign, and he 
In ilornMalttni onti and thirty yeani. And be did that idiich 
I iuld' in Mi»« Mltflit of tliu LoKi), and walked in the ways of David 
fMlliitr, and dmillnml nulihur to thu right hand nor to the left 

l''or In th0 «»ly[hth ymir of liin rtjign, while he was yet young, he 
iMM»>»ik aftttr th^Otnl of David his father: and in the twelfth jear be 
hp^Ms to iini'M^tt Judah and JtiniHalum fnmi the high places, and the 
Ift'ovM, and tlitt (tarvt«d iniagt^H, luid the molten images. Ajid they 
hrakti down tini altaiK of llaalim in IiIh presence; and the images, that 
wrtf^ on \\\uU atHivtt thtim, ho cut down ; and the groves, and the carved 
Innii^M, and th^ niolton iniagoN, ho brake in pieces, and made dust of 
lliiMn, and MtiHiwoil it \ipon tho graves of them that had sacrificed imto 
llioni. And ho burnt t4io Imuioh of the priests upon their altars, and 
ttlonuMod il udah and JorUMdoni. And so did he in the cities of Manasseb, 
and Kpliraini, and Hinto6n, ovon unto Naphtali, with their mattocks 
found about, And whon ho had broken down the altars and the groves, 
nnd had tmaton tho ifravon iutn^^w into ))owder, and cut down ail the 
idoU (.hiHmKho\it all tho land of liu*aol, ho returned to Jerusalem. 

Now in tho ttlKhtoonth ytvu* of his reign, when he had purged the land, 
mid tho houHo, ho Mont Shajklwui Uie son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the 
^)vornor t>f tho oity, and Joah the sou of Joahaz the recorder, to repair 
tho hoUMO of tho l^oHU bin Ood. And when they came to Hilkiab the 
high )u*ioHt, tlioy liolivoiHHl the money tliat was brought into the house 
of Ood, whioh tho Jntvitt^ tlmt kept tho doors had gathered of the hand 
of Maiuuweh tuid Kphraim, tuid of all tlie remnant of Israel, and of aU 
J\ulali and Bonjauiin ; mid thoy itituraed to Jerusalem. And they put 
it in tlie hand of tlie workmen that had the oversight of the house of 
the Lord, and they gave it to the workmen that wrought in the house 
of the Lord, to rejmii and amend the hou8e : even to tlie artificers and 
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builders gave they it, to buy hewn stone, and timber for couplings, and 
to floor the houses which the kings of Judah had destroyed. And the 
men did the work faithfully. 

And when they brought out the money that was brought into the 
house of the Lord, Hilldah the priest foimd a book of the law of the 
Lord given by Moses. And Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan the 
scribe, I have found the book of the law in the house of the Lord. And 
Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan. And Shaphan carried the book 
to the king, and brought the king word back again, saying. All that was 
committed to thy servants, they do it. And they have gathered together 
the money that was found in the house of the Lord, and have delivered 
it into the hand of the overseers, and to the hand of the workmen. 
Then Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath 
given me a book. And Shaphan read it before the king. 

And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the law, 
that he rent his clothes. And the king commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam 
the son of Shaphan, and Abdon the son of Micah, and Shaphan the 
scribe, and Asaiah a servant of the king's, saying. Go, inquire of the 
Lord for me, and for them that are left in Israel and in Judah, con- 
cerning the words of the book that is found : for great is the wrath of 
the Lord that is poured out upon us, because our fathers have not kept 
the word of the Lord, to do after all that is written in this book. And 
Hilkiah, and they that the king had appointed, went to Huldah the 
prophetess ; and they spake to her to that effect. 

And she answered them. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Tell ye 
the man that sent you to me, Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring 
evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all the curses 
that are written in the book which they have read before the king of 
Judah : and as for the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the 
Lord, so shall ye say unto him. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel con- 
cerning the words which thou hast heard ; Because thine heart was ten- 
der, and thou didst humble thyself before God, when thou heardest his 
words against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, and hum- 
bledst thyself before me, and didst rend thy clothes, and weep before 
me ; I have even heard thee also, saith the Lord. Behold, I will gather 
thee to thy fathers, and thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, 
neither shall thine eyes see all the evil that I will bring upon this place, 
and upon the inhabitants of the same. So they brought the king word 
again. 

Then the king sent and gathered together all the elders of Judah and 
Jerusalem. And the king went up into the house of the Lord, and all 
the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the priests, 
and the Levites, and all the people, great and small : and he read in 
their ears all the words of the book of the covenant that was foimd in 
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the house of the Lord. And the king stood in his place, and made a 
covenant before the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to keep his com- 
mandments, and his testimonies, and his statutes, with all his heart, and 
with all his soul, to perform the words of the covenant which are written 
in this book. And he caused all that were present in Jerusalem and 
Benjamin to stand to it. And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according 
to the covenant of Grod, the Gk)d of their fathers. 

And Josiah took away all the abominations out of all the countries 
that pertained to the children of Israel, and made all that were present 
in Israel to serve, even to serve the Lord their Gk)d. And all his days 
they departed not from following the Lord, the God of their fathers. 

Moreover Josiah kept a passover unto the Lord in Jerusalem : and 
they killed the passover on the fourteenth day of the first month. And 
he set the priests in their charges, and encouraged them to the service of 
the house of the Lord. And Josiah gave to the people, of the flock, 
lambs and kids, all for the passover offerings, for all that were present, 
to the number of thirty thousand, and three thousand bullocks : these 
were of the king's substance. And the children of Israel that were 
present kept the passover at that time, and the feast of unleavened 
bread seven days. And there was no passover like to that kept in 
Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet ; neither did all the kings 
of Israel keep such a passover as Josiah kept, and the priests, and the 
Levites, and all Judah and Israel that were present, and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem. In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah was this 
passover kept. 

After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Necho king of 
Egypt came up to fight against Charchemish by Euphrates : and Josiah 
went out against him. But he sent ambassadors to him, saying. What 
have I to do with thee, thou king of Judah ? I come not against thee 
this day, but against the house wherewith I have war : for Gk)d com- 
manded me to make haste : forbear thee from meddling with God, who 
is with me, that he destroy thee not. Nevertheless Josiah would not 
turn his face from him, but disguised himself, that he might fight with 
him, and hearkened not unto the words of Necho from the mouth of 
God, and came to fight in the valley of Megiddo. And the archers shot 
at king Josiah ; and the king siiid to his servants. Have me away ; for 
I am sore wounded. His servants therefore took him out of that chariot, 
and put him in the second chariot that he had ; and they brought him 
to Jerusalem, and he died, and was buried in one of the sepulchres of his 
fathers. And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. 

And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah : and all the singing men and the 
singing women spake of Josiah in their lamentations to this day, and 
made them an ordinance in Israel : and, behold, they are written in the 
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lamentations. Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and his goodness, 
according to that which was written in the law of the Lord, and his 
deeds, first and last, behold, they are written in the book of the kings of 
Israel and Judah. 



LATER DAYS OF THE JEWISH MONARCHY. 

AND the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and 
anointed him, and made him king in his father's stead. Jehoahaz 
was twenty and three years old when he began to reign ; and he reigned 
three months in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hamutal, the 
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. And he did that which was evil in 
the sight of the Lord, according to all that his fathers had done. And 
Pharaoh-nechoh put him in bands at Eiblah in the land of Hamath, 
that he might not reign in Jerusalem ; and put the land to a tribute of 
an hundred talents of silver, and a talent of gold. And Pharaoh-nechoh 
made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the room of Josiah his father, 
and turned his name to Jehoiakim, and took Jehoahaz away : and he 
came to Egypt, and died there. And Jehoiakim gave the silver and the 
gold to Pharaoh ; but he taxed the land to give the money according to 
the commandment of Pharaoh : he exacted the silver and the gold of the 
people of the land, of every one according to his taxation, to give it unto 
Pharaoh-nechoh. 

Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began to reign ; 
and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was 
Zebudah, the daughter of Pedaiah of Eumah. And he did that which was 
evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his fathers had done. 

In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim 
became his servant three years: then he turned. and rebelled against 
him. And the Lord sent against him bands of the Chaldees, and bands 
of the Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, and bands of the children of 
A mm on, and sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the 
word of the Lord, which he spake by his servants the prophets. 

So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers : and Jehoiachin his son reigned 
in his stead. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, 
according to all that his father had done. 

At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came 
up against Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. And Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon came against the city, and his servants did besiege it. 
And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, he, 
and his mother, and his servants, and his princes, and his officers : and 
the king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of his reign. And he 
carried out thence all the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the 
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treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold 
which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the Lord, as 
the Lord had said. And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the 
princes, and all the mighty men of valour, even ten thousand captives, 
and all the craftsmen and smiths : none remained, save the poorest sort 
of the people of the land. And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, 
and the king's mother, and the king's wives, and his officers, and the 
mighty of the land, those carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to 
Babylon. And all the men of might, even seven thousand^^and crafts- 
men and smiths a thousand, all that were strong and apt for war, even 
them the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon. 

Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent 
from Jerusalem unto the residue of the elders which were carried away 
captives, and to the priests, and to the prophets, and to all the people 
whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to 
Babylon ; Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the Qod of Israel, unto all that 
are carried away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from 
Jerusalem unto Babylon ; Build ye houses, and dwell in them ; and plant 
gardens, and eat the fruit of them ; and seek the peace of the city whither 
I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray imto the Lord 
for it : for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace. 

For thus saith the Lord, That after seventy years be accomplished at 
Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in 
causing you to return to this place. For I know the thoughts that I 
think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to 
give you an expected end. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go 
and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, 
and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart And I 
will be f oimd of you, saith the Lord : and I will turn away your cap- 
tivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all the places 
whither I have driven you, saith the Lord ; and I will bring you again 
into the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive. 



THE BLESSING OF KEEPING THE FIFTH 

COMMANDMENT. 

TETE word which came unto Jeremiah from the Lord in the days of 
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, sajdng. Go unto the 
house of the Eechabites, and speak unto them, and bring them into the 
house of the Lord, into one of the chambers, and give them wine to 
drink. 
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Then I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habazmiah, 
and his brethren, and all his sons, and the whole house of the Bechabites; 
and I brought them into the house of the Lord, into the chamber of the 
sons of Hanan, the son of Igdaliah, a man of God, which was by the 
chamber of the princes, which was above the chamber of Maaseiah the 
son of Shallum, the keeper of the door : and I set before the sons of the 
house of the Bechabites pots full of wine, and cups, and I said unto 
them. Drink ye wine. 

But they said. We will drink no wine : for Jonadab the son of Bechab 
our father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye, 
nor your sons for ever : neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor 
plant vineyard, nor have any : but all your days ye shall dwell in tents ; 
that ye may live many days in the land where ye be strangers. Thus 
have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Bechab our father in 
all that he hath charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, 
our sons, nor our daughters ; nor to build houses for us to dwell in : 
neither have we vineyard nor field, nor seed : but we have dwelt in tents, 
and have obeyed, and done according to all that Jonadab our father 
commanded us. But it came to pass, when Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon came up into the land, that we said. Come, and let us go to 
Jerusalem for fear of the army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of the 
army of the Syrians : so we dwell at Jerusalem. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah, saying, Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, the Gk)d of Israel ; Go and tell the men of Judah and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Will ye not receive instruction to hearken 
to my words? saith the Lord. The words of Jonadab the son of Bechab, 
that he commanded his sons not to drink wine, are performed ; for imto 
this day they drink none, but obey their father's commandment : not- 
withstanding I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking ; but ye 
hearkened not unto me. I have sent also unto you all my servants the 
prophets, rising up early and sending them, saying, Betum ye now every 
man from his evil way, and amend your doings, and go not after other 
gods to serve them, and ye shall dwell in the land which I have given 
to you and to your fathers: but ye have not inclined your ear, nor 
hearkened unto me. Because the sons of Jonadab the son of Bechab 
have performed the commandment of their father, which he commanded 
them ; but this people hath not hearkened imto me : therefore thus saith 
the Lord God of hosts, the God of Israel ; Behold, I will bring upon Judah 
and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evil that I have pro- 
nounced against them : because I have spoken "unto them, but they have 
not heard ; and I have called unto them, but they have not answered. 

And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Bechabites, Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Because ye have obeyed the command- 
ment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, and done accord- 
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log unto all that he hath comms^ded you : therefore thus saith the Lord 
of hosts, the Grod of Israel ; Jonadab the son of Bechab diall not want 
a man to stand before me for ever. 



JEREMIAD'S TROUBLES. 

AND king Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned instead of Coniah the 
son of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon made 
king in the land of Judah. But neither he, nor his servants, nor the 
people of the land, did hearken unto the words of the Lord, which he 
spake by the prophet Jeremiah. And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the 
son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the pKest to the 
prophet Jeremiah, saying. Pray now unto the Lord our God for us. 
Now Jeremiah came in and went out among the people : for they had 
not put him into prison 

And it came to pass, that when the army of the Chaldeans was broken 
up from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh's army, and when he was in the 
gate of Benjamin, a captain of the ward was there, whose name was 
Irijah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah ; and he took Jeremiah 
the prophet, saying. Thou fallest away to the Chaldeans. Then said 
Jeremiah, It is false ; I fall not away to the Chaldeans. But he heark- 
ened not to him : so Irijah took Jeremiah, and brought him to the 
princes. Wherefore the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, and smote 
him, and put him in prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe : for they 
had made that the prison. 

When Jeremiah was entered into the dimgeon, and into the cabins, 
and Jeremiah had remained there many days ; then Zedekiah the king 
sent, and took him out : and the king asked him secretly in his house, 
and said, Is there any word from the Lord ? And Jeremiah said. There 
is : for, said he, thou shalt be delivered into the hand of the king of 
Babylon. Moreover Jeremiah said imto king Zedekiah, What have I 
offended against thee, or against thy servants, or against this people, 
that ye have put me in prison ? Where are now your prophets which 
prophesied imto you, saying, The king of Babylon shall not come against 
you, nor against this land ? Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O my lord 
the king : let my supplication, I pray thee, be accepted before thee ; 
that thou cause me not to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, 
lest I die there. Then Zedekiah the king conmianded that they should 
conmiit Jeremiah into the court of the prison, and that they should give 
him daily a piece of bread out of the bakers' street, until all the bread in 
the city were spent Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison. 

Then Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gredaliah the son of Pashur, 
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and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pashur the son of Malchiah, heard 
the words that Jeremiah had spoken unto all the people, saying, Thus 
saith the Lord, He that remaineth in this city shall die by the sword, 
by the famine, and by the pestilence : but he that goeth forth to the 
Chaldeans shall live ; for he shall have his life for a prey, and shall live. 
Thus saith the Lord, This city shall surely be given into the hand of 
the king of Babylon's army, which shall take it. Therefore the princes 
said unto the king. We beseech thee, let this man be put to death : for 
thus he weakeneth the hands of the men of war that remain in this city, 
and the hands of all the people, in speaking such words unto them : for 
this man seeketh not the welfare of this people, but the hurt. 

Then Zedekiah the king said. Behold, he is in your hand : for the king 
is not he that can do any thing against you. Then took they Jeremiah, 
and cast him into the dungeon of Malchiah the son of Hammelech, that 
was in the court of the prison : and they let down Jeremiah with cords. 
And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire : so Jeremiah sunk 
in the mire. 

Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs which was 
in the king's house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon ; 
the king then sitting in the gate of Benjamin ; Ebed-melech went forth 
out of the king's house, and spake to the king, saying. My lord the king, 
these men have done evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah the 
prophet, whom they have cast into the dungeon ; and he is Hke to die 
for hunger in the place where he is : for there is no more bread in the 
city. Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, 
Take from hence thirty men with thee, and take up Jeremiah the pro- 
phet out of the dungeon, before he die. So Ebed-melech took the men 
with him, and went into the house of the king under the treasury, and 
took thence old cast clouts and old rotten rags, and let them down by 
cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah. And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian 
said unto Jeremiah, Put now these old cast clouts and rotten rags under 
thine armholes under the cords. And Jeremiah did so. So they drew 
up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out of the dungeon : and Jere- 
miah remained in the court of the prison. 

So Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison until the day that Jeru- 
salem was taken : and he was there when Jerusalem was taken. 
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IN the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it Andi 
the Lord gave JehoiaJqi^ k|ng qi Jlidah into his hand, with part of th^ 
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vassels of the hooae of Grod : which he carried into the land of Shinar 
to the house oi his god ; and he brought the vessels into the treasure 
house of his god. 

And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he 
ihould bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and 
of the princes ; children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, 
and skilfiU in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding 
science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, 
and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chal- 
deans^ And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's 
meat, and of the wine which he drank : so nourishing them three years, 
that at the end thereof they might stand before the king. Now among 
these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah : unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names : for he gave 
unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar ; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach ; 
and to Mishael, of Meshach ; and to Azariah, of Abed-nego. 

But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself 
with the portion of the king^s meat, nor with the wine which he drank : 
therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not 
defile himself. Now Crod had brought Daniel into favour and tender 
love with the prince of the eunuchs. And the prince of the eunuchs 
said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat 
and your drin^ : for why should he see your faces worse liking than the 
children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my 
head to the king. Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the 
eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, Prove 
thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days ; and let them give us pulse to 
eat, and water to drink. Then let our countenances be looked upon 
before thee, and the countenance of the children that eat of the portion 
of the king's meat : and as thou seest, deal with thy servants. So he 
consented to them in this matter, and proved them ten days. And at 
the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh 
than all the children which did eat the portion of the king's meat. Thus 
Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and the wine that they 
should drink ; and gave them pulse. 

As for these four children, Crod gave them knowledge and skill in all 
learning and wisdom : and Daniel had understanding in all visions and 
dreams. Now at the end of the days that the king had said he should 
bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before 
Nebuchadnezzar. And the king communed with them; and among 
them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah : 
therefore stood they before the king. And in all matters of wisdom 
and imderstanding, that the king inqidred of them, he found them ten 
times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in al] 
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his reaJpi. And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king 
Cyrus. 

And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchad- 
nezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep 
brake from him. Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and 
the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew the 
king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king. And the 
king said unto them, I have dreamed a dreamed, and my spirit was 
troubled to know the dream. Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in 
Syriack, O king, live for ever : tell thy servants the dream, and we will 
shew the interpretation. 

The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone from 
me : if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the interpre- 
tation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made 
a dunghill. But if ye shew the dream, and the interpretation thereof, ye 
shall receive of me gifts and rewards and great honour : therefore shew 
me the dream, and the interpretation thereof. They answered again 
and said. Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will shew the 
interpretation of it. The king answered and said, I know of certainty 
that ye would gain the time, because ye see the thing is gone from me. 
But if ye will not make known unto me the dream, there is but one 
decree for you : for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak 
before me, till the time be changed : therefore tell me the dream, and I 
shall know that ye can shew me the interpretation thereof. 

The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, There is not a 
man upon the earth that can shew the king's matter : therefore there is 
no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things at any magician, or astro- 
loger, or Chaldean. And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and 
there is none other that can shew it before the king, except the gods, 
whose dwelling is not with flesh. For this cause the king was angry 
and very furious, and commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon. 
And the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain : and they 
sought Daniel and his fellows to be slain. 

Then Daniel answered wit^j counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain 
of the king's guard, which was gone forth to slay the wise men of 
Babylon : he answered and said to Arioch the king's captain, Why is 
the decree so hasty from the king? Then Arioch made the thing 
known to Daniel. Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that 
he would give him time, and that he would shew the king the in- 
terpretation. Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing 
known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions : that they 
would desire mercies of the Gk)d of heaven concerning this secret ; that 
Daniel and his fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men 
of Babyloi^, 
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Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then 
Daniel blessed the Grod of heaven. 

Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king had ordained 
to destroy the wise men of Babylon : he went and said thus unto him ; 
Destn^y not the wise men of Babylon : bring me in before the king, and 
I will shew unto the king the interpretation. Then Arioch brought in 
Daniel before the king in haste, and said thus unto him, I have found a 
man of the captives of Judah, that will make known unto the king the 
interpretation. The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was 
Belt^^azrar, Art thou able to make known unto me the dream which I 
have seen, and the interpretation thereof ? Daniel answered in the pre- 
sence of the king, and said. The secret which the king hath demanded 
cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, 
sliew unto the king ; but there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, 
and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the 
latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are 
these ; as for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy 
beil, what should come to pass hereafter : and he that revealeth secrets 
maketli known to thee what shall come to pass. 

Then {n/tfr tAe dream vxu explained) the king Nebuchadnezzar fell 
upon his ^ice, and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they should 
offer an oblation and sweet odoxu^ unto him. The king answered unto 
l^auiel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your Gk>d is a Gk>d of gods, and a 
Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this 
secret Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many 
great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, 
and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon. Then 
Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, over the affiiirs of the province of Babylon : but Daniel sat in the 
gate of the king. 



THE BURNING FIERY FURNACE. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR the king made an image of gold, whose height 
was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits : he set 
it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. Then Nebu- 
chadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the governors, 
and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellers, the sheriffs, 
and aU the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the. 
image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. Then the princes, 
the governors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, 
the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together 
unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had sef 
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up ; and thej stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, 
and languages, that at what time ye hear the sound of the comet, flute, 
harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down 
and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set 
up : and whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour 
be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. Therefore at that 
time, when all the people heard the sound of the comet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the people, the nations, 
and the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 

Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the 
Jews. They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live 
for ever. Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall 
hear the sound of the comet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, 
and all kinds of musick, shall fall down and worship the golden image: 
and whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast 
into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. There are certain Jews 
whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abed-nego ; these men, O king, have not regarded 
thee : they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou 
hast set up. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then they brought these men before 
the king. Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them. Is it true, O 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, do not ye serve my gods, nor 
worship the golden image which I have set up? Now if ye be ready 
that at what time ye hear the sound of the comet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship 
the image which I have made ; well : but if ye worship not, ye shall be 
cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace ; and who 
is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands 1 Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego. answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we 
are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom 
we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he 
will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto 
thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up. 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage 

was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego : therefore he 

spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times 

more than it was wont to be heated. And he commanded the most 

mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abed-nego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. Then 
(276) 17 
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those men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and 
their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery 
furnace. Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and 
the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took 
up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. And these three men, Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell down bound into the midst of the 
burning fiery furnace. Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, 
and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors. Did not 
we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire ? They answered and 
said unto the king. True, O king. He answered and said, Lo, I see four 
men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt ; and 
the form of the fourth is like the Son of GkKL 

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery 
furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye 
servants of the most high Grod, come forth, and come hither, liien 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, came forth of the midst of the fire. 
And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellers, 
being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had 
no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats 
changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar spake and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his 
servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and 
yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, 
except their own God. Therefore I make a decree. That every people, 
nation, and language, which speak an3rthing amiss against the Grod of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces, and their 
houses shall be made a dunghill : because there is no other God that can 
deliver after this sort Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego, in the province of Babylon. 



THE STORY OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR the king, unto all people, nations, and lan- 
guages, that dwell in all the earth ; Peace be multiplied unto you. 
I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that the high God hath 
wrought toward me. How great are his signs ! and how mighty are his 
wonders ! his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is 
from generation to generation. 

I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and flourishing in my 
palace : I saw a dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts upon 
my bed and the visions of my head troubled me, Therefore mad^ I 9 
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decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon before me, that they 
might make known imto me the interpretation of the dream. Then 
came in the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the sooth- 
sayers: and I told the dream before them; but they did not make 
known unto me the interpretation thereof. 

But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshaz- 
zar, according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the 
holy gods: and before him I told the dream, saying, O Belteshazzar, 
master of the magicians, because I know that the spirit of the holy gods 
is in thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my dream 
that I have seen, and the interpretation thereof. Thus were the visions 
of mine head in my bed; I saw, and behold a tree in the midst of the 
earth, and the height thereof was great. The tree grew, and was strong, 
and the height thereof reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the 
end of all the earth : the leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof 
much, and in it was meat for all: the beasts of the field had shadow 
under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, and 
all flesh was fed of it. I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, 
and, behold, a watcher and an holy one came down from heaven ; he 
cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, 
shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit : let the beasts get away from 
under it, and the fowls from his branches : nevertheless leave the stump 
of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the 
tender grass of the field ; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and 
let his portion be with the beasts Jn the grass of the earth : let his heart 
be changed from man's, and let a beast's heart be given imto him ; and 
let seven times pass over him. This matter is by the decree of the 
watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones : to the intent 
that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of 
men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the 
basest of men. This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now 
thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation thereof, forasmuch as all 
the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known imto me the 
interpretation : but thou art able ; for the spirit of the holy gods is in thee. 

Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonied for one 
hour, and his thoughts troubled him. The king spake, and said, Bel- 
teshazzar, let not the dream, or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. 
Belteshazzar answered and said, My lord, the dream be to them that 
hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine enemies. The tree 
that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height reached 
unto the heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth ; whose leaves 
were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all ; under 
which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose branches the fowls 
of the heaven had their habitation : it is thou, O king, that art grown 
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and become strong: for thy greatness is grown, and reacheth unto 
heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth. And whereas the 
king saw a watcher and an holy one coming down from heaven, and say- 
ing, Hew the tree down, and destroy it: yet leave the stump of the 
roots thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the 
tender grass of the field ; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and 
let his portion be with the beasts of the field, till seven times pass over 
him ; this is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the most 
High, which is come upon my lord the king : That they shall drive thee 
from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they 
shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee witli the 
dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know that 
the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomso- 
ever he wilL And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the 
tree roots ; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt 
have known that the heavens do rule. Wherefore, O king, let my coun- 
sel be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, and 
thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor ; if it may be a lengthen- 
ing of thy tranquillity. 

All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. At the end of twelve 
months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. The king 
spake, and said. Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the 
house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of 
my majesty ? While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice 
from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken ; The 
kingdom is departed from thee. And they shall drive thee from men, 
and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field : they shall make 
thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou 
know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it 
to whomsoever he will. 

The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and 
he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was 
wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles' feathers, 
and his nails like birds' claws. 

And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes 
unto heaven, and mine understanding returned imto me, and I blessed 
the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, 
whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from 
generation to generation : and all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed 
as nothing : and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, 
or say unto him. What doest thou 1 At the same time my reason re- 
turned imto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and 
brigl^tness returned unto me; and my counsellers and my larda sought 
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unto me ; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty 
was added imto me. 

Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of 
heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment : and those 
that walk in pride he is able to abase. 



THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL. 

BELSHAZZAR the king made a great feast to a thousand of his 
lords, and drank wine before the thousand. Belshazzar, whiles 
he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels 
which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which 
was in Jerusalem ; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his 
concubines, might drink therein. Then they brought the golden vessels 
that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at 
Jerusalem ; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, 
drank in them. They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of 
silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. 

In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over 
against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king's palace : 
and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. Then the king's 
countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the 
joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another. 
The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the 
soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, 
Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me the interpretation 
thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his 
neck and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. Then came in all 
the king's wise men : but they could not read the writing, nor make 
known to the king the interpretation thereof. Then was king Bel- 
shazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him, and 
his lords were astonied. 

Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his lords, 
came into the banquet house : and the queen spake and said, O king, 
live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy coimtenance 
be changed : there is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of 
the holy gods ; and in the days of thy father light and understanding 
and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him ; whom the 
king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made 
master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers ; foras- 
much as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, inter- 
preting of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of 
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doabts, were f oond in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belte- 
shazzar : now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpretation. 

Then was Daniel brought in hdare the king. And the king spake and 
said unto Daniel, Art thoa that Daniel, idddi art of the children of the 
captivity of Jadah, whom the king my father brooght ont of Jewry? I 
have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that 
light and understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee. And 
now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought i^ before me, that 
they should read this writing, and make known unto me the interpre- 
tation thereof : but they could not shew the interpretation of the thing : 
and I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and 
dissolve doubts : now if thou canst read the writing, and make known 
to me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and 
have a chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the 
kingdom. 

llien Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to 
thyself, and give thy rewards to another ; yet I will read the writing 
unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation. O thou 
king, the most high Grod gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, 
and majesty, and ^ory, and honour : and for the majesty that he gave 
him, all people, nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him: 
whom he would he slew ; and whom he would he kept alive; and whom 
he would he set up; and whom he would he put down. But when his 
heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed 
from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him: and he was 
driven from the sons of men ; and his heart was made like the beasts, 
and his dwelling was with the wild asses: they fed him with grass like 
oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that 
the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth 
over it whomsoever he will. And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not 
humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this ; but hast lifted up 
thyself against the Lord of heaven ; and they have brought the vessels 
of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy 
concubines, have drunk wine in them ; and thou hast praised the gods 
of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor 
hear, nor know : and the Grod in whose hand thy breath is, and whose 
are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified : then was the part of the hand 
sent from him ; and this writing was written. 

And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, 
tJPHAESIN. This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God 
hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it TEKEL | Thou art 
weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. PERES ; Thy kingdom 
ia divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. 

Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarleti 
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and put a chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation con- 
cerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 

In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. And 
Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two 
years old. 



DANIEL m THE LIONS' DEN. 

IT pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty 
princes, which should be over the whole kingdom; and over these 
three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that the princes might give 
accounts unto them, and the king should have no damage. Then tliis 
Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excel- 
lent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole 
realm. 

Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel 
concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; 
forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault f oimd 
in him. Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against 
this Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of his God. 
Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and 
said thus unto him, King Darius, live for ever. All the presidents of 
the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the coimsellers, and the 
captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to 
make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or 
man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den 
of lions. Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that 
it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, 
which altereth not. Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the 
decree. 

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his 
house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, 
he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave 
thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. Then these men assembled, 
and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God. 
Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the king's 
decree; Hast thou uot signed a decree, that every man that shall ask a 
petition of any God or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall 
be cast into the den of lions ? The king answered and said. The thing 
is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth 
not. Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which 
is of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, king, 
nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three 



254 DANIEL IN THE LIONS' DEN. 

times a day. Then the king, when he heard ibese words, was sore dis- 
pkaaed with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliTer him: and he 
laboured till the going down of the son to deliver him. Then these men 
asBemUed unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O king, that 
the law of the Medes and Persians is. That no decree nor stactate which 
the king estaUisheth ma j be dianged. Then the king commanded, and 
they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the IHng 
spake and said onto Daniel, Thj God idiom thoa senrest continually, 
he will deliver thee. And a st<Mie was brought, and laid upon the 
month of the den; and the king sealed it with his own signet, and witli 
the signet of his lords; that the porpoee might not be changed concern- 
ing Dani^ 

Then the king wait to his palace, and passed the night feting: neither 
were instrumoits of mnsic^ brought before him: and his sleep went from 
him. Then the king arose very early in the morning and went in haste 
onto the doi of lion& And when he came to the den, he cried with a 
lamentable voice onto Daniel: and the king spake and said to Daniel, 
O Daniel, servant of the living Grod, is thy Grod, whom thon servest con- 
tinually, aUe to deliver thee from the lions? Then said Daniel unto 
the king, O king, live for ever. My Grod hath sent his angel, and hath 
diut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before 
him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I 
done no hurt. Then was the king exceeding ^ad for him^ and com- 
manded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was 
taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, 
because he believed in his God. 

And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had 
accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions, them, their 
children, and their wives; and the lions had the mastery of them, 
and brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom 
of the den. 

Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that 
dwell in all the earth ; Peace be multiplied unto you. I make a decree, 
That LQ every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before 
the God of Daniel: for he is the living God and stedfast for ever, and 
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall 
be even unto the end. He dehvereth and rescueth, and he worketh 
signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath deUvered Daniel 
f n^u the power c^ the lions. 

So this Daniel proq)ered in the reign of Daiius, and in the reign of 
C\Tus the Persian. 
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THE STORY OF ESTHER. 

NOW it came to paas in the days of Ahasuerus, (this is Ahasuerus 
which reigned from India even unto Ethiopia, over an hundred 
and seven and twenty provinces:) that in those days, when the king 
Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in Shushan the 
palace, in the third year of his reigu, he made a feast unto all his 
princes and his servants ; the power of Persia and Media, the nobles 
and princes of the provinces, being before him. Also Vashti the queen 
made a feast for the women in the royal house which belonged to king 
Ahasuerus. 

On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, 
he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha, 
Zethar, and Carcas, the seven chamberlains that served in the presence 
of Ahasuerus the king, to bring Vashti the queen before the king with 
the crown royal, to shew the people and the princes her beauty: for she 
was fair to look on. But the queen Vashti refused to come at the king's 
commandment by his chamberlains : therefore was the king very wi*oth, 
and his anger burned in him. 

Then the king said to the wise men, which knew the times, (for so 
was the king's manner toward all that knew law and judgment :) What 
shall we do unto the queen Vashti according to law, because she hath 
not performed the commandment of the king Ahasuerus by the cham- 
berlains? And Memucan answered before the king and the princes, 
Vashti the queen hath not done wrong to the king only, but also to all 
the princes, and to all the people that are in all the provinces of the 
king Ahasuerus. For this deed of the queen shall come abroad unto all 
women, so that they shall despise their husbands in their eyes, when it 
shall be reported. The king Aliasuerus commanded Vashti the queen to 
be brought in before him, but she came not. If it please the king, let 
there go a royal commandment from him, and let it be written among 
the laws of the Persians and the Medes, that it be not altered. That 
Vashti come no more before king Ahasuerus ; and let the king give her 
royal estate unto another that is better than she. And the sajdng pleased 
the king and the princes; and the king did according to the word of 
Memucan. 

After these things, when the wrath of king Ahasuerus was appeased, 
he remembered Vashti, and what she had done, and what was decreed 
against her. Then said the king's servants that ministered unto him. 
Let there be fair young virgins sought for the king: and let the maiden 
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which pleaseth the king be queen instead of Vashti. And the thing 
pleased the king ; and he did so. 

Now in Shushan the palace there was a certain Jew, whose name was 
Mordecai, the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benja- 
mite ; who had been carried away from Jerusalem with the captivity 
which had been carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away. And he brought 
up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle's daughter: for she had neither 
father nor mother, and the maid was fair and beautiful: whom Mordecai, 
when her father and mother were dead, took for his own daughter. 

So it came to pass, when the king's commandment and his decree was 
heard, and when many maidens were gathered together unto Shushan 
the palace, to the custody of Ilegai, that Esther was brought also unto 
the king's house, to the custody of Ilegai, keeper of the women 

And Esther obtained favour in the sight of all them that looked upon 
her. So Esther was taken unto king Ahasuerus into his house royal in 
the tenth month, which is the month Tebeth, in the seventh year of his 
reign. And the king loved Esther above all the women, and she 
obtained grace and favour in his sight more than all the virgins; so that 
he set the royal crown upon her head, and made her queen instead of 
Yashti Then the king made a great feast unto all his princes and his 
servants, even Esther's feast ; and he made a release to the provinces, 
and gave gifts according to the state of the king. Esther had not yet 
shewed her kindred nor her people; as Mordecai had charged her: for 
Esther did the commandment of Mordecai like as when she was brought 
up with him. 

In those days, while Mordecai sat in the king's gate, two of the king's 
chamberlains, Bigthan and Teresh, of those which kept the door, were 
wroth, and sought to lay hand on the king Ahasuerus. And the thing 
was known to Mordecai, who told it unto Esther the queen; and Esther 
certified the king thereof in Mordecai's name. And when inquisition 
was made of the matter, it was found out ; therefore thqy were both 
hanged on a tree: and it was written in the book of the chronicles before 
the kingt 

After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman the son of 
Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above all 
the princes that were with him. And all the king's servants, that were 
in the king's gate, bowed, and reverenced Haman: for the king had so 
commanded concerning him* But Mordecai bowed not, nor did him 
reverence, llien the king's servants, which were in the king's gate, 
said imto Mordecai, Why transgressest thou the king's conmiandment ? 
Now it came to pass when they spake daily unto him, and he hearkened 
not unto them, that they told Haman, to see whether Motdecal's mittters 
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Would stand: for he had told them that he was a Jew. And when 
Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not nor did him reverence, then was 
Haman full of wrath. And he thought scorn to lay hands on Mordecai 
alone; for they had shewed him the people of Mordecai: wherefore 
Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were throughout the whole 
kingdom of Ahasuerus, even the people of Mordecai. 

And Haman said unto king Ahasuerus, There is a certain people 
scattered abroad and dispersed among the people in all the provinces 
of thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse from all people; neither 
keep they the king's laws: therefore it is not for the kings profit to 
suffer them. If it please the king, let it be written that they may be 
destroyed: and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver to the hands of 
those that have the charge of the business, to bring it into the king's 
treasuries. And the king took his ring from his hand, and gave it unto 
Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the Jews' enemy. And 
the king said unto Haman, The silver is given to thee, the people also, 
to do with them as it seemeth good to thee. Then were the king's 
scribes called on the thirteenth day of the first month, and there was 
written according to all that Haman had commanded unto the king's 
lieutenants, and to the governors that were over every province, and to 
the rulers of every people of every province according to the writing 
thereof, and to every people after their language; in the name of king 
Ahaauerus was it written, and sealed with the king's ring. And the 
letters were sent by posts into all the king's provinces, to destroy, to kill, 
and to cause to perish, all Jews, both young and old, little children and 
women, in one day, even upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, 
which is the month Adar, and to take the spoil of them for a prey. The 
copy of the writing for a commandment to be given in every province 
was published unto all people, that they should be ready against liiat 
day. The posts went out, being hastened by the king's commandment, 
and the decree was given in Shushan the palace. And the king and 
Haman sat down to drink; but the city Shushan was perplexed 

When Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mordecai rent his clothes, 
and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, 
and cried with a loud and a bitter cry; and came even before the king's 
gate: for none might enter into the king's gate clothed with sackcloth. 
And in every province, whithersoever the king's commandment and his 
decree came, there was great mourning among the Jews, and fasting, 
and weeping, and wailing; and many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 

So Esther's maids and her chamberlains came and told it her. Then 
was the queen exceedingly grieved; and she sent raiment to clothe 
Mordecai, and to take away his sackcloth from him: but he received it 
not* Then called Esther for Hatach, one of the king's chamberlains^ 
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whom he had appointed to attend npon her, and gSLve him a command- 
ment U) Mordecai to know what it was and whj it wa& So Hatach 
went forth to Mordecai nnto the street of the dty, which was before the 
king's gate. And Mordecai told him of all that had happened nnto him, 
and of the som of the money that Haman had promised to pay to the 
king's treasuries for the Jews to destroy them. Also he gaTc him the 
copy of the writing of the decree that was given at Shnshan to destroy 
them, to shew it nnto Esther, and to declare it nnto her, and to charge 
her that she should go in nnto the king, to make supplication nnto him^ 
and to make request before him for her people. And Hatach came and 
told Esther the words of MordecaL 

Again Esther spake unto Hatach, and gave him commandment nnto 
Mordecai; All the king's servants, and the people of the king's provinces, 
do know, that whosoever, whether man or woman, shall come nnto the 
king into the inner court, who is not called, there is one law of his to 
put him to death, except such to whom the king shall hold ont the 
golden sceptre, that he may live: but I have not been called to come in 
unto the king these thirty days. And they told to Mordecai Esther's 
words. Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think not with 
thyself that thou shalt escape in the king's house, more than all the 
Jews. For if thou altogether boldest thy peace at this time, then shall 
there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; 
but thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth 
whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this ? 

Then Elsther bade them return Mordecai this answer, €ro, gather 
together all the Jews that are present in Shnshan, and fast ye for me, 
and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: I also and my 
maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, which 
is not according to the law : and if I perish, I perish. So Mordecai 
went his way and did according to all that Esther had commanded 
him. 

Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on her royal 
apparel, and stood in the inner court of the king's house, over against 
the kings house: and the king sat upon his royal throne in the royal 
house, over against the gate of the house. And it was so, when the 
king saw Esther the queen standing in the court, that she obtained 
favour in his sight: and the king held out to Esther the golden sceptre 
that was in his hand. So Esther drew near, and touched the top of the 
sceptre. Then said the king unto her. What wilt thou, queen Esther? 
and what is thy request? it shall be even given thee to the half of the 
kingdom. And Esther answered. If it seem good unto the king, let the 
king and Haman come this day unto the banquet that I have prepared 
for him. Then the king said. Cause Haman to make haste, that he may 
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do as Esther hath said. So the king and Hainan came to the banquet 
that Esther had prepared. 

And the king said unto Esther at the banquet of wine, What is thy 
petition ? and it shall be granted thee : and what is thy request ? even 
to the half of the kingdom it shall be performed. Then answered 
Esther, and said. My petition and my request is; If I have found favour 
in the sight of the king, and if it please the king to grant my petition, 
and to perform my request, let the king and Haman come to the ban- 
quet that I shall prepare for them, and I will do to morrow as the king 
hath said. 

Then went Haman forth that day joyful and with a glad heart: but 
when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's gate, that he stood not up nor 
moved for him, he was full of indignation against Mordecai. Neverthe- 
less Haman refrained himself : and when he came home, he sent and 
called for his friends, and Zeresh his wife. And Haman told them of 
the glory of his riches, and the multitude of his children, and all the 
things wherein the king had promoted him, and how he had advanced 
him above the princes and servants of the king. Haman said moreover. 
Yea, Esther the queen did let no man come in with the king unto the 
banquet that she had prepared but myself; and to morrow am I invited 
unto her also with the king. Yet all this availeth me nothing, so long 
as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate. 

Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends unto him. Let a gallows 
be made of fifty cubits high, and to morrow speak thou unto the king 
that Mordecai may be hanged thereon: then go thou in merrily with 
the king unto the banquet. And the thing pleased Haman; and he 
caused the gallows to be made. 

On that night could not the king sleep, and he commanded to bring 
the book of records of the chronicles; and they were read before the 
king. And it was found written, that Mordecai had told of Bigthana 
and Teresh, two of the kings chamberlains, the keepers of the door, who 
sought 'to lay hand on the king Ahasuerus. And the king said. What 
honour and dignity hath been done to Mordecai for this ? Then said 
the king's servants that ministered unto him. There is nothing done 
for him. 

And the king said. Who is in the court ? Now Haman was come into 
the outward court of the king's house, to spe^ unto the king to hang 
Mordecai on the gallows that he had prepared for him. And the king's 
servants said unto him. Behold, Haman standeth in the court. And the 
king said. Let him come in. So Haman came in. And the king said 
unto him. What shall be done unto the man whom the king delighteth 
to honour? Now Haman thought in his heart, To whom would the 
king delight to do honour more than to myself ? And Haman answered 
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tlie king, For the man whom the king delighteth to honour, let the royal 
2i|>|»arel be brought which the king useth to wear, and the horse that the 
king rideth upon, and the crown royal which is set upon his head : and 
let this apparel and horse be delivered to the hand of one of the king's 
most noble princes, that they nmy array the man withal whom the king 
delighteth to honour, and bring liim on horseback through the street of 
the city, and proclaim before him, Thus shall it be done to the man 
whom the king delighteth to honour. Then the king said to Haman, 
Make haste, and take the apparel and the horse, as thou hast said, and 
do even so to Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth at the king's gate : let 
nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken. Then took Haman the apparel 
and the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and brought him on horseback 
through the street of the city, and proclaimed before him. Thus shall it 
be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour. 

And Mordecai came again to the king's gate. But Haman hasted to 
his house mourning, and having his head covered. And Hfl.TnaTi told 
Zeresh his wife and all his friends every thing that had befallen him. 
Then said his wise men and Zeresh his wife unto him, If Mordecai be of 
the seed of the Jews, before whom thou hast begun to fall, thou shalt 
not pre>'ail against him, but shalt surely fall before him. And while 
they were yet talking with him, came the king's chamberlains, and hasted 
to bring Haman unto the banquet that Esther had prepared. 

So the king and Haman came to banquet with Esther the queen. And 
the king said again unto Esther on the second day at the banquet of 
wine. What lb thy petition, queen Esther ? and it shall be granted thee : 
and what is thy request ? and it shall be performed, even to the half of 
the kingdom. Then Esther the queen answered and said. If I have 
found favour in thy sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my life 
lx> given me at my petition, and my people at my request : for we are 
soKi, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish. But 
if we had been sold for bondmen and bondwomen, I had held my 
tongue, although the enemy could not countervail the king's damage. 

Then the king Ahasuerus answered and said unto Esther the queen, 
^Vho is he, and where is he, that durst presume in his heart to do so ? 
Anil Esther said. The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman. Then 
Haman was afraid before the king and the queen. 

Ami the king arising from the banquet of wine in his wrath went 
into the palace garden : and Haman stood up to make request for his 
life to Esther the queen; for he saw that tJiere was evil determined 
against him by the king. Then the king returned out of the palace 
ganlen into the place of the banquet of wine ; and Haman was faUen 
ujxni the bed whereon Esther was. Then said the king. Will he force 
the queen also before me in the house I As the word went out of the 
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king's mouth, they covered Haman's face. And Uarbonah, oue of the 
chamberlains, said before the king, Behold also, the gallows fifty cubits 
high, which Haman had made for Mordecai, who had spoken good for 
the king, standeth in the house of Haman. Then the king said. Hang 
him thereon. So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had pre- 
pared for MordecaL Then was the king's wrath pacified. 

On that day did the king Ahasuerus give the house of Haman the 
Jews' enemy unto Esther the queen. And Mordecai came before the 
king ; for Esther had told what he was unto her. And the king took 
off his ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it unto Mor- 
decai. And Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman. 

And Esther spake yet again before the king, and fell down at his feet, 
and besought him with tears to put away the mischief of Haman the 
Agagite, and his device that he had devised against the Jews. Then 
the king held out the golden sceptre toward Esther. So Esther arose, 
and stood before the king, and said. If it please the king, and if I 
have found favour in his sight, and the thing seem right before the 
king, and I be pleasing in his eyes, let it be written to reverse the letters 
devised by Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote 
to destroy the Jews which are in all the king's provinces : for how can I 
endure to see the evil that shall come unto my people ? or how can I 
endure to see the destruction of my kindred 1 

Then the king Ahasuerus said unto Esther the queen and to Mordecai 
the Jew, Behold, I have given Esther the house of Haman, and him they 
have hanged upon the gallows, because he laid his hand upon the Jews. 
Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you, in the king's name, and seal 
it with the king's ring : for the writing which is written in the king's 
name, and sealed with the king's ring, may no man reverse. Then were 
the king's scribes called at that time in the third month, that is, the 
month Sivan, on the three and twentieth day thereof ; and it was written 
according to all that Mordecai commanded unto the Jews, and to the 
lieutenants, and the deputies and rulers of the provinces which are from 
India unto Ethiopia, an hundred twenty and seven provinces, unto every 
province according to the writing thereof, and unto every people after 
their language, and to the Jews according to their writing, and accord- 
ing to their language. And he wrote in the king Ahasuerus' name, and 
sealed it with the king's ring, and sent letters by posts on horseback, 
and riders on mules, camels, and young dromedaries : wherein the king 
granted the Jews which were in every city to gather themselves together, 
and to stand for their life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish, all 
the power of the people and province that would assault them, both little 
ones and women, and to take the spoil of them for a prey, upon one day 
in all the provinces of king Ahasuerus, namely, upon the thirteenth day 
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of the twelfth month, which is the month Adar. The copy of the writing 
for a commandment to be given in every province was published unto all 
people, and that the Jews should be ready against that day to avenge 
themselves on their enemies. So the posts that rode upon mules and 
camels went out, being hastened and pressed on by the king's command- 
ment. And the decree was given at Shushan the palace. 

And Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal apparel 
of blue and white, and with a great crown of gold, and with a garment 
of fine linen and purple : and the city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad. 
The Jews had light, and gladness, and joy, and honour. And in every 
province, and in every city, whithersoever the king's commandment and 
his decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a good day. 
And many of the people of the land became Jews ; for the fear of the 
Jews fell upon them. 

Now in the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar, on the thirteenth 
day of the same, when the king's commandment and his decree drew 
near to be put in execution, in the day that the enemies of the Jews 
hoped to have power over them, (though it was turned to the contrary, 
that the Jews had rule over them that hated them ;) the Jews gathered 
themselves together in their cities throughout all the provinces of the 
king Ahasuerus, to lay hand on such as sought their hurt : and no man 
could withstand them ; for the fear of them fell upon all people. And 
all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants, and the deputies, and 
ofl&cers of the king, helped the Jews ; because the fear of Mordecai fell 
upon them. For Mordecai was great in th^ king's house, and his fame 
went out throughout all the provinces : for this man Mordecai waxed 
greater and greater. Thus the Jews smote all their enemies with the 
stroke of the sword, and slaughter, and destruction, and did what they 
would unto those that hated them 

And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters unto all the Jews 
that were in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, both nigh and far, 
to stablish this among them, that they should keep the fourteenth day 
of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same, yearly, as the 
days wherein the Jews rested from their enemies, and the month which 
was turned unto them from sorrow to joy, and from mourning into a good 
day : that they should make them days of feasting and joy, and of send- 
ing portions one to another, and gifts to the poor. And the Jews under- 
took to do as they had begun, and as Mordecai had written unto them. 
The Jews ordained, and took upon them, and upon their seed, and upon 
all such as joined themselves unto them, so as it should not fail, that 
they would keep these two days according to their writing, and accord- 
ing to their appointed time every year ; and that these days should be 
remembered and kept throughout every generation, every family, every 
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province, and every city; and that these days should not' fail from 
among the Jews, nor the memorial of them perish from their seed. And 
the decree of Esther confirmed these matters ; and it was written in the 
book. 

And the king Ahasuenis laid a tribute upon the land, and upon the 
isles of the sea. And all the acts of his power and of his might, and the 
declaration of the greatness of Mordecai, whereunto the king advanced 
him, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
Media and Persia ? For Mordecai the Jew was next unto king Ahasuerus, 
and great among the J ews, and accepted of the multitude of his brethren, 
seeking the wealth of his people, and speaking peace to all his seed. 
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NOW in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the 
Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord 
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclama- 
tion throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, sa3dng. Thus 
saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of heaven hath given me all 
the kingdoms of the earth ; and he hath charged me to build him an 
house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all 
his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah, and build the house of the Lord God of Israel, (he is the 
God,) which is in Jerusalem. And whosoever remaineth in any place 
where he sojoumeth, let the men of his place help him with silver, and 
with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill oflfering 
for the house of God that is in Jerusalem. 

Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the 
priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go 
up to build the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem. And all they 
that were about them strengthened their hands with vessels of silver, 
with gold, with goods, and with beasts, and with precious things, beside 
all that was willingly offered. 

Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house of the Lord, 
which Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had put 
them in the house of his gods; even those did Cyrus king of Persia bring 
forth by the hand of Mithredath the treasurer, and numbered them unto 
Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah. And this is the number of them : 
thirty chargers of gold, a thousand chargers of silver, nine and twenty 
knives, thirty basons of gold, silver basons of a second sort four hun- 
dred and ten, and other vessels a thousand. All the vessels of gold and 
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of silver were five thousand and four hundred. All these did Shesh- 
bazzar bring up with them of the captivity that were brought up from 
Babylon unto Jerusalem. 

Now these are the children of the province that went up out of the 
captivity, of those which had been carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar 
the king of Babylon had carried away unto Babylon, and came again 
unto Jerusalem and Judah, every one unto his city ; which came with 
Zerubbabel 

The whole congregation together was forty and two thousand three 
hundred and threescore, beside their servants and their maids, of whom 
there were seven thousand three hundred thirty and seven : and there 
were among them two himdred singing men and singing women. Their 
horses were seven himdred thirty and six ; their mules, two hundred 
forty and five ; their camels, four hundred thirty and five ; their asses, 
six thousand seven hundred and twenty 

And when the seventh month was come, and the children of Israel 
were in the cities, the people gathered themselves together as one man 
to Jerusalem. Then stood up Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and his 
brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and his 
brethren, and builded the altar of the God of Israel, to oflfer burnt offer- 
ings thereon, as it is written in the law of Moses the man of God. And 
they set the altar upon his bases ; for fear was upon them because of the 
people of those countries : and they offered burnt offerings thereon unto 
the Lord, even burnt offerings morning and evening. From the first 
day of the seventh month began they to offer burnt offerings unto the 
Lord. But the foundation of the temple of the Lord was not yet laid. 
They gave money also imto the masons, and to the carpenters; and meat, 
and drink, and oil, unto them of Zidon, and to them of Tyre, to bring 
cedar trees from Lebanon to the sea of Joppa, according to the grant 
that they had of Cyrus king of Persia. 

Now in the second year of their coming unto the house of God at 
Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the remnant of their brethren the 
priests and the Levites, and all they that were come" out of the captivity 
unto Jerusalem ; and appointed the Ijevites, from twenty years old and 
upward, to set forward the work of the house of the Lord. And when 
the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, they set the 
priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of Asaph 
with cymbals, to praise the Lord, after the ordinance of David king of 
Israel And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks 
unto the Lord; because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever 
towajrd Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when 
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they praised the Lord, because the foundation of the house of the Lord 
was laid. But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, 
who were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the founda- 
tion of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and 
many shouted aloud for joy : so that the people could not discern the 
noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people : for 
the people shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off. 

Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the 
children of the captivity builded the temple unto the Lord God of Israel; 
then they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and said 
unto them. Let us build with you : for we seek your God, as ye do ; and 
we do sacrifice unto him since the days of Esar-haddon, king of Assur, 
which brought us up hither. But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the rest 
of the chief of the fathers of Israel, said unto them. Ye have nothing to 
do with us to build an house unto our God ; but we ourselves together 
will build imto the Lord God of Israel, as king Cyrus the king of Persia 
hath commanded us. Then the people of the land weakened the hands 
of the people of Judah, and troubled them in building, and hired 
counsellers against them, to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus 
king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia. And in 
the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign, wrote they unto 
him an accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem 

Then sent the king an answer unto Eehum the chancellor, and to 
Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest of their companions that dwell in 
Samaria, and imto the rest beyond the river. Peace, and at such a time. 
The letter which ye sent unto us hath been plainly read before me. And 
I commanded, and search hath been made, and it is found that this city 
of old time hath made insurrection against kings, and that rebellion and 
sedition hath been made therein. There have been mighty kings also 
over Jerusalem, which have ruled over all countries beyond the river ; 
and toll, tribute, and custom, was paid unto them. Give ye now com- 
mandment to cause these men to cease, and that this city be not builded, 
until another commandment shall be given from me. Take heed now 
that ye fail not to do this : why should damage grow to the hurt of the 
kings? 

Now when the copy of king Artaxerxes' letter was read before Eehum, 
and Shimshai the scribe, and their companions, they went up in haste to 
Jerusalem unto the Jews, and made them to cease by force and power. 
Then ceased the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem. So it 
ceased imto the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia. 

Then the prophets, Ilaggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son ef Iddo, 
prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name 
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of the God of Israel, even unto them. Then rose up Zerubbabel the son 
of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to build the 
house of God which is at Jerusalem : and with them were the prophets 
of God helping them. 

At the same time came to them Tatnai, governor on this side the river, 
and Shethar-boznai, and their companions, and said thus unto them. 
Who hath commanded you to build this house, and to make up this 
wall ? Then said we unto them after this manner, What are the names 
of the men that make this building? But the eye of their God was upon 
the elders of the Jews, that they could not cause them to cease, till the 
matter came to Darius : and then they returned answer by letter con- 
cerning this matter 

Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in the 
house of the rolls, where the treasures were laid up in Babylon. And 
there was found at Achmetha, in the palace that is in the province of the 
Medes, a roll, and therein was a record thus written : In the first year 
of Cyrus the king the same Cyrus the king made a decree concerning the 
house of God at Jerusalem, Let the house be builded, the place where 
they offered sacrifices, and let the foundations thereof be strongly laid ; 
the height thereof threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof threescore 
cubits ; with three rows of great stones, and ia row of new timber : and 
let the expences be given out of the king's house: and also let the golden 
and silver vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took forth 
out of the t^jmple which is at Jerusalem, and brought unto Babylon, be 
restored, and brought again unto the temple which is at Jerusalem, every 
one to his place, and place them in the house of God. 

Now therefore, Tatnai, governor beyond the river, Shethar-boznai, and 
your companions the Apharsachites, which are beyond the river, be ye 
far from thence: let the work of this house of God alone; let the 
governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews build this house of God 
in his place. And the God that hath caused his name to dwell there 
destroy all kings and people, that shall put to their hand to alter and to 
destroy this house oi God which is at Jerusalem. I Darius have made 
a decree ; let it be done with speed. 

Then Tatnai, governor on this side the river, Shethar-boznai, and their 
companions, according to that which Darius the king had sent, so they 
did speedily. And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered 
through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son 
of Iddo. And they builded, and finished it, according to the command- 
ment of the God of Israel, and according to the commandment of Cyrus, 
and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia. And this house was finished 
on the third day of the month Adar, which was in the sixth year of the 
reign of Darius the king. 

And the children of Israel, the priests, and the Levites, and the rest 
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of the children of the captivity, kept the dedication of this house of God 
with joy, and offered at the dedication of this house of Grod an hundred 
bullocks, two hundred rams, four hundred lambs ; and for a sin offering 
for all Israel, twelve he goats, according to the number of the tribes of 
IsraeL And they set the priests in their divisions, and the Levites in 
their courses, for the service of Gknl, which is at Jerusalem; as it is 
written in the book of Moses. And the children of the captivity kept 
the passover upon the fourteenth day of the first month. For the priests 
and the Levites were purified together, all of them were pure, and killed 
the passover for all the children of the captivity, and for their brethren 
the priests, and for themselves. And the children of Israel, which were 
come again out of captivity, and all such as had separated themselves 
unto them from the filthiness of the heathen of the land, to seek the Lord 
God of Israel, did eat, and kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days 
with joy : for the Lord had made them joyful, and turned the heart of 
the king of Assyria unto them, to strengthen their hands in the work of 
the house of God, the God of IsraeL 

Now after these things, in the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, 
Ezra the son of Seraiah, went up fromf Babylon ; and he was a ready 
scribe in the law of Moses, which the Lord God of Israel had given : 
and the king granted him all his request, according to the hand of the 
Lord his God upon him. And on the first day of the fifth month came 
he to Jerusalem, according to the good hand of his Grod upon him. For 
Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to do it, 
and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments. 

And I was strengthened {Ezra writes) as the hand of the Lord my 
God was upon me, and I gathered together out of Israel chief men to go 
up with me. And I gathered them together to the river that runneth to 
Ahava ; and there abode we in tents three days 

Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river of Ahava, that we 
might afflict ourselves before our God, to seek of him a right way 
for us, and for our little ones, and for all our substance. For I 
was ashamed to require of the king a band of soldiers and horsemen 
to help us against the enemy in the way : because we had spoken 
unto the king, saying. The hand of our God is upon all them for good 
that seek him ; but his power and his wrath is against all them that 
forsake him. So we fasted and besought our God for this : and he was 
intreated of us. 

Then we departed from the river of Ahava on the twelfth day of the 
first month, to go unto Jerusalem : and the hand of our God was upon 
us, and he delivered us' from the hand of the enemy, and of such as lay 
in wait by the way. And we came to Jerusalem, and abode there three 
days 
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Now when these things were done, the princes came to me, saying, The 
people of Israel, and the priests, and the Levites, have not separated 
themselves from the people of the lands, doing according to their abomi- 
nations, even of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, 
the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. For 
they have taken of their daughters for themselves and for their sons : so 
that the holy seed have mingled themselves with the people of those 
lands : yea, the hand of the princes and rulers hath been chief in this 
trespass. And when I heard this thing, I rent my garment and my 
mantle, and plucked off the hair of my head and of my beard, and sat 
down astonied. Then were assembled unto me every one that trembled 
at the words of the God of Israel, because of the transgression of those 
that had been carried away; and I sat astonied until the evening 
sacrifice. 

And at the evening sacrifice I arose up from my heaviness ; and hav- 
ing rent my gaiment and my mantle, I fell upon my knees, and spread 
out my hands unto the Lord my God, and said, O my Gk)d, I am ashamed 
and blush to lift up my face to thee, my God : for our iniquities are in- 
creased over our head, and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens 

Now when Ezra had prayed, and when he had confessed, weeping and 
casting himself down before the house of Grod, there assembled unto him 
out of Israel a very great congregation of men and women and children: 
for the people wept very sore. And Shechaniah the son of Jehiel, one 
of the sons of Elam, answered and said unto Ezra, We have trespassed 
against our God, and have taken strange wives of the people of the *" 
land : yet now there is hope in Israel concerning this thing. Now there- 
fore let us make a covenant with our God to put away all the wives, and 
such as are bom of them, according to the counsel of my lord, and of 
those that tremble at the commandment of our Gk)d ; and let it be done 
according to the law. Arise ; for this matter belongeth unto thee : we 
also will be with thee : be of good courage, and do it. Then arose Ezra, 
and made the chief priests, the Levites, and all Israel, to swear that they 
should do according to this word. And they sware 

Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin gathered themselves together 
unto Jerusalem within three days. It was the ninth month, on the 
twentieth day of the month ; and all the people sat in the street of the 
house of God, trembling because of this matter, and for the great rain. 
And Ezra the priest stood up, and said unto them. Ye have transgressed, 
and have taken strange wives, to increase the trespass of IsraeL Now 
therefore make confession unto the Lord God of your fathers, and do his 
pleasure : and separate yourselves from the people of the land, and from 
the strange wives. Then all the congregation answered and said with a 
loud voice. As thou hast said, so must we do. And the children of the 
captivity did so. 



THE LAST CHAPTER OF OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY. 279 



THE LAST' CHAPTER OF OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY. 

TJ1.K words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. — ^And it came to pass 
in the month Chisleu, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan 
the palace, that Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and certain men 
of Judah; and I asked them concerning the Jews that had escaped, 
which were left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. And they 
said unto me. The remnant that are left of the captivity there in the 
province are in great affliction and reproach : the wall of Jerusalem also 
is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire. 

And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and 
wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the Grod 
of heaven, and said, O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be atten- 
tive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who 
desire to fear thy name : and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, 
and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king's 
cupbearer. 

And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of 
Artaxerxes the king, that wine was before him : and I took up the wine, 
and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been beforetime sad in his 
presence. Wherefore the king said unto me. Why is thy countenance 
sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is nothing else but sorrow of heart. 
Then I was very sore afraid, and said unto the king, Let the king live 
for ever ; why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the 
place of my fathers' sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are 
consumed with fire ? Then the king said unto me. For what dost thou 
make request ? So I prayed to the God of heaven. And I said unto 
the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have found favour in 
thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my 
fathers' sepulchres, that I may build it. And the king said unto me, 
(the queen also sitting by him,) For how long shall thy journey be ? and 
when wilt thou return ? So it pleased the king to send me ; and I set 
him a time. Moreover I said unto the king. If it please the king, let 
letters be given me to the governors beyond the river, that they may 
convey me over till I come into Judah ; and a letter unto Asaph the 
keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams 
for the gates of the palace which appertained to the house, and for the 
wall of the city, and for the house that I shall enter into. And the king 
granted me, according to the good hand of my God upon me. 

Then I came to the governors beyond the river, and gave them the 
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king's lettera. Now the king had sent captains of the army and hofrae- 
men with me. When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah ike servant, 
the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them eicceedingly that there was 
come a man to seek the welfare of the children of LaraeL So I came to 
Jerusalem, and was there three days. 

And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me ; neither told 
I any man what my God had put in my heart to do at Jerosalem : 
neither was there any beast with me, save the beast that I rode npon. 
And I went out by night by the gate of the valley, even before the 
dragon well, and to the dung port, and viewed the walls of Jerosalem, 
which were broken down, and the gates thereof were consumed with 
fire. Then I went on to the gate of the fountain, and to the king's pool : 
but there was no place for the beast that was under me to pass. Then 
went I up in the night by the brook, and viewed the wall, and tamed 
back, and entered by the gate of the valley, and so returned. And the 
rulers knew not whither I went, or what I did ; neither had I as yet 
told it to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, 
nor to the rest that did the work. 

Then said I unto them. Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jeru- 
salem lietli wjiste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire : come, and 
let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach. 
Then I told them of the hand of my Gk)d which was good upon me ; as 
also the king's words that he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us 
riHO u]) and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good work. 
But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Am- 
moiiite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, 
and (leHi)ised us, and said. What is this thing that ye do ? will ye rebel 
against the king? Then answered I them, and said unto them. The 
God of heaven, he will prosper us ; therefore we his servants will arise 
and build : but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jeru- 
salem. 

But it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard that we builded the 
wall, he was wroth, and took great indignation, and mocked the Jews. 
And he spake before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said, 
What do these feeble Jews? will they fortify themselves? will they 
sacrifice ? will they make an end in a day ? will they revive the stones 
out of the heaps of the rubbish which are burned ? Now Tobiah the 
Ammonite was by him, and he said. Even that which they build, if a fox 
go up, he shall even break down their stone walL Hear, O our God ; 
for we are despised : and turn their reproach upon their own head, and 
give them for a prey in the land of captivity: and cover not their 
iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted out from before thee : fw they 
have provoked thee to anger before the builders. So built we the wall ; 
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and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof : for the 
people had a mind to work. 

But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the Ara- 
bians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, heard that the walls of 
Jerusalem were made up, and that the breaches began to be stopped, 
then they were very wroth, and conspired all of them together to come 
and to fight against Jerusjalem, and to hinder it Nevertheless we made 
our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them day and night, 
because of them. And Judah said. The strength oi the bearers of bur- 
dens is decayed, and there is much rubbish ; so that we are not able to 
build the walL And our adversaries said. They shall not know, neither 
see, till we come in the midst among them, and slay them, and cause 
the work to cease. And it came to pass, that when the Jews which 
dwelt by them came, they said unto us ten times. From all places whence 
ye shall return unto us they wiU be upon you. 

Therefore set I in the lower places behind the wall, and on the higher 
places, I even set the people after their families with their swords, their 
spears, and their bows. And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the 
nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people. Be not ye afraid 
of them : remember the Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for 
your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your 
houses. And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that it was known 
unto us, and GUxi had brought their counsel to nought, that we returned 
all of us to the wall, every one unto his work. And it came to pass from 
that time forth, that the half of my servants wrought in the work, and 
the other half of them held both the spears, the shields, and the bows, 
and the habergeons ; and the rulers were behind all the house of JudaJi. 
They which builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those 
that laded, every one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and 
with the other hand held a weapon. For the builders, every one had 
his sword gii'ded by his side, and so builded. And he that sounded the 
trumpet was by me. 

And I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the 
people. The work is great and large, and we are separated upon the wall, 
one far from another. In what place therefore ye hear the sound of the 
trumpet, resort ye thither unto us : our God shall fight for us. So we 
laboured in the work : and half of them held the spears from the rising 
of the morning till the stars appeared. Likewise at the same time said 
I unto the people. Let every one with his servant lodge within Jeru- 
salem, that in the night they may be a guard to us, and labour on the 
day. So neither I, nor my brethren, nor my servants, nor the men of 
the guard which followed me, none of us put off our clothes, saving 
that every one put them off for washing. 

Now it came to pass, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and G^hem the 
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Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, heard that I had builded the wall, 
and that there was no breach left therein ; (though at that time I had 
not set up the doors upon the gates ;) that Sanballat and Gleshem sent 
unto me, saying. Come, let us meet together in some one of the villages 
in the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief. And I sent 
messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot 
come down : why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come 
down to you? Yet they sent iinto me four times after this sort ; and I 
answered them after the same manner. 

Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me in like manner the fifth time 
with an open letter in his hand ; wherein was written. It is reported 
among the heathen, and Gashmu saith it, that thou and the Jews 
think to rebel : for which cause thou buildest the wall, that thou mayest 
be their king, according to these words. Ajid thou hast also appointed 
prophets to preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying. There is a king in 
Judah: and now shall it be reported to the king according to these 
words. Come now therefore, and let us take counsel together. 

Then I sent unto him, saying. There are no such things done as thou 
sayest, but thou feignest them out of thine own heart. For they aU 
made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be weakened from the work, 
that it be not done. Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands. 

Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the 
son of Mehetabeel, who was shut up ; and he said. Let us meet together 
in the house of God, within the temple, and let us shut the doors of the 
temple: for they will come to slay thee; yea, in the night will they 
come to slay thee. And I said. Should such a man as I fiee ? and who 
is there, that, being as I am, would go into the temple to save his life ? 
I will not go in. And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent him ; but 
that he pronounced this prophecy against me: for Tobiah and San- 
ballat had hired him. Therefore was he hired, that I should be afraid, 
and do so, and sin, and that they might have matter for an evil report, 
that they might reproach me. My God, think thou upon Tobiah and 
Sanballat according to these their works, and on the prophetess Noadiah, 
and the rest of the prophets, that would have put me in fear. 

So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month 
Elul, in fifty and two days. And it came to pass, that when all our 
enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen that were about us saw these 
things, they were much cast down in their own eyes : for they perceived 
that this work was wrought of our God. 

Now it came to pass, when the wall was built, and I had set up the 
doors, and the porters and the singers and the Levites were appointed, 
that I gave my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the ruler of the palace, 
charge over Jerusalem : for he was a faithful man, and feared Gkxl above 
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many. And I said unto them, Let not the gates of Jerusalem be opened 
until the sun be hot ; and while they stand by, let them shut the doors, 
and bar them : and appoint watches of the inhabitants of. Jerusalem, 
every one in his watch, and every one to be over against his house. 
Now the city was large and great : but the people were few therein, and 
the houses were not builded. 

And my God put into mine heart to gather together the nobles, and 
the rulers, and the people, that they might be reckoned by genealogy 

And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the 
street that was before the water gate ; and they spake unto Ezra the 
scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had com- 
manded to Israel. And Ezra the priest brought the law before the 
congregation both of men and women, and all that could hear with 
understanding, upon the first day of the seventh month. And he read 
therein before the street that was before the water gate from the morn- 
ing until midday, before the men and the women, and those that could 
understand ; and the ears of all the people were attentive unto the book 
of the law. And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, which 
they had made for the purpose ; and beside him stood Mattithiah, and 
Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his 
right hand ; and on his left hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, 
and Hashum, and Hashbadana, ZechariaJi, and Meshullam. And Ezra 
opened the book in the sight of all the people ; (for he was above all the 
people ;) and when he opened it, all the people stood up : and Ezra 
blessed the Lord, the great God. And all the people answered. Amen, 
Amen, with lifting up their hands : and they bowed their heads, and 
worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground. And the Levites 
caused the people to understand the law : and the people stood in their 
place. So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave 
the sense, and caused them to understand the reading. 

And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the scribe, 
and the Levites that taught the people, said unto all the people. This 
day is holy unto the Lord your God ; mourn not, nor weep. For all 
the people wept, when they heard the words of the law. Then he said 
unto them. Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send 
portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared : for this day is holy 
unto our Lord : neither be ye sorry ; for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength. So the Levites stilled all the people, saying. Hold your peace, 
for the day is holy ; neither be ye grieved. And all the people went 
their way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to make great 
mirth, because they had understood the words that were declared unto 
them. 

And on the second day were gathered together the chief of the fathers 
of all the people, the priests, and the Levites, unto Ezra the scribe, even 
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to understand the words of the law. And they found written in the 
law which the Lord had commanded by Moses, that the children of 
Israel should dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh month : and 
that they should publish and proclaim in all their cities, and in Jeru- 
salem, saying, Go forth unto the mount, and fetch olive branches, and 
pine branches, and myrtle branches, and palm branches, and branches 
of thick trees, to make booths, as it is written. So the people went 
forth, and brought them, and made themselves booths, every one upon 
the roof of his house, and in their courts, and in the courts of the 
house of GUxl, and in the street of the water gate, and in the. street 
of the gate of Ephraim. And all the congregation of them that were 
come again out of the captivity made booths, and sat under the booths : 
for since the days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day had not 
the children of Israel done so. And there was very great gladness. 
Also day by day, from the first day unto the last day, he read in the 
book of the law of God And they kept the feast "seven days ; and on 
the eighth day was a solemn assembly, according unto the manner. 

Now in the twenty and fourth day of this month the children of 
Israel were assembled with fasting, and with sackclothes, and earth 
upon them, and the seed of Israel separated themselves from all strangers, 
and stood and confessed their sins, and the iniquities of their fathers. 
And they stood up in their place, and read in the book of the law of the 
Lord their God one fourth part of the day ; and another fourth part 
they confessed, and worshipped the Lord their God. Then stood up 
upon the stairs, of the Levites, Jeshua, and Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, 
Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenapi, and cried with a loud voice unto 
the Lord their God 

And the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem: the rest of the 
people also cast lots, to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem the holy 
city, and nine parts to dwell in other cities. And the people blessed all 
the men that willingly offered themselves to dwell at Jerusalem. 

And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites 
out of all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem, to keep the dedica- 
tion with gladness, both with thanksgivings, and with singing, with 
cymbals, psalteries, and with harps. Also that day they offered great 
sacrifices, and rejoiced : for God had made them rejoice with great joy : 
the wives also and the children rejoiced : so that the joy of Jerusalem 
was heard even afar off. 

In those days saw I in Judah some treading wine presses on the sab- 
bath, and bringing in sheaves, and lading asses ; as also wine, grapes, 
and figs, and all manner of burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem 
on the sabbath day : and I testified against them in the day wherein 
tihey sold victuals. There dwelt men of Tyre also therein, which brought 
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tish, and all maimer of ware, and sold on the sabbath unto the children 
of Judah, and in Jerusalem. Then I contended with the nobles of 
Judah, and said unto them, What evil thing is this that ye do, and pro- 
fane the sabbath day? Did not your fathers thus, and did not our God 
bring all this evil upon us, and upon this city ? yet ye bring more wrath 
upon Israel by profaning the sabbath. And it came to pass, that when 
the gates of Jerusalem began to be dark before the sabbath, I com- 
manded that the gates should be shut, and charged that they should not 
be opened till after the sabbath : and some of my servants set I at the 
gates, that there should no burden be brought in on the sabbath day. 
So the merchants and sellers of all kinds of ware lodged Without Jeru- 
salem once or twice. Then I testified against them, and said unto them, 
Why lodge ye about the wall? if ye do so again, I will lay hands on you. 
From that time forth came they no more on the sabbath. And I com- 
manded the Levites that they should cleanse themselves, and that they 
should come and keep the gates, to sanctify the sabbath day. Eemem- 
ber me, O my Grod, concerning this also, and spare me according to the 
greatness of thy mercy. 

Thus cleansed I them from all strangers, and appointed the wards of 
the priests and the Levites, every one in his business ; and for the wood 
offering, at times appointed, and for the first-fruits. 

Eemember me, my God, for good. 



NEW TALK 



BY THE 



AUTHOR OF i^ CHRONICLES OF THE SCHONBERG-COTTA FAMILY." 



yUSt OUty 

THE VICTORY OF THE VANQUISHED. A Tale of the First Century. 
Crown 8vo. Price 6s. 6d. 



%i9l of the gchoribgvQ-^^otia §ttit8. 
Crown 8vo, Cloth. Price 6s. 6d. each : or, 12s. Elegantly bound in Morocco. 

1. Chronicles of the Schdnherg-Cotta Family. 

2. Sketches of Christian Life in England in the Olden Time. 

3. Wanderings over Bible Lands and Seas. With Photographic Views. 

4. The Diary of Mrs. Kitty Trevylyan: A Story of the Times of Whitefield and 

the Wesleys. 

5. Winifred Bertram and the World she Lived in. 

6. The Dray tons and the Davenants . A Story of the Civil Wars. 

7. On Both Sides of the Sea : A Story of the Commonwealth and the Restoration. 

8. Poems : — ^The Women of the Gospels — The Three Wakings — Songs and Hymns 

— Memorial Verses. 

g. Watchwords for the Warfare of Life. (From the Writings of Luther.) 

10. The Martyrs of Spain and the Liberators of Holland: The Story of the 

Sisters Dolores and Costanza Cazalla. 

11. Diary of Brother Bartholomew, and other Tales and Sketches of Christian 

Life in Different Lands and Ages. 
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NEW TALK 
BY THE AUTHOR OF « THE DARK YEAR OF DUNDEE," ETC. 



yust out, 

THE SPANISH BROTHERS. A Tale of the Sixteenth Century. Crown 
8vo. Price 6s. 6d. 

" A deeply interesting and powerfully written Tale. We predict for the Author a hij^h 
place among^ the Tale writers of the present day." 



By the same Author. 
THE DARK YEAR OF DUNDEE. A Tale. Post 8vo. Price 3s. 6A 

THE DA YS OF KNOX. A Tale of the Sixteenth Century. Crown 8vo. 
Price 6s. 6d. 

SUNSET IN PROVENCE, and other Tales 0/ Martyr Times. Post 8vo. 
gilt, Price 3s. 6d. 
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